
06

world

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2018

No one is in 
a position to 
dictate to the 

Chinese people 
what should or 
should not be 

done 

XI JINPING

As the journey is 
often long and 

difficult, I can only 
go there once a 

month to vaccinate 
children. But now, 
with these drones, 

we can hope to 
reach many more 

children in the 
remotest areas of 

the island 

MIRIAM NAMPI

Drone delivers vaccines in key Vanuatu trial
Sydney, Australia

A one-month-old on a remote 
island in the Pacific archi-

pelago of Vanuatu became the 
first child to be immunised in a 
commercial trial of drone-deliv-
ered vaccines, the UN children’s 
fund UNICEF said Tuesday.

Aid agencies hope the success-
ful run in the country, where one 
in five children is not fully im-
munised, could eventually help 
governments and organisations 
reach others in far-flung places 
around the world.

“Today ’s small  fl ight by 
drone is a big leap for global 
health,” UNICEF executive di-

rector Henrietta Fore said in a  
statement.

“With the world still strug-
gling to immunise the hardest to 
reach children, drone technolo-
gies can be a game changer for 
bridging that last mile to reach 
every child.”

While this is not the first time 
that drones have been used to 
deliver vaccines, it is the first 
time such a method has been 
deployed in Vanuatu, which has 
83 islands, most only accessible 
by boat.

It is also the first time a com-
mercial contract is being used 
for routine immunisations, 

UNICEF said.
A key requirement for the de-

liveries is maintaining the tem-
peratures at which the vaccines 
are carried.

In warmer places such as 
Vanuatu, transportation across 
limited roads has its challenges.

In the trial, the drone travelled 
across almost 40 kilometres (25 
miles) of rough and mountain-
ous terrain from the west of the 
southern island of Erromango 
to its east, arriving at the remote 
Cook’s Bay.

The vaccines were kept in sty-
rofoam boxes that carried ice-
packs and a temperature sen-

sor that 
w o u l d 
be triggered if it 
exceeded the re-
quired range. A 
total of 13 chil-
d r e n  a n d  f i v e 
pregnant women 
were vaccinated by 
a registered nurse, 
UNICEF added.

“As the journey 
is often long and 
difficult, I can only go 
there once a month to vaccinate 
children. But now, with these 
drones, we can hope to reach 
many more children in the re-

mot- e s t 
areas of the 
is land,”  the 
nurse, Miriam 
Nampil, told 

UNICEF.
The agency 

said Vanuatu’s 
g o v e r n m e n t 
was considering 

incorporating drone de-
liveries of vaccines into their 
national immunisation pro-
gramme, and with the supply of 
other health aids.

European union to cut new 
car emissions by 37.5 per cent
Brussels, Belgium

The European Union forged 
ahead yesterday with 

plans to slash carbon dioxide 
emissions from new cars 
and vans by 2030 
despite industry 
concerns the tar-
gets are for now 
“totally unrealis-
tic.” 

EU member countries 
and the European Parlia-
ment struck the ambitious deal 
late Monday that Brussels said 
would 

help the bloc meet its commit-
ments under the Paris climate 
accord.

The targets will require new 
cars sold in 2030 to emit 37.5 
percent less carbon dioxide 

on average 
compared 
t o  2 0 2 1 
l e v e l s . 
Emissions 
from new 
vans will 
have to be 
31 percent 

lower.
A m b a s s a -

d o r s  f r o m 
E U  c o u n -
tries are to 

expected to 

endorse the deal in Brussels 
as soon as Wednesday, just 
days after the COP24 summit 
in Poland aimed at breathing 
new life into the 2015 Paris  
climate deal.

The auto emissions deal is 
a compromise between the 
demands of states like Ger-
many which wanted a more 
modest cut of 30 per cent 
and the European Parliament 
which had wanted a reduction  
of 40pc. 

Siding with Germany, the 
bloc’s biggest auto producer, 
were several eastern EU coun-
tries. France, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands and Ireland 
backed the parliament’s more 
ambitious goal.

Putin to develop missiles if 
US leaves Cold war treaty
Moscow, Russia

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin yesterday laid out 

plans for Moscow to develop 
mid-range missiles banned un-
der a Cold War treaty with the 
United States if Washington 
abandons the deal.

Washington this month said 
it would withdraw from the INF 
within 60 days if Russia did not 
dismantle missiles that the US 
claims breach the deal.

Speaking at a defence min-
istry meeting, Putin said Rus-
sia’s seaborne Kalibr and air-
launched Kh-101 cruise mis-
siles -- as well as cutting-edge 
hypersonic Kinzhal (Dagger) 
missiles -- would be converted 

for ground launch if Washing-
ton ditches the INF treaty.

“It probably won’t be very 
difficult to conduct appropriate 
research and development and 
put them on the ground if need 
be,” he said.

Putin also suggested he 
was open to the idea of oth-
er countries joining the INF 
treaty. Signed in 1987 by then 
US president Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev, the treaty bans ground-
launched missiles with a range 
of between 500 and 5,500 kilo-
metres. Putin has said about a 

dozen countries were 
producing missiles of 
the type banned by the 

INF treaty.

Leopard kills 3-year-old

New Delhi, India

The headless body of 
a three-year-old boy 

snatched from his home 
by a leopard in India was 
handed over to his parents 
yesterday, wildlife officials 
said. 

Wasim Akram was in the 
kitchen with his mother 
when the animal snuck in-
side, pounced on the child 
and took him deep into the 
woods, officials said.

Local officials in the 
northern state of Jammu 

and Kashmir have sought 
“elimination orders” from 
the state government.

It was the third such kill-
ing blamed on the leopard 
in the last two months, in-
cluding an eight-year-old 
boy mauled to death in the 
area on December 7.

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  a 
team of wildlife officials 
equipped with tranquiliser 
guns have been scouring 
the area to spot the animal. 

“The leopard was spot-
ted this morning but we 
could not trap it,” Jammu 

regional wildlife warden 
Tahir Ahmad Shawl said.

Wildlife authorities have 
also issued advice for peo-
ple in the area to stay safe 
from animal attacks. 

“This is a forested area 
and humans have entered 
into their (animals’) hab-
itat and not the other way 
round. Therefore these 
incidents happen,” Shawl 
said.

Official estimates sug-
gest there are between 
12,000 and 14,000 leopards 
in India. 

A leopard rests at the Dachigam National Park outside Srinagar.

No one can 
‘dictate’ to 
China: Xi
Beijing, China

President Xi Jinping vowed 
yesterday to push ahead with 
China’s “reform and opening 

up” but warned that no one can “dic-
tate” what it does, as the Communist 
Party celebrated the policy’s 40th 
anniversary.

While he pledged to press forward 
with the economic reforms initiated 
under late paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping in December 1978, Xi indi-
cated that there would be no change 
to the one-party system.

“The great banner of socialism 
has always been flying high over the 
Chinese land,” Xi said in a speech 
at Beijing’s imposing Great Hall of 
the People.“The leadership of the 
Communist Party of China is the 
most essential feature of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics and the 
greatest advantage of the socialist 
system with Chinese characteris-
tics,” he said.

“No one is in a position to 
dictate to the Chinese people 
what should or should not be 
done,” Xi said.

“We must resolutely re-
form what should and can be 
changed, we must reso-
lutely not reform what 
shouldn’t and can’t 
be changed.”


