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Bahrain is on right track to 
achieve more development 

and modernisation under the 
leadership of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, said 
His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa yesterday.

“Despite the huge regional 
and global challenges at the 
economic and security levels, 
the government is more 
determined and resolved 
to achieve its goals of 
comprehensive development 
that serves the citizens most 
and foremost, and consolidate 
Bahrain’s status at various 
fields and gatherings,”  said 
HRH Prime Minister while 
receiving senior state officials, 
Speaker of the Council of 
Representatives, former 
Speaker, MPs, businessmen, 
media and press figures as 
well as citizens.

Executive and Legislature, 
which has become a distinctive 
feature of Bahrain’s political 
process, will strengthen 
the government’s resolve 
and give it more support to 
boost growth and optimise 
achievements in light of a 
parliamentary, legislative 
and supervisory support that 
strengthens its policies towards 
improving performance and 
enhancing areas of economic 
development, HRH Premier 
said. 

HRH Premier praised 
the Bahraini people’s 

characteristics of love 
and fraternity among its 
components, as well as 
acceptance of the other and 
commitment to cultural, 
religious and sectarian 
pluralism, which, he said, 
has entitled the kingdom 
to be distinctive in this 
field, stressing that these 
features have become one of 
the sources of the Bahraini 
society’s strength and unity. 

“Bahrain is strong with its 
citizens, men and women, 
who are connected by a 
united social fabric based on 

solid bases of communication 
and love that reflect the 
authenticity and civilisation 
of its society,” he said, noting 
that Bahrain will remain 
faithful to whoever supported 
the nation when it needed 
that.

The Prime Minister 
reiterated the government’s 
keenness on providing the 
requirements of decent living 
for the citizens in various fields 
through a comprehensive 
vision aimed at ensuring 
high-quality services.

HRH Premier lauded the 

role played by the members of 
the Legislative Branch, citing 
their major contributions to 
supporting the development 
process, and fruitful efforts 
to achieving the kingdom’s 
progress and prosperity.

HRH Premier praised 
the honourable patriotic 
stances expressed by the 
members of the Council of 
Representatives and the Shura 
Council at various regional 
and international gatherings 
in defence of the kingdom’s 
security and stability, hailing 
their keenness on informing 

the world about the reality 
of the comprehensive 
development process 
currently witnessed by the 
nation across various sectors. 

“Members of the Legislative 
Branch have proved, 
through their proposals and 
discussions, the extent of 
their keenness on fulfilling 
the aspirations of the citizens, 
as well as on supporting 
the kingdom’s security and 
stability,” he said, stressing the 
importance of strengthening 
the spirit of cooperation 
between the Executive and 
the Legislature to enrich the 
development process in the 
country.

HRH the Prime Minister 
lauded the key role played by 
the press and media personnel 
through their articles and 
visions aimed at enlightening 
the public opinion and raising 
social awareness on local and 
national issues.

Bahrain’s development 
on right track: Premier
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The top U.S. nuclear 
commander has said that 

he would resist President 
Donald Trump if he ordered 
an “illegal” launch of nuclear 
weapons.

Air Force General John 
Hyten, commander of the 
U.S. Strategic Command 
(STRATCOM), told an 
audience at the Halifax 
International Security Forum 
in Nova Scotia, Canada that 
he had given a lot of thought 
to what he would say if he 
received such an order.

“I think some people think 
we’re stupid,” Hyten said in 
response to a question about 
such a scenario. “We’re not 
stupid people. We think about 
these things a lot. When you 
have this responsibility, how 
do you not think about it?”

Hyten, who is responsible 
for overseeing the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal, explained 
the process that would follow 
such a command. As head of 
STRATCOM “I provide advice 
to the president, he will tell 
me what to do,” he said in 
his remarks, retransmitted in 
a video posted on the forum’s 
Facebook page.

“And if it’s illegal, guess 
what’s going to happen? I’m 
going to say, ‘Mr. President, 
that’s illegal.’ And guess what 
he’s going to do? He’s going to 
say, ‘What would be legal?’ And 
we’ll come up with options, of 
a mix of capabilities to respond 
to whatever the situation is, 
and that’s the way it works. It’s 
not that complicated.”

Hyten said running through 
scenarios of how to react in the 
event of an illegal order was 
standard practice, and added: 
“If you execute an unlawful 
order, you will go to jail. You 
could go to jail for the rest 
of your life.” The Pentagon 
did not immediately respond 

to a request for comment on 
Hyten’s remarks.

