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Raid on Shaikh Sultan 
bin Suhaim denounced
Manama

Manama Center for 
Human Rights has  

condemned  Qatari security 
authorities’ raid on the 
residence of Shaikh Sultan 
bin Suhaim Al-Thani and 
freezing of assets of Shaikh 
Abdullah bin Ali Al-Thani. 
It called on Doha to respect 
the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and other 
international charters.
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Why are Republicans 
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absurd budget that is 
diametrically opposed to 
what the American people 
want? Follow the money.
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Bahrain Defence Force 
(BDF) yesterday signed 

the biggest deal in its history 
to purchase 16 F-16 fighter jets 
from US aerospace company 
Lockheed Martin.

The $3.8-billion deal to 
purchase the upgraded F16 
aircrafts was signed between 
Royal Bahrain Air Force 
(RBAF) and Lockheed Martin 
during the second day of the 
Bahrain International Defence 
Exhibition and Conference 
(BIDEC) being held here.

The deal was signed by 
RBAF Commander Major 

General Shaikh Hamad 
bin Abdulla Al Khalifa and 
Lockheed Martin Executive 
Vice President Richard 

Ambrose, in the presence of 
Bahrain Center for Strategic 
and International Studies 
and Energy (DERASAT) 
Chairman and Middle 

East Military Alliances 
and Coalitions (MEMAC) 
Chairman Shaikh Abdulla bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa.

Shaikh Hamad stated 

that the upgraded F-16 jets 
will contribute effectively to 
developing the RBAF, which, 
he said, also includes many 
modern systems.

“This is the biggest deal 
in the history of RBAF,” he 
said on the sidelines of the 
a press conference held at 
BIDEC venue of the Bahrain 
International Exhibitions 
and Conferences Centre, 
announcing the deal.

Ambrose affirmed that 
Bahrain is the first country in 
the region to sign such a deal 
with the American aerospace 
and defence technologies 
company, highlighting the 
great development witnessed 
by RBAF.

$3.8-b deal to buy 
16 F-16 jets signed

Maj. Gen. Shaikh Hamad bin 
Abdulla Al Khalifa

Richard Ambrose Shaikh Abdulla

The Embassy of India will 
remain closed on Thursday  
on account of Diwali

Saudi condemns terror 
blasts in Afghanistan
Jeddah

Saudi Arabia has strongly 
condemned the suicide 

attacks which targeted 
Gardez city and Ghazni 
province in Afghanistan, 
leaving dozens dead and 
injured. A Foreign Ministry 
official expressed solidarity 
with the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan in confronting 
terrorism and extremism.
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Brazil has confirmed that four professional fighters 
will be set to compete in Bahrain at Brave 9: 

The Kingdom of Champions. Brazil will be among 
the nations that are sending the maximum number 
of athletes for Brave alongside Jordan and India. 
Brave 9 will feature 16 professional fights involving 
athletes from 21 nations in the biggest fight card 
ever in the Middle East. Lucas Martins will face 
Elias Boudegzdame from Algeria for the featherweight 
championship title. The fight will be featured in the 
main card of the event. Brave 9 also features three 
championship titles that will be decided. 

Titan FC lightweight champion, Gesias Cavalcante 
will be facing Alan Omer in the main card in one of 
the toughest fights presented in the card. Erick Da 
Silva will face the “Pride of Palestine” Abdul Kareem 
Al-Selwady. Felipe Efrain will be facing Nawras Abzakh 
in the preliminary card of the event. Brazil has so far 
featured maximum number of competitors for the 
Brave and hosted Brave twice within a year. 

Brave 9 will be featured during the 2017 Brave 
International Combat Week which also features 
IMMAF World Championships which is held under 
the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa. 

Brazil confirms 4 
fighters at Brave

Manama 

Hamza Kooheji is undergoing his 
final phase of training leading to 

Brave 9: The Kingdom of Champions 
in Russia. Hamza will be facing the 
top bantamweight fighter in India, 
Mohammed Farhad in Bahrain 
on  November 17. KHK MMA fight 
team has also joined Hamza in his 
training camp at Russia. Hamza 
Kooheji is on a three fight winning 
streak and is the only professional 
MMA fighter from Bahrain. 

Meanwhile Mohammed Farhad 
is on a 6 fight winning streak and 

has the longest undefeated streak 
in the history of Indian MMA. The 
popularity of Farhad has also let him 
featured in the action film Bhaagi 
against Bollywood actor Tiger Shroff. 
The face off between Hamza Kooheji 
and Mohammed Farhad is referred by 
global media as - The pride of Bahrain 
versus the prodigy from India. 

The 2017 Brave International 
Combat Week will also feature the first 
ever IMMAF World Championship of 
Amateur MMA under the patronage 
of His Highness Sheikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa.

Kooheji pursues
Brave 9 in Russia
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The mysterious object that 
lit up the Bahrain skies 

on Monday night was not an 
Unidentified Flying Object 
(UFO) as circulated in the 
social media by many in the 
past two days, DT News has 
learnt.

Clarifications from the 
concerned departments 
and experts in the Kingdom 
varied, as it was thought to be 
a shooting star or remains of a 
satellite, but all parties agreed 
that “it wasn’t a UFO”.

Bahrain Meteorological 
Department of the 
Civil Aviation Affairs 
in Transportations and 
Telecommunications Ministry 
said in a statement that the 
“the object was only a shooting 
star”.

However,  Bahrain 

Astronomical Society President 
and Applied Physics Professor 
in the University of Bahrain 
Dr. Waheeb Al Nasser said the 
object was the remains of a 
Russian satellite and that it was 
seen in several countries in the 
Arabian Gulf region.

“The object was seen for 
few minutes in the skies of 
Bahrain, Oman, the UAE and 
the Eastern Province of Saudi 

Arabia.  The six-meter-long 
object is a part of a Russian 
satellite and it’s believed that it 
has fallen in the Indian Ocean,” 
Al Nasser clarified.

The statements came after 
footage of the burning object 
in Bahrain sky went viral on 
local social media networks, as 
some claimed that it’s an UFO 
while others believed that is a  
missile.  

Object that lit up skies 
was no UFO: Met Dep

Part of the footage showing the bruning object in Bahrain sky

Bill passed to end workers 
residing in residential areas

 DT News Network
news@dt.bh

The House of 
Representatives yesterday 

passed a bill that instructs to 
allocate 15 per cent of the 
space of industrial areas to 
build accommodations for 
labourers.

The bill, which was 
intensively discussed during 
the previous sessions of 
the current legislative 
term, aims at combatting 
the phenomenon of the 
increasing unmarried workers 
within residential areas where 
families reside.

The bill came up in the 

third regular weekly meeting 
chaired by Speaker Ahmed 
Ibrahim Al Mulla yesterday. 
The majority of MPs voted 
for the bill, which stipulates 
amending Article 24 of Law 
Decree 28 of 1999 with 
regards to establishing and 
regulating industrial areas. 
The amendment demands 
allocating 15 pc of industrial 
lands to build labour camps 
and accommodations.

Some of the MPs said 
during the discussion that the 
bill would reduce several social 
phenomena such as traffic 
congestions in residential 
areas and labourers’ gathering 

near the entrances of houses 
and residences.

The legislators also 
reviewed the Government’s 
replies to 20 proposals that 
included finding permanent 
solutions to arbitrary 
termination of Bahraini 
employees’ contracts in 
companies of the private sector 
and protecting them, banning 
strikes in Aluminium Bahrain 
(Alba) factory, establishing a 
directorate concerned about 
rainwater and surface water 
discharge and constructing 
a pedestrians bridge near Al 
Hidaya Al Khalifiah School in 
Muharraq.

Parliament session in progress yesterday
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Top military and security 
experts from all over the world 

converged on Bahrain yesterday 
amid rising terrorist threats to 
discuss the importance of regional 
and international alliances and 
coalitions in combating terrorism. 

The leaders spoke about the 
importance of advancing formal 
co-operation between nations and 
creating a regional coalition to 
achieve peace. 

The discussions were part of the 
MEMAC (Middle East Military 
Alliance & Coalition) conference 
held on the sidelines of the BIDEC 
2017.

Addressing the conference, Royal 
Guard Commander also Chairperson 
of the Supreme Organising 
Committee of Bahrain International 
Defence Exhibition & Conference 
2017, HH, Brigadier, Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa shed light on 
the vital role played by Bahrain in 
the region through its alliances with 
the United States, the GCC, as well as 
Islamic and Arab countries. 

The all-day conference, divided 
into four segments, had panel 
discussions focusing on the threats 
posed by terrorism, extremism, 
piracy and cyber-attacks to the 
Middle East region in particular. 

The sessions also discussed the 
opportunities regional alliances 

can offer to the region’s collective 
defence and security, as well as 
various advantages and challenges in 
forming successful regional alliances.

In this regard, the participants at 
the panel discussions viewed that the 
key towards a successful coalition 
is to have all nations “working 
harmoniously towards one vision”.

They also stressed the need to 
merge all fields such as political, 
military and economic towards 
creating  successful  alliances and 
coalition highlighting:  “Terrorism is 
not religion or culture-based”. 

The need for  enhancing cyber 
security was also highlighted during 
the discussion, with experts urging 
to develop more fundamental and 
practical approaches to fight the 
menace. 

“It was an excellent and focused 
conference that brought together 
right people with right agenda,” 

General Wesley K. Clark; Former 
NATO Commander and Co-Chair 
of MEMAC told DT News adding: 
“Conferences like this would help 
advance the cause of security and 
peace in this region.”  

Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al 

Khalifa, the Chairman of Bahrain 
Center for Strategic, International 
and Energy Studies (DERASAT), 
the Chairman of MEMAC, and the 
Spokesperson of BIDEC told DT 
News, “The discussions provided a 
strategic insight on military alliances 
and coalitions and brought a lot of 
perspective to all those who attended 
the conference.”

He pointed out that the questions 
raised by the attendees were quite 
reflective to the discussion. “I would 
like to thank our partners and 
supporters especially  HH Brigadier 
Shaikh Nasser Bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
for his confidence in DERASAT 
whereby we were able to have a line 
of strategist military and diplomats 
to discuss this issue.” 

The long list of experts at the 

conference include General The 
Lord Richards (David); UK Chief 
of Defence Staff 2010-2013 and 
COMISAF 2006/7, General Zubair 
Mahmood Hayat; Chairman, Joint 
Chief of Staff Committee, Pakistan, 
General Raja Mohamed Affandi 
bin Raja Mohamed Nor;   Chief of 
Defence Force of Malaysia, Colonel 
Pilot Turki bin Saleh Al-Maliki; 
Spokesman of Arab Coalition 
Forces to Support Legitimacy 
in Yemen, Saudi Arabia,   Amb. 
Thrasyvoulos Terry Stamatopoulos; 
Former Assistant Secretary-
General for Political Affairs and 
Security Policy, NATO, Greece, 
General Wesley K. Clark (Chair); 
Former NATO Commander and 
Co-Chair of MEMAC and many  
others. 
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Strengthen alliances to 
beat terrorism: MEMAC

General Wesley K. Clark; Former NATO 
Commander and Co-Chair of MEMAC Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa

Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa at the conference 

The conference
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Lanka luring 
local tourists
Mohammed Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

Manama

Around 3,000 people 
from Bahrain visit Sri 

Lanka every year, an official 
revealed during a roadshow 
organised by Sri Lankan 
Tourism Promotion Bureau 
at Downtown Rotana Hotel 
in Manama yesterday.

The roadshow was 
intended to connect Sri 
Lankan travel agencies with 
Bahrain’s tourism sector. 
Businesses from Bahrain 
conducted Business to 
Business meetings with 
representatives from Sri 
Lanka during the road show.

“We are coming to Bahrain 
after a long time, maybe after 

around 10 years. This time 
we are doing the roadshow 
in four countries - Bahrain, 
Oman, Kuwait and Qatar. 
This roadshow will be to 
connect our travel industry 
here and build relationships 
each-other. We have 15 travel 
agencies that have come from 
Sri Lanka and they are now 
in talks with Bahraini travel 
agents,”  Sri Lanka Tourism 
Promotion Bureau Marketing 
Director Madubhani Perara 
told DT News.

“This will not be a one-
off event, we want to have 
this kind of events at least 
once in two years. We are 
planning for a similar event 
next year in Saudi and UAE. 
The average number of 
people who have visited Sri 

Lanka from Bahrain in recent 
years for tourism is 3000. We 
are hoping that this number 
will increase. From all over 
the world, we got 2.2 million 
tourists. Now our focus is to 
increase the numbers from 
Middle East. There is a lot 
of potential in this market 
because there are a lot of 
airline connections. We have 
daily flights from Bahrain 
via Sri Lankan Airlines. Gulf 
Air flies five times per week. 
So despite all these there 
are not as much tourism. So 
there is a potential to grow 
in this area. Air connectivity 
is the number one factor for 
tourism. From the Middle 
East we have 160 flights per 
week so we are covered in 
that regard,” she said.

Under the patronage of

H.E. Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa
Deputy Prime Minister

OCTOBER 26 TO 28, 2017

BAHRAIN 
INTERNATIONAL
PROPERTY EXHIBITION
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Bahrain, Saudi bolster ties

DT News Network
Manama

His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa 

bin Salman Al Khalifa received 
Prince Fahad bin Abdulla 
Al-Saudi at his palace in Riffa 
yesterday. 

Prince Fahad is currently 
on a visit to the Kingdom to 
participate in the Bahrain 
International Defence 
Exhibition and Conference 
(BIDEC 2017).

HRH the Prime Minister 

stressed that the Bahraini-Saudi 
relations embody the highest 
level of fraternity and love 
between brotherly countries, 
thanks to the strong relations 
binding their leaderships and 
peoples, as well as the two 
kingdoms’ shared belief in their 
common destiny.

The Prime Minister lauded 
the leading role played by Saudi 
Arabia, under the leadership 
of the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, to defend 

the causes of the Arab and 
Islamic nations, as well as to 
bring together the Nation for 
the benefit of the region and its 
peoples.

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
values highly Saudi Arabia’s 
stances in supporting it under all 
circumstances, which reflects the 
specificity of the distinguished 
relations of constructive and 
fruitful cooperation between 
the two kingdoms throughout 
history, HRH Prime Minister 
said.

Excellence awards for
Govt Depts on cards
DT News Network
Manama

The government will 
give awards to its 

various departments 
for outstanding 
performance during 
the 2017 Government 
Forum to be held on 
October 22, Cabinet 
Affairs Minister 
Mohammed bin Ibrahim 
Al Mutawa has said. 

The awards will be in 
the following categories: 
Educational Excellence 
Award; Customer 
Service Excellence 
Award; and Government 
Best Practices Award.

