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Royal Guard Commander 
and Head of the High 

Organising Committee of 
Bahrain International Defence 
Exhibition and Conference 
(BIDEC 2017) Brigadier 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa has said that the 
great success of the exhibition 
was the result of the royal 
patronage and keenness of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa to follow up on 
all organizational procedures 
of the conference.

Brigadier Shaikh Nasser 
noted that success of the event 
had reasserted Bahrain’s 

status in the exhibition 
industry, in general, and the 
defence fairs, in particular. 
He hailed cooperation of the 
government, led by His Royal 
Highness Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, praising the directives 
of HRH the Premier to all 
ministries and government 
institutions to work in tune 
with the High Organising 
Committee of the exhibition 
to ensure success of the  
event. 

He also commended 
the motivating support of 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince, Deputy 

Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Prime Minister, 
to avail of valuable ideas 
that contribute to boosting 
Bahrain’s pioneering status 
on the world map as a key 
destination for defence 
technologies. 

Brigadier Shaikh Nasser also 
commended the tremendous 
support of Commander-in-
Chief of Bahrain Defence 
Force (BDF) Field Marshal 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa to BIDEC 2017 to 
ensure its success, pointing 
out the importance of the 
event in coordinating military 
and diplomatic efforts 
among many countries in 

the defence field. He lauded 
the substantial efforts of 
Board of Trustees Chairman 
of Bahrain Centre for 
Strategic, International and 
Energy Studies (DERASAT) 
Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa and his 
constant follow-up on the 
organisational procedures 
and coordination with 
all parties in Bahrain and 
beyond to reach set up  
goals.

Brigadier Shaikh Nasser 
affirmed that Bahrain was the 
focus of the world as many 
news agencies, mass media 
and social media networks 
shed light on the major 

international event which 
has boosted the Kingdom’s 
international standing as a 
home to the military defence 
exhibitions industry. He noted 
that BIDEC 2017 represented 
an opportunity to exchange 
views and discuss the current 
security developments. 

He added it is also a 
translation of the overall 
strategic political and 
diplomatic visions of the 
main alliances participating 
in the key international event, 
including mainly the Arab 
coalition to support legitimacy 
in Yemen, the Saudi-led 
Islamic Counterterrorism 
Alliance and the North 

Atlantic Alliance. 
Brigadier Shaikh Nasser 

pointed out that the exhibition 
provided an international 
venue for the advanced 
military defence industries to 
thrive and generated many 
investment opportunities 
to set up defence coalitions 
to protect the world and 
promote peace and security. 
He lauded interaction of 
the international exhibitors, 
the military and political 
delegations as well as the 
visitors, pointing out the 
role of the exhibition in 
invigorating many touristic 
and commercial sectors in 
Bahrain.
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Bahrain International 
Circuit (BIC) has begun 

its preparations for this year’s 
BIC National Day Festival 
with the support of Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister HRH  Prince  
Salman  bin  Hamad Al   
Khalifa.

This event is scheduled to 

take place from December 
14 to 17 at “The Home of 
Motorsport in the Middle East” 
in Sakhir.

It is the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s biggest and most 
spectacular celebration.

The festival is being 
organised by BIC for the fifth 
successive year, and each time 
it keeps growing in popularity 
and attendance.

Set to be a part of the festivities 

are a full shopping experience, 
corporate exhibition space, 
children’s activities and a play 
area, cultural and musical 
performances, food and 
beverage outlets, concerts by 
major regional artists, and so 
much more.

With so much to offer, the 
festival is a perfect platform 
to showcase what the business 
community has to offer in a 
social atmosphere.
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Sheikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
bin Mohammed Al 

Khalifa, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, yesterday held 
discussions with Alistair 
Burt, UK’s Minister of State 
for Middle East and North 
Africa. The meeting, held as 
part of the UK-Bahrain Joint 
Working Group discussed 
a wide range of issues 
including recent political and 
security developments in the 
Middle East, co-operation 
on key trade and investment 
opportunities,  and 
co-operation and assistance on 
defence, security, education, 
science and innovation. 
Officials from Bahrain and 
the UK participated in the 
discussions.

The Working Group also 
discussed the progress on a 
number of Bahrain’s reform 
initiatives, and its plans for 
the implementation of the 

recommendations of the 
UN Human Rights Council 
Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR). 

Welcomed
The UK welcomed the 

positive steps taken by the 
Government of Bahrain 
recently, including the 
introduction of new 
legislation on alternatives 
to detention, and a Unified 
Family Law that gives women 
and children across all 
communities extended rights 
under civil law. 

He outlined UK’s 
commitment to support 
the Government of Bahrain 
to build on its progress on 
reform and human rights 
issues such as the creation of 
the human rights oversight 
bodies and the development 
of effective and accountable 
justice institutions. 

The UK-Bahrain Joint 
Working Group was 

established in March 2013. It 
is a forum for discussing issues 
of mutual interest across 
the bilateral relationship, 
including regional and 
trade issues, with a focus on 
reforms and human rights.
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UK-Bahrain Working Group 
discusses reform progress
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IN view of the expansion 
works on Shaikh Isa Bin 

Salman Causeway with Al 
Ghous Highway Junction 
in Muharraq, one lane has 
been closed for eastbound 
traffic leading towards 
Muharraq and two 
lanes has been provided 
for traffic movement, 
the Ministry of Works, 
Municipality Affairs 
and Urban Planning 
announced in consultation 
with the General 
Directorate of Traffic 
yesterday.  Also, one right 
turn lane leading towards 
Arad and two left turn 
lanes has been provided 
for traffic movement 
leading to Busaiteen. The 
gradual and partial road 

closure came into force 
from yesterday 11:00 p.m. 
which will remain until 
October 22 at 05:00 a.m. 

Kuwait Avenue  
For road expansion works 
on Kuwait Avenue near 
Um Al Hassam Junction, 
the left lane has been 
closed for northbound 
traffic leading towards 
Manama and one lane has 
been provided for traffic 
movement, the Ministry of 
Works said.

The lane has already 
been closed from at 11:00 
p.m. yesterday, which 
will remain in force 
until October 21 at 05:00 
a.m. All road users are 
requested to observe and 
obey the traffic rules for 
safety of all. 
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A mosque named after late Salman 
bin Ahmed bin Khalifa Al-Ghatam 

was opened at Zallaq eskan. 
Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs 

(SCIA) Chairman Shaikh Abdulla bin 
Khalid Al-Khalifa inaugurated the new 
mosque, which can accommodate 600 
worshippers. 

The opening ceremony was also 
attended by SCIA Vice Chairman Shaikh 
Abdulrahman bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al-Khalifa. Sunni Endowments 
Council Chairman Dr. Shaikh Rashid 
bin Mohammed Al-Hajeri addressed 
the opening ceremony, on behalf of the 
patron.

Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al-Ghatam 
also addressed the opening ceremony 
of the mosque on behalf of his father 
Ibrahim bin Salman Al-Ghatam, 
founder of the mosque.

The UK-Bahrain Working Group meeting held yesterday

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa with Alistair Burt


