
Japan’s  biggest custom car 
show took place in Tokyo as hundreds of 

manufacturers from around the world gathered to 
show off the best and most bizarre way people can 
modify their vehicles.

More than 300,000 people attended the three-
day festival of all things motoring, as hundreds of 
the biggest car brands and parts suppliers show off 
their wares.

While some of Japan’s leading automobile 
manufacturers including Mazda, Subaru 

and Hino maintained a presence 
at TAS, showcasing a number of 
their concept models and racing 
cars, the event, which started life 
in the 1980s under the name Tokyo 

Exciting Car Show, continued 
its celebration and promotion of 

aftermarket manufacturing, tuning, dressing 
and customization.
Among the most eye-catching 

examples of dressing-up at 
TAS 2018 was a glittering 
pink Lamborghini 
showcased by Japanese 
brand Lyzer from car 
parts and accessories 
manufacturer World 
Wing Light.

A sense of fun has 
always been a part of the 

TAS remit (look out for 

the Pandarghini -- 
perhaps a nod to a recent 

furry addition to Tokyo) with plenty of this to be 
found on display at this year’s show in the custom 
paint jobs and prints that included tributes to anime 
character Doraemon, Minions, and Hello Kitty.  The 
Show Up division of Signal Inc., showed how much 
an Audi can be transformed with one of their car 
paints.

Tokyo Auto Salon began life in 1983 as the above 
mentioned Tokyo Exciting Car Show, the brainchild 
of the editor-in-chief of tuning car magazine “Option.”  
The name changed to Tokyo Auto Salon in 1987.  As 
the event has grown scale so it has expanded in the 
variety of exhibitors in attendance.  TAS 2018 has 
plenty to offer for the car enthusiast right through to 
the layman.  (kyodonews)
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Opel said a full-electric version of its Corsa will launch 

in 2020, a year after the conventionally powered new 
generation of the subcompact hatchback goes on sale.

The Corsa EV will be a rival to battery-powered small cars 
such as the Renault Zoe. It will fill the gap left by the Opel 
Ampera-e, which is being phased out after PSA bought Opel 
from General Motors last year.

In a statement, Opel said all versions of the Corsa 
will be built in its factory in Zaragoza, Spain, making 
the plant the first PSA Group factory in Europe to 
produce a full-electric Opel/Vauxhall model.  
(autonews)

Citroen is making some bold claims for the next-generation 
C5, going as far as saying it will reinvent the sedan  

segment. While many automakers are shifting all of their focus 
to SUVs and crossovers, the French brand believes that any 

credible auto manufacturer needs to be present in all 
main sectors of the automotive market. However, 

in a world where SUVs are currently the 
vehicles which consumers lust after, 

a change is definitely needed. 
(carscoops)

Citroen: new C5 to reinvent sedan segment Opel to launch full-electric Corsa in 2020

A £1.8million Pagani Huayra BC supercar, successor 

to the iconic Zonda, is displayed during the Tokyo 

Auto Salon

A Automobili Lamborghini SpA 

Murcielago covered with 600,000 

pink Swarovski crystals including 

on the gear stick

A Honda Mugen RC20GT Civic type-R concept car is displayed to the public during the three-day motoring festival

A Mitsuoka Orochi, 
which is modeled to 

look like a trophy 
fish, is displayed in 

the booth of an LED 
headlight maker

A Mercedes AMG GT3 rac-ing car decorated with the animated character Hatsune Miku, a 16-year-old voiced by a synthesizer

Car dress-up shop 
D.A.D displays a 
Mercedes-Benz 

SL600 decorated 
with Swarovski crys-

tals

Toyota Gazoo 
Racing displays 

its ‘GR Supersport 
Concept’ car which 
is a 1,000bhp road 

car based on a model 
raced at Le Mans

A classic Volkswagen camper 

van which has been modified to 

include an awning to allow the 

owners to relax in nature