The  2017 Government 
Forum will provide an 
important opportunity 
to review and assess the 
government’s strategic goals 
and priorities built around the 
citizens’ interests, the Cabinet 
Affairs  Minister  said. 

The Minister noted that by 
identifying the future goals 
of sustainable development, 
in line with His Majesty  
the King’s directives, the 

government has once 
again demonstrated 
its commitment to 
enabling a modern and 
dynamic economy that 
facilitates private sector 
growth and high-value 
opportunities.

The Minister also 
spoke of the range 
of topics that will be 
covered during this 
year’s Government 
Forum, stating that this 
year’s event will shed 
light on the extent of 
achievements made 
under the current 
Government Action 
Plan (2015 – 2018). 

In addition, the 
Forum will review the 
range of measures that 
followed last year’s 

Forum, designed to drive 
growth across Bahrain’s 
financial, infrastructure and 
public service sectors. 

His Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa with  Prince Fahad bin Abdulla Al-Saudi



6 Wednesday, October 18, 2017

DT News Network
Manama 

Khalid Bin Hamad Theatres Festival 
for National Clubs, Youth Centres 

and People with Disability represents 
a noble gesture and an important step 
towards empowering Bahraini youth, 
said renowned Bahraini Actress Salwa 
Bakhit. 

Bakhit, well known for her role 
in “Um Hilal” made the comments 
during her visit to the festival held 
at  Muharraq Model Youth Centre in 
Busaiteen.  The highlight of the day 
was the play “First Degree Retiree” 
performed by Al-Wusta Youth Centre. 

Expressing her admiration of the 
entertaining performances of the youth 
centres and clubs, she said, “Including 
people with disabilities in the festival is 
a noble gesture.” 

Veteran actors such as Abdulla 
Malik and Saad Al-Buainain as well 
as officials including Khalid Al-Haj, 
Assistant Undersecretary for Sports 

Affairs and Facilities at the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports Affairs, Rashid 
Abdulateef Al-Zayani, Director of 
Planning, Policies and Follow Up in the 
ministry and Tariq Al-Arabi, Director 
of Clubs Affairs in the ministry were 
present on the occasion. 

The next play at the festival is 
“Document of Silence”. Directed by 
Lamya Al-Showaikh, the play will be 
performed by Barbar Cultural and 
Sports Club team on Wednesday.  

The festival is annually held as 
part of Khalid  Bin Hamad Al-Khalifa 
initiatives to empower Bahraini 
youth in the fields of arts, culture and 
humanitarian works. This year’s edition 
is themed #Let’s_Plant_A_Smile. 

It is worth mentioning that the 
festival was launched on October 4 by 
Hisham bin Mohammed Al-Jowder, 
the Minister of Youth and Sports 
Affairs, on behalf of Shaikh Khalid. 
The shows will continue until 21st  of 
this month.

Theatre fest
a big step 
towards youth
empowerment

Adhari Park Bronze 
sponsor of festival
Adhari Park has announced its 

backing to the third edition of 
Khalid Bin Hamad Theatres Festival 
for National Clubs, Youth Centres 
and People with Disability as Bronze 
sponsor. 

Held under the patronage of HH 
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, 
First Deputy President of the Supreme 
Council for Youth and Sports and 
Honorary President of Bahrain Sports 
Federation for Disabilities, the festival 
is being held at Muharraq Model 
Youth Centre in Busaiteen.

Shaikh Khalid welcomed the 

sponsorship and said that the support 
reflects Adhari Park’s interest 
and concern in empowering and 
developing the youth of Bahrain. 

Khayyam Ali Salim, Head of 
Adhari Park, said that the company’s 
sponsorship comes within its 
responsibilities to 
achieve community 
p a r t n e r s h i p 
by supporting 
youth, sports, 
cultural and social 
programmes in 
Bahrain.

Khalid Arhama receiving the best actor award

Salwa Bakhit and chief guests at the art gallery

Scenes from the play
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Nijeberkoop 

Two tigers, rescued 
traumatised and emaciated 

from war in Syria, have arrived 
in a Dutch refuge and are 
settling into their new, quiet 
home far from the conflict.

Brother and sister, Sultan and 
Sayeeda, saved from Aleppo 
earlier this year, “handled the 
trip well and arrived safely,” 
said Juno van Zon, handler for 
the big cats at the sanctuary 
where the two will be cared for 
in the northern Dutch town of 
Nijeberkoop.

Both barely a year old, the 
female tiger stretched out in 
the sand of her new enclosure 
next to a small pool where she 
had already taken a swim, and 
seemed at ease.

Her brother was more 
anxious, pacing the area close 
to the door, ready to bolt for 
cover inside.

“The animals are remarkably 
really calm. Especially the 
female here, well you can see 
her, she’s just lying (down) and 
she’s exploring her enclosure,” 
said Van Zon.

“The male is still a bit afraid, 
but to be honest, that is more 
than normal.”

But he highlighted how 
both big cats seemed to have 
difficulty maintaining their 

balance when they walk, and 
their fur “is really pale, not 
shiny at all and that’s also not a 
good sign.”

Both were also easily startled 
by sudden noises, an indication 
of what they had endured in a 
war-zone.

Footage from the Magic 
World zoo and amusement 
park in Aleppo showed “a 
lot of destroyed buildings, 
bullet holes in the walls. So... 
fighting was going on there too. 
Like people, animals can be 
traumatised,” added Van Zon.

The Four Paws charity, 
which goes to the aid of 
animals in distress around the 
world, brought the tigers out 

of Aleppo and into Turkey at 
the end of July along with five 
lions, two bears, two hyenas 
and two dogs.

After a short stay in Turkey 
to be cared for and treated 
for neglect, the animals were 
taken to Jordan in mid-August, 
where most of the other beasts 
are staying for the time being.

Sultan and Sayeeda have 
already put on weight and are 
in a better condition than when 
they were found. Once they are 
fully restored to health, Van 
Zon will accompany them to 
a new life either in another 
sanctuary in The Netherlands 
or perhaps to a reserve in South 
Africa. (AFP)

Rescued Aleppo 
tigers settle into 
new Dutch home 

Sultan and Sayeeda, two tigers, were rescued

Dubai

Parts of an unmanned 
Russian cargo spaceship 

burned across the night sky of 
the Arabian Peninsula, drawing 
gasps from Dubai to Riyadh 
before breaking up in the Earth’s 
atmosphere and scattering in the 
Indian Ocean.

The fiery end Monday night 
to parts of Progress MS-07 came 
as planned after it delivered 2.5 
metric tons (2.75 tons) of water, 
food and scientific equipment 
to the astronauts aboard the 
International Space Station.

But its 80-second appearance 
in the skies of the United Arab 
Emirates stunned onlookers in 
a region where Iran regularly 
test-fires ballistic missiles and 
Shiite rebels in Yemen have 
threatened to use them against 
Abu Dhabi. Even a day later, 
government officials still hadn’t 
corrected their earlier statements 
identifying the object as a meteor.

The disposable spacecraft 
blasted off Saturday from the 
Russian-leased Baikonur launch 
complex in Kazakhstan. Its 
rockets and stages earlier fell 
harmlessly and largely unnoticed 
into the atmosphere, said Hasan 

Ahmad al-Hariri, the CEO of the 
Dubai Astronomy Group.

Parts of the ship could be seen 
re-entering the atmosphere from 
7:35 p.m. (1535 GMT) Monday, 
al-Hariri said. It streaked across 
the Dubai skyline behind the 
Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest 
building, drawing both stunned 
and anxious reaction from those 
watching.

“It was quite visible for the 
public,” al-Hariri said. “It’s not 
something you see every day. It 
was beautiful to see that thing 
up in the sky, disintegrating into 
pieces.”

Soon, “people were banging 
me with calls,” he said.

The governmental Dubai 
Media Office, citing the 
sheikhdom’s Mohammed bin 
Rashid Space Center, quickly 
described the aerial display a 
“meteorite.” The UAE’s General 
Civil Aviation Authority said in a 
statement that “the meteor was a 
natural and regular phenomenon 
at this time of the year.”

But it wasn’t a meteor. 
Al-Hariri said it was the 6.5-
meter (21.3-foot)-long spaceship 
breaking up some 140 kilometers 
(87 miles) in the sky.

NASA said that the spaceship 
made it to the International 
Space Station early Monday 
morning. It referred further 
questions to the U.S. Joint Space 
Operations Center, which did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The Mohammed bin Rashid 
Space Center, which hopes to 
launch a probe to Mars in 2020, 
did not respond to a request for 
comment on Tuesday.

The UAE announced in 
February it wanted to build the 
first city on Mars by 2117.

For al-Hariri, whose semi-
governmental organization 
hopes to soon open its Al 
Thuraya Astronomy Center 
along the flight path of the 
Dubai International Airport, the 
incident Monday night shows 
the importance of educating 
the public about the wonders 
of space. He noted that despite 
the UAE’s rapid development, 
its empty deserts offer beautiful 
viewing of the stars at night, 
including glimpses of the Milky 
Way.

“It was something that was 
really worth to look at,” he said. 
“It was beautiful to see.” (AP)

Parts of 
Russian
spaceship 
burn up 
over Dubai
In this photo distributed by Roscosmos Space Agency 
Press Service, Russian cargo ship Souz 2,1A launches 
from Russia’s main space facility in Baikonur, Kazakhstan
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Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism Sponsors the opening of the 4th edition of the eCommerce Forum and Exhibition 2017
DT News Network
Manama 

The fourth edition of the 
eCommerce Forum and 

Exhibition 2017 for trading 
establishments was opened 
yesterday under the theme 
“eCommerce ... Bahrain 
Platform ... for a Global 
Market” at the Crown Plaza 
Hotel.

The event was inaugurated 
by Undersecretary of 
Commerce Affairs Nader Al 
Moayyed on behalf of Minister 
of Industry, Commerce and 
Tourism Zayed bin Rashid 
Alzayani. 

This year the event was 
held in a strategic partnership 
with Tamkeen and Bahrain 
Technology Companies 
Society (BTECH), and silver 
sponsorship from Gulf 

Petrochemical company. 
On this occasion, 

undersecretary delivered 
a speech stressing the 
importance of raising 
awareness about electronic 
transformation among small 
and medium enterprises by 
combining the latest technical 
solutions in terms of cloud 
computing. 

In this regard, Al Moayyed 
highlighted the latest 
eCommerce statistics in the 
region. Quoting the report 
by eCommerce Foundation, 
he pointed out that the 
turnover of the B2C global 
eCommerce transactions has 
doubled in the Middle East 
and Africa region for 2016 
to approximately $26 billion, 
with 150 million Internet users 
in the region for the same year. 

In contrast, the growth rate 
of global eCommerce among 
individuals and enterprises is 
estimated at 17.5% Dollars.

For his part, Tamkeen Chief 
Executive Dr Ebrahim M. 
Janahi stressed the importance 
of supporting initiatives aimed 
at promoting the commercial 
and economic prosperity in 
Bahrain.

“Tamkeen, as a strategic 
partner in this Forum, 
stresses its role in providing 
the Bahraini market with all 
the required components 
of sustainability and 
competitiveness to level it 
up to highest international 
standards and actively 
contribute to the realisation 
of Bahrain Economic Vision 
2030,” Dr Janahi added. 

The Chief Corporate 

Services Officer Dr Yusuf 
Ahmed Dashkooni praised 
the objectives of the Forum 
in spreading the culture of 
eCommerce. 

The meeting also emphasised 
the need to establish an Echo 
System capable of efficiently 
keeping the Bahraini market 
alongside developments in the 
eCommerce market, including 
the shift from traditional 
practices to those based on 
cloud computing.

Panels discussion focused 
on the future of eCommerce 
and efforts to support 
entrepreneurs and businesses 
by helping them to launch 
their work locally and globally. 

In the first discussion, 
Khaled EL Shabrawy, Cloud 
Solutions Lead for Public 
Sector from Microsoft Gulf, 

talked about the role of 
modern technological means 
to promote eCommerce. The 
discussion was moderated by 
Dr. Abdul-Hussain Al-Deiri, 
Chairman of the Association 
of Small and Medium 
Enterprises in Bahrain.   Amal 
Al Mudaifa Product Marketing 
Manager in Data Centre and 
Transactions in Batelco and 
Dr. Abdelgadir Warsama 
Ghaleb legal consultant and 
professor in the university also 
spoke on the occasion. 

The second panel discussion, 
moderated by Abbas Hussein, 
Director of Digital Middle 
East, dealt with the topic of 
business accelerators. This 
was presented by Mohamed 
Al Tawash Managing 
Director Founder & MD from 
Corporate Hub CH9. The 

most successful stories in this 
field were presented on the 
occasion. 

In this context, Ahmed 
Abdulnabi Ali, Head of 
Technical Support and 
eServices from the Ministry 
of Industry, Commerce and 
Tourism, discussed the 
recently launched virtual 
trade records under the 
title “SJILI”, which supports 
and encourages small-scale 
enterprise projects and certain 
types of business activities that 
can be carried out without the 
need for a physical office. 

The forum concluded with 
a series of recommendations 
and constructive suggestions. 
A mini exhibition was 
also held, where the most 
relevant services of digital 
transformation were displayed.

Batelco has become the first provider from Bahrain 
to enable customers around the region to connect 
directly to AWS infrastructure using the AWS Direct 
Connect service.   Organisations looking to connect to 
AWS cloud can now do so via a direct, private connec-
tion on Batelco. 

“AWS Direct Connect provides a direct and 
secure low latency connection, enabling our 
customers to enjoy a private, secure, and 
high-performance connection to AWS over a 
one stop shop solution,” 

Adel Al-Daylami, 
Batelco Chief Global Business Officer

Batelco’s state-
of-the art owned 

and operated, 
resilient IP/MPLS 

network spans the 
globe, connecting 
through network-
to-network inter-

face (NNI) arrange-
ments with major 
world providers.

“By becoming an AWS Direct Connect Partner, Batelco will help 
their customers reduce network costs, increase bandwidth 
throughput, and receive a more consistent network experience 
as they move their technology infrastructure and build new 
applications in AWS.”

Max Peterson, 
Amazon Web Services Director Worldwide Public Sector

Spotlight on eCommerce

Participants during a photocall at the conference held at Crown Plaza Hotel, yesterday

Batelco was the first in the 
Kingdom to launch a series 

of Cloud-based services. The 
telecom’s comprehensive 
Cloud portfolio boasts a 

range of services for enter-
prises such as Cloud eCom-

merce, Security as a Service, 
Software as a Service, Cloud 
Infrastructure as a Service, 

and Cloud Collaboration 
Services. 

