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Brussels

Top US and EU officials traded intelligence yesterday on what 
they called “serious evolving threats” to airline security as 

Washington mulls banning carry-on 
computers on flights from Europe. 
Both sides said they intended to hold 
more talks next week in Washington 
on a possible ban of such equipment. 
“Both sides exchanged information 
on the serious threats,” a joint 
statement said. 

Dubaï

Three months after the US president’s son Donald Trump 
Jr. opened a golf course in Dubai, he was back in the Gulf 

emirate this week to talk business 
and to address university graduates. 
“When I look back at what my 
father did in the past election and 
the risk he took, to me I’m far more 
impressed by the fact that he tried 
than by the fact that he actually 
won,” he said in a speech. 

Patricia Espinosa

EU, US hold talks on possible airline latop ban Trump’s son back in Dubai for business I personally have met with the 
head of the (US) delegation a 
couple of times and... he’s just very 
open in repeating: 
‘Our position is 
under review’,” 

UN climate chief

Guangzhou

China has succeeded in collecting 
samples of combustible ice 

in the South China Sea, a major 
breakthrough that may lead to a 
global energy revolution, Minister of 
Land and Resources Jiang Daming 
said yesterday. 

This is China’s first success in 
mining flammable ice at sea, after 
nearly two decades of research and 
exploration, the minister said at a trial 
mining site in the Shenhu area of the 
South China Sea Thursday.

Combustible ice usually exists in 
seabed or tundra areas, which have the 

strong pressure and low temperature 
necessary for its stability. It can be 
ignited like solid ethanol, which is 
why it is called “combustible ice.”

Approximately one cubic meter 
of “combustible ice” is equal to 164 
cubic meters of regular natural gas.

China found flammable ice, a kind 
of natural gas hydrate, in the South 
China Sea in 2007.

International scientific circles have 
predicted that natural gas hydrate 
is the best replacement for oil and 
natural gas.

According to Zhong Ziran, head 
of the China Geological Survey 

Bureau, combustible ice is more 
environmentally friendly and in large 
reserves.

Mining of combustible ice started 
in the 1960s, but China began 
research in 1998.

Trial mining of combustible 
ice in the Shenhu sea, about 320 
kilometers southeast of Zhuhai City 
in Guangdong, started on March 
28. Experts first tapped natural gas 
hydrate at a depth of 1,266 meters 
underwater last Wednesday.

An average of 16,000 cubic meters 
of gas with high purity was extracted 
each day.

China tastes success in combustible ice mining
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1999:
Johnathan
Lee Iverson, first
African-American RBBB ringmaster

500 people
perform and work on touring
shows – most will lose jobs

Flying Caceres
trapeze troupe
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After 146 years entertaining families across the United States,
the final curtain is coming down on the iconic Ringling Bros. and

Barnum & Bailey Circus –  a victim of financial
and animal rights pressures

P.T.
Barnum

1808: Bailey Circus founded
by Hachaliah Bailey, who takes first
African elephant to U.S. soil

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY’S “RED” TRAIN (108 carriages, “Blue” train has 56 carriages)
Twin engines 54 cars 32 coaches 20 flat cars

Over 1.6km long

1884: Ringling Brothers Circus
founded in U.S. Midwest

1897-1902: Barnum & Bailey Circus
makes five-year tour of Europe

1897: Ringlings see opportunity
to expand and relocate to east coast,
moving show by railroad

1905: Barnum & Bailey returns
to U.S., but facing competition from
Ringlings, it moves to west coast

1919: Circuses merge to form
Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus – The Greatest
Show on Earth (RBBB). They have
1,200 employees and tour using 100
rail cars

1944: Big Top catches fire,
killing at least 167 people

1995: RBBB Center for Elephant
Conservation established

1956: RBBB performs under Big
Top for last time, moving to indoor
stadium venues

1967: Longtime concert promoters
Irvin Feld and brother Israel acquire
RBBB for $8m

1969: Felds split show into two
units, Red and Blue, which tour U.S.
independently by train

1984: Cirque du Soleil founded in
Montreal by former street performers
Guy Laliberte and Daniel Gauthier.
Show incorporates opera, ballet and
contortionists, but no animals

1871: P.T. Barnum’s Grand
Traveling Museum,
Menagerie, Caravan,
and Circus opens in
Brooklyn

1874: Barnum
secures New York
Hippodrome – later Madison
Square Gardens – as permanent site
for The Greatest
Show on Earth

1860s: Cooper and Bailey
Circus founded by James A. Bailey
(descendant of Hachaliah Bailey) and
James E. Cooper

1881: Barnum
and Bailey
(right) merge
shows as
Barnum &
Bailey Circus to
tour eastern U.S.

1882: Barnum acquires Jumbo,
21-year-old, 6-tonne African elephant,
for $10,000 from London Zoo, to
exhibit in New York. Jumbo hit by
train and killed in Ontario, Canada,
three years later

1945: Dwindling crowds and rising
costs in post-war America hit circus
hard as public tastes migrate towards
 cinema and television

1987: King Tusk added to show –
largest elephant since Jumbo

2000: RBBB becomes first show to
perform nonstop into its third century

2016: Following years of pressure
from animal rights activists, RBBB’s
Asian elephants perform for last time.
Audience numbers drop sharply

2017: Cirque du Soleil now has
seven shows in Las Vegas, three in
other U.S. cities and nine touring acts

May 21, 2017: Final performance
of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus in Uniondale, New York

Red and Blue trains to 
be decommissioned in
Florida after last show

DT News Network
Manama 

Bahrain yesterday signed 
three financing agreements 

worth $62.3 Million with the 
Saudi Fund for Development as 
part of (Phase III) of the Saudi 
grant extended to the Kingdom 
within the Gulf Development 
Programme.

The deals, on the sidelines 
of the 42nd Annual Meeting of 
the Islamic Development Bank 
Group in Jeddah, were signed by 
Shaikh Ahmed bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa, the Minister of 
Finance, and Yousif bin Ebrahim 
Al Bassam, Vice President and 
Board Member of the Saudi 
Fund.

The current deal complements 
the previously signed deals 
worth $489m on 19 March 
2017. The total value of 
grants extended to Bahrain by 
Saudi Arabia within the Gulf 
Development Programme is 
$1.7 billion. They are dedicated 
to financing projects in a 
wide range of sectors, namely 

Housing ($442m), Electricity & 
Water ($388m), Roads ($665m), 
Sewerage ($93m), Health 
($58m), and Education ($85m).

As per the new deal, the first 
agreement will provide financing 
to improve the intersection of 
Shaikh Khalifa Bin Salman and 
Shaikh Isa Bin Salman Highways 
as well as King Fahd Causeway.

  The $44.5m payable under 
the agreement will allow 
increasing the number of lanes 
of Shaikh Khalifa Bin Salman 
Highway and better flow on one 
of the most vital traffic arteries 
in Bahrain, which serves areas 
such as Manama, Seef, Saar, 

Hamad Town, Riffa, University 
of Bahrain and the Bahrain 
International Circuit.

  The other two agreements 
will provide extra financing for 
the previously agreed Southern 
Governorate and Ramli Housing 
Projects, valued at$16.5m and 
$5.3m respectively.

  The Finance Minister said 
that the projects financed by the 
agreements would have a positive 
impact on people’s daily lives 
through developing the housing 
sector, improving the efficiency 
of road network and easing the 
traffic flow by reducing pressure 
on existing segments.

Saudi Fund, 
Bahrain ink
$62.3m deal

This is China’s first success in 
mining flammable ice at sea

The deal being signed


