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The lack of parking space 
has affected business at 

Manama Central Fish Market, 
the Kingdom’s largest fish 
market, with dwindling sales.

“There are no space for 
customers to park their 
vehicles near the market which 
is affecting our business,” 
said a Bahraini vendor at the 
market said yesterday.

 “The issue of the limited 
parking space for customers 
has always been there. But 
in recent years, the shipping 
trucks delivering fruits and 
vegetables to the nearby 

vegetables market have 
overtaken whatever tiny space 
our customers had to park 
their vehicles. We also have 

customers coming in from 
Saudi Arabia who repeatedly 
complain about the lack of 
regulation of traffic here,” said 

Mohammed Mirza, who has 
been in the business for over 
50 years.

“If no adequate parking 
spaces are provided for them, 
the customers won’t come to 
our market anymore,” he said, 
adding that the authorities 
have given them several 
promises to develop the 
market in the past, but with 
no action taken.

 “Fruits and vegetables 
are given the priority here, 
that’s why the trucks had 
slowly overtaken the parking 
space allocated for our 
customers through the years. 
Additionally, traffic police 
patrols deal strictly with 

drivers who double park. Our 
customers complain that they 
pay traffic fines when they 
come to the market instead 

of buying fish. Many of them 
stopped coming here and go to 
Jidhafs Central Market,” said 
Abdulaziz another vendor.

It’s noteworthy that some 
of the trucks drivers, who 
travel for long distances from 
Oman, Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia, spend a night or two 
in their trucks that are parked 
near the market.

Capital General Secretariat 
(formerly municipality) 
had stated earlier that it’s 
coordinating with Works, 
Municipalities Affairs and 
Urban Planning Ministry to 
commence road maintenance 
in the parking lots allocated 
to trucks as well as market 
traders and visitors. 

2 Monday, February 20, 2017

hits vendors at Central market
Lack of parking space

Lecture held on ‘Women 
and violent extremism’

DT News Network
Manama

The IISS Middle East hosted 
a lecture by award winning 

journalist and Al Hayat Foreign 
Editor, Baria Alamuddin. 
The lecture on ‘Women and 
Violent Extremism’, focussed 
on accounts of more than a 
thousand Saudi women at 
home and abroad. The lecture, 
was chaired by IISS Consulting 
Senior Fellow for Middle East 
Policies Dr Elisabeth Marteu, 
and introduced by IISS Senior 

Fellow for Political Islamism Dr 
Nelly Lahoud. She denounced 
extremism and violence 
while supporting social rights 
movement in an acceptable 
way. Women surveyed 
showed an understanding of 
terrorist groups’ methods of 
demeaning women through 
sex trafficking, whether 
Muslim women, or abducted 
non-Muslim minority women 
and highlighted the travails of 
kidnapped Yazidi girl Nadia 
Murad, an ISIS survivor.

Alamuddin also shed light on 
the militant attitudes of some 
Muslim women who are based 
in the West or are Western 
converts. Measured by the 
numbers and nationalities of 
the so-called ISIS jihadi brides, 
conservative lifestyles clearly 
do not mark the motive behind 
radicalised thinking. The 
lecture was attended by Simon 
Martin British ambassador 
to Bahrain, U.S. Ambassador 
William Roebuck and other 
dignitaries.

Fish vendors at the Manama Central Fish Market. Lack of parking space for customers has affected sales at  the market

Trucks parked at  spaces allocated for custom-
ers’ vehicles at  the  Manama Central Market

From Left- Dr Nelly Lahoud, Baria Alamuddin and Dr Elisabeth Marteu
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Unearthing a major scam, 
a Muharraq Municipality 

councilor has revealed that the 
municipality is ‘hiding’ around 
120,000 waste bags in its 
warehouses that are supposed 
to be given to citizens.

The revelation comes in 
the wake of the municipality’s 
claim that “there are no 
garbage bags available” for 
use of its citizens.

Interestingly, Muharraq 
Municipal Council’s 
Financial and Legal 
Committee Chairman Ghazi 
Al Murbati recently posted a 
footage showing the stocked 
bags inside the municipality’s 
stores.

The video also showed a 
big poster on the authority’s 
doors stating “there no 

garbage bags available now”.
“It has been a long time 

since citizens were provided 
with the bags, which they are 
entitled to on a monthly basis. 
What the municipality did is 
unacceptable, especially that 
it’s a matter related to public 
health and the environment. 
It can only be explained as the 
bureaucracy aiming to halt 

the interest of the nation and 
its people,” Al Murbati said in 
a statement.

He also demanded the 
technical services directorate 
in the municipality to 
immediately distribute the 
bags among beneficiaries 
and prevent a possible 
environment disaster in 
Muharraq. 

The municipality,   on 
the other hand,  explained 
in a statement that “the bags 
are kept at the warehouses 
as per certain administrative 
procedures”.

A total of 4600 bags were 
distributed on Thursday as a 
temporary procedure to cover 
the current shortage while the 
procedures are completed, the 
statement read, adding that 
the distributed bags were only 
given to Muharraq residents.  

Municipal councilor

Municipality
‘hiding’
120,000
garbage bags:

Councilor Al 
Murbati has 

posted a footage 
showing bags at 

municipality’s 
stores

Ghazi Al Murbati

(Left) A poster at the 
Muharraq municipality 
saying no bags are avail-
able for distribution; (Right) 
bags stacked at the 
municipality’s warehouse
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More than 1000 people 
were rescued from 

Bahraini waters last year, the 
latest figures have showed.

Interior Ministry’s Coast 
Guard has carried out various 
search, rescue and assistance 

operations in 2016 which 
included 1171 individuals and 
464 boat, stated,Coast Guard 
Commander Brigadier Alaa 
Siyadi, yesterday 

“The Coast Guard also 
dealt with 57 accidents and 
issued 259 maritime ban 
violations, 630 registration 
and licencing violations, 437 
fishing violations and 118 

residency violations,” Brig. 
Siyadi confirmed. The official 
also noted various efforts taken 
by the Coast Guard to improve 
its performance, mentioning 
the recent launch of the 
landing ship ‘Safra 1’ and the 
36 training courses conducted 
last year, benefiting 317 coast 
guards from Bahrain and GCC 
countries.

Coast Guard rescues 
1,171 people in 2016

Brigadier Siyadi (left)