Batelco Chief 
Global Business 
Officer Adel 
Al-Daylami 

Batelco becomes Amazon Web Services (AWS) Direct Connect Partner
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London

Inflation in Britain is set to 
rise above 3 percent in the 

next month or two due to 
Brexit-related price increases, 
the Bank of England’s 
governor warned Tuesday, 
reinforcing expectations 
that interest rates will soon 
rise for the first time in a 
decade. Mark Carney’s 
comments came after official 
data showed consumer 
prices rose 3 percent in the 
year to September, from the 
previous month’s 2.9 percent 
rate.

British 
negotiators 
have no 
plans to 

walk away from 
Brexit talks with 
the European 
Union,”

-David Davis

UK interest rates set to rise

European Union, 
Brexit minister

BBK Sponsors Interactive PLAY Room for Kids!

During an exclusive global launch held at Munich, Huawei Consumer 
Business Group unveiled its highly anticipated Mate 10 Series. 

•	 Kirin	 970,	 the	 world’s	 first	 AI	 processor	
for	smartphones	with	a	dedicated	Neural	
Network	Processing	Unit	(NPU);

•	 A	3D	Glass	Body	featuring	an	almost	bez-
el-less	design,	HUAWEI	FullView	Display	
and	 HDR10	 Supported	 technology	 for	
intensely	vivid	and	brighter	colors;

•	 TÜV	 Safety	 Certified	 HUAWEI	
SuperCharge	and	4000	mAh	battery	with	
AI-powered	Battery	Management;		

•	 New	 Leica	 Dual	 Camera	 with	
SUMMILUX-H	 lenses,	 both	 featuring	 an	
aperture	of	 f/1.6	 and	 intelligent	 camera	
including	 AI-powered	 Real-Time	 Scene	
and	Object	Recognition	and	AI-powered	
Bokeh;	

•	 An	all-new,	simplified	EMUI	8.0	based	on	
Android™	8.0.

•	 The	 EnVizion	 360	 Camera	 can	 shoot	 5K	
photos	 and	 360-degree	 2K	 videos	 with	
multiple	 viewing	 modes	 for	 users	 to	
share	across	their	social	media	channels.

•	 Huawei’s	 SuperCharge™	 Power	 Bank	
supports	 a	 4.5V	 /	 5A	 low-voltage	 fast	
charge.

•	 The	Smart	Scale	can	monitor	and	analyze	
health	information	such	as	body	fat	per-
centage	and	Body	Mass	Index	through	a	
mobile	app.

“As we enter the age of intelligence, 
AI is no longer a virtual concept but 
something that intertwines with our 
daily life. AI can enhance user experi-
ence, provide valuable services and 
improve product performance” 

Richard Yu, CEO, 
Huawei Consumer Business Group.

“The HUAWEI Mate 10 Series intro-
duces the first mobile AI-specific Neural 
Network Processing Unit, launching a 
new era of intelligent smartphones.”

With	 an	 all-new	 HUAWEI	 FullView	
Display,	 the	 HUAWEI	 Mate	 10	 features	
a	 stunning	 5.9-inch	 screen	 with	 a	 16:9	
display,	 an	 almost	bezel-less	design	 and	
HDR10	to	support	vivid	colors.	The	6-inch	
HUAWEI	 Mate	 10	 Pro	 features	 an	 18:9	
OLED	 display,	 high	 screen-to-body	 ratio	
and	HDR10	for	dynamic	video	viewing.
The	 iconic	 devices	 feature	 a	 3D	 Glass	
Body,	 beautifully	 and	 symmetrically	
curved	on	all	four	sides	for	an	ergonomic	
hold.	 The	back	of	 the	devices	 features	 a	
reflective	 band	 design	 to	 highlight	 the	
new	 Leica	 dual	 camera.	 The	 HUAWEI	
Mate	10	Pro	 is	also	 IP67	Water	and	Dust	
Resistant.

The Huawei Mate 
10 and Huawei 

Mate 10 Pro will 
be launched in the 
MEA region on the 

30th of October.

Richard	 Yu,	 CEO,	 Huawei	 Consumer	
Business	 Group	 unveiling	 HUAWEI	
Mate	10	 at	 Launch	Event	 in	Munich,	
Germany

Manama  

BBK has announced 
its sponsorship of an 

interactive play room at 
‘PLAY’, a popular hands-
on children’s activity centre 
located in Seef Mall.

The ‘BBK Mini Branch’ 
has been designed so that 
children can learn the basics 
of banking, saving and 
counting in a fun atmosphere. 

Children can ‘role’ play being 
a Banker- teller or manager, 
a customer - pretending to 
carry out ‘transactions’, 
such as ATM deposit or 
withdrawal, and adding the 
valuables in safe boxes, just 
like in the real branch. 

BBK said it is proud to 
have its own interactive 
room at PLAY, a first of 
its kind in the Kingdom of 

Bahrain, where children learn 
numbers, counting and also  
saving.

PLAY is the brainchild of 
local Bahraini Sama Yateem, 
who established the centre on 
the philosophy that the act of 
playing serves an important 
role in the emotional 
development of children. 
Yateem thanked BBK’s for its 
sponsorship. 

Banking
with fun!



BUSINESS Wednesday, October 18, 201710

     

COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.3865 0.3377

KUWAIT 0.2855 31.8732 0.2927 0.2557

OMAN 0.3849 0.3755 0.3946 0.3448

QATAR 3.6420 3.5528 3.7335 3.2623

UAE 3.6730 3.5830 3.7652 3.2900

SAUDI 3.7500 3.6581 3.8442 3.3590

AUSTRALIA 0.3027 0.3002
BANGLADESH 0.00048 0.00463
CANADA 0.3068 0.3036
DENMARK 0.0628 
EGYPT 0.0234 0.0217
EURO 0.4504 0.4479
HONGKONG 0.04970 0.04930
INDIA  0.00600 0.00585
INDONESIA 0.00003017 0.00002862
IRAN TUMAN 0.000323 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000304 
JAPAN 0.00352 0.003450
JORDAN 0.5350 0.5354
KOREA 0.00038508 
KUWAIT 1.249 1.249
MALAYSIA 0.0919 0.0916
NEW ZEALAND 0.2750 0.2751
NORWAY 0.0498 
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00364
OMAN 0.98014 0.98301
PAKISTAN 0.00372 0.00358
PHILIPPINES 0.00760 0.00737
QATAR 0.2831 0.10376
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10058 0.10066
SINGAPORE 0.2834 0.8140
SOUTH AFRICA 0.02960 0.02950
SRI LANKA 0.00274 0.00246
SWEDISH 0.0496 
SWITZERLAND 0.3937 0.3907
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0017
TAIWAN 0.013100 
THAILAND 0.011610 0.011600
TURKEY 0.1097 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5060 0.5031
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102500 0.102840
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800

Gulf Air gave a number of Russian lifestyle and travel media representatives the opportunity to visit and explore Bahrain with a 
familiarization trip jointly hosted by the airline and Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay, a 5-star luxury seafront property located in 
the Kingdom’s capital. During the visit, media representatives experienced Gulf Air’s latest products, both inflight and on-the-
ground including the airline’s dedicated Falcon Gold Lounge in Bahrain International Airport, visited various local attractions 
around the Kingdom while enjoying Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay’s premium accommodation and Michelin Star culinary 
offering. Above, Russian media representatives in the Gulf Air Falcon Gold lounge in Bahrain International Airport.

Dubai

Gulf stock markets were 
mixed despite strong oil 

prices yesterday while Saudi 
Arabia’s insurance sector 
continued to recover from last 
week’s losses.

The main Saudi index 
inched up 0.2 per cent. In the 
insurance sector, which sank 
last week on expectations for a 
shakeout in the sector caused 
by tougher regulation, Malath 
Insurance surged 9.9pc after 
the trading period for its rights 
issue ended, while Metlife 
AIG ANB jumped 3.6pc.

Banks were mixed. Alinma 
Bank, which had risen 2.3pc 
on Monday after it reported 
b e t t e r - t h a n - e x p e c t e d 
earnings, fell back 0.3pc. But 
Riyad Bank edged up 0.8pc 
while Alawwal Bank gained 
2.1pc.

Among petrochemical 
stocks, PetroRabigh added 
another 1.4pc after rising 
2.1pc on Monday, but industry 

leader Saudi Basic Industries 
was marginally lower.

In Qatar, major bank 
Masraf al Rayan was almost 
flat after its third-quarter 
profit beat estimates. It 
reported a 6.5pc increase in 
net profit to 542 million riyals 
($149 million); EFG Hermes 
had forecast 502 million riyals 
and QNB Financial Services, 
508 million riyals.

Qatar National Bank 
fell 0.5pc, ending a six-
day winning streak after it 
reported solid third-quarter 
earnings last week. Real estate 
developer Barwa , which has 
yet to report earnings, sank 
3.3pc, and as a result, Qatar’s 
stock index fell 0.9pc.

“The region is dominated 
by retail investors, and they 
will tend to wait for more 
corporate results to decide” 
whether to buy stocks, said 
Talal Samhouri, head of asset 
management at Amwal LLC 
in Doha. “Even the volumes 

are not huge these days.”
Dubai’s index edged down 

0.4pc as Emaar Properties fell 
0.6pc.

Abu Dhabi lost 0.8pc as 
Dana Gas extended losses 
and fell a further 2.7pc. It has 
been sliding since a London 
court adjourned hearings last 

week on its attempt to avoid 
redeeming $700 million of 
maturing sukuk.

Egypt’s main index closed 
flat after dropping almost 
3pc on Monday on a weak 
banking sector. Commercial 
International Bank dropped a 
further 1.3pc. (Reuters)

Gulf 
mixed, 
insurers 
help 
Saudi

Closing Bell
SSAUDI edged up 0.2pc to 6,992 points.

DUBAI dropped 0.4pc to 3,643 points.

ABU DHABI fell 0.8pc to 4,489 points.

QATAR lost 0.9pc to 8,229 points.

EGYPT was flat at 13,525 points.

KUWAIT rose 0.2pc to 6,648 points.

BAHRAIN inched up 0.4pc to 1,283 points.

OMAN slipped 0.1pc to 5,089 points.

Representative picture



Besides being used for skin creams, these plants can help 
you sleep well. The plant emits oxygen in the night, is 

easy to grow and maintain, and the gel can be used for topical 
treatment like cuts and bruises. Place this in your room, 
restless souls. (ToI)

Spider plant is said to cleanse the air 
of cancer-causing chemicals. The 

plant also absorbs odours and helps 
sleep better. Not to be confused with 
snake plant.

According to NASA, snake plant is 
one of the best air filtering house 

plants. They double up as home decor 
and also emit oxygen during the night. 
Amazing, isn’t it?

Wednesday, October 18, 2017

Almost forty percent adults 
in the United States are 

now obese, continuing an ever-
expanding epidemic of obesity. 
Almost four out of 10 adults and 
18.5 percent of kids aged 2 to 19 
now meet the clinical definition of 
obesity, according to a new report 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. That’s up 
from 30.5 percent of adults and 13.9 
percent of children in 1999-2000, the 
CDC report noted.

Dance classes may beat 
traditional exercise 

when it comes to improving 
older adults’ balance 
-- and it might enhance  
brain areas related to memory 
and learning along the way. 
That’s the finding of a small 
study that compared dance 
lessons against standard 
exercise -- including brisk 
walking -- among 52 healthy 
seniors.

11 Nearly 4 in 10 U.S. 
Adults Now Obese

Dance Your Way to a 
Healthier Aging Brain

(The views and opinions expressed in 
this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the policy or 
position of this newspaper.)

Dealing with animals 
encourages our children 

to have respect for others, but 
it also helps them to build 
a positive self-image. Rabbits 
are fairly easy and inexpensive 
to keep but do need lots of 
time and attention.  Domestic 
rabbits usually live between 
8-12 years.  A healthy rabbit 
should have bright, clear 
eyes that are wide open and 

not runny, clean ears, clean 
nostrils and easy breathing, 
a clean bottom and tail, soft, 
shiny fur. The cage should be 
situated in a safe and quiet 
area of the house that does not 
get too hot or too cold.

Rabbits are herbivores, 
which is similar to a human 
vegetarian. Rabbits require 
a very high-fiber diet that 
is low in protein, fat, and 

carbohydrates. Feed your 
rabbit twice daily - once in the 
morning and once at night. 
In addition to grass hay and 
limited pellets, a daily green 
salad of several different 
leafy greens provides all the 
vitamins and other nutrients 
that your rabbit will need to be 
healthy. Avoid cabbage-family 
veggies; these can cause gas, 
which is painful and can cause 
bloating. When introducing 
any new food into your 
rabbit’s diet, always proceed 
slowly and cautiously. Rabbits 
need clean, fresh water at all 
times. 

Rabbits are crepuscular 
(active at dawn and dusk), 
not nocturnal as many people 
believe. Recent scientific 
research has confirmed that 

rabbits suffer from stress 
and loneliness if kept alone. 
Rabbits should be kept in 
neutered pairs or compatible 
groups. Unspayed female 
rabbits have an 85 percent 
chance of developing breast 
or uterine cancers. Intact 
males can be more aggressive 
to humans and rabbits, and 
are more susceptible to 
testicular cancer. Intact males 
are known for marking their 
territory with their urine, just 
like male cats do. 

Part of being a good rabbit 
owner is providing good 
medical care whenever your 
rabbit needs it. 

Plants that will help 
you sleep at night

A nine-year study into how 
our bodies process sugar 

has shed new light on cancer 
development, and how sugar-
heavy diets may wind up 
increasing the risk of tumor 
growth.

By better understanding how 
cancer cells metabolize sugars 
we eat, scientists are a step closer 
to figuring out how those cells 
trigger the development of 
cancerous diseases. The research 
also helps scientists understand 
how cancer cells’ metabolism of 
sugar relates to the aggressiveness 
of cancerous tumors.

“Our research reveals 
how the hyperactive sugar 
consumption of cancerous 
cells leads to a vicious cycle 

of continued stimulation 
of cancer development and 
growth,” said Johan Thevelein, 
one of the researchers,  in a 
statement. The findings are 
the product of nine years 
of research by three Belgian 
scientists, published this week 
(Oct. 13) in the journal Nature 
Communications.

The sugars that people eat—
be they from apples, bananas, 
breads,  or soda—are crucial 
for life because the cells in 
our bodies use them to create 
energy. But cancer cells eat a 
lot more sugar than the healthy 
cells in our bodies, turning the 
glucose—a byproduct of the 
sugar we eat—into an excess 
of lactic acid, which has been 

found to help  fuel tumor 
growth. For years, scientists 
have been working to better 
understand that process, which 
is known as the Warburg effect.

To conduct their work, the 
Belgian researchers observed 
how yeast eats and processes 
sugar to better understand how 
so-called Ras proteins—which 
are in all animals—are activated.
For the last quarter century, 
scientists have learned that Ras 
proteins are key components of 
our bodies’ signaling networks, 
which control cell growth and 
differentiation. Sometimes 
those Ras cells are mutated; 
mutated Ras cells are often 
found in abundance in human 
tumors. Put in simple terms, 

the researchers found that 
excess sugar caused the yeast 
to produce overactive, fast-
growing Ras proteins.

