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Manning’s post-jail look

Antarctica is greening

70 prisoners flee in Congo jail break

Japanese man held for wildlife 
smuggling in Indonesia 

Washington

One day 
a f t e r 

being released 
from a top-
security US 
m i l i t a r y 
p r i s o n , 
transgender 
former soldier 
C h e l s e a 
Manning -- 
who served 
seven years 
for one of the 
largest dumps 
of classified 
documents in 
US history-- 
unveiled her 
new look 
Thursday.

Manning, a 
former army 
inte l l igence 
a n a l y s t , 
posted a 
picture of 
herself on social media with short blonde hair, lipstick and 
mascara, wearing a V-neck navy blue top with white trim.

The photo replaced an old Twitter profile picture that 
had shown Manning in her previous incarnation as Bradley 
Manning, a male soldier in military uniform and beret.

On her release from Fort Leavenworth’s all-male prison 
on Wednesday, Manning had vowed to put her previous life 
behind her and said she was “excited” about the future.

Miami

Plant life is growing on Antarctica like never before in 
modern times, fueled by global warming which is melting 

ice and transforming the landscape from white to green, 
researchers said Thursday.

Scientists studying moss in an area spanning 400 miles 
(640 kilometers) have found a sharp increase in growth 
over the past 50 years, said the report in the journal Current 
Biology.

Plant life exists on only about 0.3 percent of Antarctica.

Kinshasa

Dozens of prisoners escaped from a jail in Democratic 
Republic of Congo early Friday, less than 48 hours after 

rebels attacked Kinshasa’s main prison, freeing their leader 
and 50 others.

“Among the 74 prisoners housed in the dilapidated prison 
in Kasangulu, 68 escaped,” local lawmaker Jean-Claude 
Vuemba said, saying the breakout occurred at around 1:00 
am.  

The town lies about 40 kilometres (25 miles) southwest of 
the capital Kinshasa in the Kongo Central province. 

Jakarta

A Japanese man has been arrested in Indonesia for 
allegedly trying to smuggle hundreds of reptiles out 

of the archipelago, including snakes, lizards and turtles, 
authorities and environmentalists said yesterday. 

Katsuhide Naito, believed to be a major player in the 
wildlife-smuggling trade, was detained at Jakarta’s main 
airport as he was about to board a flight to Tokyo with over 
250 animals hidden in his bags. 

Prachuap Khiri Khan

For the first time in a decade 
a Thai lake has given up 

its dazzling secret -- the pink 
blooms of tens of thousands 
of lotuses.

The sea of colour in Khao 
Sam Roi Yot national park, 
three hours south of Bangkok, 
is a show-stopping feat of 
nature that has locals hoping 
for a tourist bonanza.

But it has also sparked 
warnings over the fragility of 

the environment with park 
rangers pleading with people 
not to visit until the lake is 
healthy enough to deal with 
an influx of tourists.

The flowers, considered 
sacred in Thai culture, are 
good news for locals who have 
been ferrying camera-toting 
visitors through the lotuses 
which lie in knots on the 
lake’s vast waters.

But “currently they should 
not come,” said head ranger 

Rungroj Aswakultarin.
“ T h e national park 

is in the process of 
r e s t o r i n g the lotuses. 
When it comes to the 
right time the park 
will open them up to the 
public,” he said.

R u n g r o j ’ s 
caution is 
understandable. 

For the last 
decade the park -- a 
stunning jumble of 

lakes, tributaries and towering 
limestone karsts three hours 
south of Bangkok -- saw no 
widespread lotus bloom.

No-one has been able to 
pinpoint exactly why. 

But officials blame a 
mixture of drought and 
pollution from fertilisers and 
nearby seafood farms.

In recent years rangers have 
tried to clean up the park and 
this year were rewarded with a 
sea of pink flowers. (AFP)

After 10-years, Thai 
lotuses bloom again

‘vending machine’
Singapore

A vending machine 
that dispenses luxury 

cars to well-heeled buyers 
is the latest space-saving 
innovation in land-
starved Singapore -- just 
don’t try to shake it if it 
gets stuck. 

Used car dealer Gary 
Hong has taken to 
displaying his wares in a 
glass-fronted, 15-storey 
building.

Like choosing a 
chocolate bar, the buyer 
can see everything on 
display, before pressing 
some buttons and having 
their choice delivered.

Hong, 45, said he got 
the inspiration for the 
new showroom during a 
trip with his four-year-
son to buy toy cars.

