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Bangladeshi police raided a 
party and arrested 27 young 
men in a rare crackdown on 
homosexuality in the conserva-
tive Muslim-majority country, 
where gay sex is a crime.
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Colombo

Sri Lanka said yesterday 
it will demolish an 

estimated 10,000 illegally 
built homes and offices 
in Colombo, a day after a 
seven-storey wedding hall 
collapsed, killing one and 
wounding 23.

Urban Development 
Minister Champika 
Ranawaka said the casualties 

could have been much higher 
if the hall had been hosting 
a wedding at the time of 
its collapse, and that the 
owners would face criminal  
charges.

“This wedding hall is a 
clear example of the dangers 
posed by unauthorised 
construction in Colombo,” 
the minister told reporters in 
Colombo.

Tokyo

Japan said yesterday it 
scrambled fighter jets after 

a Chinese vessel sailing in 
disputed waters launched 
a drone, the latest bout of 
tension in a longstanding 
territorial row.

The two countries are at 
odds over a group of small 
uninhabited islands in the 
East China Sea administered 
as the Senkakus by Japan but 
claimed as the Diaoyus by 
China.

Yoshihide Suga, Japan’s 
top government spokesman, 
told a regular briefing that the 
incident took place Thursday 
and that Japan lodged a 
“strong protest”, accusing 

China of “unilaterally 
escalating” tensions.

Japan dispatched four 
planes, including two F-15 
fighters and an airborne 
warning and control 
system (AWACS) plane 
to waters surrounding 
the islets, Japan’s defence  
ministry said.

Coast guard ships from the 
two nations routinely patrol 
the area, known for rich 
fishing grounds and possible 
energy reserves, to back up 
their claims.

The countries have 
also occasionally engaged 
in potentially dangerous 
encounters in the air and at 
sea over the dispute but have 
avoided actual conflict.

We’re willing to work 
with South Korea to 
preserve the hard-
won results, properly 
handle disputes, put 
China-South Korea 
relations back onto a 
normal track,”

Rising seas set to double 
flooding by 2050

Indian villagers kill six 
over kidnapping rumour

Dead student’s remains 
found on sunken ferry

Angry villagers beat to death 
six men in eastern India after 
rumours spread that they 
were operating a child kid-
napping ring, police said yes-
terday.

A set of human remains 
retrieved from the salvaged 
Sewol ferry wreck has been 
identified as one of four stu-
dents who remained unac-
counted for. 

Japan scrambles jets 
after China flies drone

B’desh arrest 27 youths 
in gay crackdown

Rising sea levels driven by 
global warming are on track 
to dramatically boost the fre-
quency of coastal flooding 
worldwide by mid-century, 
especially in tropical regions. 

It is said that in the future we 
will be fighting each other 
with ones and zeros, not 
sticks and stones. Do you 
think the next World War will 
be fought on the internet?

Yes               No              Cant Say

Manila

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte said 

yesterday China’s leaders 
told him they were prepared 
to go to war over competing 
claims in the South China 
Sea.

Duterte, who met with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and Premier Li Keqiang in 
Beijing this week, said he 
was making the threat public 
in response to domestic 
criticism he was being too 
weak with China over the 
dispute.

“I really said it to their face. 
That is ours and we intend 
to drill oil there,” Duterte 
said, revealing his previously 
unreported plans to explore 
for natural resources in 
disputed areas.

“And they told me: ‘Well, 
we’re friends. We do not want 
to quarrel with you. We want 
to maintain the present warm 
relationship. But if you force 
the issue we’ll go to war.’” 

The competing claims to the 
sea, which is believed to sit 
atop vast oil and gas deposits, 
have for decades made it one 
of Asia’s potential military 
flashpoints.

China claims most of the 
sea, a key waterway for global 
shipping, and has reclaimed 
disputed reefs and installed 
military facilities on them.

Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam 
and Taiwan also have 
overlapping claims.

An international 
tribunal ruled in July 
last year that China’s 
claims to most of the 
sea were without legal 
basis, in a case filed by 
the Philippines 
u n d e r 
D u t e r t e ’ s 
predecessor, 

Benigno Aquino.
But China vowed to ignore 

the ruling and warned the 
Philippines against trying to 
use the verdict as leverage.

Duterte, who began his 
six-year term in June last 
year, agreed to take a soft 
stance with China, claiming 
that if he did it might lead 
to war.

Duterte has also sought 
closer ties with China to 

win billions of dollars of 
Chinese investments 
and loans, while 
loosening the 
Philippines’ long-
standing alliance with 

the United States.

Sri Lanka to demolish 
10,000 buildings China threatened 

‘war’ 
over
sea row:
Duterte

Ban on smoking
Manila

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte has 

signed an executive order 
that will impose a wide-
ranging ban on smoking 
in public, reinforcing 
some of the toughest 
anti-tobacco measures in  
Asia.

Smoking cigarettes will 
be banned in many public 
places, while selling tobacco 
within 100 metres (330 feet) 
of schools and other areas 
where children gather could 
attract jail terms, according 
to the order published late 

Thursday.
Other measures included 

a ban on singing karaoke at 
night and a 2:00 am curfew 
on drinking alcohol in public, 
although these have yet to be 
implemented.

The order had been 
reported in some media as a 
blanket ban on smoking in 
public places. 

However the order did not 
make that clear and health 
department spokesman Eric 
Tayag said the exact areas 
to be banned would be 
announced later, with the 
order set to become law in 

60 days.
Nevertheless, the order 

did state that smoking would 
be banned in all “enclosed” 
public places, which are 
defined as having a roof and 
at least one wall. 

People who smoke in 
banned areas will face a fine 
of 500 pesos ($10) for a first 
offence, rising to a maximum 
of 10,000 pesos ($200) for a 
third strike, according to the 
order.

People who sell tobacco 
products in banned places 
could be jailed for up to three 
years, the order said. © GRAPHIC NEWS

Japanese Emperor abdication bill approved
Japan’s government has approved a bill to allow Emperor Akihito

to hand over the Chrysanthemum Throne to Crown Prince Naruhito
in what would be the country's first abdication in 200 years

Source: Japanese Imperial Household
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Imperial Standard
Place in line

of succession

Crown Prince
Naruhito

b1960

Princess
Mako**
b1991

Princess
Kako
b1994

Prince
Hisahito

b2006

Princess
Aiko

b2001
*Left Imperial Family in 2005 on marriage to commoner
**Expected to leave family next year on marriage to commoner

Empress
Michiko
b1934

Emperor
Akihito
b1933

Princess
Masako
b1963

Prince
Akishino

b1965

Princess
Kiko

b1966

Current emperor:
Akihito acceded
to throne in 1989.
He is 125th emperor
in imperial line
believed to be
unbroken for
2,600 years

Princess
Sayako*
b1969

Princess
Hanako
b1940

Prince
Masahito

b1935-

Empress
Nagako

1903-2000

Emperor
Hirohito

1901-1989

Xi Jinping, 
Chinese President

Philippines’ President Rodrigo Duterte delivering a 
speech during the 33rd National Convention of the 
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary (PCGA) in Davao 
City
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