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Khalid Bin Hamad Theatres Festival 
for National Clubs, Youth Centres 

and People with Disability represents 
a noble gesture and an important step 
towards empowering Bahraini youth, 
said renowned Bahraini Actress Salwa 
Bakhit. 

Bakhit, well known for her role 
in “Um Hilal” made the comments 
during her visit to the festival held 
at  Muharraq Model Youth Centre in 
Busaiteen.  The highlight of the day 
was the play “First Degree Retiree” 
performed by Al-Wusta Youth Centre. 

Expressing her admiration of the 
entertaining performances of the youth 
centres and clubs, she said, “Including 
people with disabilities in the festival is 
a noble gesture.” 

Veteran actors such as Abdulla 
Malik and Saad Al-Buainain as well 
as officials including Khalid Al-Haj, 
Assistant Undersecretary for Sports 

Affairs and Facilities at the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports Affairs, Rashid 
Abdulateef Al-Zayani, Director of 
Planning, Policies and Follow Up in the 
ministry and Tariq Al-Arabi, Director 
of Clubs Affairs in the ministry were 
present on the occasion. 

The next play at the festival is 
“Document of Silence”. Directed by 
Lamya Al-Showaikh, the play will be 
performed by Barbar Cultural and 
Sports Club team on Wednesday.  

The festival is annually held as 
part of Khalid  Bin Hamad Al-Khalifa 
initiatives to empower Bahraini 
youth in the fields of arts, culture and 
humanitarian works. This year’s edition 
is themed #Let’s_Plant_A_Smile. 

It is worth mentioning that the 
festival was launched on October 4 by 
Hisham bin Mohammed Al-Jowder, 
the Minister of Youth and Sports 
Affairs, on behalf of Shaikh Khalid. 
The shows will continue until 21st  of 
this month.

Theatre fest
a big step 
towards youth
empowerment

Adhari Park Bronze 
sponsor of festival
Adhari Park has announced its 

backing to the third edition of 
Khalid Bin Hamad Theatres Festival 
for National Clubs, Youth Centres 
and People with Disability as Bronze 
sponsor. 

Held under the patronage of HH 
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, 
First Deputy President of the Supreme 
Council for Youth and Sports and 
Honorary President of Bahrain Sports 
Federation for Disabilities, the festival 
is being held at Muharraq Model 
Youth Centre in Busaiteen.

Shaikh Khalid welcomed the 

sponsorship and said that the support 
reflects Adhari Park’s interest 
and concern in empowering and 
developing the youth of Bahrain. 

Khayyam Ali Salim, Head of 
Adhari Park, said that the company’s 
sponsorship comes within its 
responsibilities to 
achieve community 
p a r t n e r s h i p 
by supporting 
youth, sports, 
cultural and social 
programmes in 
Bahrain.

Khalid Arhama receiving the best actor award

Salwa Bakhit and chief guests at the art gallery

Scenes from the play
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Nijeberkoop 

Two tigers, rescued 
traumatised and emaciated 

from war in Syria, have arrived 
in a Dutch refuge and are 
settling into their new, quiet 
home far from the conflict.

Brother and sister, Sultan and 
Sayeeda, saved from Aleppo 
earlier this year, “handled the 
trip well and arrived safely,” 
said Juno van Zon, handler for 
the big cats at the sanctuary 
where the two will be cared for 
in the northern Dutch town of 
Nijeberkoop.

Both barely a year old, the 
female tiger stretched out in 
the sand of her new enclosure 
next to a small pool where she 
had already taken a swim, and 
seemed at ease.

Her brother was more 
anxious, pacing the area close 
to the door, ready to bolt for 
cover inside.

“The animals are remarkably 
really calm. Especially the 
female here, well you can see 
her, she’s just lying (down) and 
she’s exploring her enclosure,” 
said Van Zon.

“The male is still a bit afraid, 
but to be honest, that is more 
than normal.”

But he highlighted how 
both big cats seemed to have 
difficulty maintaining their 

balance when they walk, and 
their fur “is really pale, not 
shiny at all and that’s also not a 
good sign.”

Both were also easily startled 
by sudden noises, an indication 
of what they had endured in a 
war-zone.

