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Silverstone

Valtteri Bottas underlined 
his status as a genuine 

contender for this year’s 
world championship when he 
finished a bold second, from 
ninth on the grid, in yesterday’s 
British Grand Prix.

The Finn, who replaced 
retired 2016 world champion 
Nico Rosberg as team-mate to 
Lewis Hamilton at Mercedes, 

is now only 23 points 
behind championship leader 
Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari.

Vettel finished seventh 
after a late puncture deprived 
him of a possible podium.

“For us as a team this was 
a perfect weekend, especially 
considering the circumstances 
and where we started today, 
in ninth place,” said Bottas.

“It’s just amazing what 

we’ve done today. The car 
was so good to drive -- really 
quick -- and the team had 
decided to split the strategy 
between Lewis and me.

“I started with the soft 
tyres and actually went a bit 
longer than planned, as we 
extended the first stint quite 
a bit, because everything was 
looking good. 

“Towards the end, when 

we put the super-soft tyres 
on, I was on a fresher tyre, 
managed to get through 
Sebastian and caught Kimi, 
but realistically he would have 
been too far away for me to 
get through.

“But then I got lucky, 
Kimi got unlucky and lost his 
second place. In the end, 18 
points is the perfect result for 
me.” (AFP)

Bottas 
displays 

title 
credentials

Los Angeles

Miguel Berchelt retained 
his WBC world title 

Saturday with a unanimous 
decision over former 
champion Takashi Miura in 
the first defence of his super 
featherweight belt.

Mexico’s Berchelt won 
almost every round and 
it showed on the lopsided 
scorecards but the unflinching 
Miura fought on pride and 
looked like he could have 
knocked the champion out at 
any moment.

“I was prepared because 
I knew I was facing an ex 
champion,” said Berchelt. “He 
has the toughest left hand in the 
division. He was hitting me and 

hurting me sometimes. “But I 
was always the better fighter.”

The judges scored the fight 
116-111, 120-109 and 119-108 
for the 33-year-old Berchelt 
who won the title with an 
11th round upset victory over 
Francisco Vargas in January.

Japan’s Miura (31-4-2, 24 
KOs) was hoping to reclaim 
the WBC title which he held 
for more than two years before 
losing to Vargas in 2015.

Berchelt set the tone early in 
the 12-round clash at the Los 
Angeles Forum as he dropped 
Miura late in the first round 
and rocked him with a hard 
punch in the fifth round that 
snapped the challenger’s head 
back. (AFP)

Los Angeles

Jose Mourinho ruled out any 
attempt to bring Cristiano 

Ronaldo back to Old Trafford 
after Manchester United 
opened their US tour Saturday 
with a 5-2 rout of the Los 
Angeles Galaxy.

United manager Mourinho 
is keen to bolster his ranks 
further after already 
strengthening his squad with 
the additions of Victor Lindelof 

and Romelu Lukaku.
But the Portuguese manager 

poured cold water on the 
possibility of an attempt to 
prise United legend Ronaldo 
away from Real Madrid.

“I’m not going to waste my 
time thinking about players 
who are mission impossible,” 
Mourinho told reporters after 
the win.

Earlier, England striker 
Marcus Rashford scored 

twice with Marouane Fellaini, 
Anthony Martial and Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan bagging United’s 
other goals in a one-sided 
victory in front of 25,667 fans 
at the StubHub Center.

New striker Lukaku was 
unable to get in on the goals 
after a 45-minute debut in the 
second half.

Lukaku missed one golden 
chance four minutes into his 
United debut, with his shot 

saved by Galaxy goalkeeper 
Brian Rowe.

However Mourinho was 
satisfied with Lukaku’s 
“unselfish” display in leading 
the line.

“Lukaku is a target man, 
he plays with his back to 
opponents,” Mourinho said. 
“A good thing today for me is 
to see that he’s a team player. 
He’s not selfish. He’s not 
obsessed with goals. (AFP)

Mourinho rules out Ronaldo move

Silverstone

Kimi Raikkonen said his car 
felt normal and he had no 

warning of the first of two tyre 
failures to hit Ferrari’s hopes in 
the closing laps of yesterday’s 
British Grand Prix.

The Finn said the front left 
tyre of his car was behaving 
‘more or less normally’, before 
it suddenly delaminated and 
failed, costing him second place 
in the race. His team-mate 
Sebastian Vettel also suffered 
a front left tyre failure and fell 
from fourth to seventh.

“Everything was going more 
or less normally,” said the 2007 

world champion Raikkonen. 
“The gap was fine for us. Two 
laps from the end, I don’t know 
what happened - before Turn 
Six under the tunnel, the tyre 
didn’t explode, but the rubber 
part came off suddenly.

“I don’t think I hit anything, 
everything felt normal before, 
luckily I came back.

“I struggled a bit after that 
because the tyre was flapping 
around, but we managed to get 
a decent position.

“I was very unlucky and, in 
a way, lucky, but didn’t want to 
see the same happen to Seb and 
then a lap later...” (AFP)

Raikkonen 
surprised 
by Ferrari 
tyre failures

Berchelt retains 
WBC world title

Marcus Rashford 
#19 of Manchester 
United scores his 
second goal of the 
game past Hugo 
Arellano #21 of Los 
Angeles Galaxy 
to take a 2-0 lead 
during the first 
half at StubHub 
Centre in Carson, 
California

Second placed Mercedes’ 
Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas 
arrives on the podium to 
receive his trophy

Miguel Berchelt


