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Automakers settle deadly 
Takata airbag case for $553m

China drafts law on surveillance

Iran condemns missile sanctions

SKorea to reopen Gwangju probe

Soldiers killed in S. China Sea

New York

Four automakers including Toyota and BMW agreed 
yesterday to pay $553 million to settle a US lawsuit over 

the defective Takata airbags blamed for 11 deaths in the 
United States alone.

The lawsuit filed in late February claimed the carmakers 
were aware of the dangerous defects and used the airbags in 
their vehicles anyway. Nearly 16 million cars were involved.

Takata agreed pleaded guilty to fraud in February after 
agreeing to pay a $1 billion penalty.

In Thursday’s settlement agreement, which still requires 
court approval, Toyota will pay $278.5m, BMW $131m, 
Subaru $68.3m and Mazda $75.8m. Ford, Honda and Nissan 
have yet to reach similar agreements.

According to Toyota, the agreement will reimburse 
plaintiffs for travel costs while their cars are repaired.

“Resolving this litigation will allow us to focus even 
more resources on addressing the needs of our customers 
affected by this unprecedented, industry-wide recall,” the 
four automakers said in a joint statement.

The plaintiffs in the lawsuit alleged the carmakers each 
knew the Takata airbag inflators were not safe, well before 
they were installed in millions of cars.

Beijing

The Chinese government has released the first draft 
of a new intelligence law aimed at formalising its 

sweeping security powers, with broad authority to engage in 
surveillance at home and abroad.

The document would create a legal framework for the 
country’s extensive domestic and foreign intelligence 
work, which already includes widespread monitoring of 
communications and broad authority to detain anyone 
suspected of harming national security.

Tehran

Iran criticised new US sanctions on its missile programme 
yesterday, saying they  would undermine a 2015 nuclear 

deal with world powers. 
“Iran condemns the US administration’s ill will in its effort 

to reduce the positive results of the country’s implementation 
of JCPOA (nuclear deal) commitments by adding individuals 
to the list of unilateral and illegal extraterritorial sanctions,” 
foreign ministry spokesman Bahram Ghasemi said on his 
Telegram channel. 

Seou

South Korea’s new President Moon Jae-In vowed Thursday 
to reopen a probe into a 1980 massacre of pro-democracy 

activists that remains a traumatic landmark in the fight to 
end decades of military rule.

The president wiped away a tear at a ceremony to mark the 
anniversary of the crackdown in Gwangju, which left more 
than 165 people dead and over 70 missing and cemented 
General Chun Doo-Hwan’s grip on the country.

Jakarta

Four Indonesian soldiers have been killed and eight others 
injured by artillery fire in an accident during training on 

a South China Sea island, the army said Thursday.
It took place Wednesday when an artillery cannon 

malfunctioned during the exercise involving an army reserve 
battalion on Tanjung Datuk Natuna, on the northwestern 
fringe of the vast Indonesian archipelago.

“The cannon became uncontrollable and hit soldiers in the 
vicinity,” army spokesman Alfret Denny Tuejeh said. 

New Delhi

India will shortly take 
delivery of two M-777 

ultra-light howitzers, 
manufacturer BAE Systems 
said Thursday, the country’s 
first such acquisition in over 
three decades after a major 
corruption scandal in the 

1980s.
T h e 

equipment 
is a part 
of a 

$750 million deal New Delhi 
signed with the US last year 
to buy 145 howitzers as it 
seeks to modernise its artillery 
programme. India is seeking 
to update its ageing military 
hardware with new kit worth 
tens of billions of dollars in 
the face of long-standing 
tensions with regional rivals 
China and Pakistan.

But it has not bought 
new howitzers for the army 
since 1986, when a 

deal to acquire 410 field guns 
from the Swedish arms giant 
AB Bofors became mired in 
corruption allegations.

The latest deal, worth 
nearly 50 billion rupees, 
was signed last year 
and will see 
25 guns 

being delivered in ready-to-
use condition with the rest 
being assembled by BAE 
Systems in India. “We are 
pleased to confirm that the 
first two weapon systems 
will land in India ahead of 

schedule over this weekend,” 
a BAE Systems spokesperson 
said in a s t a t e m e n t 

yesterday. 

India’s army to get 
howitzers from US

Moscow

The first ever ferry service 
linking Russia and North 

Korea was launched on Thursday, 
the company operating it said, 
hoping to serve tourists and 
North Korean workers.

The ferry will travel weekly 
between Russia’s far eastern city 
of Vladivostok and the North 
Korean port of Rajin, also called 
Rason, said Vladimir Baranov, 
director of InvestStroiTrest, 
the company that operates the 
Man Gyong Bong boat that will 
service the route.

Potential passengers include 
“North Koreans coming to work 
in Russia and tourists from 
northern China who miss the 
sea because they don’t have their 
own,” Baranov said. 

“Also it will service cargo 
because currently the logistics 
are horrible, it takes 22 days for 
cargo to get from Vladivostok to 
Rajin,” he said.

Baranov said Russian tourist 
firms had already expressed 
interest in the possibility of 
Russians travelling to North 
Korea by ferry.

Russia launches ferry 
connection with North

Washington

Mike Flynn, Donald 
Trump’s fired national 

security adviser, told the 
president-elect’s transition 
team that he was the subject 
of a federal investigation, but 
was hired for the post anyway, 
the New York Times reported 

late Wednesday. The daily, 
citing two people familiar with 
the case, said Flynn told the 
presidential transition team’s 
chief lawyer Don McGahn 
about the investigation on 
January 4 -- weeks before 
assuming the highly sensitive 
post.

Flynn, who ended up 

being fired from the position 
after just 24 days, is at the 
centre of a sprawling federal 
investigation into alleged 
Russian interference in the 
2016 US presidential election.

The White House has said 
that Flynn was dismissed for 
misleading Vice President 
Mike Pence about a phone 

call with the Russian 
ambassador, during which 
he reportedly discussed ways 
of softening US sanctions on  
Russia.

News reports said Trump 
repeatedly tried, without 
success, to get FBI director 
James Comey to drop the 
probe into Flynn.

Trump knew Flynn was
under investigation
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