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Manama

The winners of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka 

bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa 
Award for Bahraini Women 
Empowerment will be 
announced on Wednesday. 

A ceremony will be held 
under the auspices of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka 
bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa, Wife 
of His Majesty the King and 

Supreme Council for Women 
(SCW) to honour the 2017 
winners. 

The 5th edition will 
acknowledge the landmark 
strides achieved by Bahraini 
women in the public and 
private sectors and growing 
participation in the national 
development endeavour. 
Bahrain embarked on a wide-
ranging strategy to empower 

women and facilitate their 
economic integration to play 
their role in the development 
march on the basis of equal 
opportunities and bridge 
gender gaps. 

Launched in 2006, HRH 
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim 
Al-Khalifa Award for Bahraini 
Women Empowerment has 
had a positive impact on 
institutions in the Kingdom 

of Bahrain. According to latest 
statistics, the rate of women’s 
participation in public sector 
enterprises increased by 11 
per cent in ten years to top 
49pc in 2016, up from 38pc in  
2006. 

As for the private sector, the 
rate of women’s participation 
increased by 9pc to top 33pc 
up from 24pc of the overall 
workforce. 

The rate of women’s 
participation in the high 
managerial positions rose to 
45pc, compared with 59pc for 
medium managerial positions. 
The number of sponsors of the 
award soared by 123pc to top 
77 in 2016, up from 30 in 2006, 
which reflects the impact of the 
prize in promoting corporate 
culture to integrate women’s 
needs and foster gender equal 

opportunities.
The commitment to set 

up equal opportunities 
committees also soared from 
38pc in 2011 to 95pc last year. 
The companies which took 
part in the contest or won 
the award achieved strides in 
incorporating the principles 
of equal opportunities and the 
integration of women’s needs 
in their strategies. 

Women Empowerment awards to 
be announced on Wednesday 

Manama

The Labour and Social 
Development Ministry 

underlined Bahrain’s annual 
participation in the celebration 
marking the Universal 
Children’s Day and the World 
Day for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse which are observed on 
November 19 and 20, in line 
with a recommendation by 
the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1954. 

The event is considered as 
an opportunity to re-assert the 
need to prevent violence against 
children and provide them 
with a secure environment for 
their upbringing by shedding 
light on main programmes 
and challenges and taking 
the necessary procedures 
to protect the children’s 
interest and promote their  
welfare. 

In a statement marking 

the occasion, the ministry 
underscored the great care 
given by Bahrain to children, 
citing measures taken to 
protect them and boost their 
well-being. 

It stressed that thanks to 
the directives and support 
of Bahrain leadership, the 
kingdom has been able to 
make big strides in improving 
the children’s conditions at all 
levels. It reiterated constant 

keenness to protect the 
children’s rights and preserve 
achievements in this respect. 

It also pointed out the 
importance of bolstering social 
awareness through various 
mass media concerning the 
prevention of child abuse, 
emphasising the need to teach 
children how to benefit from 
social media networks and 
clarify the risks surrounding 
them. 

Bahrain to participate in Universal Children’s Day

Manama

The Embassy of the 
Republic of Korea 

is hosting its first Korean 
Food Festival 2017 in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain under 
the title “Taste of Korea”.

The Festival, organized 
collaboratively by Embassy 
of the Republic of Korea, 
Korea Foundation and 
Korea Agro-Fisheries & 
Food Trade Corporation, is 
to exhibit the variations of 
the Korean tasty cuisine and 
offer its guests a close up 
feel to the savoury taste of 
the most traditional Korean 
dishes.

“Taste of Korea” will 
take place at the Diplomat 
Hotel’s Grand Ambassador 
Ballroom at 6pm on 
Thursday, November 23.

The Festival comes in 
line with the Embassy’s 
program for the year of 
2017 in promotion of 
the Korean culture in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, and 
before that the Embassy 
organized a blockbuster 
dance performance at the 
City Center Mall where 
Bahraini audience enjoyed 
the hip moves of Korea’s 
top B-boy band, Jinjo  
Crew.

Following the Food 
Festival, the Embassy will 
gear its wheel towards the 
closing show of the year; 
“Korean Movies Festival” 
which will take place at the 
Seef Mall’s Seef I Cinema 
Complex, every Wednesday, 
throughout the month of 
December.

Korean Food Festival 
“Taste of Korea”

Manama

The first Speedcubing 
Competition to take 

place in Bahrain, the Bahrain 
Open 2017, was inaugurated 
by Eman Hussain, Assistant 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
and Juzer Rupawala, the 
Regional Director of the Lulu 
Hypermarket on Saturday. 

