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Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

If you’re single, you might long for a romantic 
partner today. If you’re attached, you might think 
of making your commitment more permanent. 
If you’re married, children might be on your 
mind. Whatever your situation, and whatever it 
is you’re searching for now, look your best when 
encountering current or potential partners.

Have you been thinking about adopting a 
pet? If so, today is a great day to go to the 
shelter and rescue one. You’ll know which 
one to choose, as the animal will probably 
choose you! If this is what you want, don’t let 
minor objections get in the way. A pet can 
be a wonderful source of companionship, 
entertainment, and unconditional love.
Someone you love dearly could provide 
inspiration for creative activity of some kind. 
You might write a song or poem about your 
friend, draw or paint a portrait, or cook a 
special meal. Don’t hesitate out of shyness or 
embarrassment. Your friend will be touched. 
Your efforts will be appreciated.

A forthcoming social event that you’re 
planning to host in your home could inspire 
some minor redecorating today. You might 
decide to repaint or add some new plants 
or pictures. Your aesthetic sense is good, so 
don’t put it off. Do it while your imagination 
is flowing freely. You’ll be very happy with the 
results, and they won’t be lost on your guests!

A very loving message could come to you 
from a woman, possibly your mother. If this 
is a letter, it may go on for several pages. If 
it’s a phone call, the conversation could last 
for a long time. Try to schedule some free 
time during the day. Whoever this person is, 
this contact is going to make a very positive 
difference in your relationship.

A small sum of money could come today, 
possibly through the efforts of a woman. You 
may have been waiting for this for a long 
time, so expect to feel relieved. You may have 
some definite plans for the money. Perhaps 
it’s meant for a specific purpose, or maybe 
you’ll invest it. Whichever it is, you’ll want to 
celebrate.

Today’s energies will bring good fortune and 
success. New opportunities to increase status 
and income could come your way. You could 
make some new friends at the same time, 
including someone older than you who could 
be a potential love partner. This should prove 
to be a fortunate day for you, from friendship 
to romance to education to business.

Today your imagination should be flowing 
freely. You could channel this into creative 
work, or you could come up with some 
ingenious ways to advance your business 
interests. The next few days could find your 
mind in overdrive and working on whatever 
ideas you come up with today. Write them 
down. You’ll want to remember them all.

Love and passion may be on your mind. If 
you aren’t currently involved, you might be 
attracted to someone you know through 
business, so a little caution is advised. Suggest 
a professional lunch or dinner and then see 
where it goes. You might not get what you 
want today, but you could create new potential 
for tomorrow!

Today you could meet with a female 
acquaintance that you know through a group. 
By the end of the day, this person could turn 
from casual acquaintance to firm friend. 
You’ll find that this woman is not only a warm 
and kindhearted person but also that your 
backgrounds and interests dovetail closely.

Don’t be surprised if you feel a powerful 
affection for someone you’ve met at work. 
This could be a friendly affection or it could be 
stronger than that. If the latter, it might not be 
a good idea to express this emotion overtly. 
The feeling could pass as quickly as it came, or 
the person might be emotionally unavailable. 
Be discreet!

A powerful feeling of love for someone from 
far away could strike you today. This might be 
someone you’re involved with professionally. 
If this is a romantic attraction, the person 
probably reciprocates your feelings though is 
too reserved to express them. Don’t push. Let 
things develop as they will. The relationship 
might prove to be lasting if you’re careful!

1- Role for Ingrid; 5- Denier’s words; 9- Arrive; 13- Saudi king; 14- Red 
fluorescent dye; 15- Person who is liable to tell untruths; 16- 1998 
Sarah McLachlan hit; 17- Tiny branches; 18- Women’s magazine; 
19- Fermented soybean cake; 21- Witness; 22- Affirmative votes; 
23- Barbershop request; 25- Shower; 27- Concentrated extracts; 31- 
Owner of a slave; 35- Asterisk; 36- Picnic pests; 38- Paris “thanks”; 39- 
Male offspring; 40- Atty.-to-be exams; 42- Alley-___; 43- At attention; 
46- Farm measure; 47- Melody; 48- Vocal organ of birds; 50- Capital of
Jamaica; 52- Astound; 54- South American country, famous for 
Macchu Picchu; 55- Disagreement; 58- Animal park; 60- Entered; 64- 
Shoppe adjective; 65- Accord maker; 67- Tolstoy heroine; 68- Time; 
69- Actor Ryan; 70- Queue before Q; 71- Not closed; 72- The Beatles’ 
“Back in the ___”; 73- Able was ___...; 

