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There is a huge opportunity to 
rethink training for jobs. With 
technology changing rapidly and 
new job areas emerging and 
transforming constantly, we need 
to focus on making lightweight, 
continuous education widely 
available.
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New York

US Defence Secretary 
James Mattis has said 

competition between great 
powers, not terrorism, is now 
the main focus of America’s 
national security. The US 
faced “growing threats from 
revisionist powers as different 
as China and Russia”, he said, 
unveiling the national defence 
strategy. In an apparent 
reference to Russia, he 
warned against “threaten[ing] 
America’s experiment in 
democracy”. “If you challenge 
us, it will be your longest and 
worst day,” he warned.

US facing threats from 
China Russia: Mattis

P
03

Murder of
teenager:
Accused
arrested,
interrogated

Tel: 1722 8888
www.bfc.com.bh

NOW  AVAILABLE   
ON  THE  BFC  APP

FAST,  SAFE  AND   
SECURE  ONLINE   
MONEY  TRANSFER  

JO3639_Smart_Money_App_Launch_DT_Hamper_6.7cmX4cm.indd   19/26/17   3:39 PMJerusalem

The head of the United Nations agency for 
Palestinians said yesterday the US decision 

to freeze of tens of millions of dollars in aid 
resulted from diplomatic disputes rather than 
the agency’s performance.

The US State Department this week froze 
two planned payments worth more than $100 
million to the United Nations Relief and Work 
Agency (UNRWA), with a spokeswoman saying 
it was linked to necessary “reform” of the agency.

But Pierre Krahenbuhl, UNRWA’s 
commissioner general, said the agency had not 
been informed by the United States of any new 

reform demands, and was “caught up” 
in a dispute between the Palestinian 
leadership and the US administration.

“I have to look at this as not related 
to our performance but a decision 

and a debate that was caught up in 
the aftermath of what of course was the 

General Assembly resolution on Jerusalem 
and other matters,” Krahenbuhl said in an 

interview in Jerusalem.
“My perception is there is a debate in the US 

administration about funding to the Palestinians 
and our funding got caught up in that.”

The US gave around $700 million in support 
to the Palestinians last year, of which about half 
went to UNRWA, which has a non-political 
mandate to provide schooling, healthcare and 
other services to Palestinians across the Middle 
East.

Israel and some American politicians accuse 
the agency of bias, with Israeli leaders saying its 
existence perpetuates the conflict.

The Palestinian leadership has cut ties with 
President Donald Trump’s administration since 
his controversial December 6 recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

It said that the US under Trump can no longer 
be mediator in peace talks with Israel.

The United Nations General Assembly voted 
to condemn the US decision on Jerusalem.

Trump had been pushing to restart peace talks 
but on January 2 he tweeted that the US gives 
the Palestinians “HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS” and gets “no appreciation or 
respect.”

“With the Palestinians no longer willing to 
talk peace, why should we make any of these 
massive future payments to them?”

On Tuesday his administration suspended 
$65 million to UNRWA, followed 
Thursday by another $45 million in 
food aid destined for the agency.- 
(AFP)
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