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Are abayas on the way out in Saudi Arabia? Last week 
Sheikh Abduallah Al Mutlaq, a member of the country’s 

Council of Senior Scholars, said on his radio program that 
that dressing modestly did not necessitate wearing the abaya, 
or traditional full-length robe. His comments stirred backlash 
online, with some women happily welcoming his opinion 
while others strongly condemned it. Al Mutlaq’s comments 
reflect the social progress sweeping the kingdom which seems 
driven more by economic motives than an organic desire to 
support women.

Al Mutlaq told listeners to his program. A few years ago, 
such a comment would have seemed out of place—perhaps 
even blasphemous—but times are rapidly changing in Saudi 
Arabia, as the country pushes to diversify the economy via 
Vision 2030. As the country expands the entertainment sector 
and opens cinemas for the first time in over 30 years, women 
have not been left behind either. Women now enjoy more 
opportunities than ever before, and will soon be able to obtain 
driving licenses for the first time ever. 

Permitting women greater freedom in choosing their dress 
seems to fit squarely in line with the Kingdom’s economic drive 
rather than changing religious, moral or cultural attitudes. 
Allowing women to wear more than just an abaya outside the 
house naturally means more shopping, which would boost 
domestic consumption. Furthermore, offering a more relaxed 
dress code supports Saudi Arabia’s goal to become a tourist 
destination, especially where Western tourists are concerned. 
Already it has been announced that the Kingdom’s Red Sea 
tourism project will allow women to wear bathing suits on 
mixed-gender beaches, which is otherwise not allowed in the 
country.

Contrary to what opponents might say, giving women more 
freedom in their dress choices does not mean that all morality 
will fly out the window and the next second women will be 
strutting down the streets of Riyadh in shorts and a tee-shirt. If 
the law were changed, Saudi women would in all likeliness still 
have to cover their bodies and hair. Furthermore, it does not 
mean that all women would instantly abandon the abaya: after 
all, countries such as the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait do 
not legally force women to wear abayas, and yet they remain 
popular among the native population.

Change is already underway: in cities such as Jeddah, 
women are wearing colorful abayas or open abayas over jeans 
and long skirts. Even if the rationale behind the relaxed dress 
code is less altruistic and more economically driven, in the end 
the situation appears to be a win-win for both Saudi women 
and society.
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Statistics show that cases of 
cancer are, unfortunately, 

increasing worldwide. Statistics 
from the Bahrain and GCC 
Cancer Registry show that 
female breast cancer is the 
most common cancer, along 
with lung cancer is number 
one cancer amongst males, 
Dr Abdul Rahman Fakhroo, 
Chairman of Bahrain Cancer 
Society at the Gulf Campaign 
for Cancer Awareness, Walk-
A-Thon said. 

“Cases of colorectal cancer 
are on the increase in both 
male and females as well as 
the prostate and ovary cancer 
in both sexes. Using evidence-
based information; a globally 
recognized protocol to detect 
and treat cancer patients is a 
vitally important issue to bring 
these numbers down.” 

The Gulf Campaign for 

Cancer Awareness that was 
held for the third year in a row 
in recognition of World Cancer 
Day, the Bahrain Cancer 
Society (BCS), held a Walk-A-
Thon in the Seef District that 
was supported by the Ministry 
of Works, Municipal Affairs 
& Urban planning and the 
Ministry of Health.

The event drew hundreds of 
participants from Ministries, 
schools, universities, private 
organizations and the general 
public.

Dr Abdul Rahman Fakhroo, 
further added, “We at BCS 
support the Ministry of 
Health and the entire Bahraini 
community in this regards, by 
running awareness campaigns, 
delivering information to 
organisations and the public 
and raising funds through 
events such as today’s Walk-
A-Thon which enables us to 
support cancer patients and to 
donate state of art equipment 
to Salmaniya Medical 

Complex and other Health  
Centres”.

“To reduce cancer risks we 
encourage people to follow 
a healthy diet and lifestyle, 
regular physical exercise, 
maintaining a healthy weight, 
get regular medical check-ups 
and cancer screening tests, stay 
away from junk food full of fat, 
tobacco, limit the amount of 
alcohol you drink, and to be 
aware of the family history.” Dr 
Fakhro added. 

Essam Khalaf, the Minister 
of Works, Municipal Affairs 
& Urban Planning played an 
active part in the campaign and 
he further stated, “Supporting 
activities such as the walk-a-
thon is very important to all 
of us at the Ministry. We are 
committed to working with 
public organizations such as 
BCS as a part of the community 
partnership to enhance 
and improve the services 
rendered by the Government 
to the public.  I am pleased 

to see such huge numbers of 
citizens and residents here 
participating in voluntary 
work and supporting efforts 
to help our fellow citizens, 
which is of a noble endeavour 
that reflects positively on the  
community”.

Dr Mohammed Amin 
Al Awadhi, Assistant 
Undersecretary for Hospitals, 
Ministry of Health further 
attended the event and praised 
the efforts of BCS stating, “By 
promoting and encouraging 
the citizens and residents of 
Bahrain to undergo regular 
screening and medical checks, 
BCS greatly assists our 
dedicated team of medical 
professionals at the Ministry 
of Health. Early detection and 
targeted treatment of patients 
is essential to achieve our 
goal of reducing incidents of 
cancer diagnosis and enhances 
the prospect of successful 
outcomes after treatment is 
completed”.
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As a future plan to cover 
121 complexes, the Capital 

Governorate appointed 23 
representatives to monitor the 
complaints of their residential 
compounds through the 
smartphone application  ‘My 
Capital’. 

The Capital Governorate 
held a training course on the 
application of “Asmaati” for 

smartphones in order to raise 
the level of interaction of the 
people on the application, its 
features and characteristics to 
achieve its objectives in creating 
an effective community in 
partnership with different 
members of the society.

The session was conducted 
by Hassan Al-Madani, 
Deputy Governor, Salman Al 
Shaikh, Head of Complaints 
Department, and Fahd Buqais, 
Head of Information Systems 
Department. 

Reps appointed to 
monitor complaints

Harpreet Kaur 
reporter@dt.bh 

Manama

Inspired by the vision of His 
Highness Shaikh Khalid 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, First 
Deputy President of the 
Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sport and founder of 
KHK Boxing and following the 
organisation’s launch and the 
inaugural event in December 
2017, the team unveiled its 
plans for the year 2018 and 
2019. 

The plans for the year 2018 
and 2019 were revealed at a 
press conference and Corporate 
seminar meeting held at the 
Domain Hotel yesterday. 

KHK Boxing intends to host 

three Boxing Galas, the first 
taking place in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, followed by 
Dubai and Los Angeles. KHK 
Boxing Gala’s will be a unique 
concept, providing elegant 
entertainment in a formal 
setting for exclusive guests.   

KHK Boxing will organise 
amateur tournaments in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain 
throughout the year to support 

emerging athletes and discover 
raw local talents in a hope to 
encourage the youth of Bahrain 
to participate in sport and 
compete representing their 
country. 

“With the vision of His 
Highness Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, to start 
and promote the professional 
career of boxing, the plan of 
KHK Boxing emerged.”

“Through this vision, we are 
aiming to host international 
level boxing championship 
to promote and provide a 
platform for young Bahraini 
talent. So that this young talent 
can compete at an international 
level and prove themselves 
globally,” Fabian Richard 
Fabre from the HH Sh. Khalid 
Bin Hamad Al Khalifa Boxing 
Team told DT News.

KHK boxing plans unveiled
The panel at the press conference