There’s still more work to be 
done to better understand how 
certain cells eat and process 
sugar, and the research doesn’t 
point to any guidance as to how 
people might alter their diets 
to decrease chances of cancer 
growth. Still, it suggests there 
may be yet another reason for 
people to move away from 
sugar-heavy diets, which have 
already  wreaked havoc  on 
populations, particularly in 
the US, where obesity, heart 
disease, and Type 2 diabetes—
all connected to sugar—are 
rampant. (Quartz)

It may increase
risk of cancer

Having plants inside the house not only 
adds to the aesthetic value of the house, 

but is also useful in many ways. They bring 
in a lot of positive energy, adds a splash of 
colour, helps you relax and also acts as a 
natural purifier. Plants can also help you get 
sleep at night too. It is proven that certain 
plants in your bedroom use far less oxygen 
than what is usually perceived and omit 
oxygen in the night. Here are a few more 
plants that can be kept in your bedroom and 
will help you sleep well in the night.

Who doesn’t like the scent of lavender?
The plant helps in reducing 

anxiety and stress levels, and helps you have 
a sound sleep. Researchers have proven that 
this plant can help babies slip into deep 
sleep and can also reduce stress levels in 
new mothers.

Jasmine has a soothing effect on 
your body. The plant is said to 

reduce anxiety levels in a person and 
brings in a lot of positive energy.

Dr. Rajani Rajesh

PET VET

Rabbits as Pets
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HH Lieutenant-Colonel Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Commander of the Royal Guard and President of the High Organising Committee of the Bahrain International Defence Exhibition and Conference (BIDEC), attended the sessions of the Military Alliances Conference in the Middle East which held as part of BIDEC. Shaikh Nasser stressed that the BIDEC serves the alliances existing in the region and the world. 
Moreover, Shaikh Nasser noted that Bahrain plays an active role through its presence in four alliances, including its alliance with the US, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the Islamic Military Alliance to Fight Terrorism and the Arab Coalition.

In the framework of the official visit to the 
United States of America Washington DC, the  
Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism 
Zayed bin Rashid Al Zayani participated in the 
roundtable of the National US-Arab Chamber 
of Commerce (NUSACC) Expert, in the pres-
ence of Bahraini Ambassador to Washington 
Shaikh Abdullah bin Rashid bin Abdullah Al 
Khalifa, Assistant Undersecretary of Foreign 
Trade Eman Al Doseri and Director of SMEs 
Development Shaikha Al Fadhel. During the 
meeting, a number of economic topics were 
discussed specially in the SMEs sector. The 
Minister reviewed a number of measures and 
decisions taken by the Ministry.

BDF  Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa yesterday received Commander 
of the Islamic Military Alliance to Fight Terrorism, Lt-
Gen Raheel Sharif. Chairperson of Bahrain Centre for 
Strategic and International Energy Studies, Chairman 
of the Middle East Military Alliances and Coalitions Con-
ference, BIDEC official spokesperson, Shaikh Abdullah 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, was present. Separately, the BDF 
Chief received Advisor to the Supreme Commander of 
the Yemeni Armed Forces of Yemen, Yemen’s Represen-
tative to the Joint Forces Command, Lieutenant-General 
Mohammed Ali Al-Maqdashi. BDF General Command 
Court director Major-General Hassan Mohammed 
Saad, Inspector-General Major-General Abdulla Hassan 
Al-Noaimi and Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations 
Ghanim Ibrahim Al-Fadhala were also present

HH Lieutenant-Colonel Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Commander of the Royal Guard and President of the High Organising Committee of the Bahrain International Defence Exhibition and Conference (BIDEC) and Major HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, Royal Guard’s Special Force Commander have toured the BIDEC sections and pavilions of countries and companies participating in the event. During the tour, HH Lieutenant-Colonel Shaikh Nasser and HH Major Shaikh Khalid lis-
tened to briefs given by representatives of the international companies on the key technological development and modern systems witnessed by the military industry of ground, air and sea defence weapons.

HH Lieutenant-Colonel Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Commander of the Royal Guard and President of the High Organising Committee of the Bahrain 
International Defence Exhibition and Conference (BIDEC), received in the presence of Major HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Royal Guard’s Special Force 
Commander,  General Lord David Richards, former Chief of the Defence Staff of Britain on the side-lines of the event. During the meeting, Shaikh Nasser dis-
cussed with General Lord Richards a number of topics, visions and ideas on the developments of the military industry. 
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Kamal   Ahmed, in the framework of cooperation to promote the development of human resources. The two sides discussed 
a number of topics that concern the development of Bahraini nationals and to raise the level of productivity in relation to 
transportation and communications sector in the Kingdom.
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ifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa 
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Chiefs of Staff, General 
Zubair Mahmood Hayat, 
who is on a visit to the 
country to attend Bah-
rain International Defence 
Exhibition & Conference 
2017. The BDF chief hailed 
the solid bilateral relations 
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wishing the Pakistani Gen-
eral a good stay in Bahrain. 
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Tourism Zayed bin  Rashid Alzayani 
met the president of  Small Business 
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in presence of Bahraini Ambassador 
to Washington Shaikh Abdullah bin 
Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Assis-
tant Undersecretary of Foreign Trade 
Eman Al Doseri and Director of SMEs 
Development Shaikha Al Fadhel.  
During the meeting, they reviewed 
a number of issues related to eco-
nomic affairs especially in small and 
medium enterprises sector.  
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HH Lieutenant-Colonel Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Commander of the Royal Guard and President of the High Organising Committee of the Bahrain International Defence Exhibition and Conference (BIDEC) and Major HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, Royal Guard’s Special Force Commander have toured the BIDEC sections and pavilions of countries and companies participating in the event. During the tour, HH Lieutenant-Colonel Shaikh Nasser and HH Major Shaikh Khalid lis-
tened to briefs given by representatives of the international companies on the key technological development and modern systems witnessed by the military industry of ground, air and sea defence weapons.
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Los Angeles

Actress Angelina Jolie is on board for 
a new Disney movie titled “The One 
and Only Ivan”.

Jolie, 42, has lent her voice to a key 
character named Stella in the upcoming 
adaptation of Katherine Applegate’s 
eponymous children’s book, reports 
hollywoodreporter.com.

The actress is also co-producing the 
project, which will be directed by Thea 
Sharrock and has Mike White as its script 
writer.

The book is going to be adapted into a 
live-action hybrid movie.

The plot follows a silverback gorilla 
named Ivan who lives in a cage in a 
shopping mall along with an elephant 
named Stella and a stray dog called Bob. 
(IANS)

Los Angeles

Actors Michael Fassbender and Alicia 
Vikander have got married.

Fassbender, 40, and Vikander, 29, 
exchanged vows over the weekend in Ibiza, 
reports people.com.

The news comes after the couple was 
photographed sporting wedding bands on 
their ring fingers on October 15.
In some photographs, the couple was 

seen showing off their wedding rings while 
enjoying what looked like a “post-wedding” 
brunch on the idyllic island.

Dressed in a loose blue-and-white 
print dress with frill detailing, 
Vikander wore her brown hair 
in two braids and tied back in 

a messy low bun. The Swedish-
born actress appeared fresh-
faced, with a pair of oversized 
sunglasses shielding her eyes. 
She had a pair of white woven 
slip-on shoes completing her 

look. (IANS)

Los Angeles

Actor Russell Crowe is unrecognisable after 
putting on a lot of weight for his role in the new 
film “Boy Erased”.

Crowe, 53, was seen running errands in the city with a 
big paunch and fuller face, reports thesun.co.uk.

The Australian star is playing a baptist pastor in the 
film adaptation of the book “Boy Erased: A Memoir of 
Identity, Faith, and Family” by Garrard Conley. He features 
alongside actress Nicole Kidman.

The movie tells the story of Jared (played by ‘Manchester 
by the Sea’ star Lucas Hedges), the son of a Baptist pastor 
in a small town. (IANS)

    

xoxo, Gaga @ladygaga  

Wishing you a peaceful and calm evening. Or 

maybe even a wild one that lets off some steam. 

Sending #LoveToTheTwitterverse and beyond.

14 Wednesday, October 18, 2017
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Zac Efron

Actor and singer who rose to fame for playing Troy 
Bolton in High School Musical and won a Bravo Otto 
Award in 2010 for Best Male TV Star. He has also 
played roles in the movies Hairspray and Baywatch.

Russell 
Crowe 
piles on 
weight

Los Angeles

Former One Direction 
star Liam Payne 

seems to be taking style 
inspiration from his 
girlfriend Cheryl, as he 
was seen stepping out 
here in an outfit similar 
to her runway look.

The singer, 24, 
slipped into a half-
plaid shirt as he headed 

for dinner at Catch -- 
just two weeks after his 

partner, 34, bore a similar 
checked ensemble at the 
star-studded show in Paris, 

reports .
He looked trendy in the 

unusual black shirt, adorned 
with a monochrome checked 
panel on one side.

Maintaining the low-key 
vibe throughout as he headed 
for dinner with his friends. 
(IANS) 
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Now
Shania Twain

Tell Me You Love Me
Demi Lovato

Younger Now
Miley Cyrus

Luv Is Rage 2
Lil Uzi Vert

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

Greatest Hits
Tom Petty And The 
Heartbreakers

The Bigger Artist
A Boogie Wit da 
Hoodie

Stoney
Post Malone

Evolve
Imagine Dragons

Divide
Ed Sheeran

(billboard.com)

Los Angeles

Singer-actress Cher is confirmed 
as part of the “Mamma Mia: 

Here We Go Again!” cast.
The music icon had been posting 

tweets teasing her involvement in 
the upcoming sequel to Phyllida 
Lloyd-directed “Mamma Mia!” 
but it is now confirmed that she is 
one of the cast members, reports 
variety.com.

Details about her role are still 
under wraps, but the Oscar-
winning artiste has hinted that 
she will have to dance in the 
follow-up to the 2008 ABBA 
musical.

In the tweets that she posted 
over the weekend, Cher wrote 
lyrics to ABBA’s “Fernando” 
and posted: “Just went through 
two dance numbers. Everyone’s 
great.”

The 71-year-old also posted 
a pic of ABBA-style platform 
shoes to make the announcement 

official. She captioned the image 
with a kiss mark emoji. (IANS)

xxx

Hollywood superstar Jennifer Lawrence, 
who is known to speak his heart in 
important matters, has opened about 

a moment she experience in her early career, 
which made her feel ‘objectified’.

During a star-studded event, the 27-year-old 
actress shared a terrifying account of being 
asked to lose 15 pounds in two weeks when she 
first started out in the showbiz. 

“When I was much younger and starting 
out, I was told by producers of a film to 
lose 15 pounds in two weeks. During this 
time a female producer had me do a nude 
line-up with about five women who were 
much, much, thinner than me. We are stood 
side-by-side with only tape on covering our 
privates,” she said. (TOI)
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WIND DOWN WEDNESDAY
Date: Wednesday, October 25th 
from 7pm
Venue: Four Seasons 
Fall into Winter Blue Moon Lounge 
Tasting Series. Join us on a once a 
month whistle-stop tour visiting some 
of the world’s greatest regions for pro-
duction. Tastings to emphasize the 
importance of place as it is expressed 
through the clarity of great bottles and 
superlative winemaking. 
This one hour long tasting seminar, 
starting at 7pm, will feature four wines 
for you to taste and discuss in an edu-
cational yet informal setting in our 
beautiful Blue Moon Lounge.

GALA MOZART: LE CONCERT 
D’ASTRÉE

Date: 19 October 2017, 7:00pm
Venue: Bahrain National Theatre
If Baroque music is the expression of 
the “theatre of passion”, then what 
about Mozart’s operas?
Do you want something tragic? Listen 
to Pamina sing “Ach ich fühl’s”.
Something charming? “La ci darem la 
mano” by Don Giovanni and Zerlina.
Something ill-fated? “Fuor del mar” by 
Idomeneo.
Something mocking? “Non più andrai 
farfallone amoroso” by Figaro.
And what about the ensembles which 
the brilliant Wolfgang Amadeus puts 
to music better than anyone else?
 Gala Mozart presented by Le Concert 
d’Astrée, started off their tour at the the 
Paris-based Champs-Elysees Theatre 
on 13 October 2017, and are cur-
rently preparing for their upcoming 
performance which will be held at the 
Bahrain National Theatre. The evening 
carries the beauty of Mozart’s interna-
tional music, which reflects the depth 
of human emotion. The orchestra 
leader, Ms. Emmanuel Haïm, presents 
us with two exceptional singers and his 
musical band “Le Concert d’Astrée”, 
an extraordinary concert celebrating 
Mozart in a joyful and beautiful way. 
Le Concert d’Astrée, one of the fin-
est bands of Baroque music, started 
with the support of the municipal-
ity of the French city of Lille and the 
French Ministry of Culture, and offers 
its performances in the most promi-
nent theaters and international music 
festivals.

THE 26TH BAHRAIN 
INTERNATIONAL MUSIC 
FESTIVAL

Date: 19 - 28 October 2017
Venue: Multiple Places
The Bahrain Authority for Culture 
and Antiquities celebrates the annual 
Bahrain International Music Festival 
held under the Our Year of Archaeology 
program, from 19 to 28 October, 2017. 
The Kingdom of Bahrain has man-
aged to become a focal point of social 
and cultural movement, where the 
programs and events keep on gaining 
both regional and worldwide acknowl-
edgment. This October marks the 26th 
anniversary of the renowned festival, a 
veritable artistic platform which brings 
together innovators from all corners of 
the globe.
The acclaimed musical acts headlining 
this year’s festival represent diverse cul-
tures and genres from the Arab world 
and beyond.
Bahrain’s esteemed Cafe Lilou joins in 
the festivities once again this year with 
a special and exclusive menu inspired 
by the Bahrain International Music 
Festival’s featured acts, which will be 
available in all branches for the dura-
tion of the festival.

FUEGO: ANTONIO GADES 
COMPANY

Date : 1 December 2017, 8:00pm
Venue : Bahrain National Theatre
 The Antonio Gades Company, a major 
pillar of Spanish flamenco dance, will be 
presenting “Fuego”, which is inspired 
by the work of the late Spanish legend-
ary composer, Manuel de Falla. The 
plot, choreography and lighting made 
by the late Antonio Gades and the 
Spanish film director, photographer 
and writer Carlos Saura. Coinciding 
with the tenth anniversary of the death 
of Antonio Gades, the foundation that 
carries his name decided to under-
take a very significant challenge set-
ting up another version of the Manuel 
de Falla’s ballet “Enchanted Love”. 
Titled “Fuego”, this production was 

the second scenic interpretation which 
the choreographer had of Manuel de 
Falla’s work. Being an exponent of 
Gades’ core idea “return to tradition 
if you want to evolve”, this ballet is a 
transitional piece between the almost 
mythical setups in the classic plays, 
Carmen and Fuenteovejuna. It was 
also the last of the joint mythical fla-
menco works by Gades and Saura, 
with the same overlaying structure they 
followed in Carmen, first as a film and 
secondly as a ballet.

