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District 20 Toastmasters’ 
annual conference begins

Recruiting a
Projects Officer

TThe British Embassy is looking for a full-time 
Projects Officer, B3(L), to join our dynamic 
Programmes Team. The candidate will lead on a 
portfolio of projects that support the wider political 
and programmatic work of the Embassy. The 
candidate will also be responsible for risk 
management for the Programmes Team.

Working hours are generally 7:30am to 2:30pm. 
Sunday to Thursday. 
Salary is 1025 BHD per month.

For a full job description visit our website:
https://www.gov.uk/government/world/organisations/british-embassy
-manama/about/recruitment 

The closing date for all applications is Saturday 27th May 2017.

Mohammed Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

Manama

His Highness Shaikh Isa 
bin Salman bin Hamad 

Al Khalifa, Chairman of Isa bin 
Salman Educational Charity 
Waqf and son of HRH the 
Crown Prince, inaugurated 
the District 20 Toastmasters’ 
annual conference at the Gulf 
Hotel yesterday.

In his inaugural speech, 
Shaikh Isa underscored 
the successes of the youth 
development programmes 
implemented by His Majesty 
King Hamad and the work 
carried out by NGOs and 
charities such as the Isa bin 
Salman Educational Charity 
Waqf and Toastmasters 
International.

His Highness praised the 
honorary chairman, Ali Alraies, 
and District 20 director, Ali 
Shahbaz Ali, for their efforts 
and contributions and wished 
the delegates a successful  
event.

“This is the largest district 
conference in the world, 
this conference consist of 
participation from seven 
countries. What makes this 
the largest is not just that we 
are seven countries but that 
we have over 350 clubs. As 
the head of this district, I am 
happy that so-many members 
of the district have made it 
here today. This event is not 

just about contests, it is about 
many other things such as 
creating leaders,” said District 
Director Ali Shahbaz Ali in his 
introductory speech. 

“The beauty of Bahrain 
is that this is a place where 
toastmasters began, back in the 
nineteen sixties,” he added.

The District 20 Toastmasters 

Annual Conference “DTAC 
2017” is a 3-day annual event 
organised by each member 
state on rotation. 

During the event, several 
champions from each country 
will display their talents in 
public speaking and compete 
in four contests both in 
Arabic and English across 
four categories: International 
Speech, Evaluation, Humorous 
Speech and Table Topics

Toastmasters International 
is a global leader in the fields of 
public speaking and leadership. 
Its mission is “to empower 

individuals to  become   
effective communicators  and  
leaders”. Its programs serve all 
sections of society, including 
youngsters, to develop 
communication & leadership 
skills.

More than 800 delegates 
from seven countries are 
participating in the event held 
under the theme ‘Towards 
Excellence’

Members of District 20 
Toastmasters, which comprises 
Bahrain, UAE, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Lebanon and Jordan 
were present at the event. 

Chairman of the conference Ali Alraies and District 20 Director Ali Shahbaz Ali present a memento to HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa

Delegates at the event
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Shaikh Daij bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Master of 
the Ceremony, addressing the gathering

Chairman of the conference, Ali 
Alraies during the event

Ali Shahbaz speaking at the event
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A meet and greet 
session organised at 

InterContinental Regency 
gave fans an opportunity 
to meet cricketers from 
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and West Indies 
yesterday. 

The meeting was held on 
the sidelines of the Bahrain 
Cricket Festival 2017 that is 
all set to take place today at 
the Bahrain National Stadium 
under the Patronage of  Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Representative of His Majesty 
the King for Charity Works 
and Youth Affairs, Chairman 
of the Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports, President of 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
(BOC).  

The Cricket festival is an 
initiative by the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports and the 
Bahrain Cricket Academy 
(BCA) to promote cricket and 
boost the sports tourism in the 
country. 

“All of us are here to 
promote cricket as a sport 
in the country and for now 
it is not about the teams we 
represent but about Bahrain. 

Through this, we are trying to 
promote the local players and 
boost cricket as a sport in the 
country,” Irfan Pathan who is 
heading the Irfan Eagles team 
told DT News.

