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Thai police arrested all those 
who took part in the brutal 
mass slaying of a family in the 
country’s south earlier this 
week, a massacre that caused 
widespread revulsion.
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Ahmedabad

Heavy monsoon flooding 
has killed four people in 

western India, officials said 
yesterday, with grave fears 
held for at least six others still 
missing following torrential 
downpours.

Major rail networks 
and dozens of highways 
in Gujarat state have been 
interrupted by floodwaters, 
and power to more than 120 
villages cut in badly-hit areas.

“Four people died after 

being swept away in rain 
waters since Saturday 
morning. Six others are 
missing”, Pankaj Kumar, 
a senior state government 
official, said, adding the 
National Disaster Response 
Force was searching for 
survivors.

The force, plus India’s 
military, had rescued more 
than 2,000 people from 
the worst-hit regions and 
relocated them to higher 
ground.

Dhaka

Four suspected Islamist 
extremists surrendered 

yesterday after a night-long 
standoff with Bangladeshi 
police in which they 
detonated explosives and 
opened fire outside the 
capital Dhaka, an official 
said.

Police said the armed 
militants belonged to a 
new faction of Jamayetul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB), an outlawed group 
blamed for a wave of attacks 
including the murder of 18 

foreigners at a cafe in Dhaka 
last July.

Acting on a tip-off 
Bangladesh’s Rapid Action 
Battalion surrounded a 
building in the garment 
district of Ashulia, around 25 
kilometres (18 miles) west of 
Dhaka, just after midnight, 
RAB spokesman Mizanur 
Rahman Bhuiyan said.

“They rented the house 
posing as garment workers 
two months ago. When we 
raided the place, they fired 
back with live rounds and 
exploded IED,” he said.

“We are a country that always 
honours its obligations. If there 
is any amount that is due when 
it’s been properly quantified and 
audited, of course we’ll deal with 
it. We’re not a country that walks 
away from its debts.”

British glider pilot 
killed in Alps crash

A man was arrested for alleg-
edly setting ablaze a two-sto-
rey house in eastern China, 
killing 22 people and injuring 
three.

A British pilot reported miss-
ing in the French Alps was 
found dead in the debris of 
his crashed glider, the prose-
cutor for the Gap region said.

Macron, Netanyahu mark 75 
years since roundup of Jews

Thai police arrest gang 
behind family massacre

After US Secretary of State, 
French FM has arrived to 
help solve Qatar crisis. Do 
you think  the French FM’s 
assistance would lead to any 
immediate developments?
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4 killed, 6 missing in India’s 
Gujarat amid monsoon floods

Four extremists surrender 
after shootout in Bangladesh

Philip Hammond
British Finance minister 

Arson suspect arrested 
after 22 killed in China 

Paris

French President 
Emmanuel Macron 

yesterday marked 75 years 
since the roundup of 13,000 
Jews to be sent to Nazi death 
camps, calling France’s 
responsibility a “stark truth” 
at a ceremony attended 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Speaking near the former 
site of the Velodrome 
d’Hiver, the indoor cycle 
track from which the Jews 
were deported in 1942, 
Macron said: “It is indeed 
France that organised” the 
roundup. “Not a single 
German” took part.

Netanyahu’s presence 

at the ceremony sparked 
controversy, with the 
Union of French Jews for 
Peace (UJFP) calling the 
invitation “shocking” and 
“unacceptable”.

The UJFP accused the 
Israeli government of 
“usurping the memory of the 
victims of Nazism to make 
people believe that Israel 
represents all the world’s 
Jews”.

The ceremony recalled 
the day when officials of 
the Vichy regime in Nazi-
occupied France began 
rounding up 13,152 Jews 
and taking them to the 
Velodrome d’Hiver, an 
indoor cycle track in Paris.

Venezuelans cast ballots 
in opposition vote

Venezuela’s opposition 
kicked off a symbolic vote 
seen likely to reject plans 
by President Nicolas Maduro 
to rewrite the constitution, 
upping pressure on the 
beleaguered leader after 
months of street protests.

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu (R) and French President 
Emmanuel Macron speak during the ceremony 

Dhaka

A cafe in Dhaka named after 
Donald Trump has been 

luring Bangladeshis undeterred 
by his controversial politics and 
more interested in snapping 
selfies with a life-size cutout of 
the US president.

The cafe was opened in 
January by a self-professed 
Trump fan who rejects the 
notion that the US president 
is ‘anti Islam’, saying diners 
at his cafe in the heart of 
Muslim-majority Bangladesh  
agreed.

“If he were anti-Muslim, he 
would not have visited Saudi 
Arabia and had a good time 
there,” cafe owner Shafiul 
Islam said, adding none of 
Trump’s decisions had affected 
Bangladesh’s 144 million-odd 
Muslims.

Politics appears to be last 

thing on many diners’ minds 
as they pose for photos with 
a cardboard cutout of the US 
president, placed strategically 
at the entrance by 29-year-old 
businessman Islam.

“Girls are his bigger fans. 
They come to take selfies with 

the Trump picture. Children 
love him too,” he said, adding 
more visitors snapped photos 
than ordered food.

The cafe serves Thai, Chinese 
and Indian dishes, with specials 
given names like the “Trump 
burger”.

Trump cafe lures Bangladeshis 
keen for pics, not politics

A customer takes selfie with a cutout of Donald Trump 

Srinagar

At least 16 Hindu pilgrims 
were killed and many 

more injured yesterday in a 
bus crash in northern India, 
police said, just days after 
gunmen shot dead eight 
worshippers making the 
same holy visit.

The bus plunged into 
a gorge in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the state where 
hundreds of Hindus make 
the annual pilgrimage to a 
Himalayan cave revered 
as the abode of the god  
Shiva.

“16 people are now 
confirmed dead, 19 with 
serious injuries and eight 
others with minor injuries,” 
the state’s police force said in 
a statement yesterday.

Some of the worst injured 
are being airlifted to hospital, 
while others were taken to 
local clinics for treatment, 
police said.

For the second time 
in a week, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi offered his 
condolences to the pilgrims 
who died making the holy 
journey.

“Extremely pained by the 
loss of lives of Amarnath 
Yatris (pilgrims) due to 
a bus accident in J&K,” 
the prime minister said, 
referring to the state by its  
initials.

“My thoughts are 
with the families of the  
deceased.”

The tragedy came as 
another Hindu pilgrim died 
yesterday from injuries 
sustained six days ago 
when unidentified gunmen 
opened fire on a bus full of 
worshippers. (AFP)

16 killed in bus 
crash in India

Indian police personnel and 
locals carry injured and dead 
from the site of a bus accident


