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Geneva

A cholera outbreak in war-
ravaged Yemen has killed 

242 people, and left nearly 
23,500 others sick in the past 
three weeks alone, the World 
Health Organisation said 
yesterday.

The UN health agency said 
that in the past day alone, 
20 cholera deaths and 3,460 
suspected cases had been 
registered in the country, 

where two-thirds of the 
population are on the brink 
of famine.

“The speed of the 
resurgence of this cholera 
epidemic is unprecedented,” 
WHO country representative 
for Yemen Nevio Zagaria told 
reporters in Geneva by phone 
from Yemen, warning that a 
quarter of a million people 
could become sick by the end 
of the year. Cholera is a highly 

contagious bacterial infection 
spread through contaminated 
food or water.

Zagaria pointed out that 
humanitarian workers cannot 
access some parts of the 
country, and that the number 
of suspected cholera cases 
could be far higher than those 
registered.

Zagaria pointed out that 
many of the remaining health 
workers in the country had 

not been paid for seven  
months.

At the same time, he said, 
lacking electricity meant water 
pumping stations were only 
functioning in an intermittent 
way, and the sewer systems 
were damaged.

“The population is using 
water sources that are 
contaminated,” he said.

Zagaria said the United 
Nations agencies were 

preparing to “release an 
emergency response cholera 
plan in the next 48 hours,” 
aimed at dramatically scaling 
up the number of treatment 
centres and rehydration 
centres.

At the same time, he 
said there was a dire need 
for funding to help Yemen 
authorities to make the 
necessary infrastructure 
repairs.

“The spread of the 
disease is too big and they 
need substantial support, 
in terms of repairing the 
sewer system, ... treating 
and chlorinating the water  
sources.” 

Without dramatic efforts 
to halt the spread of the 
disease, “the price that 
we will pay in terms of life 
will be extremely high,” he  
warned. (AFP)
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cholera cases, 
242 deaths in 
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Times Square driver charged with murder
New York

A US Navy veteran who 
ploughed a car into 

pedestrians in New York’s 
Times Square, killing a woman 
and injuring 22 other people, 
has been charged with murder 
and attempted murder, police 
said yesterday

Thursday’s incident sparked 
fear in the US financial capital 
after deadly car-rammings in 
London, Berlin and the French 
city of Nice, but authorities 
said there was no evidence the 
crash was terror-related.

Richard Rojas, 26, a former 
Navy electrician from the 
Bronx, was arrested at the scene 
and later charged with one 

count of murder in the death 
of an 18-year-old tourist and 
with 20 counts of attempted 
murder.  Police confirmed the 
identity of the young woman 
who was killed on the spot 

-- Alyssa Elsman, 18, a tourist 
from Portage, Michigan. 
Her 13-year-old sister, Ava, 
was among the injured, four 
of whom were in critical 
condition.

A wrecked car sits in the intersection of 45th and 
Broadway in Times Square

Chinese jets intercept US aircraft

Washington

Two Chinese fighter jets 
intercepted an American 

military plane over the East 
China Sea, the US Air Force 
said yesterday. The US aircraft, a 
WC-135 Constant Phoenix, was 
conducting a “routine mission” 

in international airspace on 
May 17 when it was intercepted 
by two Chinese Sukhoi SU-30 
fighter aircraft, the Air Force said 
in a statement.

The WC-135 is a so-called 
“sniffer plane” designed to scan 
the atmosphere for signs of 

nuclear activity.
“The WC-135 was operating 

in accordance with international 
law.  While we are still 
investigating the incident, initial 
reports from the US aircrew 
characterized the intercept as 
unprofessional,” the Air Force 
said. 

The United States was 
addressing the issue with China 
through “appropriate diplomatic 
and military channels.”

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
told a regular press briefing 
in Beijing that she had no 
information about the incident.

Mid-air interceptions occur 
routinely in international 
airspace, but the US military will 
often call out foreign pilots if it 
judges the maneuvers to be risky 
or unprofessional.

Yemenis look for items in piles of rubbish lining 
a road in Sanaa after sanitation workers went on 
strike over weeks of unpaid wages

Representative picture