LECTURE : LIFE AND DEATH IN 
EARLY DILMUN: STORIES FROM 
THE DILMUN BIOARCHAEOLOGY 
PROJECTDATE

 Date:  22 November 2017, 6:30pm
Venue : Bahrain National Museum 
–Auditorium
  Since 2008, the Dilmun Bioarchaeology 
Project has been studying and pub-
lishing the collections from Peter B. 
Cornwall’s 1940-41 expedition to 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, which now 
reside in the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum 
of Anthropology at UC Berkeley. 
Cornwall excavated at least 24 burial 
mounds in the northern and western 
parts of Bahrain Island, and conducted 
surface survey at several archaeologi-
cal sites in the al-Hasa region of Saudi 
Arabia. He drew on thesematerials 
to argue that the Bronze Age polity 
of Dilmun had been located in that 
region. By documenting and analyz-
ing the skeletal remains and artifacts 
collected by Cornwall, our team hopes 
to add to anthropologists’ understand-
ing of how life was experienced and 
death commemorated in Dilmun. 
Preliminary findings have been pub-
lished in academic and public-orient-
ed peer-reviewed journals. We also 
mounted a touring museum exhibit 
entitled “From Death to Life in Ancient 
Bahrain” that features the facial recon-
structions of two Early Dilmun people. 
Recently, we launched a new phase of 
the project in which AMS radiocarbon 
dating and stable isotope analysis are 
confirming the dates of the Bahraini 
burial mounds and shedding light on 
the residential mobility and dietary 
practices of the people buried in them. 
We look forward to sharing the results 
of our research with the audience at the 
Bahrain National Museum.
 Alexis T. Boutin (Ph.D., University of 
Pennsylvania) is Associate Professor 
of Anthropology and Advisor in the 
Cultural Resources Management M.A. 
Program at Sonoma State University. 

Her bioarchaeological fieldwork and 
museum collections research focuses 
on ancient Near Eastern, Gulf, and 
eastern Mediterranean societies. 
Alexis’s publications use human skel-
etal remains, archaeological contexts, 
and ancient texts to tell stories about 
embodied personhood in all of its itera-
tions. Her recent projects emphasize 
community collaboration and stake-
holder-oriented interpretation and 
outreach.

ROMEO & JULIET

Date : 12th November 2017, 
7:00pm
Venue : Bahrain National Theatre

 The groundbreaking world famous 
ballet, Romeo and Juliet, will be 
gracing the Kingdom of Bahrain’s 
National Theatre stage coinciding 
its 5th Anniversary- with the first 
full-length ballet choreographed by 
Sir Kenneth MacMillan. This perfor-
mance won him a place of honor in 
the history of world choreography. 
The ballet show will consist of a 
unique Dance Open Festival produc-
tion, a Russian Ballet Company with 
the UK ballet star soloists from the 
Royal Ballet theatre of London. The 
original UK-Russian work of art, 
Shakespeare’s eternal love story with 
wonderful music by the Great Russian 
composer Prokofiev, will be presented 
by immensely passionate and talented 
English and Russian dancers, dressed 
in magnificent costumes created by 
Italian designers. This unfortunate 
yet beautiful story is set against a 
wonderful evocation of 16th Century 
Verona, Italy, and includes a bustling 
marketplace that erupts into a violent 
sword fight, and a lavish ball held in 
an elegant mansion.
A live orchestra will be performing 
music by S. Prokofiev during the ballet 
show of Romeo & Juliet.

40 RULES OF LOVE

 Date :  22 October 2017, 8:00pm
Venue :  Cultural Hall
An musical adaptation of the famous 
novel of 40 Rules of Love by Elif Shafak 
and presented by the Modern Theatre 
Ensemble from Egypt which follows 
the journey of faith of the novel’s 
two main characters, Jalal al-Din al-
Rumi and Shams al-Din Tabrizi.Free 
Admission . Minimum age    8 years 
and above .

DAR AL MUHARRAQ

Date :  21 & 28 October 2017, 
8:00pm
Venue :  Dar Al Muharraq
 Two performances highlighting the 
various styles of the uniquely Bahraini 
Fjiri  tradition, a mystical genre that 
traces its roots back to the island’s 
glorious legacy of its world-famous 
pearling heritage.Free Admission . 
Minimum age    8 years and above .

MEGA MUSICAL NITE

Date: October 27
Venue: The Indian Club, Manama.

KALAALAYA is here to blow minds 
with its eighth Musical Program, 
a Grand Gala Event, called “Mega 
Musical Nite”.  
This fantastic event is in association 
with Poorna Corp SPC, at 6.30pm 
on Friday, 27th October 2017, at The 
Indian Club, Manama.
Event Chairman and also the founder 
of Kalaalaya  Satyan Laxman said that 
approximately 600 people are expected 
to attend this gala music event. To 
promote the art and  culture, they 
have decided to make this event Entry 
ticket ‘FREE’ –but through ‘invitation’ 
only! Well, music lovers, this gives you 
more than enough reason to attend 
this event.
To support this free event for the music 
lovers as well as common people, 
enquiries and support are welcomed 
from interested organizations. Please 
contact: 32209479 / 37704139 for more 
information.
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Morrells Business Services
• CR Formation for single 

establishment
• CR Formation for Partnership
• CR Formation for all company 

types
• CR Amendment
• Opening New branches
• Visa applications
• Document clearance with all 

ministries
• Document clearance with 

immigration
Contact: 39660750,
tel: 17280049,
fax: 17280420,
email: tahirhameed57@hotmail.com

JAVA MOTORS
NEW2017 MODELS
TIVOLI - CITROEN

SHORT/
LONG TERM 

LEASE OPTIONS 

TEL 17596626

Available for immediate purchase 
along with 14 German machines.

Location: Hidd
Contact: 36668052

LINEAGE
300 fils per word
per day (Minimum 10 words)

DISPLAY COLOUR
BD 12/- per single
coloumn centimetre
(minimum 4cm)

DISPLAY B & W
BD 6/- per single
column centimetre
(Minimum 4cm)

DEADLINE
Lineage 11am
Display 9am
Cancellation 12pm

WORKING HOURS
Saturday to Thursday
8 am - 6 pm

SERIES DISCOUNT
2 + 3 OR 5 + 5
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www.zenjex.comTel: 17217008

Send money 
to your family 

through Turbo Remit to 
any Bank in India
within 24 hours

www.integratedbellsystems.com E-Mail: bellsec@batelco.com.bh

INTEGRATED BELL SYSTEMS M.E W.L.L
TEL: 17712313 FAX: 17749213

CCTV, Access control, Traffic barriers, Alarm 
system, Time & attendance, Biometric readers, 

Integrated security solutions, Vehicle tracking etc.

Mohamed Ahmadi Co. W.L.L

“Miles covered with a smile...”

“Best Fare at your Door Step”                    

MAC 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

General & Contract Cleaning Services
Manned Security Services
Travel & Tourism
Civil works-Block, Plastering & Tile Fixing
Trading of Garbage Bags/Hand Towels & Cleaning Detergents

Air ticket to all global airlines
Fabulous tour package around the globe
Hotels and service apartment
Tailor made packages
Travel Insurance

HOTLINE 
8000 1088

Tel: 17268 111 | Fax: 17268 222 | Mob: 39462097
Manama | Kingdom of Bahrain | info@macbh.com | www.macbh.com

an ISO Certified Company

SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVES
Required for a well established Events & marketing Company 
in Bahrain. Driver Licence is compulsory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

ADMIN ASSISTANT 
required for a Leading company in Bahrain. 
Female Candidates preferred. Minimum 3 years Experience 
& Good Communication skills mandatory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

SENIOR SALES Manager
Required for a well established Events & marketing Company 
in Bahrain. Driver Licence is compulsory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER
Required for a leading media agency in Bahrain. 
Relevant Experience Mandatory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

RECEPTIONIST 
Required for a leading Money Exchange company in 
Bahrain. Good Communication Skills mandatory. Female 
candidates preferred.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

HR EXECUTIVE
Required for a leading Exhibition Management company in 
Bahrain. Good Communication Skills mandatory. Female 
candidates preferred.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

IT EXECUTIVE
Required for a leading Exhibition Management company 
in Bahrain. Software development skills & Good 
Communication Skills mandatory. 
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

WEB & GRAPHICS DESIGNER 
Required for a leading Exhibition Management company 
in Bahrain. Good Communication Skills mandatory.Web & 
Graphic Designing Skills mandatory. 
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

Luxury Villa in Bangalore, Hennur Main Road -
Luxury Row-Villas by the renowned International Architect 

Andy Fisher Workshop 

“Most Affordable Luxury Row-Villa in North Bangalore”

4 Bed Homes - 2957 sq.ft 
Cost: Rs.2.24 Cr (negotiable)

Expected Completion – June 2018

Choice of Row-Villas:
Villas with a Private Garden

• Full fledged Independent Clubhouse with an attached
         infinity pool.
• Beautiful Outdoor landscaping amenities consists of 

extensive gardens, party lawn, Bio- pond, Jogging 
Track & Children’s Play area.

• Project approved by BDA (Bangalore Development 
Authority) & leading financial institutions – SBI,LIC 
HFC, HDFC, Citi Bank & Axis Bank.

For Details Call/whatsapp:
+973 38444684

TANAMERA ENTERPRISES CO. 
TEL. 77377772/  MOBILE No. 33771371 Email: tanameraenterprises@gmail.com

SEEF
Studio apartments Brand-new with all facilities starting BD 340/-

1 Bedroom BD 455/-,  2 Bedrooms BD 550/-
JUFFAIR

Brand-new 2 Bedroom apartment with all facilities starting BD 450/-
AMWAJ

Studio apartments starting BD 320/-
1 Bed room apartment starting BD 380/-
2 Bed rooms apartment starting BD 550/-

Brand new 3 Bedroom apartments starting BD 800/-
Villas starting from BD 1200/-

SALE
APARTMENTS WITH YEARLY INCOME

PROPERTY FOR RENT

Car Rentals

Bahrain Institute of Hospitality & Retail 
T.+973 1769 8720    M. +973 3360 0337

8000 1788 Toll Free

BAHRAIN CAMPUS

bihr.com.bh

GET YOUR

IN BAHRAIN

Swiss Hospitality Diploma

• Student visas provided
• Guaranteed Internships
• 100% Placement Record
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N ADMISSIONS OPEN FOR NEXT BATCH

Good Business
Opportunity

PRINTING PRESS 
FOR SALE
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

If you’re single, you might long for a romantic 
partner today. If you’re attached, you might think 
of making your commitment more permanent. 
If you’re married, children might be on your 
mind. Whatever your situation, and whatever it 
is you’re searching for now, look your best when 
encountering current or potential partners.

Have you been thinking about adopting a 
pet? If so, today is a great day to go to the 
shelter and rescue one. You’ll know which 
one to choose, as the animal will probably 
choose you! If this is what you want, don’t let 
minor objections get in the way. A pet can 
be a wonderful source of companionship, 
entertainment, and unconditional love.
Someone you love dearly could provide 
inspiration for creative activity of some kind. 
You might write a song or poem about your 
friend, draw or paint a portrait, or cook a 
special meal. Don’t hesitate out of shyness or 
embarrassment. Your friend will be touched. 
Your efforts will be appreciated.

A forthcoming social event that you’re 
planning to host in your home could inspire 
some minor redecorating today. You might 
decide to repaint or add some new plants 
or pictures. Your aesthetic sense is good, so 
don’t put it off. Do it while your imagination 
is flowing freely. You’ll be very happy with the 
results, and they won’t be lost on your guests!

A very loving message could come to you 
from a woman, possibly your mother. If this 
is a letter, it may go on for several pages. If 
it’s a phone call, the conversation could last 
for a long time. Try to schedule some free 
time during the day. Whoever this person is, 
this contact is going to make a very positive 
difference in your relationship.

A small sum of money could come today, 
possibly through the efforts of a woman. You 
may have been waiting for this for a long 
time, so expect to feel relieved. You may have 
some definite plans for the money. Perhaps 
it’s meant for a specific purpose, or maybe 
you’ll invest it. Whichever it is, you’ll want to 
celebrate.

Today’s energies will bring good fortune and 
success. New opportunities to increase status 
and income could come your way. You could 
make some new friends at the same time, 
including someone older than you who could 
be a potential love partner. This should prove 
to be a fortunate day for you, from friendship 
to romance to education to business.

Today your imagination should be flowing 
freely. You could channel this into creative 
work, or you could come up with some 
ingenious ways to advance your business 
interests. The next few days could find your 
mind in overdrive and working on whatever 
ideas you come up with today. Write them 
down. You’ll want to remember them all.

Love and passion may be on your mind. If 
you aren’t currently involved, you might be 
attracted to someone you know through 
business, so a little caution is advised. Suggest 
a professional lunch or dinner and then see 
where it goes. You might not get what you 
want today, but you could create new potential 
for tomorrow!

Today you could meet with a female 
acquaintance that you know through a group. 
By the end of the day, this person could turn 
from casual acquaintance to firm friend. 
You’ll find that this woman is not only a warm 
and kindhearted person but also that your 
backgrounds and interests dovetail closely.

Don’t be surprised if you feel a powerful 
affection for someone you’ve met at work. 
This could be a friendly affection or it could be 
stronger than that. If the latter, it might not be 
a good idea to express this emotion overtly. 
The feeling could pass as quickly as it came, or 
the person might be emotionally unavailable. 
Be discreet!

A powerful feeling of love for someone from 
far away could strike you today. This might be 
someone you’re involved with professionally. 
If this is a romantic attraction, the person 
probably reciprocates your feelings though is 
too reserved to express them. Don’t push. Let 
things develop as they will. The relationship 
might prove to be lasting if you’re careful!

