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Washington 

President Donald Trump 
attacked the FBI and 

lawmakers probing suspected 
Russian meddling in the 2016 
U.S presidential election, 
drawing sharp criticism for 
saying an excessive focus on 
Russia led investigators to 
miss signs that could have 
prevented a deadly school 
shooting in Florida.

In a series of tweets over 
the weekend from his Mar-
a-Lago estate in Florida, 
Trump said congressional 
investigations and political 
“hatred” showed Russia 
had succeeded in sowing 
“discord, disruption and 
chaos” in the United States.

He accused his Democratic 

predecessor, Barack Obama, 
of failing to do enough to stop 
Russian election interference.

“They are laughing their 
asses off in Moscow,” Trump 
tweeted on Sunday morning.

In a tweet on Saturday 
night, Trump criticized 
the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for missing 
warning signs in the case 
of Nikolas Cruz, 19, who 
is charged with killing 17 
people on Wednesday at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, a 
Fort Lauderdale suburb.

The FBI acknowledged 
on Friday that it failed to 
investigate a warning that 
Cruz possessed a gun and the 
desire to kill. (Reuters) 

Moscow

ISIS has claimed 
responsibility for a gun 

rampage at an Orthodox 
church in Russia that left five 
women dead.

Khalil Khalilov screamed 
‘Allahu akbar’ as he opened 
fire with a hunting rifle 
before he was shot dead by 
police in Kizlyar, a town in 
the mainly Muslim region of 
Dagestan.

Chilling footage shows the 
bearded 22-year-old attacker 
walking to the church 
on Sunday and a terrified 

woman fleeing the scene.
ISIS claimed one of its 

‘soldiers of Islam’, who 
they referred to as Khalil 
Daghestan, carried out the 
attack using his gun to ‘kill 
five of them and wound four 
others’.

Pictures show the body of 
Khalilov, who was dressed 
in military clothes and was 
carrying a hunting knife 
with Arabic inscriptions on 
the black sheath. Next to his 
corpse lay two of his victims, 
covered in a white shroud. 
(MailOnline)

Chon Buri, Thailand 

US and Thai marines 
slurped snake blood 

and ate scorpions in a 
jungle survival programme 
yesterday as part of the two 
nations’ annual Cobra Gold 
war games.

Now in its 37th year, 
Cobra Gold is one of the 
largest military exercises in 
Asia, bringing thousands 
of troops from the United 
States, Thailand and other 
countries for 10 days of field 
training on Thai shores.

Yesterday, several dozen 

US and Thai marines took 
park in an annual jungle 
survival drill on a Thai navy 
base in Chonburi province, 
where troops took turns 
drinking blood from a 
severed cobra before grilling 
and eating the snakes.

Thai military trainers also 
taught the group - which 
included South Korean 
troops - how to remove 
venom from scorpions and 
tarantulas before eating 
them, find water in jungle 
vines and identity edible 
plants. (AFP)

Trump says FBI missed 
signs on Florida shooting 
due to Russia probe. Do 
you agree?

Award-winning 
actor dies penniless
Bosnian Roma actor Nazif 
Mujic, who won a Silver 
Bear acting award at the 
Berlin Film Festival in 2013, 
has died aged 48, follow-
ing a harrowing descent into 
extreme poverty despite his 
film success.

Swastikas were drawn 
on the gates of Poland’s 
embassy in the Israeli capital 
Tel Aviv, a day after Polish 
Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki said Jews were 
among perpetrators of the 
Holocaust.

Turkish authorities changed 
street name outside US 
embassy to “Olive Branch” 
in a not-so-discreet bid to 
antagonize American officials 
by referencing the ongoing 
Turkish military offensive 
against US-backed Kurdish 
militias in northern Syria.

US President Donald Trump 
has slammed Oprah Winfrey 
as “very insecure”, saying 
he hopes to see her run for 
President in 2020 so “she can 
be exposed and defeated”.

Swastikas drawn on 
Israel’s Polish embassy 

Turkey renames 
US embassy street 

Trump slams Oprah 

“I call on Iran to cease activity 
which risks escalating the 
conflict and to support a 
political solution to the conflict 
in Yemen. I also call on all 
parties to the conflict to abide 
fully by applicable international 
law.”

Boris Johnson
British Foreign Secretary 
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Trump: FBI missed signs on 
shooting due to Russia probe

ISIS claim responsibility for 
attack on church in Russia

Marines drink cobra blood in 
US-Thai war drills

US and South Korean marines watch as a Thai marine han-
dles a cobra during the Cobra

Members of emergency and rescue team search for the 
plane that crashed in a mountainous area of central Iran

Boston

Human bones recovered 
from a shipwreck may 

belong to the infamous 
pirate Samuel ‘Black Sam’  
Bellamy.

Black Sam is regarded as the 
most successful pirate of all 
time, capturing more than 53 
ships and plundering a loot 
of $130 million (adjusted for 
inflation) during his short 
career.

The ship he went down in, 
the Whydah Gally, reportedly 
held more than four and a half 
tonnes of gold and silver when 
he captured it in 1717.

Remains of the wreckage 
were found in the Cape Cod 

peninsula in Massachusetts, 
USA, where the Whydah 
sunk in stormy seas the same 
year.

Most of the crew were 
killed and the treasure on 
board sunk to the ocean floor.  
(MailOnline)

Body of Captain Black Sam 
Bellamy ‘found’ at Cape Cod

Tehran 

Iranian rescue teams battled 
severe weather yesterday as 

they searched for a passenger 
plane that disappeared high 
in the Zagros mountains the 
previous day with 66 people 
on board.

Several helicopters that 
had deployed at dawn to 
hunt for Aseman Airlines 
flight EP3704 were forced to 
return to base, officials said.

“Unfortunately due 
to strong winds and fog 
reducing visibility, it was 
not possible for helicopters 
to continue their search,” a 
Red Crescent official told the 
ISNA news agency.

“Teams are searching by 
foot and so far they have not 
found anything.”

Officials said hundreds 
of mountaineers, dogs and 
drones were operating 

around the Dena mountain 
at altitudes as high as 4,500 
metres (15,000 feet).

The ATR-72 twin-engine 
plane, in service for 25 years, 
left the capital’s Mehrabad 
airport at around 8:00 am 
(0430 GMT) Sunday and was 
heading towards the city of 
Yasuj, some 500 kilometres 
(300 miles) to the south.

Several relatives of 
passengers have travelled to 
the Dena mountain area where 
the plane is thought to have 
come down, local media said.

A team of crash 
investigators from French air 
safety agency BEA was set to 
arrive in Iran later yesterday.

“Three investigators and 
our technical advisers will go 
to the site,” a BEA spokesman 
told AFP.

Aseman Airlines was 
blacklisted by the European 

Commission in December 
2016 -- one of only three 
airlines barred over safety 
concerns.

The other 190 airlines 
banned by Europe were 
blacklisted due to broader 
concerns over safety 
oversight in their respective 
countries.

Iran has complained 
that sanctions imposed 
by the United States have 
jeopardised the safety of its 
airlines, making it difficult 
to maintain and modernise 
ageing fleets.

In a working paper 
presented to the United 
Nations’ International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) in 2013, Iran said US 
sanctions were barring “the 
acquisition of parts, services 
and support essential to 
aviation safety”. (AFP) 

Search 
continues 
for Iran 
plane

An archaeologist probes the concretion surrounding a leg 
bone that was salvaged from the shipwreck


