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Bahrain aims to generate 
5 per cent of its total 

electrical energy from 
renewable sources by 2025, said 
Electricity and Water Affairs 
Minister Dr Abdulhussain 
Mirza yesterday.

“Renewable energy will be 
rewarding for all parties in 
terms of clean energy,” the 

Minister said adding: “It 
would also create new jobs for 
Bahrainis.”

The Minister, citing the huge 
declines in the cost of solar 
energy, said, “Solar energy 
will help save large quantities 
of gas that are consumed to 
generate electricity, which 
can then be used in major 
industrial projects.”

In this regard, the Minister 
also pointed out that the 
Sustainable Energy Unit, 
which promotes the use of 
solar energy in the Kingdom, 
“seeks to cooperate and 
provide technical support to 
major projects in Bahrain”.

The Minister also assured 
that experts from the unit are 
ready to provide technical 

advice and assistance to “any 
existing or future projects in 
the country” while stressing on 
the need to achieve the goals 
of sustainable development.

The Minister was visiting 
the Avenues Mall development 
project to inspect the work 
progress of integrating solar 
energy solutions at the facility, 
which includes installation 

of solar panels on external 
parking garages.

United Nations Resident 
Coordinator and Resident 
Representative Amin Al 
Sharkawi and the Director of 
the Sustainable Energy Unit as 
well as Mohammed Salahuddin 
Consulting Engineering Bureau 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and a representative 

of the project’s owner, Nasser 
Abdul Salam, officials and 
engineers were present.

The minister thanked 
all officials and developers 
for their cooperation with 
sustainable development 
initiatives and their response 
to the implementation of the 
solar energy applications in 
the complex.

5 new schools to be built: Minister 

Manama

Five new schools, with 
advanced facilities, 

will be opened during the 
2017-18 academic year in 
the governorates of the 

Kingdom, it was revealed  
yesterday. 

“The schools for boys and 
girls will be environment-
friendly and will be 
established in conformity 

with international standards,” 
said Education Minister Dr 
Majid Al Nuami praising the 
directives of the leadership to 
establish ‘developed’ schools in 
the Kingdom. 

The Minister said this while 
touring a number of newly 
built schools to follow up 
the preparations for the new 
academic year, which begins 
on September 10, 2017.  

The newly constructed 
schools house new lighting 
technologies to save energy 
and preserve environment, 
soundproof classrooms, anti-
slip vinyl flooring, elevators, 

as well as advanced electronic 
systems. Classrooms, 
laboratories, sport and 
multipurpose halls and offices 
were also constructed using 
eco-friendly technology.  

Future shines 
bright for solar

Bahrain 
to invest 
more in 

renewable 
energy

The Minister with other officials during the visit 

Energy Minister with other officials during a photocall 

5Friday, August 18, 2017

UAE to 
fund 

$15m 
monthly 

to Gaza
Gaza City

The United Arab Emirates will provide 
$15 million a month to Gaza, a 

Palestinian politician said yesterday.
Mohammed Dahlan has been based 

in exile in the UAE since falling out with  
Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas and 
being expelled from his Fatah movement.

He has been improving relations with 
Hamas to the chagrin of the West Bank-
based Abbas.

“Fifteen million dollars will be 
pumped monthly from the beginning 

of next month to the Palestinian Joint 
Liability Committee in support of relief, 
humanitarian and development projects 
in the Gaza Strip to alleviate their 
suffering,” Samir Al-Mashharawi, an ally 
of Dahlan, said in a statement.

The committee was established in 
the wake  of agreements made between 
Dahlan and Hamas in early July in Cairo.

Hamas is considered a terrorist 
organisation by the United States, 
European Union and Israel.

On Friday, Hamas leaders and Dahlan 

allies again met in Cairo to discuss easing 
the blockade of Gaza with Egyptian 
officials.

The Rafah crossing from Egypt has 
been largely closed in recent years due to 
disputes between Hamas and Cairo.

Israel has maintained a crippling 
blockade on Gaza for a decade.

Seeing his two longtime adversaries 
moving closer, Abbas has sought to 
weaken Hamas -- reducing electricity 
funding for the strip and cutting salaries 
of state employees there. (AFP)

Palestinians fill bottles and buckets with 
water at a communal water tank at al-Shati 
refugee camp in Gaza City


