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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.3799 0.3354

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.0873 0.2877 0.2540

OMAN 0.3849 0.3820 0.3878 0.3425

QATAR 3.6420 3.6143 3.6699 3.2405

UAE 3.6730 3.6451 3.7011 3.2681

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7215 3.7787 3.3366

AUSTRALIA 0.2920 0.2896
BANGLADESH 0.00483 0.00458
CANADA 0.3018 0.2985
DENMARK 0.0627 
EGYPT 0.0241 0.0218
EURO 0.4501 0.4476
HONGKONG 0.04970 0.04930
INDIA  0.00582 0.00585
INDONESIA 0.00003017 0.00002855
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010964 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000300 
JAPAN 0.00352 0.003450
JORDAN 0.5362 0.5354
KOREA 0.00039646 
KUWAIT 1.254 1.254
MALAYSIA 0.0938 0.0936
NEW ZEALAND 0.2616 0.2616
NORWAY 0.0481 
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00365
OMAN 0.98220 0.98340
PAKISTAN 0.00366 0.00358
PHILIPPINES 0.00758 0.00747
QATAR 0.10386 0.10381
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10065 0.10071
SINGAPORE 0.2834 0.2814
SOUTH AFRICA 0.02850 0.02840
SRI LANKA 0.00283 0.00246
SWEDISH 0.0479 
SWITZERLAND 0.3891 0.3861
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0018
TAIWAN 0.013100 
THAILAND 0.011730 0.011710
TURKEY 0.1024 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5076 0.5047
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102850 0.102870
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800

Dubai

Middle Eastern stock 
markets edged up 

in quiet trade yesterday, 
with construction and 
building materials stocks 
boosting Saudi Arabia 
ahead of the release of its 
2018 state budget this  
week.

Saudi Arabia’s index 
added 0.3 per cent as builder 
Khodari surged 7.6pc in its 
heaviest trade since January. 
Najran Cement gained 4.5pc 
and in addition to Khodari, 
the 10 best-performing 
stocks featured six cement 
producers.

The state budget, to be 
announced on Tuesday, 
is expected to be modestly 
expansionary and include 
a rise in infrastructure 
spending after two years of 
austerity.

Real estate firm Dar Al 
Arkan, the most heavily 

traded stock, fell back 3.6pc 
after soaring in the last 
several weeks.

The Dubai index edged 
up 0.3pc as construction 
firm Drake & Scull, which 
operates in Saudi Arabia, was 
the most heavily traded stock, 
rising 1.4pc.

The Kuwait stock index 
added 0.4pc after surging 
1.5pc on Thursday. Kuwait 
Finance House climbed 
0.7pc.

Other Gulf Arab central 
banks, whose currencies 
are pegged to the U.S. 
dollar, raised interest rates 
in the wake of the U.S. 
Federal Reserve’s hike last 
Wednesday. But Kuwait, 
citing a desire to boost 
economic growth, did not 
tighten monetary policy; it 
manages its dinar against a 
dollar-dominated basket, 
which gives it more flexibility 
in policy.

In Egypt, the index 
climbed 0.3pc as Egypt 
Gas Co, which handles 
natural gas engineering and 
maintenance work, soared  
10pc.

The company is expected 
to benefit from work related 
to Egypt’s giant Zohr gas 
field, where pilot production 
of gas started this month.

At the end of last week 

Egypt Gas forecast 2018 
revenues of 2.61 billion 
Egyptian pounds ($146 
million) and net profit of 
24.6m pounds, compared to 
revenue of 1.10bn pounds 
and a net loss of 57m pounds 
in the first nine months of 
this year.

Markets in Qatar and 
Bahrain were closed for 
national holidays. (Reuters)

Region edges up, 
building-related 
shares boost 
Saudi

Closing Bell
SAUDI ARABIA added 0.3pc to 7,093 points.

DUBAI rose 0.3pc to 3,366 points.

ABU DHABI gained 0.2pc to 4,349 points.

EGYPT rose 0.3pc to 14,717 points.

KUWAIT climbed 0.4pc to 6,356 points.

OMAN gained 0.3pc to 5,076 points. 

Edinburgh 

A poll has found that 51 
per cent of Britons would 

now keep European Union 
membership while 41pc want 
to leave the bloc, a near reversal 
of last year’s referendum result.

The BMG poll of 1,400 
people for The Independent 
published on the newspaper’s 
website on Saturday came as 
Britain moves into a second 
phase of negotiations on 
exiting the EU, which will 
focus on trade.

The Independent said the 
lead for “remain” over “leave” 
was the biggest in any poll 

so far since the vote in June  
2016.

But the head of polling 
at BMG, quoted in the 

Independent, said that the 
reason for the change was a 
shift in opinion among those 
who did not vote in last year’s 

referendum, while around nine 
in 10 “leave” and “remain” 
voters were unchanged in their 
views. The survey was carried 
out from December 5 to 8.

In the referendum last year, 
52pc of Britons voted to leave 
the EU and 48pc voted to 
remain.

Mike Smithson, an election 
analyst who runs the www.
politicalbetting.com website 
who is also a former Liberal 
Democrat politician, said 
on Twitter it was “the 
biggest lead for Remain 
since (the EU referendum).”  
(Reuters) 

More than half of Britons 
now want to stay in EU - poll

People hold banners during a ‘March for Europe’ demonstration 
against Britain’s decision to leave the European Union
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Your positive action combined 

with positive thinking results 
in success. 

