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Top military and security 
experts from all over the world 

converged on Bahrain yesterday 
amid rising terrorist threats to 
discuss the importance of regional 
and international alliances and 
coalitions in combating terrorism. 

The leaders spoke about the 
importance of advancing formal 
co-operation between nations and 
creating a regional coalition to 
achieve peace. 

The discussions were part of the 
MEMAC (Middle East Military 
Alliance & Coalition) conference 
held on the sidelines of the BIDEC 
2017.

Addressing the conference, Royal 
Guard Commander also Chairperson 
of the Supreme Organising 
Committee of Bahrain International 
Defence Exhibition & Conference 
2017, HH, Brigadier, Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa shed light on 
the vital role played by Bahrain in 
the region through its alliances with 
the United States, the GCC, as well as 
Islamic and Arab countries. 

The all-day conference, divided 
into four segments, had panel 
discussions focusing on the threats 
posed by terrorism, extremism, 
piracy and cyber-attacks to the 
Middle East region in particular. 

The sessions also discussed the 
opportunities regional alliances 

can offer to the region’s collective 
defence and security, as well as 
various advantages and challenges in 
forming successful regional alliances.

In this regard, the participants at 
the panel discussions viewed that the 
key towards a successful coalition 
is to have all nations “working 
harmoniously towards one vision”.

They also stressed the need to 
merge all fields such as political, 
military and economic towards 
creating  successful  alliances and 
coalition highlighting:  “Terrorism is 
not religion or culture-based”. 

The need for  enhancing cyber 
security was also highlighted during 
the discussion, with experts urging 
to develop more fundamental and 
practical approaches to fight the 
menace. 

“It was an excellent and focused 
conference that brought together 
right people with right agenda,” 

General Wesley K. Clark; Former 
NATO Commander and Co-Chair 
of MEMAC told DT News adding: 
“Conferences like this would help 
advance the cause of security and 
peace in this region.”  

Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al 

Khalifa, the Chairman of Bahrain 
Center for Strategic, International 
and Energy Studies (DERASAT), 
the Chairman of MEMAC, and the 
Spokesperson of BIDEC told DT 
News, “The discussions provided a 
strategic insight on military alliances 
and coalitions and brought a lot of 
perspective to all those who attended 
the conference.”

He pointed out that the questions 
raised by the attendees were quite 
reflective to the discussion. “I would 
like to thank our partners and 
supporters especially  HH Brigadier 
Shaikh Nasser Bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
for his confidence in DERASAT 
whereby we were able to have a line 
of strategist military and diplomats 
to discuss this issue.” 

The long list of experts at the 

conference include General The 
Lord Richards (David); UK Chief 
of Defence Staff 2010-2013 and 
COMISAF 2006/7, General Zubair 
Mahmood Hayat; Chairman, Joint 
Chief of Staff Committee, Pakistan, 
General Raja Mohamed Affandi 
bin Raja Mohamed Nor;   Chief of 
Defence Force of Malaysia, Colonel 
Pilot Turki bin Saleh Al-Maliki; 
Spokesman of Arab Coalition 
Forces to Support Legitimacy 
in Yemen, Saudi Arabia,   Amb. 
Thrasyvoulos Terry Stamatopoulos; 
Former Assistant Secretary-
General for Political Affairs and 
Security Policy, NATO, Greece, 
General Wesley K. Clark (Chair); 
Former NATO Commander and 
Co-Chair of MEMAC and many  
others. 
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Strengthen alliances to 
beat terrorism: MEMAC

General Wesley K. Clark; Former NATO 
Commander and Co-Chair of MEMAC Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa

Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa at the conference 

The conference
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Lanka luring 
local tourists
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Around 3,000 people 
from Bahrain visit Sri 

Lanka every year, an official 
revealed during a roadshow 
organised by Sri Lankan 
Tourism Promotion Bureau 
at Downtown Rotana Hotel 
in Manama yesterday.