1- ___ first you don’t...; 2- Fill with cargo; 3- Leveling wedge; 4- Power 
plug transformer; 5- Without delay; 6- Medical suffix; 7- Large cat; 
8- Pants measurement; 9- Purify; 10- Greasy; 11- Boy or man; 12- “___ 
Tu”: 1974 hit; 14- In the right; 20- West ender?; 24- Bright bunch; 26-
How Dry ___; 27- Curved letters; 28- Tale; 29- More reasonable; 30- 
Pile; 32- Freshwater fish; 33- Low-budget prefix; 34- Grow to maturi-
ty; 37- Divest; 41- Dakar’s land; 44- Tank; 45- Explosive stuff; 47- Large 
sea wave; 49- City in NW Jiangsu province, China; 51- Miracle-___ 
(plant food); 53- High times?; 55- Manhattan neighborhood; 56- Alka-
Seltzer sound; 57- Together, in music; 59- Till bills; 61- Feminizing 
suffix; 62- Are you ___ out?; 63- Scruff; 66- Patriotic org.; 
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I would like to hear a clear 
declaration. If you want to 
accept Turkey, just do it. If 
you don’t want to, just tell 
that.”

Ten people have been 
arrested in France over a 
suspected plot to target 
politicians and mosques, a 
source close to the investi-
gation said. 

The Supreme Court of India 
has temporarily banned the 
sale of firecrackers in and 
around Delhi ahead of Diwali, 
citing severe air pollution. Do 
you support the move?

Yes               No              Cant Say

-Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Turkish President

Ten arrested over sus-
pected plot to target 
politicians

90pc of Raqqa retaken 
from Islamic State - U.S
The U.S. military said that 
it could only confirm that 
about 90 percent of the 
Syrian city of Raqqa had 
been retaken from IS. 

The Baghdad government 
recaptured territory from 
Kurds across the breadth of 
northern Iraq, making star-
tlingly rapid gains in a sudden 
campaign

Israel said it would not con-
duct diplomatic negotiations 
with a Palestinian govern-
ment that includes a role for 
the militant Hamas group.

Kurds abandon territory 
in the face of Iraq 
government advance

Israel says no talks if 
Hamas in Palestinian 
government

North says ‘a nuke war may 
break out any moment’
United Nations

North Korea’s deputy 
U.N. ambassador 

warned Monday that the 
situation on the Korean 
peninsula “has reached the 
touch-and-go point and a 
nuclear war may break out 
any moment.”

Kim In Ryong told the 
U.N. General Assembly’s 
disarmament committee 
that North Korea is the only 
country in the world that has 
been subjected to “such an 
extreme and direct nuclear 

threat” from the United 
States. 

He pointed to large-
scale military exercises 
every year using “nuclear 
assets” and said what is 
more dangerous is what he 
called a U.S. plan to stage a 
“secret operation aimed at 
the removal of our supreme  
leadership.”

“If the U.S. dares to invade 
our sacred territory even an 
inch it will not escape our 
severe punishment in any 
part of the globe,” he warned.
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Speed
Specifications

Combat radius
Payload
Crew
Troops

280km/h
UH-60M

600km
4,540kg

4
11

520km/h
V-280

1,480km
5,440kg

4
14

Bell Helicopter’s V-280 Valor tiltrotor prototype, developed to replace
the U.S. Army’s UH-60 Black Hawk and AH-64 Apache helicopters,

is scheduled to make its maiden flight before the end of 2017

Plan view

V-280 VALOR: Flight demonstrator builds on tiltrotor technology
of Bell’s V-22 Osprey, used by U.S. Air Force and Marines
Tiltrotor: Rotors and driveshafts tilt while engine nacelles
remain in place – simpler than V-22,
which tilts entire engine

Engines: Two 5,000shp
GE T64 turboshafts

Airframe
Carbon fibre-

reinforced composites
reduce weight and cost

Armoured
cabin

V-tail and
ruddervators

Side doors: Allow troops to quickly
enter and exit – unlike rear ramp on
V-22 – and provide door gunners
with wide field of fire

Retractable undercarriage

Attack
variant

Internal bay and outboard pylons
for guided missiles and rockets

Nose-mounted gun turret

Vertical flight
Takes off,
lands and
hovers like
helicopter

Forward
flight

Speed, range
and payload

superior to
helicopter
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Over the first nine months of 2017
demand for passenger cars remained
positive in Europe*, with more than
12 million new vehicles registered –

an increase of 3.6% compared
to the same period last year

New passenger car registrations
by market (Jan-Sep 2017)

