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A South African caught attempt-
ing to climb Mount Everest 
without an $11,000 permit said 
that he couldn’t afford the hefty 
fee but had always planned to 
turn himself in. 
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Taipei

A Taiwanese man was 
arrested yesterday for 

decapitating his sister in 
front of horrified neighbours, 
a week after another killer 
was jailed for beheading a 
three-year-old girl in the 
street.

The brutal crimes have 
shocked the largely peaceful 
island.

The 54-year-old man, 
identified by his family name 
Lin, beheaded his sister with 
a kitchen knife outside their 
home in southern Kaohsiung 
city after an argument, police 
said. 

Lin and his sister, 52, 

were both unmarried and 
lived together in southern 
Kaohsiung city. He had been 
taking care of the mentally-
ill woman for many years, 
police added. 

“She was supposed to go 
to the hospital this morning 
and they quarrelled when she 
refused. Lin then attacked 
her with a kitchen knife and 
severed her neck,” an officer 
said. 

Local television quoted 
an eyewitness as saying 
the woman had knelt and 
pleaded for her life while 
neighbours screamed when 
they saw her severed head on 
the pavement. 

Berlin

A blackmailer threatened 
to kill the children of 

stricken Formula One legend 
Michael Schumacher unless 
paid 900,000 euros ($1 
million).

The man, who cannot be 
named, has been ordered to 
seek psychiatric help and a 
German court also handed 
him a suspended jail sentence, 
a fine of 4,500 euros and 50 
hours of community service.

“If the money doesn’t 
reach us by March 31, 2016, 
your children will be killed in 
some way. In Formula Four, 
many accidents occur,” wrote 
the 25-year-old in a chilling 
email to Schumacher’s wife 
in February 2016.

Schumacher’s son Mick, 
18, now competes in Formula 
Three but was racing for a 
Formula Four team at the 
time. His daughter Gina-
Maria, 20, has a successful 
riding career.

Police were easily able to 
trace the blackmailer after he 
included his bank details in 
the email to Schumacher’s 
wife Corinna.

“To put it cautiously, 
giving your own bank 
account details is not 
sensible,” judge Eberhard 
Hausch told a court in the 
city of Reutlingen.

The convicted man’s 
lawyer said his client “can’t 
until this day explain why” he 
acted as he did.

New Delhi

India’s environment 
minister Anil Madhav 

Dave died yesterday at the 
age of 60 in New Delhi, 
shocking colleagues who 
remembered him as a 
nature lover committed to 
conservation.

Dave complained of 
discomfort in the morning 
and was rushed from his home 

to the state-run All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
where he passed away.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party to which he belonged 
confirmed Dave’s passing 
in a brief statement.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expressed his shock at 
his colleague’s sudden death, 
describing it as a “personal 
loss”.

You (journalists) are 
English, you are here 
since you were born. 
I’m here already, four 
plus three, seven years. 
I never saw any detail of 
trying to care about the 
English teams involved in 
European competitions,”

Jose Mourinho 

Celebrity sheriff joins 
Trump administration

Wedding hall 
collapses in Sri Lanka

Macron’s new centrist 
party stretches lead

A multi-storey wedding 
venue collapsed during 
construction in Sri Lanka on 
Thursday, injuring at least 20 
workers and leaving three 
others missing, police and 
hospital officials said.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s new centrist party 
has stretched its lead in the 
polls ahead of parliamen-
tary elections next month. 

Blackmailer threatened 
Schumacher’s children

India’s environment 
minister dies at 60

Everest permit dodger 
ready to face jail

David Clarke, the cowboy 
hat-wearing black sheriff who 
gained fame for his support of 
Donald Trump’s presidential 
campaign, said that he will 
join the administration. 

Cyber criminals are now 
taking aim at home 
appliances, warned Avast. 
Do you think Bahrain’s Cyber 
defence is good enough to 
prevent attacks like that?

Yes               No              Cant Say

Manila

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte said 

yesterday he wanted to 
behead opponents of his 
drug war and warned 50,000 
people could die in the 
crackdown, after rejecting 
European Union aid in 
response to its criticism of 
the killings.

Duterte insisted he would 
not be intimidated by 
criticism of the drug war, 
which rights groups have 
said could be a crime against 
humanity.

“Don’t trust those human 
rights (critics), if you do I 
will cut off both your heads,” 
Duterte said in a speech to 
inaugurate a bridge in the 
southern Philippines.

“I will not be influenced by 

any fear. Jail me. So jail me. 
If they say I should be jailed, 
okay. Fine. I’ll pay the price.”

Duterte said human rights 
activists had alleged that 
10,000 people had died in 
his drug war since he came 
to power in the middle of last 
year, but warned of many 
more deaths in his quest to 
eradicate drugs in society.

“Make that 50,000. I will 
really finish them off. And 
even if I go to hell, I can rot 
in prison. I do not mind. I 
am old.”

Duterte’s comments came 
shortly after his spokesman 
said the Philippines would 
refuse European Union 
grants that “interfered” with 
its internal affairs.

The European Union has 
been one of the most vocal 

international critics of the 
drug war. 

“The pres ident 
has approved the 
recommendation of the 
department of finance not to 
accept grants... from the EU 
that may allow it to interfere 
with the internal policies of 
the Philippines,” presidential 
spokesman Ernesto Abella 
told reporters.

Abella said one grant 
had already been declined 
for having “objectionable” 
conditions attached to it, 
although he refused to 
elaborate.

The European Union is the 
Philippines’ eighth biggest 
source of aid, with assistance 
last year worth $217 million, 
according to government 
data. (AFP)

The Hague

Dutch King Willem-
Alexander, who works 

part-time as a commercial pilot, 
is to start conversion training 
to fly Boeing 737 passenger jets, 
a Dutch newspaper reported 
Wednesday.

The conversion training will 
mean the royal can continue to 
fly twice a month for KLM as 
a co-pilot.

The airline is currently 
phasing out the smaller Fokker 
70 plane used on short-haul 
flights, a policy which would 
have made it difficult for him 
to continue flying.

“I really wanted to continue 
as a guest pilot for KLM and 
therefore it could actually only 
be on a plane such as the 737... 
which means short trips,” King 
Willem-Alexander told the 

paper in an interview.
“Any bigger aircraft than 

this (737) always means 
staying overnight, meaning 
I cannot get back in time to 
The Netherlands in case of an 
emergency,” the king said.

The Dutch royal told De 

Telegraaf daily his conversion 
training would start at the end 
of the month.

Passengers, however, will 
continue to have no idea that 
there is a member of the royal 
family in the cockpit. The king’s 
presence is never announced.
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The would-be blackmailer has been identified as Huseyin B


