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‘Do not test 
Israel’s resolve’, 
Netanyahu 
warns Iran
Munich, Germany 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 

warned Tehran yesterday over 
aggressions by Iran and its 
“proxies” in Syria, saying he 
would not allow them to “put 
a noose around our neck”.

Calling it “a message to the 
tyrants of Tehran”, he warned 
in a speech at the Munich 
Security Conference: “Do not 
test Israel’s resolve.”

His fiery comments came 
as tensions between the arch 
enemies have mounted after 
clashes involving Syrian forces 
this month, sparked by Israel’s 
downing of what it called an 
Iranian drone sent from Syria.

With a theatrical flourish, 
Netanyahu brandished a 
rectangular piece of dark 
green metal at the podium.

“Here’s a piece of that 
Iranian drone, or what’s left 
of it, after we shot it down,” 
he said.

Referring to Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, who spoke later in 
Munich, he said: “No doubt 
Zarif will brazenly deny Iran’s 
involvement in Syria.”

“Mr Zarif, do you recognise 
this? You should, it’s yours,” 
Netanyahu said, adding that 
the Iranian official “lies with 
eloquence”.

Zarif responded by 

calling Netanyahu’s speech 
a “cartoonish circus” which 
“does not even deserve the 
dignity of a response.”

‘Dangerous tiger’ 
The clash came as Netanyahu 
again slammed the 2015 
nuclear deal signed by Iran 
and world powers, which is 
under threat by opposition 
from the administration of US 
President Donald Trump.

Netanyahu compared the 
deal to the “appeasement” of 
the 1938 Munich Agreement 
that only emboldened Hitler, 
and said it allowed Iran to 
hide its continued efforts to 
build an atomic bomb.

“The sanctions relief that 
the deal provided has not 
moderated Iran... In fact it 
has unleashed a dangerous 
Iranian tiger in our region and 
beyond.”

“Once armed with nuclear 
weapons, Iran’s aggression 
will be unchecked, and it will 
encompass the entire world,” 
Netanyahu claimed.

Those accusations were 
dismissed by Zarif.

“We will not be the first 
ones to violate an agreement 
which all of us tried, in spite 
of Netanyahu’s attempts, to 
achieve,” he said.

Israel has said it downed 
the drone on February 10 after 

it entered the country from 
Syria, and responded with a 
raid on what it said was the 
Iranian control systems for 
the craft in Syria.

It marked the first time 
Israel publicly acknowledged 
hitting Iranian targets in Syria 
since the 2011 start of the civil 
war there.

During the strikes, one of 
Israel’s F-16 fighter jets was 
shot down, believed to be the 
first loss of an Israeli plane in 
combat since 1982.

Tensions between the two 
countries had already been 
building in recent months, 
with Israel fearing that 
Tehran is trying to establish 

a permanent presence in Syria 
as part of an effort to become 
a greater regional power in the 
Middle East.

The clashes this month 
have stoked fears of an 
escalated conflict between the 
two countries, even though 
both sides appear to want to 
avoid an open war for now, 
analysts say.

Russian senator Alexei 
Pushkov, addressing the 
Munich conference shortly 
after Netanyahu spoke, said: 
“OK, you bomb Iran, and then 
you do what, what happens 
next?” while saying the 
Iranian issue requires acting 
with “responsibility”. (AFP) 

Munich 

Turkey never used chemical weapons 
in its operations in Syria, and takes 

the utmost care of civilians, its foreign 
minister said, after Syrian Kurdish forces 
and a monitoring group accused it of 
carrying out a gas attack in Syria’s Afrin.

“It’s just a fabricated story. Turkey has 
never uses any kind of chemical weapons,” 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu told reporters at the Munich 
Security Conference.

Cavusoglu dismissed the reports as 
propaganda by organisations close to the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
that has waged a three-
decade insurgency on 
Turkish soil.

He said Turkey took 
the utmost care to protect 
civilians in the military 
operation, while the YPG 
was using civilians as 
“human shields” in areas 
under its control.

Syrian Kurdish forces 
and a monitoring group 
said the Turkish military 

carried out a suspected gas attack that 
wounded six people in Afrin region 
on Friday. Turkey launched an air and 
ground offensive last month on the Afrin 
region, opening a new front in the multi-
sided Syrian war, to target Kurdish fighters 
in northern Syria.

Birusk Hasaka, a spokesman for the 
Kurdish YPG militia in Afrin, told Reuters 
that Turkish bombardment hit a village 
in the northwest of the region, near the 
Turkish border. He said it caused six 
people to suffer breathing problems and 
other symptoms indicative of a gas attack.

The Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights told Reuters that 
Turkish forces and their 
Syrian insurgent allies hit 
the village on Friday with 
shells. The Britain-based 
war monitoring group said 
medical sources in Afrin 
reported that six people 
in the attack suffered 
breathing difficulties and 
dilated pupils, indicating 
a suspected gas attack. 
(Reuters) 

London

Church spires across Britain will be used to 
boost broadband, mobile phone and WiFi 

connectivity in rural areas, under a deal struck 
between the government and the Church of 
England, it was announced yesterday.

“This agreement with the Church of England 
will mean that even a 15th century building can 
help make Britain fit for the future,” said Matt 
Hancock, the minister for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport.

The CoE has 16,000 church buildings and 
around 65 percent of its churches are located in 
rural communities, making them ideal hosts of key 
digital infrastructure.

There are currently more than 120 cases of 
broadband and mobile services being delivered 
from parish churches, from wireless transmitters 
fitted in spires and towers, to aerials, satellite 
dishes and fibre cables.

“We know that rural churches in particular have 
always served as a hub for their communities,” 
said Stephen Cottrell, the bishop of Chelmsford in 
southeast England, where the church has already 
helped boost broadband access. (AFP)
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu holds up an object 
what he claimed was a piece of an Iranian drone shot down 

in Israeli airspace during a speech at the Munich Security 
Conference. 
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