Held at the Ramli Mall, A’ali, 
the day-long event has attracted 
72 participants who competed 
against each other to set a speed 
record in unscrambling the 
Rubik’s Cube, a twisty puzzle 
of different colours that have 
to be aligned colour-wise in the 

least possible time. The event 
is recognised by the World 
Cube Association (WCA), a 
non-profit organization that 
regulates all speedcubing 
competitions all over the world, 

Participants represented at 
least 16 nationalities:  Bahrain, 
India, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Argentina, Egypt, USA, New 
Zealand, China, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan, Syria, Lebanon 
and the Palestinian Territories.

The competition has 5 events: 
Rubik’s Cube (3x3x3), 2x2x2, 
4x4x4, 3x3x3 One-Handed, 
Pyraminx (a pyramid-shaped 
puzzle). Each competitor 

got 5 attempts to solve the 
puzzle. The average was then 
calculated by eliminating 
the fastest and slowest solve. 
Competitors are then ranked 
based on their average.

The contest was for three 
kinds of WCA-recognised 
records: National Records, 
Continental Records, and 
World Records for both single 
and average times. 

“Brain stimulation games 
such as this, is something 
Lulu Hypermarket always 
encourages. We are happy that 
this first Bahrain event was held 
in Ramli Mall.” said Regional 

Director Juzer Rupawala,  
“We invite other such 
organisations to join us 
and promote these mind-
challenging games and 
activities throughout the 
Kingdom.” 

This Speedcubing event was 
organised by Aysha Jamsheer, 
the National Record holder for 
Bahrain in 4 events and Lester 
M. Santos, the WCA delegate 
for UAE. It is sponsored by 
Ramli Mall, Lulu Hypermarket, 
Bahrain Airport Services, Trass 
Group, Moyu Cubes, Rubik’s 
Brand and Emirates Cube 
Shop.

72 participants in Bahrain’s 
first speedcubing competition

Speedcubing comptetition held at Ramli Mall was inaugurated by Eman Hussain, Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry and Juzer 
Rupawala, the Regional Director of Lulu Group with other higher official of Lulu hypermarket and Ramli Mall.
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Buenos Aires

A vast search by a 
multinational task force 

for an Argentinian submarine 
that went missing in the South 
Atlantic with 44 crew members 
four days ago has so far failed 
to provide any clues as to its 
possible location.

The hope that arose from 
seven failed satellite calls 
detected Saturday morning, 
which Argentina’s defence 
ministry at first said could be 
from the missing submarine, 
is also dimming fast. The 
government said yesterday 
said it cannot confirm that the 
attempts came from the ARA 
San Juan.

“Regrettably, we have not 
yet had any contact with the 
submarine,” Argentinian navy 
spokesman Enrique Balbi 
said yesterday morning. The 
satellite call attempts were 
registered between 9am and 
3pm on Saturday, lasting 
between four and 36 seconds, 
but there was no voice contact. 
“There were seven attempts 
with a very weak signal that 
failed to connect,” the officer 
said. “We are trying to squeeze 
that information to obtain 
some concrete data and a 
geolocation.”

Argentina’s defence ministry 
said it was working on tracing 
the location of the calls with 

an unnamed US company 
that specialized in satellite 
communications.

The families of the ARA 
San Juan’s crew are deeply 
distressed, and urged the 

government to clarify the 
situation. “We want the 
government to confirm if the 
calls were from the submarine,” 
said Claudio Rodríguez, 
brother of crew member 
Hernán Rodríguez, who was 
travelling yesterday from his 
home in the western province 
of Mendoza to the submarine’s 
home port in Mar del Plata to 
join other relatives gathering 
there in desperate search of 
news.

A total of 13 ships and six 
aeroplanes are braving strong 
winds and high waves over an 
area of 66,000 sq km (25,500 sq 
miles) more than 400 km (250 
miles) east of the bay of San 

Jorge off the coast of Patagonia 
in southern Argentina.

The Argentinian navy lost 
radio contact with the San 
Juan after its last scheduled 
transmission on Wednesday 
morning. It was on a 10-day 
voyage from Argentina’s 
southernmost port, Ushuaia, 
to the naval base at Mar del 
Plata, 400km (250 miles) south 
of Buenos Aires.

Argentina’s navy said it was 
not sure what happened to 
the submarine or why it lost 
contact but that it was now 
convinced the ship was beneath 
the surface and not adrift on 
choppy seas, as was previously 
thought. (The Guardian)

Search for missing sub fails to find any clues

A picture of the Argentinian submarine ARA San Juan hangs on 
the fence of the Mar del Plata naval base, reading- ‘Come on 
steel men. We will wait for you at home.’

Ramallah

The Palestinians will freeze 
their ties with the US if it 

follows through on a threat to 
close the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s office in 
Washington, a senior PLO 
official warned.

