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Washington

Preparations are in full swing for 
the much anticipated visit of 

the US President Donald Trump 
to the Middle East, with the US 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
declaring the trip as “the return of 
a vital US leadership role”.

Governments in the Middle East, 
Asia and Africa were, he argued, 
stung by the “neglect and outright 
dismissal” of their concerns under 
the previous US administration.

“They’re ready to re-engage with 
America,” he told reporters. “And 
that is the purpose of this trip 
-- it is really one of conveying the 
message that ‘America is back’.”

Under Trump, he said, the 
United States will once again act as 
a “facilitator,” uniting and leading 
friendly nations in the war against 
“global terrorism.”

“This is not a battle about 
religions. This is not a battle about 
cultures. This is a battle about good 
and evil,” he said, shortly before 
joining the president for the trip.

“I just actually returned from a trip 

I took to Jordan and Saudi Arabia, 
and they are so looking forward in 
that part of the world to the arrival of 
the president,” he said.

Trump and Tillerson are due in 
Saudi Arabia this weekend for talks 
with the king and his government 
and to attend a conference of 
dozens of leaders from the Muslim 

world.
After Riyadh, they 

are due in Jerusalem for 
meetings with Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders, before 
travelling on to the Vatican 
and the NATO and G7 
summits in Europe.

GCC Ministerial Council
Meanwhile, under the 
chairmanship of Bahrain’s Foreign 
Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa the Ministerial Council 
of the GCC foreign Ministers held 
their 143rd session in Riyadh to 
prepare for the 17th GCC leaders’ 
consultative meeting and the USA-
GCC Summit. 

Expressing his hope for a 
successful meeting, Shaikh Khalid, 
in his opening remarks, said, “This 
is also in order for the GCC states to 
achieve further unity and cohesion, 
enhance their accomplishments, 
preserve their safety and develop 

their gains to meet the aspirations 
and hopes of the GCC peoples”. 

To Bethlehem 
Palestine Foreign Minister Riyad 
al-Malki, in Muscat, said they are 
taking seriously Donald Trump’s 
efforts to help resolve the Israel-
Palestinian conflict, ahead of the 
US president’s visit to the West 
Bank next week.

He was speaking in Muscat where 
he was accompanying Palestinian 
president Mahmud Abbas as part 
of a regional tour prior to the 
Arab-Islamic-American summit in 
Riyadh on Sunday.

“Abu Mazen stressed Trump’s 
seriousness in settling the 
Palestinian issue” after they met in 
Washington this month, said the 
minister, referring to Abbas by his 
Arabic nickname.

“The US president assured him 
he will be able to find a settlement 
within one year,” he added.

Trump’s visit to Bethlehem in the 
occupied West Bank on Tuesday is 
expected to last a few hours.

It will be part of his first trip 
abroad since his inauguration in 
January.

The tour, which begins 
on Saturday in Saudi Arabia, 
will take him to Israel and the 
West Bank and then to the  
Vatican. (agencies)

Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Khalid bin Ahmed al-Khalifa arrives for 
a meeting of the Gulf foreign ministers in the Saudi capital Riyadh

Hopes 
high for
US-GCC
summit

Saudi has launched a website 
(http://riyadhsummit2017.Org) 

in four languages with a countdown 
clock and details about the visit, 
which is packed with meetings.

Trump’s visit “sends a clear 
message that the US is standing with 
its close allies in the region and 
that they’re not abandoning them,” 
a senior Saudi official told Reuters 
earlier.

“This (new) administration comes 
in and … says, ‘No, wait a minute, 
Iran is active’,” the official said, 
referring to Gulf states’ views of 
Iran’s involvement through proxies 
in regional conflicts in Syria, Iraq, 
Bahrain and Yemen.

Riyadh

American country music star Toby 
Keith will perform in Riyadh 

on Saturday in a rare concert, which 
coincides with US President Donald 
Trump’s visit.

Known for patriotic songs and 
holding numerous concerts for 
US troops abroad, Keith will share 
the stage with Saudi singer Rabeh 
Sager, according to an advertisement 
circulated online.

“An Arabian lute and American 
guitar unite in a star-studded night,” 
said the advertisement.

But the duo will perform for an 
audience made up only of men who 
should be above 21 and dressed in 
traditional Saudi thawb tunics. Access 
is free of charge.

The schedule 
  An inaugural Saudi-US CEO 
forum will be held in Riyadh on 
Saturday in which several deals 
are expected to be signed in 
defence, electricity, oil and gas, 
industrial and chemical sectors
  A business forum on Saturday in 
Riyadh with CEOs from compa-
nies like GE and Dow Chemical
  Meeting with the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman 
  Twitter forum with young peo-
ple on Sunday
  Trump is scheduled to take part 
on Sunday in a pan-Arab and 
Islamic summit with leaders from 
across the Middle East, Africa and 
Asia
  King Salman and President 
Trump will inaugurate Global 
Center for Combating Extremist 
Ideology (GCEII) on Sunday
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(From L to R) Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Khaled Al Sabah, Qatar’s Foreign Minister Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, Oman’s Foreign Minister Yusuf bin Alawi, Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Adel Al 
Jubeir, Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar 
Gargash and GCC Secretary General Abdul Latif Bin Rashid Al Zayani pose for a group picture during a meeting of the 
Gulf foreign ministers in the Saudi capital Riyadh