“From there I realised 

that the Matchbox 
arrangement is a mini 
version of our inventories 
that can be displayed and 
arranged nicely,” he told 
said. 

From the comfort of a 
plush sofa on the ground 
floor, potential buyers can 
order a Ferrari, Maserati 
or Lamborghini among 
other brands, all with 
the touch of a hand-held 
device.

Once a selection is 
made, a promotional 
video of that car is played 
on a flat-screen television 
while the vehicle is 
automatically transported 
down by a lift.

“When the customers 
see a car that is presented 
in a best way like a beauty 
pageant, they just decide 
that this is a winner, and 

we got a deal,” said Hong, 
who added that sales 
have risen by 30 percent 
since the move to the new 
premises in December.

With a population 
density ranked by the 
World Bank to be third 
highest in the world, 
behind Macau and 
Monaco, land comes at a 
premium in the tiny city-
state.

But Hong said his 
unorthodox Sg$3.0 
million ($2.15 million) 
solution can boost land 
use.

The company stores 
between 70-80 cars at its 
facility -- an amount that 
would otherwise require 
five times the space if 
the vehicles are parked 
traditionally, Hong said. 
(AFP)

Instagram account screen capture shows 
a portrait of transgender former soldier 
Chelsea Manning

a tourist takes a photograph of lotus flowers while on a canoe on a lake in 
the Khao Sam Roi Yot national park in southern Thailand

Singapore’s car

Jan Frodeno is back in action @ Barcelona 
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Gaviria 
claims 
fourth 

Giro win
Tortona

Colombia’s Fernando Gaviria 
underlined his status as the 

100th Giro d’Italia’s top sprinter 
after powering to an impressive 
fourth victory at the end of stage 13 
yesterday.

Gaviria, of the Quick Step team, 
looked out of contention during a 
hectic dash for the finish but produced 
a ferocious late burst to stun Ireland’s 
Sam Bennett (Bora) at the end of a 
mainly flat 167km ride from Reggio 
Emilia to Tortona.

Dutchman Tom Dumoulin, of 
Sunweb, finished close behind in the 
race leader’s pink jersey to maintain 
his 2min 23sec lead over race favourite 
and 2014 champion Nairo Quintana 
(Movistar).

But before the race for the ‘maglia 
rosa’ moves back into the mountains 
on Saturday’s 14th stage to the 
summit finish at Oropa, Gaviria 
enjoyed another day of glory on his 
race debut.

The Giro sprint field may be 
missing the likes of German Marcel 
Kittel, Briton Mark Cavendish and 
Slovakian Peter Sagan, but Gaviria, 
a former two-time world champion 
in track cycling’s omnium event, has 
been beaten only twice in five sprint 
finishes so far.

He lost out to German giant 
Andre Greipel on stage two 

and finished 

runner-up to Australian Caleb Ewan 
after a photo finish decision on stage 
seven.

Dimension Data team sprinter 
Cavendish is not competing as he 
continues his recovery from a bout 
of mononucleosis.

But even before the stage started, 
the Manxman said on Twitter: “Well 
thank heavens Fernando Gaviria 
isn’t down to ride the Tour de France 
this year! Would make all our jobs 
VERY hard.”

On his maiden three-week race, 
Gaviria has already surpassed his 
mountain-climbing compatriots for 
the most number of stage wins on 
the Giro.

The 22-year-old from Medellin 
said he is still smarting after losing 
out on Olympic omnium gold in 
Rio last year where he finished off a 
podium featuring Italy’s gold winner 
Elia Viviani, Cavendish and Lasse 
Hansen of Denmark.

“I would need to win three 
monuments to help me make up for 
the Olympics,” Gaviria said, referring 
to cycling’s five ‘monument’ one-day 
classics.

“And a world championship title.”
But, with one eye already on 

winning the Italian classic Milan-
SanRemo, he added: “I want to 

become a classics rider.”
Gaviria tightened his grip 

on the sprinters’ ‘ciclamen’ 
jersey, which he intends 
to secure if he manages to 

get over the mountains in 
a climb-heavy third week to 
finish in Milan on May 28.

Dumoulin, meanwhile, avoided 
mishaps as he looks ahead to 
Saturday’s stage and beyond.

