
DT News Network
Manama

Electricity and Water Affairs 
Minister Dr. Abdulhussain 

Mirza chaired the sixth meeting 
of the National Committee 
on energy efficiency and 
renewable energy plans. 
Members of the committee, 
consisting of senior officials 
in several ministries and 
government bodies, attended 
the meeting.

The minister reviewed the 
developments of the project of 
setting up a 100-megawatt solar 
power plant in partnership 
with the private sector. 

He also announced a tender 
will be submitted to companies 

during the coming period. 
A workshop for contractors 

and consultants for the 
installation of solar energy 
systems had also been 
organised by the Sustainable 
Energy Unit in cooperation 
with the international company 
CESI last month. 

Thirty-three contractors and 
consultants, of the 53 who took 
part, qualified. 

The minister commended 
the efforts to set up the 
workshop and said the names 
of those who qualified to 
install solar systems on homes 
and other facilities would 
be published on the website 
of the Electricity and Water 

Authority. 
The minister said the next 

training workshop would be 
held in May.

The minister said that the 
company, Insomnia, has been 
contracted to design the website 
of the Sustainable Energy 
Unit (SEU) and to formulate 
communication strategies 
with citizens and residents to 
raise awareness about national 
plans in renewable energy and 
energy efficiency.

Each committee member 
presented a time plan and 
details for the implementation 
of the initiatives and 
programs assigned to them 
in both the National Energy 

Efficiency Plan (NEEAP) 
and the National Renewable 
Energy Plan (NREAP) as well 
as Net Metering, approved 
by the Council of Ministers 
in December. This system 
will allow individuals and 
institutions to install solar 
energy panels at their homes 
or facilities. 

A presentation on the 
formalities required to install 
solar systems on rooftops 
and the use of solar energy 
produced within the facility 
was made during the meeting. 

This information has been 
published on the website of 
the Electricity and Water 
Authority and would also be 

published on the website of the 
Sustainable Energy Unit.

There was a presentation on 
the contribution of domestic 
air conditioners to reducing 
energy consumption and 
adoption of a new technical 
system as a cooling medium 
for air conditioners against  the 
current  technical  system.
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The Ministry of Housing has 
announced the distribution 

of residential units in East Al 
Hidd City and apartments in 
Hajjiyat and Tubli projects to 
women in the waiting lists, 
marking the 17th anniversary 
of the National Action Charter, 
and commensurate with the 
Constitutional warranties of 
Bahraini women’s rights.

The distribution process 
that took place in the ministry 
reflects the Royal patronage of 
His Majesty the King of the 
housing dossier to provide 
suitable homes and the special 
care for women by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of His 
Majesty the King and President 
of the Supreme Council of 
Women, and in appreciation 
of the role of women as basic 
partners in the community 
and supporter of the ongoing 
progress led by His Majesty 
through his reforms, according 
to Housing Minister Bassim 
bin Yaqoub Al Hamer.

He added that the Housing 
Ministry has always been keen 
on the provision of the right 
of accommodation to women 
as one of the essential rights 

ensured by the Constitution, 
supporting the stability of 
families and decent living.

He pointed out that about 
3,800 women receive housing 
allowance at present who are 
included in the ministry’s 
waiting lists, at total of BD 
4,560,000. The ministry 
dedicated 1,474 housing 
services to the eligible in the 
waiting lists, with services 
varying from a housing 
unit, apartment, purchase-
construct-and-repair funding 
in addition to the beneficiaries 
from “Mazaya” programme 
and residential plots.

Al Hamer added that the 
relationship between the 

Ministry and the Supreme 
Council of Women has its 
effect in the Bahraini women’s 
obtaining the diverse services 
provided by the ministry.

“Masaken” is one of the 
major projects indicative of 
the ministry’s keenness and 
care to provide the housing 
needs of women as the result 
of the cooperation between the 
Supreme Council of Women 
and the Ministry of Housing 
aimed to provide housing 
services to the fifth category 
as per Ministerial Resolution 
909/2015 which covers the 
childless divorcee, abandoned, 
widow or single woman who 
lost both parents. 
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