Footage from the Magic 
World zoo and amusement 
park in Aleppo showed “a 
lot of destroyed buildings, 
bullet holes in the walls. So... 
fighting was going on there too. 
Like people, animals can be 
traumatised,” added Van Zon.

The Four Paws charity, 
which goes to the aid of 
animals in distress around the 
world, brought the tigers out 

of Aleppo and into Turkey at 
the end of July along with five 
lions, two bears, two hyenas 
and two dogs.

After a short stay in Turkey 
to be cared for and treated 
for neglect, the animals were 
taken to Jordan in mid-August, 
where most of the other beasts 
are staying for the time being.

Sultan and Sayeeda have 
already put on weight and are 
in a better condition than when 
they were found. Once they are 
fully restored to health, Van 
Zon will accompany them to 
a new life either in another 
sanctuary in The Netherlands 
or perhaps to a reserve in South 
Africa. (AFP)

Rescued Aleppo 
tigers settle into 
new Dutch home 

Sultan and Sayeeda, two tigers, were rescued

Dubai

Parts of an unmanned 
Russian cargo spaceship 

burned across the night sky of 
the Arabian Peninsula, drawing 
gasps from Dubai to Riyadh 
before breaking up in the Earth’s 
atmosphere and scattering in the 
Indian Ocean.

The fiery end Monday night 
to parts of Progress MS-07 came 
as planned after it delivered 2.5 
metric tons (2.75 tons) of water, 
food and scientific equipment 
to the astronauts aboard the 
International Space Station.

But its 80-second appearance 
in the skies of the United Arab 
Emirates stunned onlookers in 
a region where Iran regularly 
test-fires ballistic missiles and 
Shiite rebels in Yemen have 
threatened to use them against 
Abu Dhabi. Even a day later, 
government officials still hadn’t 
corrected their earlier statements 
identifying the object as a meteor.

The disposable spacecraft 
blasted off Saturday from the 
Russian-leased Baikonur launch 
complex in Kazakhstan. Its 
rockets and stages earlier fell 
harmlessly and largely unnoticed 
into the atmosphere, said Hasan 

Ahmad al-Hariri, the CEO of the 
Dubai Astronomy Group.

Parts of the ship could be seen 
re-entering the atmosphere from 
7:35 p.m. (1535 GMT) Monday, 
al-Hariri said. It streaked across 
the Dubai skyline behind the 
Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest 
building, drawing both stunned 
and anxious reaction from those 
watching.

“It was quite visible for the 
public,” al-Hariri said. “It’s not 
something you see every day. It 
was beautiful to see that thing 
up in the sky, disintegrating into 
pieces.”

Soon, “people were banging 
me with calls,” he said.

The governmental Dubai 
Media Office, citing the 
sheikhdom’s Mohammed bin 
Rashid Space Center, quickly 
described the aerial display a 
“meteorite.” The UAE’s General 
Civil Aviation Authority said in a 
statement that “the meteor was a 
natural and regular phenomenon 
at this time of the year.”

But it wasn’t a meteor. 
Al-Hariri said it was the 6.5-
meter (21.3-foot)-long spaceship 
breaking up some 140 kilometers 
(87 miles) in the sky.

NASA said that the spaceship 
made it to the International 
Space Station early Monday 
morning. It referred further 
questions to the U.S. Joint Space 
Operations Center, which did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The Mohammed bin Rashid 
Space Center, which hopes to 
launch a probe to Mars in 2020, 
did not respond to a request for 
comment on Tuesday.

The UAE announced in 
February it wanted to build the 
first city on Mars by 2117.

For al-Hariri, whose semi-
governmental organization 
hopes to soon open its Al 
Thuraya Astronomy Center 
along the flight path of the 
Dubai International Airport, the 
incident Monday night shows 
the importance of educating 
the public about the wonders 
of space. He noted that despite 
the UAE’s rapid development, 
its empty deserts offer beautiful 
viewing of the stars at night, 
including glimpses of the Milky 
Way.

“It was something that was 
really worth to look at,” he said. 
“It was beautiful to see.” (AP)

Parts of 
Russian
spaceship 
burn up 
over Dubai
In this photo distributed by Roscosmos Space Agency 
Press Service, Russian cargo ship Souz 2,1A launches 
from Russia’s main space facility in Baikonur, Kazakhstan