“Today was once again a great job 
from the team,” said the Dutchman, 
who took command of the race with 
an impressive 10th stage time trial win 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Results from the 13th stage 
of the Giro d’Italia, held over 
167km between Reggio Emilia 
and Tortona:
Stage
1. Fernando Gaviria (COL/QST) 3hr 47min 45sec, 
2. Sam Bennett (IRL/BOR) same time, 
3. Jasper Stuyven (BEL/TRE) s.t., 
4. Roberto Ferrari (ITA/UAE) s.t., 
5. Ryan Gibbons (RSA/DDD) s.t., 
6. Rudiger Selig (GER/BOR) s.t.,
7. Sacha Modolo (ITA/UAE) s.t., 
8. Caleb Ewan (AUS/ORI) s.t., 
9 Andre Greipel (GER/LOT) s.t., 
10. Viacheslav Kuznetsov (RUS/KAT) s.t.

General classification
1. Tom Dumoulin (NED/SUN) 56hr 28min 53sec, 
2. Nairo Quintana (COL/MOV) at 2min 23, 
3. Bauke Mollema (NED/TRE) 2:38, 
4. Thibaut Pinot (FRA/FDJ) 2:40, 
5. Vincenzo Nibali (ITA/BAH) 2:47, 
6. Andrey Amador (CRC/MOV) 3:05, 
7. Bob Jungels (LUX/QST) 3:56, 
8. Domenico Pozzovivo (ITA/ALM) 3:59, 
9. Tanel Kangert (EST/AST) 3:59, 
10. Ilnur Zakarin (RUS/KAT) 4:17

Selected: 
12. Steven Kruijswijk (NED/LNL) 6:07, 
48. Mikel Landa (ESP/SKY) 43:55

BTA 
Junior Tennis: 
Mukherjee wins

Manama 

Rohan Mukherjee defeated 
Rushikesh Sonawane 4-2 in 

a repeat of last year’s final to win 
the  10 years and under category 
of the BTA Junior Tennis 
Tournament, organised by 
Bahrain Tennis Academy (BTA) 
at the Dilmun Club in Saar. 

The finalists emerged after the 
semi-finals, saw Rohan defeat 
Aadya Raju 12-4, while Rushikesh 
overcame Zayn Siddiqi 12-7.

In the play-off for the third-
place medal, Zayn was too strong 
for Aadya, claiming a 4-0 victory. 

Players took part in a round-
robin format competition in 
two groups, after which the top 
two players from each group 

progressed to the semi-finals 
and all participants received a 
certificate for their efforts.

BTA and Tournament 
Director, Dan Barrie commented, 
“The unique format of this event, 
using the 60-foot-court and 
the orange-dot ball, brought 
out the best in these talented 
youngsters, with our finalists 
showing a mastery of a court 
sized specifically for their age.”

Players wishing to compete 
in the next tournament should 
contact the Director at dan@
bahraintenni sacademy.com 
or join the Facebook group 
“Bahrain Junior Tennis Players” 
for information about upcoming 
events.

Manama 

Jan Frodeno is back in action 
this weekend at Ironman 

70.3 Barcelona, Spain and his 
first Ironman-branded race 

since Oceanside, California, US.
The South African is based 

in Girona, Spain half the year and 
considers Barcelona his home race. 
“I’m looking forward to some good 
fan vibes around the course.”

The dual Ironman world 
champion won on the Calella coast 
in 2015 on his way to his first title 

in Kona and considers this race a 
checkpoint in his training. 

“It marks the ‘let’s get serious’ 
point in my calendar, as after this 
it’s back to full-distance training,” 
says Frodeno, who is building into 
Ironman Austria as his validation 

race for entry into the Ironman 
World Championship. “It’s a really 
challenging course for me as there is 
a 10-kilometer climb in it. Not really 
my thing but luckily it’s followed by 
a very technical descent, which is 
exactly my thing!”

Seviour joins Golf club team
Manama 

The Royal Golf Club yesterday 
announced adding new 

Country Club Manager Adrian 
Hunt-Seviour to its team.

Having worked on and off in 
Bahrain for a number of years, 
Englishman Adrian brings to the 
role a wealth of knowledge of the 
leisure and fitness industry. His 
previous positions include having 
worked as a gym manager, a 
personal trainer, a health club and 
recreation manager and many other 
varied roles. 

He is a qualified instructor of the 
Bahrain Martial Arts Association, 

a taekwondo black belt instructor, 
qualified swimming teacher and 
boot camp instructor, a posture 
specialist as well as holding a 
diploma in nutrition.

Colombian Fernando Gaviria, of the 
Quick Step team, celebrates as he 
crosses the finish line to win ahead 
of Ireland’s Sam Bennett (Bora) (R)

Jan Frodeno

Adrian Hunt-Seviour

10 years and under finalists with Tournament Director. Above,  
Zayn, Rohan, Rushikesh, Aadya Raju and Barrie 