  -Shiv Khera

Felt out of reach and now that I’m here
It’s much more comforting than I imag-
ined it, the separation- I fear
A curve is twitching to appear 
Father speeds up a little- gets into a 
rhythm jogging up to the cashier
Mother’s eyes looks shinier than ever 
before 
I see the eyes hold so many emotions, 
who knew there didn’t have to be tears
The heart clenches thinking of leaving- but it’s meant to be?
My nose scrunches up- responsive to grandmother’s magic 
a mile away; it felt like I’ve been away for years
Had taken it for granted- a life so monotonous; could it be 
missed this much?
The distance takes a toll but rolls you into a smarter and 
responsible being 
Sometimes it gets a little tough, I understand, sometimes 
you just pray for your loved one’s touch
Keeping the chin up, the life of one starts to form, a sense 
of strength sears in 
‘People come and go’, ‘People change’, don’t cower from it
Change is growth- people grow out of each other, grow 
together or grow apart
Growing apart, you learn about the togetherness that 
forms from the lacking, and grow out of being protected
Cherish the moments- embrace the warmth, family is 
always taken for granted
Truth is, no one has treated me better 
Fights and criticism boxed into four walls of a powerful 
place called home
Cheerleaders of the unimaginable kind outside the box- 
fights off every hater
Have you seen a better kind of unconditional love?

Srivani Nair

Six AMAIUB students, 
namely Hajar Adel 

Abdulla Abdulrahim Ismaeel, 
Muddassar Laif A. Latif S. 
Asrwani, Faizan Mohammad 
Mustafa, Ali Ebrahim 
Salman, Munther Ebrahim 
Abdulla Mohamed Salmeen 
and Mohamad Fathallah El 
Mufti, topped the local level 
competition and qualify 
for the national level for the 
first ever HUAWEI ICT Skill 
Competition Middle East 2017. 

Amongst themselves four 
students are from the College 
of Computer Studies whereas 
the remaining two are from 
the College of Engineering. 

Under the leadership of 
Dr. Safeullah Soomro, Dean 
of College of Computer 
Studies, Dr. Mahdi H. Miraz 
and Dr. MarryAnne Taquiqui 
supervised the students for the 
local level competition held 
online at AMAIUB, proctored 
by Huawei members of staff. 

HUAWEI ICT Skill 
Competition Middle East 2017, 
being first time conducted 
in the Middle East, focuses 
mainly on the knowledge 
domains of Routing, 
Switching, Network Security 
and Cloud Computing. 

AMAIUB students were 
invited to participate in a three 
days long intensive workshop 
at the state-of-the-art Huawei 
Lab (Huawei HQ Bahrain) 
conducted by Huawei trainer 

coming all the way from 
Dubai. The workshop was 
conducted from November 16 
to 18. 

Dr. Mahdi H. Miraz has also 
participated the workshop as a 
mentor for AMAIUB students. 
AMAIUB students will 
compete at the national level 
in December 2017. Winners 
of the national level will be 
sponsored to participate in the 
international level to be held 
in China.

AMAIUB students, with Dr. Safeeullah Soomro, Dean of College of Computer Studies and Dr. Mahdi H. Miraz, participat-
ing training workshop at Huawei Lab, Seef District, Bahrain.

The Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland – 

Medical University of Bahrain 
(RCSI Bahrain) celebrated 
Bahrain’s 46th National Day 
and the anniversary of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa’s ascension to 
the throne with a gathering 
of students and staff at the 
Busaiteen campus.

During the event, a photo 
archive of Bahrain from 
the past to the present was 
screened and attendees were 
introduced to aspects of 
Bahrain’s traditions through 
a traditional breakfast in a 

specially-designed setting.
Speaking on the occasion, 

RCSI Bahrain President, 
Professor Sameer Otoom, 
extended his congratulations 
on behalf of the university 
to His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al-Khalifa, His Royal 
Highness the Prime Minister, 
Prince Khalifa Bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime 
Minister and to the people 
of Bahrain on the Kingdom’s 
National Day.

St Christopher’s School 
children are being 

encouraged to ‘Be the change 
they want to see’, and act as 
‘Ambassadors of the Earth’.

December marked the first 
official step in the School’s 
mission to be recognised as an 
Eco School. Children and staff 
at the Primary School campus 
in Saar held lessons about the 
environment, and the children 
were encouraged to turn their 
classroom lights off for one 
hour.

As part of this initiative, 
pupils in Reception designed 
environmentally friendly 
cars; Year 3 wrote letters to 
local restaurants asking them 
to stop using plastic straws; 
Year 4 wrote quizzes about the 
safe use of water; and Year 
6 wrote letters requesting a 
countrywide ban on plastic 
bags.

Pupils also entered a 

competition to design an 
official St Chris ‘Bag for Life’. 
Congratulations to Yaseen 
and Sophia. The St Chris 
‘Green Bags’ hope to raise 
awareness of the importance 
of environmental conservation 

by encouraging the community 
to stop using plastic shopping 
bags. All proceeds from the sale 
of these bags will go towards 
rebuilding local marine 
ecosystems, by supporting the 
creation of an artificial reef in 

the shores of Bahrain.
If you would like to support 

the School’s eco-project, the 
green bags are priced at BD3 
– and available from the Saar 
Campus. Please call 17605000 
for more information.

St Christopher’s School to be an Eco School

“Congratulations to Yaseen and Sophia for designing the winning St Chris Green Bags for Life”: 
Peter Jennings, Year 1 Class Teacher and Environmental Leader, Wendy Bataineh, Head of Junior 
School, Nick Wilson, Head of Senior School, Ed Goodwin, St Christopher’s School Principal, Ian 
Fellows, Head of Infant School, Dr Simon Watson (appointed as St Christopher’s School Principal 
starting August 2018).

Highlights of the event