1- Role for Ingrid; 5- Denier’s words; 9- Arrive; 13- Saudi king; 14- Red 
fluorescent dye; 15- Person who is liable to tell untruths; 16- 1998 
Sarah McLachlan hit; 17- Tiny branches; 18- Women’s magazine; 
19- Fermented soybean cake; 21- Witness; 22- Affirmative votes; 
23- Barbershop request; 25- Shower; 27- Concentrated extracts; 31- 
Owner of a slave; 35- Asterisk; 36- Picnic pests; 38- Paris “thanks”; 39- 
Male offspring; 40- Atty.-to-be exams; 42- Alley-___; 43- At attention; 
46- Farm measure; 47- Melody; 48- Vocal organ of birds; 50- Capital of
Jamaica; 52- Astound; 54- South American country, famous for 
Macchu Picchu; 55- Disagreement; 58- Animal park; 60- Entered; 64- 
Shoppe adjective; 65- Accord maker; 67- Tolstoy heroine; 68- Time; 
69- Actor Ryan; 70- Queue before Q; 71- Not closed; 72- The Beatles’ 
“Back in the ___”; 73- Able was ___...; 

1- ___ first you don’t...; 2- Fill with cargo; 3- Leveling wedge; 4- Power 
plug transformer; 5- Without delay; 6- Medical suffix; 7- Large cat; 
8- Pants measurement; 9- Purify; 10- Greasy; 11- Boy or man; 12- “___ 
Tu”: 1974 hit; 14- In the right; 20- West ender?; 24- Bright bunch; 26-
How Dry ___; 27- Curved letters; 28- Tale; 29- More reasonable; 30- 
Pile; 32- Freshwater fish; 33- Low-budget prefix; 34- Grow to maturi-
ty; 37- Divest; 41- Dakar’s land; 44- Tank; 45- Explosive stuff; 47- Large 
sea wave; 49- City in NW Jiangsu province, China; 51- Miracle-___ 
(plant food); 53- High times?; 55- Manhattan neighborhood; 56- Alka-
Seltzer sound; 57- Together, in music; 59- Till bills; 61- Feminizing 
suffix; 62- Are you ___ out?; 63- Scruff; 66- Patriotic org.; 

BEETLE BAILEY R
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I would like to hear a clear 
declaration. If you want to 
accept Turkey, just do it. If 
you don’t want to, just tell 
that.”

Ten people have been 
arrested in France over a 
suspected plot to target 
politicians and mosques, a 
source close to the investi-
gation said. 

The Supreme Court of India 
has temporarily banned the 
sale of firecrackers in and 
around Delhi ahead of Diwali, 
citing severe air pollution. Do 
you support the move?

Yes               No              Cant Say

-Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Turkish President

Ten arrested over sus-
pected plot to target 
politicians

90pc of Raqqa retaken 
from Islamic State - U.S
The U.S. military said that 
it could only confirm that 
about 90 percent of the 
Syrian city of Raqqa had 
been retaken from IS. 

The Baghdad government 
recaptured territory from 
Kurds across the breadth of 
northern Iraq, making star-
tlingly rapid gains in a sudden 
campaign

Israel said it would not con-
duct diplomatic negotiations 
with a Palestinian govern-
ment that includes a role for 
the militant Hamas group.

Kurds abandon territory 
in the face of Iraq 
government advance

Israel says no talks if 
Hamas in Palestinian 
government

North says ‘a nuke war may 
break out any moment’
United Nations

North Korea’s deputy 
U.N. ambassador 

warned Monday that the 
situation on the Korean 
peninsula “has reached the 
touch-and-go point and a 
nuclear war may break out 
any moment.”

Kim In Ryong told the 
U.N. General Assembly’s 
disarmament committee 
that North Korea is the only 
country in the world that has 
been subjected to “such an 
extreme and direct nuclear 

threat” from the United 
States. 

He pointed to large-
scale military exercises 
every year using “nuclear 
assets” and said what is 
more dangerous is what he 
called a U.S. plan to stage a 
“secret operation aimed at 
the removal of our supreme  
leadership.”

“If the U.S. dares to invade 
our sacred territory even an 
inch it will not escape our 
severe punishment in any 
part of the globe,” he warned.

© GRAPHIC NEWSSources: Aviation Week, Bell Helicopter, FlightGlobal, Sikorsky

Speed
Specifications

Combat radius
Payload
Crew
Troops

280km/h
UH-60M

600km
4,540kg

4
11

520km/h
V-280

1,480km
5,440kg

4
14

Bell Helicopter’s V-280 Valor tiltrotor prototype, developed to replace
the U.S. Army’s UH-60 Black Hawk and AH-64 Apache helicopters,

is scheduled to make its maiden flight before the end of 2017

Plan view

V-280 VALOR: Flight demonstrator builds on tiltrotor technology
of Bell’s V-22 Osprey, used by U.S. Air Force and Marines
Tiltrotor: Rotors and driveshafts tilt while engine nacelles
remain in place – simpler than V-22,
which tilts entire engine

Engines: Two 5,000shp
GE T64 turboshafts

Airframe
Carbon fibre-

reinforced composites
reduce weight and cost

Armoured
cabin

V-tail and
ruddervators

Side doors: Allow troops to quickly
enter and exit – unlike rear ramp on
V-22 – and provide door gunners
with wide field of fire

Retractable undercarriage

Attack
variant

Internal bay and outboard pylons
for guided missiles and rockets

Nose-mounted gun turret

Vertical flight
Takes off,
lands and
hovers like
helicopter

Forward
flight

Speed, range
and payload

superior to
helicopter

© GRAPHIC NEWSSource: European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association

Over the first nine months of 2017
demand for passenger cars remained
positive in Europe*, with more than
12 million new vehicles registered –

an increase of 3.6% compared
to the same period last year

New passenger car registrations
by market (Jan-Sep 2017)

Percentage change
on same period 2016
*EU plus EFTA states Iceland,
Norway and Switzerland
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Norway
116,358
Ireland
128,587
Denmark
168,676 +0.1

-10.2

+0.4

-0.6

-3.9

+19.0

+10.1

+10.4

+3.8

+18.1

+11.1

+22.7

+14.3

+0.4

+5.8

+15.9

+10.5

+21.3

Finland
92,091

Hungary
82,660

Slovakia
71,335

Slovenia
54,115

Romania
78,769

Greece
69,858

Croatia
41,270

+6.8
933,142

+3.9
1,560,879

+2.2
2,611,821

+9.0
1,533,710

+2.6
435,341

+17.3
355,461

+13.9
324,704

+3.1
279,839

+7.0
269,878

-0.3
231,483

2,066,411
Cyprus
10,333
Latvia
12,702
Iceland
18,232
Lithuania
19,157
Estonia
19,346
Bulgaria
22,098
Luxembourg
40,872

+6.6
205,511

+7.9
171,555

Kabul

The Taliban unleashed a 
wave of attacks across 

Afghanistan yesterday, 
targeting police compounds 
and government facilities 
with suicide bombers in the 
country’s south, east and 
west, and killing at least 74 
people, officials said.

Among those killed in one 
of the attacks was a provincial 
police chief. Scores were also 
wounded, both policemen 
and civilians.

Afghanistan’s deputy 
interior minister, Murad Ali 
Murad, called the onslaught 
the “biggest terrorist attack 
this year.”

Murad told a press 
conference in Kabul that 
attacks in Ghazni and Paktia 
provinces killed 71 people.

In southern Paktia 
province, 41 people — 21 
policemen and 20 civilians — 
were killed when the Taliban 

targeted a police compound 
in the provincial capital of 
Gardez with two suicide car 
bombs. Among the wounded 
were 48 policemen and 110 
civilians.

The provincial police chief, 
Toryalai Abdyani, was killed 
in the Paktia attack, Murad 
said.

The Interior Ministry 
said in a statement earlier 
Tuesday that after the two 
cars blew up in Gardez, five 
attackers with suicide belts 
tried to storm the compound 
but were killed by Afghan 
security forces.

Health Ministry 
spokesman Waheed Majroo 
said the Gardez city hospital 
reported receiving at 
least 130 wounded in the  
attack.

Hamza Aqmhal, a student 
at the Paktia University, told 
The Associated Press that 
he heard a very powerful 

blast that shattered glass 
and broke all the windows 
at the building he was in. 
The university is about 2 
kilometers (1.25 miles) from 
the training academy, said 
Aqmhal, who was slightly 
injured by the glass.

A lawmaker from Paktia, 
Mujeeb Rahman Chamkani, 
said that along with the 
provincial police chief, 
several of his staff were killed. 
Most of the casualties were 
civilians who had come to 
the center, which also serves 
a government passport 
department, Chamkani  
said.

In southern Ghazni 
province, the insurgents 
stormed a security compound 
in Andar district, using a 
suicide car bomb and killing 
25 police and five civilians, 
Murad said. At least 15 people 
were wounded, including 10 
policemen, he added. (AP)

Taliban 
launch
wave of 
attacks
in Afghan, 
kill 74

Harare

At least 50 people want 
to become Zimbabwe’s 

hangman, a job that fell vacant 
over a decade ago, officials 
said yesterday, stressing 
that applicants were “very 
interested” in the role.

The country, which has an 
unemployment rate of more 
than 90 percent by some 
measures, last executed a 
prisoner in 2005, after which 
the serving hangman retired.

“The response has been 
overwhelming and the 
applications have been from 
both men and women,” justice 
ministry secretary Virginia 

Mabhiza told the NewsDay 
newspaper.

“We have received over 
50 applications in the past 
few months. People are very 
interested.”

After a long search, a new 
hangman was reported to 
have been appointed in 2012 
but the chosen candidate was 
never confirmed. Zimbabwe’s 
new 2013 constitution exempts 
women from the hangman’s 
noose.“All men between 
18 and 69 years (who) have 
been convicted of murder in 
aggravated circumstances can 
receive capital punishment,” 
Mabhiza was quoted as saying.

Wanted: 
Zimbabwe 
hangman 
-- 50 apply



#PollToday 

For more, catch us 
online at: 
www.newsofbahrain.com

/nobonline
/newsofbahrain

Wednesday, October 18, 2017 19

I would like to hear a clear 
declaration. If you want to 
accept Turkey, just do it. If 
you don’t want to, just tell 
that.”

Ten people have been 
arrested in France over a 
suspected plot to target 
politicians and mosques, a 
source close to the investi-
gation said. 

The Supreme Court of India 
has temporarily banned the 
sale of firecrackers in and 
around Delhi ahead of Diwali, 
citing severe air pollution. Do 
you support the move?

Yes               No              Cant Say

-Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Turkish President

Ten arrested over sus-
pected plot to target 
politicians

90pc of Raqqa retaken 
from Islamic State - U.S
The U.S. military said that 
it could only confirm that 
about 90 percent of the 
Syrian city of Raqqa had 
been retaken from IS. 

The Baghdad government 
recaptured territory from 
Kurds across the breadth of 
northern Iraq, making star-
tlingly rapid gains in a sudden 
campaign

Israel said it would not con-
duct diplomatic negotiations 
with a Palestinian govern-
ment that includes a role for 
the militant Hamas group.

Kurds abandon territory 
in the face of Iraq 
government advance

Israel says no talks if 
Hamas in Palestinian 
government

North says ‘a nuke war may 
break out any moment’
United Nations

North Korea’s deputy 
U.N. ambassador 

warned Monday that the 
situation on the Korean 
peninsula “has reached the 
touch-and-go point and a 
nuclear war may break out 
any moment.”

Kim In Ryong told the 
U.N. General Assembly’s 
disarmament committee 
that North Korea is the only 
country in the world that has 
been subjected to “such an 
extreme and direct nuclear 

threat” from the United 
States. 

He pointed to large-
scale military exercises 
every year using “nuclear 
assets” and said what is 
more dangerous is what he 
called a U.S. plan to stage a 
“secret operation aimed at 
the removal of our supreme  
leadership.”

“If the U.S. dares to invade 
our sacred territory even an 
inch it will not escape our 
severe punishment in any 
part of the globe,” he warned.
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Speed
Specifications

Combat radius
Payload
Crew
Troops

280km/h
UH-60M

600km
4,540kg

4
11

520km/h
V-280

1,480km
5,440kg

4
14

Bell Helicopter’s V-280 Valor tiltrotor prototype, developed to replace
the U.S. Army’s UH-60 Black Hawk and AH-64 Apache helicopters,

is scheduled to make its maiden flight before the end of 2017

Plan view

V-280 VALOR: Flight demonstrator builds on tiltrotor technology
of Bell’s V-22 Osprey, used by U.S. Air Force and Marines
Tiltrotor: Rotors and driveshafts tilt while engine nacelles
remain in place – simpler than V-22,
which tilts entire engine

Engines: Two 5,000shp
GE T64 turboshafts

Airframe
Carbon fibre-

reinforced composites
reduce weight and cost

Armoured
cabin

V-tail and
ruddervators

Side doors: Allow troops to quickly
enter and exit – unlike rear ramp on
V-22 – and provide door gunners
with wide field of fire

Retractable undercarriage

Attack
variant

Internal bay and outboard pylons
for guided missiles and rockets

Nose-mounted gun turret

Vertical flight
Takes off,
lands and
hovers like
helicopter

Forward
flight

Speed, range
and payload

superior to
helicopter
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Over the first nine months of 2017
demand for passenger cars remained
positive in Europe*, with more than
12 million new vehicles registered –

an increase of 3.6% compared
to the same period last year

New passenger car registrations
by market (Jan-Sep 2017)

Percentage change
on same period 2016
*EU plus EFTA states Iceland,
Norway and Switzerland

G
er

m
an

y
UK

Fr
an

ce
Ita

ly
Sp

ai
n

Be
lg

iu
m

Po
la

nd
Ne

th
er

la
nd

s
Sw

ed
en

Au
st

ria
Sw

itz
er

la
nd

Cz
ec

h 
Re

p.
Po

rtu
ga

l

Norway
116,358
Ireland
128,587
Denmark
168,676 +0.1

-10.2

+0.4

-0.6

-3.9

+19.0

+10.1

+10.4

+3.8

+18.1

+11.1

+22.7

+14.3

+0.4

+5.8

+15.9

+10.5

+21.3

Finland
92,091

Hungary
82,660

Slovakia
71,335

Slovenia
54,115

Romania
78,769

Greece
69,858

Croatia
41,270

+6.8
933,142

+3.9
1,560,879

+2.2
2,611,821

+9.0
1,533,710

+2.6
435,341

+17.3
355,461

+13.9
324,704

+3.1
279,839

+7.0
269,878

-0.3
231,483

2,066,411
Cyprus
10,333
Latvia
12,702
Iceland
18,232
Lithuania
19,157
Estonia
19,346
Bulgaria
22,098
Luxembourg
40,872

+6.6
205,511

+7.9
171,555

Kabul

The Taliban unleashed a 
wave of attacks across 

Afghanistan yesterday, 
targeting police compounds 
and government facilities 
with suicide bombers in the 
country’s south, east and 
west, and killing at least 74 
people, officials said.

Among those killed in one 
of the attacks was a provincial 
police chief. Scores were also 
wounded, both policemen 
and civilians.

Afghanistan’s deputy 
interior minister, Murad Ali 
Murad, called the onslaught 
the “biggest terrorist attack 
this year.”