Percentage change
on same period 2016
*EU plus EFTA states Iceland,
Norway and Switzerland
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Norway
116,358
Ireland
128,587
Denmark
168,676 +0.1

-10.2

+0.4

-0.6

-3.9

+19.0

+10.1

+10.4

+3.8

+18.1

+11.1

+22.7

+14.3

+0.4

+5.8

+15.9

+10.5

+21.3

Finland
92,091

Hungary
82,660

Slovakia
71,335

Slovenia
54,115

Romania
78,769

Greece
69,858

Croatia
41,270

+6.8
933,142

+3.9
1,560,879

+2.2
2,611,821

+9.0
1,533,710

+2.6
435,341

+17.3
355,461

+13.9
324,704

+3.1
279,839

+7.0
269,878

-0.3
231,483

2,066,411
Cyprus
10,333
Latvia
12,702
Iceland
18,232
Lithuania
19,157
Estonia
19,346
Bulgaria
22,098
Luxembourg
40,872

+6.6
205,511

+7.9
171,555

Kabul

The Taliban unleashed a 
wave of attacks across 

Afghanistan yesterday, 
targeting police compounds 
and government facilities 
with suicide bombers in the 
country’s south, east and 
west, and killing at least 74 
people, officials said.

Among those killed in one 
of the attacks was a provincial 
police chief. Scores were also 
wounded, both policemen 
and civilians.

Afghanistan’s deputy 
interior minister, Murad Ali 
Murad, called the onslaught 
the “biggest terrorist attack 
this year.”

Murad told a press 
conference in Kabul that 
attacks in Ghazni and Paktia 
provinces killed 71 people.

In southern Paktia 
province, 41 people — 21 
policemen and 20 civilians — 
were killed when the Taliban 

targeted a police compound 
in the provincial capital of 
Gardez with two suicide car 
bombs. Among the wounded 
were 48 policemen and 110 
civilians.

The provincial police chief, 
Toryalai Abdyani, was killed 
in the Paktia attack, Murad 
said.

The Interior Ministry 
said in a statement earlier 
Tuesday that after the two 
cars blew up in Gardez, five 
attackers with suicide belts 
tried to storm the compound 
but were killed by Afghan 
security forces.

Health Ministry 
spokesman Waheed Majroo 
said the Gardez city hospital 
reported receiving at 
least 130 wounded in the  
attack.

Hamza Aqmhal, a student 
at the Paktia University, told 
The Associated Press that 
he heard a very powerful 

blast that shattered glass 
and broke all the windows 
at the building he was in. 
The university is about 2 
kilometers (1.25 miles) from 
the training academy, said 
Aqmhal, who was slightly 
injured by the glass.

A lawmaker from Paktia, 
Mujeeb Rahman Chamkani, 
said that along with the 
provincial police chief, 
several of his staff were killed. 
Most of the casualties were 
civilians who had come to 
the center, which also serves 
a government passport 
department, Chamkani  
said.

In southern Ghazni 
province, the insurgents 
stormed a security compound 
in Andar district, using a 
suicide car bomb and killing 
25 police and five civilians, 
Murad said. At least 15 people 
were wounded, including 10 
policemen, he added. (AP)

Taliban 
launch
wave of 
attacks
in Afghan, 
kill 74

Harare

At least 50 people want 
to become Zimbabwe’s 

hangman, a job that fell vacant 
over a decade ago, officials 
said yesterday, stressing 
that applicants were “very 
interested” in the role.

The country, which has an 
unemployment rate of more 
than 90 percent by some 
measures, last executed a 
prisoner in 2005, after which 
the serving hangman retired.

“The response has been 
overwhelming and the 
applications have been from 
both men and women,” justice 
ministry secretary Virginia 

Mabhiza told the NewsDay 
newspaper.

“We have received over 
50 applications in the past 
few months. People are very 
interested.”

After a long search, a new 
hangman was reported to 
have been appointed in 2012 
but the chosen candidate was 
never confirmed. Zimbabwe’s 
new 2013 constitution exempts 
women from the hangman’s 
noose.“All men between 
18 and 69 years (who) have 
been convicted of murder in 
aggravated circumstances can 
receive capital punishment,” 
Mabhiza was quoted as saying.

Wanted: 
Zimbabwe 
hangman 
-- 50 apply