“We want to promote 
the local players through 
this festival. We don’t have 
a proper academy or proper 
grounds now hence we are 
trying to raise awareness 
about this sport and show 
the people how beneficial this 
sport can be in promoting the 
country,” Arif Sadiq, one of 
the organisers of the festival 
said.   

Our next idea is to 
establish cricket grounds in 
the near future and host an 
international cricket league 
and develop the sports sector 
in the Kingdom,” said Mr 
Khalid Al Haj, Assistant 
Undersecretary for Sports & 
Facilities, Ministry of Youth 
and Sports Affairs. 

The event will have cricket 
legends which include 
Misbah Ul Haq, Shahid 
Afridi, Abdul Razzaq, Imran 
Nazir, Sohail Tanveer, Rana 
Naveed, Irfan Pathan, 
Mohammed Ashraful, 
Mohammed Sharif, S. 
Sreenath, R.P Singh among 
other IPL players. 

Former Sri Lanka captain 
Tillakaratne Dilshan and 
Marlon Samuels of the West 
Indies are the other stars 
expected to take part in the 
festival match to be played 
today.  

The event will feature 
entertainment programmes 
like march band, free-fall 
parachute display, fun zone 
activity, street magic and 
much more. 

There will also be a ladies 
softball match, 6A-Side 
match (a match between the 

local players) and a T20 match 
with international cricket 
players. 

Bahrain Cricket Academy 
has announced the short-
listing of players for the 
International T-20 to be played 
with the International Super 
Stars at the National Stadium 
- Isa Town to inaugurate the 
first ever Bahrain Cricket 

Festival 2017.
The  players short-listed are:  

Mohammed Sameer (Bahrain), 
Wasif Iqbal (Pakistan), Junaid 
Niazi (Bahrain), Imran Javed 
(Pakistan). Imran Anwar 
(India), Umer Toor (Pakistan), 
Abdul Jabbar (Pakistan), 
Nishant Bhat (India), Imesh 
Soza (Sri Lanka),  Babar Ul 
Ali (Bangladesh), Anasim 

Khan (Pakistan) . Fiaz 
Ahmed (Pakistan), Ali Nasir 
(Pakistan), Yasser Nazir 
(Pakistan), Mohd Faisal 
(Pakistan), Mohd Rafey 
(Bahraini), Mohd Usman 
with the Manager Zulfiqar 
Ali, Asst. Manager Shahzad 
Akhtar,Coach: Azeem Ul Haq, 
and the Physiotherapist being 
Qasim Zia.
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Wednesday - May 24, 2017 at 
Golden Tulip Hotel, Kingdom of Bahrain

Under the patronage of 

H.E. Eng. Kamal bin Ahmed Mohammed
Minister of Transportation & Telecommunciations

Kingdom of Bahrain
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Celebrating the unity in 
diversity through cricket

Khalid Al Haj

cInternational cricketers at the meet and greet programme organised at InterContinental Regency yesteday
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Interior Minister, Lieutenant-
General Shaikh Rashid 

bin Abdullah Al Khalifa 
yesterday received the 
representatives of GCC 
legislative councils, in addition 
to various representatives of 
counterterrorism authorities 
and the Permanent Human 
Rights Committee of the Arab 
League. The Interior Minister 
welcomed the delegates, 

expressing the honour of 
Bahrain to host the regional 
workshop for representatives 
of GCC Legislative Authorities 
and the Arab Leagues on 
counterterrorism that 
concluded yesterday. The 
Kingdom has moved forward 
in counterterrorism efforts 
and managed to foil terror 
plots, while working to 
support regional and Arab 
counterterrorism efforts, 
he said. He highlighted the 

importance of unified stances 
in dealing with various strategic 
issues to protect security 
and stability and reinforce 
active role regionally and 
internationally, expressing the 
regional security challenges, 
conflicts and the increasing 
threats.The delegates asserted 
their common stance on 
terrorism and extremism and 
the importance to reinforce 
regional and Arab efforts to 
fight terrorism.

Bahrain has moved forward
in terror fight: Minister