The surprise American 
move and Palestinian backlash 
came as US President Donald 
Trump seeks bargaining chips 
in his bid to broker an elusive 
Israeli-Palestinian peace deal.

Trump has a 90-day 
window to avert the closure 
if he deems progress has been 
made.

But PLO Secretary 
General Saeb Erekat said his 
organisation had officially 
told Washington that “we 
would put on hold all our 
communications with this 
American administration” if 
the office were closed.

The PLO, which the 
international community 
sees as representing all 
Palestinians, must have its 
permission to operate its 
premises in the American 
capital renewed every six 
months.

Palestinian foreign minister 
Riyad al-Malki said it was the 
first time since the 1980s that 
the State Department had 
refused to renew it.

Malki said Palestinian 
officials had received a letter 
from Washington “saying 
that the Secretary of State 
had not found enough 
reasons to keep the office  
open”.

“This has not happened 
in the past, and we have 

demanded clarifications from 
the State Department and the 
White House,” he said.

“They told us that there 
would be a meeting of senior 
legal experts on Monday. 
Then they would give a clear 
answer,” he said, adding that 
Palestinian leaders would 
then meet to discuss their 
response.

A US State Department 
official cited “certain 
statements made by 
Palestinian leaders” about the 
International Criminal Court 
as the reason behind the non-
renewal.

Palestinian president 
Mahmoud Abbas, in his latest 
speech at the UN General 
Assembly, suggested taking 
the issue of Israeli settlements 

to the ICC.
In 2015 Congress 

issued a resolution barring 
Palestinians from seeking to 
wield influence over the ICC 
regarding investigations into 
Israeli nationals.

Palestinian president 
Mahmoud Abbas was 
“deeply surprised” by the 
State Department’s move, 
his spokesman Nabil Abu 
Rudeina said in remarks 
carried by official Palestinian 
news agency WAFA on 
Saturday.

He said the decision 
“represents an unprecedented 
step in the history of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n - A m e r i c a n 
relationship, and has 
dangerous consequences for 
the peace process and the 

American-Arab relations.”
It “represents a blow to 

attempt to build peace”, he 
said.

The State Department 
official said Trump had 90 
days to decide whether to 
waiver the decision if he 
deems “the Palestinians 
have entered into direct, 
meaningful negotiations with 
Israel”.

The peace process has 
been deadlocked since April 
2014 following the collapse 
of indirect negotiations led 
by then US secretary of state 
John Kerry.

The office of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said the decision 
was “a matter of US law.” 
(AFP)

Palestine ‘to cut 
US ties’ over office

Beirut 

The Syrian army and its allies 
took complete control over 

Albu Kamal, Islamic State’s 
last significant town in Syria, 
a military news service run by 
Hezbollah said yesterday.

The army had declared 
victory over Islamic State in 
Albu Kamal earlier this month 
but the jihadists then staged 
a counter-attack using sleeper 
cells hidden in the town.

Driving Islamic State from 
Albu Kamal means only a few 
villages along the Euphrates 
and patches of nearby desert, 
as well as isolated pockets in 
other parts of the country, 
remain in Syria of the caliphate 
it declared in 2014.

Most of the forces battling 
Islamic State in Syria and 
Iraq have said they expect it 
to go underground and turn 
to a guerrilla insurgency using 
sleeper cells and bombings.

Western intelligence 
agencies have said it will still 
be able to inspire attacks on 
civilians around the world.

“The Syrian Army and its 
allies in the axis of resistance 
have expelled Daesh from its 
last stronghold on Syrian soil,” 
the Hezbollah news service 
reported.

The “axis of resistance” is 
used by those in it to describe 
the alliance of Iran, Syria 
and Shi‘ite militias including 
Hezbollah.

The British-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
said on Sunday that most IS 
members withdrew from the 
town, with fighting continuing 
in the perimeter of Albu Kamal.

Islamic State’s area of rule 
in Syria has crumbled this 
year under two rival military 
campaigns.

The Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) alliance of 
Kurdish and Arab militias, 
backed by a U.S.-led coalition 
has driven it from much of its 
territory in the north, including 
its former Syrian capital Raqqa.

Syria’s army and its allies 
have waged an offensive across 
central and eastern Syria 
backed by Russian air and 
missile power.

The two offensives have 
mostly avoided conflict 
with each other through 
communication between the 
United States and Russia. 
However, Syrian and Iranian 
officials have said that 
Damascus seeks to regain 
control over areas held by the 
SDF. (Reuters) 

IS militants defeated 
in final stronghold

 Donald Trump with Palestinian president Mahmoud 
Abbas in Washington in May.

Syrian forces gestures as they carry the national flag near the 
border town of Albu Kamal.