They came after questions 
by U.S. senators, including 
Democrats and Trump’s fellow 
Republicans, about Trump’s 
authority to wage war, use 
nuclear weapons and enter 
into or end international 
agreements, amid concern that 
tensions over North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile programs 
could lead to hostilities.

Trump has traded threats 
with North Korea’s Kim 
Jong Un and threatened in 
his maiden United Nations 
address to “totally destroy” 
the country if it threatened the 
United States.- Reuters

Won’t launch nuke if Trump’s 
order Illegal: Nuclear General

HRH Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa with Speaker of the Council of Representatives and others

John Hyten

3Monday, November 20, 2017

Muhannad Mansour
muhannad@dt.bh
 
Manama

Retailers are hoarding 
cigarettes in anticipation 

of a duty hike, leading to 
a sudden drought of the 
product in the local market. 

According to officials, 
shops are storing but 
refraining from selling 
cigarettes to the public as 
the country is bracing for 
imposing taxes on tobacco 
products as well as energy 
and carbonated drinks.

Once imposed, the taxes 
will double cigarette prices in 
the market with an average of 
BD2 per pack, according to a 
recent study by the Financial 
and Economic Affairs 
Committee in the House of 
Representatives.

As the implementation of 
the new duty nears, cigarette 
stock has been decreasing 
in local shops, with some 
brands actually disappearing 
from markets’ shelves.

It was officially confirmed 
yesterday that some vendors 
are refraining from selling 
the cigarettes, with the aim to 
make  a few quick bucks once 
the duty is imposed, cashing 
in on the  lower prices they 
bought their stocks (average 
of BD1).

Consumer Protection 
Directorate in Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism 
Ministry yesterday 
announced that it has seized 
“21 stores that have been 

proven to store and refrain 
from selling cigarettes to the 
public” and took the required 
legal and administrative 
procedures against, and 
referred their owners to the 
Public Prosecution.

“This action comes in the 
context of the directorate’s 
legal obligation to prevent 
monopoly and collusion 
in accordance with the 
Consumer Protection Law 
35 of 2012 and in particular 
Chapter 4 concerning 
competition and monopoly 
controls and violations,” a 
statement issued yesterday by 
the directorate mentioned.

 “Storing any product or 
refraining from selling it, 
attempting to exploit any 
emergency or exceptional 
circumstances will be legally 
addressed, in order to 

prevent such practices that 
may extend to any strategic 
commodity. Such behaviours 
will not be tolerated,” the 
directorate has stressed in its 
statement.

DT News reported last 
week that the country is one 
step away from imposing its 
first taxes, as both branches 
of the Legislative Authority 
approved a bill to join the 
unified GCC agreement on 
selective taxation.

The bill introduces 100 
percent taxes on tobacco 
products and energy drinks, 
and a 50 percent tax on soft 
drinks.

It was passed on October 
12 to the Government, which 
is expected to refer it to His 
Majesty the King for final 
ratification as a new law in 
the next few weeks.  
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The Second High Criminal 
Court (court of appeals) 

yesterday rejected the appeal 
of a Bahraini man who was 
sentenced last month to one 
year of imprisonment for 
physically attacking his ex-wife.

As reported by DT News last 
September, the 52-year-old 
brutally attacked his 32-year-
old Syrian ex-wife and mother 
of his five children at their 
home in Jeblat Habshi.

He reportedly punched 
her in the face several times, 
banged her head on the wall 
and beat her with a piece of tile 
on her head.

The woman was kept under 
medical observation for a 
couple of weeks, while her 
children were taken to Dar Al 
Aman shelter for Domestic 
Violence Victims.

She was diagnosed with 
concussion, hemorrhage 
and severe bruises and 
inflammations on the face and 
other parts of her body.

According to the victim, she 
was attacked by her ex-husband 
following 10 years of marriage 
because “he wanted to marry a 
younger Bahraini woman who 
is an employee and will spend 
on him”.

The case made a huge impact 
on the Bahraini society, raising 
more concerns over domestic 
violence in the Kingdom and 
the means to combat it.

Several authorities, 

including Interior Ministry, 
Health Ministry, Labour and 
Social Development Ministry, 
the Supreme Council for 
Women and several NGOs, 
made immediate response and 
adopted the woman’s case.

Northern Governorate 
Prosecution Head Mohammed 
Salah yesterday confirmed 
that the court rejected the 
man’s appeal and upheld the 
previously issued verdict.

Court rejects appeal of man 
who assaulted his ex-wife

The social media grab of the woman who was  
assaulted by his ex-husband (File Photo)
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