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Stockholm

Swedish prosecutors 
yesterday dropped a 

seven-year rape investigation 
targeting Julian Assange, a 
legal victory for the WikiLeaks 
founder who has been holed 
up in the Ecuadoran embassy 
in London since 2012.

But British police said they 
would still arrest Assange if 
he tried to leave the embassy, 
saying he had breached the 
terms of his bail by refusing to 
turn himself in when an arrest 
warrant was issued in 2012.

Marianne Ny, Sweden’s 
director of public prosecution, 
said in a statement that 
the rape investigation was 
dropped because “there is 
no reason to believe that the 
decision to surrender him to 
Sweden can be executed in 
the foreseeable future.” 

Assange, for his part, said he 
would “not forgive or forget” 
the prosecutors’ attempts to 
have him extradited, which he 
avoided by remaining in the 
Ecuadoran embassy.

“Detained for seven years 
without charge by [sic] while 
my children grew up and my 
name was slandered. I do not 
forgive or forget,” he said on 
Twitter.

‘Abuse of procedure’
Assange’s accuser called 
the prosecutors’ decision a 
“scandal”, her lawyer said.

“It is a scandal that a 
suspected rapist can escape 
justice and thereby avoid the 
courts,” the lawyer, Elisabeth 
Fritz, said in an email.

“My client is shocked and 
no decision to (end the case) 
can make her change that 
Assange exposed her to rape,” 

she said. The accusation 
against Assange dates from 
August 2010 when the alleged 
victim, who says she met him 
at a WikiLeaks conference in 
Stockholm a few days earlier, 
filed a complaint. 

She accused him of having 
sex with her -- as she slept 
-- without using a condom 
despite repeatedly having 
denied him unprotected sex. 

The 45-year-old Australian 
has always denied the 
allegations, which he feared 
would lead to him being 
extradited to the US and 
facing trial over the leak of 
hundreds of thousands of 
secret American military and 
diplomatic documents.

In November, Swedish 

prosecutor Ingrid Isgren 
was present during 
Assange’s questioning at the 
Ecuadorian embassy as she 
posed questions through an 
Ecuadorian prosecutor. 

Swedish prosecutors 
received a translation of the 
interrogation four months 
later, but “all materials were 
translated into Spanish then 
into English then back into 
Spanish then into Swedish,” 
Ny said, making it difficult 
for the investigation to move 
forward.

The statute of limitations 
on the rape allegation 
expires in August 2020, and 
prosecutors could reopen 
the case if Assange returns 
to Sweden before then. (AFP)

Ecuador demands ‘safe passage’
Quito

Ecuador urged Britain 
yesterday to “grant 

safe passage” out of the 
country to WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange 
after Sweden dropped a 
warrant that drove him to 
take refuge in Ecuador’s 
London embassy.

“The European Arrest 
Warrant no longer 
holds. The UK must now 
grant safe passage to Mr 
Julian Assange,” minister 

Guillaume Long wrote on 
Twitter.

Swedish prosecutors 
earlier announced they had 
dropped their rape probe 
against Assange, 45.

Despite that, British 
police said they would still 
arrest Assange if he tried to 
leave the embassy.

They said he had 
breached the terms of his 
bail by refusing to turn 
himself in when an arrest 
warrant was issued in 2012.

Swedish 
prosecutors 
drop rape 
probe against 
Assange

A police-car is parked 
opposite the Embassy 
of Ecuador in London

Wikileaks founder Julian Assange 
speaks on the balcony of the Embassy 

of Ecuador in London


