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141 killed in south Libya 
airbase attack
Tripoli 

An attack on an airbase in 
south Libya has killed 

141 people, mostly soldiers 
loyal to military strongman 
Khalifa Haftar, a spokesman 
for his forces said yesterday. 
Members of the Third 
Force militia loyal to the 
UN-backed Government of 
National Accord in Tripoli 
on Thursday attacked the 
base used by Haftar’s LNA, 
military sources said.
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Detained for 7 years with-
out charge by while my 
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name was slandered. I do 
not forgive or forget.
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HM King 
leaves for 
Saudi today
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Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa will leave 

for Saudi Arabia today to attend 
the 17th Advisory Summit of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) leaders, the Royal Court 
said, adding HM will chair the 
Summit.

HM the King will head 
Bahrain’s delegation to the 
GCC-US summit and to the 
Arab-Islamic-US summit in 
response to an invitation from 
the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, the court 

added.
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Washington

As US President Donald 
Trump began his visit 

to Saudi Arabia today, 
Washington and Riyadh have 
issued their first “joint terrorist 
designation” -- blacklisting a 
Hezbollah leader. Hashem 
Safieddine was described by 
US officials as a key member 
of the executive council of 
Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed 
Lebanese armed movement 
which Washington has 
branded a “foreign terrorist 
organization.”“Saudi joined the 
United States in designating 
Hashem Safieddine,” State 
Department said in a statement. 
“As a result, any of his assets in 
Saudi are frozen, and transfers 
through the Kingdom’s 
financial sector, are prohibited.” 
The department’s Bureau of 
Counterterrorism tweeted 
that this marked the “first-
ever” State Department and 
foreign nation “joint terrorist 
designation”, underlining the 
close cooperation between U 
and Saudi officials.        - AFP
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Manama

Filming traffic accidents may land you 
in jail, if MPs endorse a new law that 

criminalises publicising accidents and 
harming others’ privacy.

The House of Representatives will 
view and discuss a report prepared by its 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee on the matter.

The committee had last year received 
a proposal from MP Mohammed Al 
Maarifi, suggesting subjecting those who 
film and publicise traffic accidents to 
fines and imprisonment.

The committee endorsed the proposal 
after excluding the people involved 
in the accident and accredited media 
personnel.

“The proposal aims at amending the 
existing traffic law to curb crowding at 

accidents’ sites with the aim to 
film them and share the footage 

online, without taking others’ privacy 
into consideration. Such phenomena 
have negative effects on the society, 
as individuals’ pictures are circulated 
against their will and without knowing 
about it,” committee members explained 
in its report, adding that “the amendment 
would also curb the disruption of traffic 
caused by crowding”.

After reviewing it with several 
authorities such as Interior Ministry 
and the National Institute for Human 
Rights, the committee endorsed the 
proposal, introducing punishments 
of “imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding six months and a fine not less 
than BD50 and not exceeding BD500 
or one of these penalties for individuals 
who film and publicise traffic accidents 
through any electronic or other means”.

Justifying the proposal, Al Maarifi 
had earlier stated, “We’ve reached 

an advanced yet dangerous era of 
communication technologies. 
People nowadays see pictures of 
their loved ones’ injured o r 
dead even before they 
could be informed about 
it by the concerned 
official authorities, who 
are trained on how to 
deliver such news. On top 
of that, they hinder the 
flow of traffic and halt the 
concerned authorities’ work 
to save the lives of the victims 
involved in the accident. To 
combat this alien phenomenon, 
we must criminalise such acts 
by amending the existing laws.”

The House will review, 
discuss and vote on the 
committee’s report on Tuesday 
so it could be referred to Shura 
Council and the Government 
for further approval.

Law to penalise

Once the proposal is 
approved, people crowding 
at accidents’ sites to take 
pictures will be penalised
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