Murad told a press 
conference in Kabul that 
attacks in Ghazni and Paktia 
provinces killed 71 people.

In southern Paktia 
province, 41 people — 21 
policemen and 20 civilians — 
were killed when the Taliban 

targeted a police compound 
in the provincial capital of 
Gardez with two suicide car 
bombs. Among the wounded 
were 48 policemen and 110 
civilians.

The provincial police chief, 
Toryalai Abdyani, was killed 
in the Paktia attack, Murad 
said.

The Interior Ministry 
said in a statement earlier 
Tuesday that after the two 
cars blew up in Gardez, five 
attackers with suicide belts 
tried to storm the compound 
but were killed by Afghan 
security forces.

Health Ministry 
spokesman Waheed Majroo 
said the Gardez city hospital 
reported receiving at 
least 130 wounded in the  
attack.

Hamza Aqmhal, a student 
at the Paktia University, told 
The Associated Press that 
he heard a very powerful 

blast that shattered glass 
and broke all the windows 
at the building he was in. 
The university is about 2 
kilometers (1.25 miles) from 
the training academy, said 
Aqmhal, who was slightly 
injured by the glass.

A lawmaker from Paktia, 
Mujeeb Rahman Chamkani, 
said that along with the 
provincial police chief, 
several of his staff were killed. 
Most of the casualties were 
civilians who had come to 
the center, which also serves 
a government passport 
department, Chamkani  
said.

In southern Ghazni 
province, the insurgents 
stormed a security compound 
in Andar district, using a 
suicide car bomb and killing 
25 police and five civilians, 
Murad said. At least 15 people 
were wounded, including 10 
policemen, he added. (AP)

Taliban 
launch
wave of 
attacks
in Afghan, 
kill 74

Harare

At least 50 people want 
to become Zimbabwe’s 

hangman, a job that fell vacant 
over a decade ago, officials 
said yesterday, stressing 
that applicants were “very 
interested” in the role.

The country, which has an 
unemployment rate of more 
than 90 percent by some 
measures, last executed a 
prisoner in 2005, after which 
the serving hangman retired.

“The response has been 
overwhelming and the 
applications have been from 
both men and women,” justice 
ministry secretary Virginia 

Mabhiza told the NewsDay 
newspaper.

“We have received over 
50 applications in the past 
few months. People are very 
interested.”

After a long search, a new 
hangman was reported to 
have been appointed in 2012 
but the chosen candidate was 
never confirmed. Zimbabwe’s 
new 2013 constitution exempts 
women from the hangman’s 
noose.“All men between 
18 and 69 years (who) have 
been convicted of murder in 
aggravated circumstances can 
receive capital punishment,” 
Mabhiza was quoted as saying.

Wanted: 
Zimbabwe 
hangman 
-- 50 apply
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Anthony Joshua must 
refocus on Takam

London

Anthony Joshua should heed 
the warning signs after 

Carlos Takam was handed a 
late opportunity to snatch his 
heavyweight world titles.

The WBA ‘super’ and 
IBF champion has endured a 
turbulent training camp leading 
up to his next title defence, with 
Kubrat Pulev pulling out through 
injury less than a fortnight before 
the first bell was set to ring at the 
Principality Stadium in Cardiff 
on October 28.

Joshua had been thinking of a 
lucrative rematch with Wladimir 
Klitschko in Las Vegas when he 
first returned to the gym a few 
months ago, but the Ukrainian 

opted for retirement instead 
of a repeat of their punishing 
encounter and Pulev was next in 
line for a shot at the titles.

At their first press conference, 
a translator had suggested that 
Pulev found the fight ‘terrifying’, 
a misunderstanding perhaps, but 
the Bulgarian’s body failed him, 
even if his mind was sound and 
in stepped Takam last night.

The France-based 
Cameroonian cuts a formidable 
figure, with a muscle-bound 
physique and steely glare, 
leaving opponents in no doubt 
that they must ready themselves 
for a demanding fight.

Current WBO champion 
Joseph Parker can supply a 

character reference of Takam’s 
toughness after they shared 12 
brutal rounds before the relieved 
New Zealander emerged with a 
points victory.

“What a great fighter Carlos 
Takam is,” said Parker after 
his chin and stamina had been 
tested. “We said this was going 
to be a hard fight. I had to have 
my A-game.

“That was a tough, exciting 
fight.” 

Joshua has broken the 
resistance of all 19 of his previous 
opponents, although he could 
require a scalpel rather than a 
sledgehammer to gradually 
prise open Takam’s tight guard. 
(foxsportsasia)

DT News Network
Manama

Mohammed Salmeen 
and Ali Al Kowari win 

the Awali Golf Club’s Friday 
competiton with a score of 
40 points. Runners-Up were 
Ali Danesh and Mahmood 

Falamarzi with 39. Third place 
went to Rob Thompson and 
Jonathan Jane with 39, fourth 
place went to Hamad Al Qutami 
and Mohammed Faraj with 38, 
and fifth place to Onny and Joan 
Martin with 38. 

This competition was the 

BMMI Johnnie Walker Foursomes 
stableford format, first held in the 
1967/68 season. 

This year’s event was played 
in warm and windy conditions. 
The sponsor provided a 
generous prize table and product  
tastings.

Salmeen, Ali Al Kowari 
win Friday competition

© GRAPHIC NEWS

MATCHDAY 3: OCT 19
Astana KAZ
Maccabi Tel-Aviv ISR
Dynamo Kyiv UKR
Young Boys SUI
Sporting Braga POR
Ludogorets BUL
AC Milan ITA
AEK Athens GRE
Atalanta ITA
Apollon Limassol CYP
Fastav Zlin CZE
FC Copenhagen DEN
Hap. Beer-Sheva ISR
Steaua Bucharest ROM
Red Star Belgrade SRB
Arsenal ENG
Marseille FRA
Viktoria POR
Zorya Luhansk UKR
Hertha Berlin GER
Nice FRA
Lazio ITA
Zenit RUS
Rosenborg NOR

Villarreal ESP
Slavia Prague CZE
Skenderbeu ALB
Partizan SRB
Hoffenheim GER
Basaksehir TUR
Austria Vienna AUT
Rijeka CRO
Everton ENG
Olympique Lyon FRA
Sheriff Tiraspol MDA
Lokomotiv RUS
Lugano SUI
Viktoria Plzen CZE
BATE Borisov BLR
Koln GER
Konyaspor TUR
Red Bull Salzburg AUT
Ostersunds SWE
Athletic Bilbao ESP
Zulte Waregem BEL
Vitesse NED
Vardar MKD
Real Sociedad ESP

FUTURE MATCHDAYS
4. Nov 2   5. Nov 23   6. Dec 7

Sources: UEFA, Gracenote Picture: Getty Images

EYE FOR GOAL: Top two teams in Group K clash
as Lazio, unbeaten in six European away games,
travel to competition’s joint-top goalscorers, Nice

8
7

8

6
5

Nice
AC Milan
Zenit St. Petersburg
Arsenal
Dynamo Kyiv
Lazio

Total attempts: 34
34
33
30
36
29

Goals: 8Ciro Immobile
Lazio striker currently
top scorer in Italian
Serie A – scoring
twice in recent match
against Juventus to
end Turin team’s
unbeaten start
to season

London

Tiger Woods has been given 
the green light by his doctor 

to step up his rehabilitation 
from back surgery with no 
restrictions, according to his 
agent.

The 14-time major 
champion has been out of 
action since withdrawing from 
the Dubai Desert Classic at 
the start of February and in 
April underwent a fourth back 

operation in three years.
Woods admitted last month 

it was possible he may never 
play competitive golf again, 
but on Sunday he tweeted a 
nine-second clip in which he 
hits a drive, captioned “Making 
Progress”.

And, according to ESPN, his 
agent Mark Steinberg has said 
the 41-year-old American has 
been cleared to resume full golf 
activity. (skysports)

Tiger Woods gets doctor’s clearance

Joshua (file pic)

Tiger Woods (file pic)
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Stockholm

Three seeds — No. 6 Fabio 
Fognini, No. 7 Yuichi Sugita 

and No. 8 Fernando Verdasco — all 
got off to winning starts yesterday 
at the Intrum Stockholm Open.

Italian Fognini, who picked up 
the Gstaad crown in July, opened 
his bid for a sixth ATP World 
Tour title by beating Malek Jaziri 
of Tunisia 7-5, 6-1 in 73 minutes. 
He now faces Argentine Leonardo 
Mayer or wild card Elias Ymer of 
Sweden.

Japan’s Sugita lived to fight 
another day, withstanding 15 
aces in a dramatic 1-6, 6-3, 7-6(4) 

victory over Denis Istomin of 
Uzbekistan over one hour and 56 
minutes. Istomin won the first five 
games of the pair’s third FedEx 
ATP Head2Head meeting, then 
recovered from 3-5 in the third set 
before squandering a 4/2 advantage 
in the tie-break. Sugita goes onto 
meet Slovakian Norbert Gombos 
or 2009 titlist Marcos Baghdatis of 
Cyprus.

Spaniard Verdasco, runner-up 
at the Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championships in February, lost 
just one of his first service points 
(27/28) to record his fourth 
straight win in eight meetings 

(5-3) against Robin Haase 6-3, 
6-1 in 47 minutes. He awaits the 
winner of Slovakian qualifier 
Lukas Lacko and lucky loser 
Jurgen Zopp of Estonia.

Elsewhere, France’s Jeremy 
Chardy set up a second-round 
encounter against third-seeded 
American Jack Sock after he hit 
12 aces — and lost six of his first 
service points (27/33) — to beat 
Alessandro Giannessi of Italy 6-0, 
7-5 in 72 minutes. 

He also beat Giannessi a few 
weeks ago at the Shenzhen Open 
7-6(6), 6-4 in the first round. 
(atpworldtour)

Fognini 
leads 
seeds 
into 
Second 
Round

Karlovic advances in Antwerp

Antwerp

Ivo Karlovic saved three match points 
in a two-hour, 13-minute battle to 

eliminate Guido Pella, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6(10) 
in the first round of the European Open 
in Antwerp, Belgium.

The 38 year old saved two break 
points in the second set at 3-3 to avoid 
going down a set and a break against 
the Argentine, before holding off 
Pella’s three match points in the third-
set tie-break. Each opportunity was 
on Karlovic’s serve, and the Croatian 
capitalised on his third opportunity to 
advance to the second round.

In other action, Sergiy Stakhovsky 
temporarily halted Jared Donaldson’s 
efforts in the Emirates ATP Race To 
Milan with a 7-6(4), 6-4 victory over 
the American. The Ukrainian saved the 
only break point he faced, and broke the 
21 year old at 4-4 in the second set to 

give himself the advantage he needed to 
close out the match.

Donaldson sits in fifth place in 
the Race with 890 points, with his 
closest competitor, No. 6 Borna Coric, 
losing in the first round in Moscow 
Monday. The Top 7 players in the 
Race automatically qualify for the first 
Next Gen ATP Finals, with an Italian 
wild card event deciding the eighth 
player.

Four seeded singles players will begin 
their tournaments yesterday, with No. 
7 Benoit Paire opening the day’s play 
against Joao Sousa, sixth seed Pablo 
Cuevas taking on #NextGenATP 
Greek Stefanos Tsitsipas and No. 8 
Alexandr Dolgopolov confronting 
Henri Laaksonen. Fifth seed David 
Ferrer will kick off the night session on 
Centre Court against qualifier Stefano 
Travaglia. (atpworldtour)

Eugenie Bouchard falls in first round

Canadian player Marino 
announces return to game

Eugenie Bouchard has lost another 
first-round match, this time at the 

Luxembourg Open.
The Westmount, Que., native 

started strong with a 6-2 first-set 
victory over Swede Johanna Larsson, 
but Larsson rebounded fast, taking 
the final two sets 6-2, 6-3. 

Bouchard, ranked No. 80 in the 
world, fired in six aces but was shaky 
on her serve, converting on just 51 per 

cent of her first serve opportunities, 
and only winning 38 per cent of her 
second-serve rallies. 

Meanwhile, Larson, No. 79, broke 
Bouchard on over half her chances, 
including the final set of the match.

In their only other match at Roland 
Garros in 2014, Bouchard defeated 
Larsson.

Larsson is set to face Brazilian 
Beatriz Haddad Maia next. (cbc.ca)

London

Rebecca Marino, 
once Canada’s 

top-ranked women’s 
tennis player, 
announced she is 
returning to tennis 
after nearly five years 
away.

The Vancouver 
native will play in two 
ITF Women’s Circuit 
events in Saguenay, 
Que., next week and 
in Toronto the following week.

Marino, now 26, left the 
women’s tour in 2013 because 
of a depression diagnosis. She 
had reached a world ranking 
high of No. 38 in July 2011 and 
made a WTA final in Memphis 
in February 2011, where she 
lost to Magdalena Rybarikova. 
She won two matches at the 

French Open that year and 
another at Wimbledon to earn 
her top-40 ranking.

“I’m excited to come 
back and play in Canada, 
especially in tournaments that 
I participated in a number of 
times in my career,” she said in 
a statement released by Tennis 
Canada. (nationalpost)

Nadal withdraws from Swiss Indoors
London

Rafael Nadal has pulled out of 
next week’s Swiss Indoors 

tournament in Basel to rest his right 
knee.

The world number one, who has 
a long history of knee problems, 
wore tape during his final defeat 
by Roger Federer in the Shanghai 
Masters last weekend.

Nadal has enjoyed great success 
on hard courts this summer but has 
made no secret of how gruelling he 
finds the surface on his body.

After winning the US Open last 
month and then winning the China 
Open title in Beijing immediately 
before his run to the final in 
Shanghai, Nadal has decided to take 
a week off.

The Spaniard wrote on Facebook: 
“I sadly announce that I have to pull 
out of the Swiss Indoors Basel.

“After seeing my doctor in Spain 
just after landing from Shanghai, I 
am suffering from an over-stressing 
of the knee and the problems were 

already present at the tournament 
in Shanghai, which now forces me 
to take time off on advice of my 
doctor.

“After two great weeks in China, 
with the title in Beijing and the final 
in Shanghai, it is time for some rest.

“I want to send a special 
message to the many tennis fans 
in Switzerland, which have always 
showed great support and respect 
also on my matches with Roger. 
Hope to see you next year.”

Nadal’s withdrawal from the 
tournament in Federer’s home 
town potentially opens the door to 
the Swiss for the year-end world 
number one spot.

Federer currently sits nearly 
2,000 points behind Nadal but 
there are 3,000 up for grabs from 
Basel, the Paris Masters and the 
ATP Finals.