The roadshow was 
intended to connect Sri 
Lankan travel agencies with 
Bahrain’s tourism sector. 
Businesses from Bahrain 
conducted Business to 
Business meetings with 
representatives from Sri 
Lanka during the road show.

“We are coming to Bahrain 
after a long time, maybe after 

around 10 years. This time 
we are doing the roadshow 
in four countries - Bahrain, 
Oman, Kuwait and Qatar. 
This roadshow will be to 
connect our travel industry 
here and build relationships 
each-other. We have 15 travel 
agencies that have come from 
Sri Lanka and they are now 
in talks with Bahraini travel 
agents,”  Sri Lanka Tourism 
Promotion Bureau Marketing 
Director Madubhani Perara 
told DT News.

“This will not be a one-
off event, we want to have 
this kind of events at least 
once in two years. We are 
planning for a similar event 
next year in Saudi and UAE. 
The average number of 
people who have visited Sri 

Lanka from Bahrain in recent 
years for tourism is 3000. We 
are hoping that this number 
will increase. From all over 
the world, we got 2.2 million 
tourists. Now our focus is to 
increase the numbers from 
Middle East. There is a lot 
of potential in this market 
because there are a lot of 
airline connections. We have 
daily flights from Bahrain 
via Sri Lankan Airlines. Gulf 
Air flies five times per week. 
So despite all these there 
are not as much tourism. So 
there is a potential to grow 
in this area. Air connectivity 
is the number one factor for 
tourism. From the Middle 
East we have 160 flights per 
week so we are covered in 
that regard,” she said.
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Bahrain, Saudi bolster ties
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His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa 

bin Salman Al Khalifa received 
Prince Fahad bin Abdulla 
Al-Saudi at his palace in Riffa 
yesterday. 

Prince Fahad is currently 
on a visit to the Kingdom to 
participate in the Bahrain 
International Defence 
Exhibition and Conference 
(BIDEC 2017).

HRH the Prime Minister 

stressed that the Bahraini-Saudi 
relations embody the highest 
level of fraternity and love 
between brotherly countries, 
thanks to the strong relations 
binding their leaderships and 
peoples, as well as the two 
kingdoms’ shared belief in their 
common destiny.

The Prime Minister lauded 
the leading role played by Saudi 
Arabia, under the leadership 
of the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, to defend 

the causes of the Arab and 
Islamic nations, as well as to 
bring together the Nation for 
the benefit of the region and its 
peoples.

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
values highly Saudi Arabia’s 
stances in supporting it under all 
circumstances, which reflects the 
specificity of the distinguished 
relations of constructive and 
fruitful cooperation between 
the two kingdoms throughout 
history, HRH Prime Minister 
said.

Excellence awards for
Govt Depts on cards
DT News Network
Manama

The government will 
give awards to its 

various departments 
for outstanding 
performance during 
the 2017 Government 
Forum to be held on 
October 22, Cabinet 
Affairs Minister 
Mohammed bin Ibrahim 
Al Mutawa has said. 

The awards will be in 
the following categories: 
Educational Excellence 
Award; Customer 
Service Excellence 
Award; and Government 
Best Practices Award.

The  2017 Government 
Forum will provide an 
important opportunity 
to review and assess the 
government’s strategic goals 
and priorities built around the 
citizens’ interests, the Cabinet 
Affairs  Minister  said. 

The Minister noted that by 
identifying the future goals 
of sustainable development, 
in line with His Majesty  
the King’s directives, the 

government has once 
again demonstrated 
its commitment to 
enabling a modern and 
dynamic economy that 
facilitates private sector 
growth and high-value 
opportunities.

The Minister also 
spoke of the range 
of topics that will be 
covered during this 
year’s Government 
Forum, stating that this 
year’s event will shed 
light on the extent of 
achievements made 
under the current 
Government Action 
Plan (2015 – 2018). 

In addition, the 
Forum will review the 
range of measures that 
followed last year’s 

Forum, designed to drive 
growth across Bahrain’s 
financial, infrastructure and 
public service sectors. 

His Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa with  Prince Fahad bin Abdulla Al-Saudi