Nadal’s next event is now 
scheduled to be the final Masters 
tournament of the season in Paris, 
starting on October 30. (eurosport)

Ivo Karlovic (file pic)

Rafael Nadal (file pic)

Rebecca Marino (file pic)
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France

Chris Froome says he faces a 
“massive challenge” to win his 

fifth Tour de France, as the route 
for the 2018 race was announced 
yesterday.

The 105th edition will run from 
7 to 29 July and be the shortest 
route of the 21st century, covering 
3,329km.

It will start with a 195km stage 
from Noirmoutier-en-L’ile and 
stage nine will include 21.7km of 
cobbled road.

There is a return for the famous 
climb and finish up Alpe d’Huez 
on stage 12 and the shortest stage 
will be 65km.

Stage three will be a team time 
trial and the penultimate stage 
could be a potentially crucial hilly 
individual time trial from Saint-
Pee-sur-Nivelle to Espelette.

“I wouldn’t expect anything 
different from the organisers,” said 
the 32-year-old, who has won the 
Tour in four of the last five years.

“It is a massive challenge for 
next year and a Tour de France 
that tests every aspect of cycling.”

Only 15km of the race will take 
place outside France, when it goes 
into Spain on stage 16.

“We especially wanted to 
emphasise stage variety and the 
routes that may prove decisive, 
whilst combining legendary climbs 
with brand-new ascensions or 
ultra-dynamic formats, to provide 
a vision of modern and inspired 
cycling,” said Tour director 
Christian Prudhomme.

At the announcement of the 
route, Froome was awarded the 
2017 Velo d’Or - the Velo magazine 
rider of the year prize - for the 
third time after also claiming it in 
2013 and 2015. (BBC)

Chris Froome (file pic)

© GRAPHIC NEWSSource: Le Tour Picture: Associated Press
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31
115

Total: 3,329km

Stage July km

Stage
Stage start

Stage finish
Stage
start / finish

Rest day

Time-trial

Individual
time-
trial

Team time-trial

Mountain
stage
Transfer

GRAND DEPART: July 7,
Noirmoutier-en-l’Ile

FINISH: July 29,
Paris Champs-
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Annecy
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Saint-
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de-Luchon

Saint-Lary-Soulan
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Brendon Hartley to make debut in Austin
London

New Zealander Brendon Hartley 
will race for Scuderia Toro Rosso 

at the next round of the Formula 1 
World Championship, the USA Grand 
Prix in Austin, as Pierre Gasly will 
be racing in Japan for the last race of 
the Super Formula Championship in 
Suzuka.

Brendon last tested with the team 
back in 2009. Eight years later, he will 
be taking part in his first Formula 

1 Grand Prix, at the Circuit of the 
Americas, alongside Daniil Kvyat.

Since his last outing with 
Scuderia Toro Rosso, Brendon has 
gained experience in many different 
categories, including the Formula 
Renault 3.5 Series, GP2 Series and 
sports car Series. In the last three 
years, he successfully raced the LMP1 
Porsche in the FIA World Endurance 
Championship.

In 2015 he was crowned WEC 

Champion alongside his teammates 
Mark Webber and Timo Bernhard. In 
June this year, he won the prestigious 
24h of Le Mans race and he’s currently 
leading the 2017 WEC Championship, 
with three rounds to go – the next one 
is the 6 Hours of Fuji, in Japan. After 
that, he’ll travel to Texas for his first 
F1 race weekend… A well-deserved 
reward that has been eight years in the 
making: never say never!

Brendon Hartley said: “What an 

amazing feeling! This opportunity 
came as somewhat of a surprise, but 
I never did give up on my ambition 
and childhood dream to reach F1. I 
have grown and learnt so much since 
the days when I was the Red Bull and 
Toro Rosso reserve driver, and the 
tough years I went through made me 
stronger and even more determined. 
I want to say a huge thanks to Red 
Bull for making this a reality, and to 
Porsche.” (Reuters)

I was suspended 
for a lot less: 
David Warner

London

Australia’s vice-captain David Warner 
has compared the Ben Stokes affair 

to his 2013 suspension for punching Joe 
Root, saying his transgression was “a lot 
less than we’ve seen on the footage” of 
the England allrounder in a Bristol bar.

Warner’s glancing blow at Root was 
called a “despicable thing” by Cricket 
Australia’s chief executive James 
Sutherland and resulted in his ban 
from Australia’s 2013 Ashes warm-up 
matches, effectively suspending him 
from the first two Tests of that series.

Warner was also made to deliver 
a public apology in London, and the 
saga indirectly led to the sacking of 
coach Mickey Arthur, who was replaced 
by Darren Lehmann. However, there 
was neither footage of the incident nor 
any police investigation, and Warner 
rebounded to be a key player in the 
return series in Australia later that year.

“I did do my time. It was a lot less 
than what we’ve seen on that footage, 
that’s for sure,” Warner said in Sydney. 

“It’s up to them what they want to 
do - how they punish him [Stokes] and 
first of all it’s up to the police. Obviously 
with their investigation findings, to see 
what happens there. I think everyone 
in the world is waiting to see what 
happens there and what the outcome is.” 
(espncricinfo)

Tour will
be massive 

challenge

David Warner (file pic)

Brendon Hartley (file pic)
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Guwahati, India

European champions 
Spain rallied to make the 

quarterfinals of the FIFA U-17 
World Cup with a 2 -1 victory 
over France, signalling their 
title intentions yesterday.

Spain will take on Asian 
surprise package Iran.

Juan Miranda (44th 
minute) and Abel Ruiz (90th) 
scored for Spain, while Lenny 
Pintor struck for France in 
the 34th minute at the Indira 
Gandhi Stadium.

Pintor put France ahead in 
the Round of 16 clash, but the 
lead did not last more than 10 
minutes as Miranda restored 

parity just as the half time 
approached.

Spain celebrated after 
Miranda headed in the ball 
to the top right corner off a 
Ferran Torres cross.

Moments before Spain 
erupted in joy, France had 
taken the lead when Pintor’s 
right-footed shot from the 
centre of the box off Amine 
Gouiri’s assist found the back 
of the net.

Just when it appeared that 
the match between the two 
European giants would go 
into extra time, the Spanish 
were awarded a penalty, 
which Barcelona starlet Ruiz 

duly converted to break the 
French hearts and knock them 
out of the tournament.

Incidentally, France 
had lost to Spain in the 
quarterfinals of the European 
Championships.

Ruiz ensured the result 
would not be any different 
this time around when he 
concerted from the spot after 
the penalty was conceded by 
Oumar Solet.

In the four-minute injury 
time, Wilson Isidor’s header 
from the centre of the box 
off Maxence Caqueret’s cross 
was blocked by the Spanish 
defence.

There were attempts galore 
in both halves as France and 
Spain looked to outdo each 
other.

Before that, Pintor’s right-
footed attempt off Yacine 
Adli pass too was saved, as 
the Frenchmen’s quest to 
find the equaliser ended in 
disappointment.

Spain, too, made their 
moves but they were also not 
effective enough.

Having staged a fine 
comeback after losing their 
tournament opener to Brazil, 
Spain are seeking their maiden 
FIFA U-17 World Cup title. 
(IANS)

Goa, India

Iran made its way into its 
first-ever quarterfinal 

on the back of a nervy and 
pulsating 2-1 win against 
Mexico in the Round-of-16 
clash at the Fatorda stadium 
yesterday.

Goals from Mohammad 
Sharifi and Allahyar Sayyad 
helped the Abbas Chamanian-
coached side maintain its 
unbeaten run at the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup.

On the eve of yesterday’s 
game, Mexico coach Mario 
Arteaga had hoped for a better 

response from his side if it fell 
behind and he got exactly that.

His side was quick off the 
blocks but its bright start in 
the opening proceedings was 
cancelled out by two defensive 
errors at the back, which led 
to Iran racing to a 2-0 lead 
within the first 12 minutes.

Mohammed Ghaderi, who 
returned to the starting line-
up, was brought down inside 
the box by right-back Adrian 
Vasquez. Sharifi stepped up 
to place it low to the right of 
Cesar Lopez, who went the 
other way.

In the 10th minute, Lopez 
was beaten once again when 
he was caught off his line by 
Sayyad, who was the quickest 
to react to a long punt upfield 
from his goalkeeper Ali 
Gholam Zadeh.

Mexico had a chance to get 
itself back in the game through 
its No. 9 Daniel Lopez, but he 
lost his shooting boots just as 
he was about to take a shot 
at goal. Mexico regrouped 
itself after the water break in 
the first half and came back 
strongly to punish Iran for 
taking its foot off the pedal. 

Roberto de la Rosa was both 
the architect and the one to 
apply the finishing touches for 
its opening goal.

The midfielder played 
the ball over the top which 
stretched the Iranian back-
line. He then ghosted onto a 
Diego Lainez’s effort which 
was not cleared from the box 
before lashing a drive into the 
bottom left corner.

The Iranian side was 
breached for the first time in 
the regulation 90 minutes of 
play in the whole tournament. 
(sportstarlive)

Spain enter 
quarter-finalsFI
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Iran defeats 
Mexico in a 
pulsating 
contest

Leicester 
sack 
Manager 
Shakespeare

Marcelo 
accused of  
tax fraud

London

Leicester City have sacked 
manager Craig Shakespeare 

just four months after he signed 
a three-year deal to take the job 
on a permanent basis.

The Foxes are third from 
bottom in the Premier League 
and have not won any of their 
past six league matches.

Shakespeare, 53, succeeded 
title winner Claudio Ranieri 
in February, initially on a 
temporary basis.

After steering the Foxes away 
from trouble to finish in 12th 
place, he was given the job 
permanently in June.

One of Leicester’s players 
told BBC Sport the squad had 
not been told of the decision 
in advance, and only found out 
through media reports.

Shakespeare won eight of 
his 16 games in charge last 
season, and led the club to the 
Champions League quarter-
finals.

His departure follows a 
1-1 draw with West Brom on 
Monday.

The last time Leicester went 
six league matches without a 
victory, Ranieri was sacked - 
nine months after leading them 
to the title.

Of their 10 matches this 
season - eight in the league and 
two in the EFL Cup - Leicester 
have won three and drawn 
three, losing four. (BBC)

Madrid

Spanish prosecutors have 
accused Real Madrid left-

back Marcelo of defrauding 
local tax authorities of nearly 
half a million euros.

Prosecutors say the Brazil 
international defrauded 
authorities of €490,917.70 
($579,348) in 2013. They say 
the irregularities are related to 
Marcelo’s use of companies 
abroad to handle earnings from 
image rights.

Marcelo, who has been in 
playing for Real Madrid since 
moving from Brazilian club 
Fluminense in 2007, is the latest 
player to be targeted by tax 
authorities in Spain.

Last year, Lionel Messi and 
his father were found guilty on 
three counts of defrauding tax 
authorities of €4.1m ($4.6m) 
from income made from image 
rights.

Cristiano Ronaldo, Ricardo 
Carvalho, Angel Di Maria, 
Javier Mascherano, Radamel 
Falcao and Fabio Coentrao 
are among other players 
investigated by Spanish 
authorities. (AP)

Marcelo (file pic)

Allahyar 
Sayyad of Iran 
celebrates 
scoring the 
second goal 
(Picture cour-
tesy: FIFA)

Craig Shakespeare (file pic)

London

During their 5-0 bullying 
of little Freiburg at the 

weekend, the Bayern Munich 
supporters took a moment to 
acclaim their manager. 

“Jupp! Jupp! Jupp!” they 
roared in appreciation of 
Jupp Heynckes, the 72-year-
old who has taken charge of 
the team until the end of the 
season in the wake of Carlo 
Ancelotti’s sacking. Heynckes 
is a throwback to when Bayern 
were great. Truly great. (BBC)

Heynckes 
plots return  
to European 
glory

Lamin Deen backs Lee 
Johnston
Olympic bobsleigh pilot 
Lamin Deen has backed the 
appointment of Lee Johnston 
as British Bobsleigh head 
coach despite him making a 
racist comment in 2013.
Johnston, a 45-year-old three-
time Olympian, was disci-
plined and warned about his 
future conduct following a 
complaint by athlete Toby 
Olubi. (BBC)



Moscow

Magdalena Rybarikova 
silenced a packed, 

partisan house on Centre Court 
with a 7-6(3), 6-4 win over 

Maria Sharapova in the 
opening round of the 

VTB Kremlin Cup 
yesterday.

Using varied 
play from the 

baseline to 
great effect, 
the Slovak 

won the 
last five 
p o i n t s 
of the 

opening set tiebreak before breaking 
Sharapova for the first time in the 
second set to seal the victory in one 
hour, 55 minutes.

“It was very difficult for me, 
because it felt like Fed Cup. It’s 
absolutely normal, Maria is a 
huge superstar here and she’s a 
real champion,” Rybarikova said 
on-court after the match. 

“I’m happy that I went through 
this match, and it’s good for my 
confidence. I’m very happy with 
that.”

Both players came off successful 
campaigns last week, with 
Sharapova winning her 36th career 
title in China at the Tianjin Open, 
and Rybarikova finishing runner-
up to Barbora Strycova 
at the Upper Austria 
Ladies’ Linz.

However, 
it was the 
Slovak 
w h o 

handled the demands of playing six 
matches in just about a week’s time 
better, utilizing her legs to chase 
down Sharapova’s groundstrokes 
from corner to corner, and drawing 
the Russian into errors with an 
abundance of slices and dropshots.

A tidy 15 winners to 17 unforced 
errors came off of Rybarikova’s 
racquet, while Sharapova was unable 
to balance out 46 unforced with 31 
winners. 

One break in each set nearly 
proved enough for Rybarikova, as 
the seventh chance of the opening 
set proved lucky for her to move 
ahead 6-5 and serve for a one set 
lead. 

However, Sharapova hit back, 
generating her first break 

point opportunity in the 
12th game and duly 

converting to send 
the set to a tiebreak.

The five-time 
Grand Slam 
champion got the 
first mini-break 
of the tiebreak 
to lead 2-0, but 
Rybarikova 

p r o v e d 

undaunted, winning seven of the 
final eight points to move in front.

The second set went with serve 
almost for the duration, with either 
player getting to deuce on the other’s 
serve just once - as Sharapova was 
forced to save break point in the 
second game.

Rybarikova battled her way 
through her toughest hold of the 
match at 4-4, saving two break points 
in a marathon game, to keep herself 
ahead, and used the momentum to 
snag the decisive break in the 10th 
game to move through to the second 
round.

The win for the No.8 seed sets a 
round of 16 encounter with Alizé 
Cornet, who defeated Russian 
Ekaterina Makarova yesterday.

“She’s a very difficult opponent, 
who plays very differently than 
Maria,” Rybarikova assessed. “She 
runs very well and she’s also a big 
fighter, so it’s going to be a very 
tough match. I want to enjoy today’s 
victory and I want to think about 
tomorrow’s match, tomorrow.” 

(wtatennis)
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