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London 

Chairman of Lulu Group 
Yusuff Ali MA received 

this year’s Queen’s Award 
for his contribution towards 
boosting international trade.

Lord Lieutenant John 
Crabtree, the Queen’s special 
representative, handed over 
the award to Yusuff Ali during 
a glittering ceremony held 
at the Birmingham Council 
House.

 Later in the day Queen 
Elizabeth hosted a royal 
reception for the winners 
at Buckingham Palace 
and had close interaction 
with the chosen few award  
winners.

The Queen’s Award 
is announced every year 
on the birthday of Queen 
Elizabeth and is awarded for 
meritorious contribution 
in the fields of innovation, 
international trade and 
employment generation 
which results in tangible 
growth of UK’s economy. The 
award ceremony was attended 
by Anne Underwood, Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, 
Christine Hamilton, Under 
Secretary of Trade Ministry, 
Khalid Mehmood, MP 
and a host of prominent 
businessmen and trade 
officials. 

Elaborating about the 
Award, John Crabtree said, “Y 
International UK Pvt Ltd. part 

of Lulu Group, has played a 
tremendous role in further 
boosting UK’s position as an 
investor friendly destination. 
They have not only opened up 
a huge market for the British 
products worldwide through 
their operations here but also 
have contributed significantly 
in providing job and training 
opportunities.”

During his acceptance 

speech Yusuff Ali said: “I 
am extremely honoured 
and proud to receive 
the prestigious Queen’s 
Award this year. This great 
recognition will surely help 
us further strengthen our 
plans to expand business 
interests in UK and continue 
with our innovations and 
contributions to the dynamic 
economy of UK. The fact that 

we have grown and expanded 
our operations in such a short 
span of time is a testament 
of the pro-development 
economic policies of UK and 
we are fully committed to 
playing our role in further 
boosting the trade while 
focusing on key aspects such 
as highest quality, human 
resources and excellent 
corporate governance.”

Y International UK Pvt 
Ltd, with its huge state-
of- the-art operations in 
Birmingham, sources and 
exports a wide range of 
world-class food products 
to over 136 hypermarkets 
and supermarkets of Lulu 
Group across the ME, 
Africa, India and Far East  
countries. 

The group which has 

already invested close to 
US$550 million till now 
in the UK including The 
East India Company and 
London Scotland Yard, will 
be investing another US$ 
52 million in setting up an 
advanced food processing 
zone in Birmingham, the 
work for which will begin 
next month, informed Yusuff 
Ali.

prestigious Queen’s Award
Yusuff Ali receives UK’s

Yusuff Ali MA, CMD of Lulu Group, interacting with Queen Elizabeth during the Royal reception hosted for the Queen’s 
Award 2017 winners, at the Buckingham Palace

“The fact that we have 
grown and expanded 
our operations in such 
a short span of time is 
a testament of the pro-
development econom-
ic policies of UK and 
we are fully committed 
to playing our role in 
further boosting the 
trade while focusing 
on key aspects such 
as highest quality, 
human resources and 
excellent corporate 
governance.”

 -  Yusuff Ali MA

The University of California, Berkeley, has been awarded 21.6 million U.S. dollars over four years to create a “window” into 
the brain that can help monitor and activate thousands to millions of individual neurons using light. 
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Alba has announced the promotion of Faeq Abdulrahim as 
Manager Strategic Supply & Planning. Faeq Abdulrahim 

joined Alba in July 2011 as a Business 
Unit Controller with the Financial 
Accounting and Controlling 
Department. He was appointed 
as Head of Supply of Major Raw 
Materials in June 2016 followed by 
acting Manager of Strategic Supply 
and Planning in December 2016.

Kuwait City

Kuwait seeks to more than double its electric power 
production by 2030 under its grand development plan, 

the official news agency KUNA 
reported.  Currently, Kuwait has 
seven power plants producing 
about 15,000 megawatts of 
electricity, but it aims to increase 
the power production to 32,000 
megawatts by 2030 under the 
Kuwait 2035 plan, the report said. 

Martin Schulz

Faeq is Alba supply, planning manager Kuwait seeks to double power production “ Germany is a great country. But 
Germany can do more. If we do 
not invest heavily in research and 
development, in electric vehicles 
and energy-
saving production 
processes, we’ll fall 
behind,”

German SPD leader

Running a home-based business comes with 
many benefits, like flexibility, the ability 
to create your own schedule and even tax 
breaks. These benefits are hard to beat, but 
it can be difficult to grow your home-based 
business.

Running a business out of 
your home doesn’t mean 
your home is an ideal loca-
tion. It might be, but you 
might need to adjust. Think 
about your current living 
space and compare it with 
the business model you have 
in mind. If you need to be 
able to meet with customers 
or employees, can you com-
fortably make that happen in 
your home? Are you easy to 
find? Do you have adequate 
parking?

Once you’re sure your home 
is ready for business, it’s time 
to focus in on your actual 
office space. First, be sure 
you have a dedicated area 
that’s appropriate for doing 
business. Your home may 
be equipped with an office. 
If not, consider portion-
ing off a specific area of a 
larger room, turning a large 
closet into an office or even 
weatherproofing to convert 
a garage into your dream 
office.

You may be dreaming about the flexibility you’ll soon 
have at your fingertips, but if your business is going 
to be profitable, it will require work. create a schedule, 
mark it on your calendar and share it with your family 
and friends. Understanding that you’re actually working, 
even though you’re at home, is beneficial for everyone.

Running a business out of your home comes with many 
tax benefits. However, there are still penalties for failing 
to comply with tax laws and failing to report proper 
income levels. To avoid this, consider investing in com-
prehensive tax software from the beginning stages of 
your business to keep your books straight, or start work-
ing with a tax accountant.

When you work from an actual office space, it’s easy to 
leave work at work. You may think about it after hours, 
but everything you need to do your job is at the office. 
When you work from home, it’s much easier to blur that 
line. Remember that you have a set schedule.

When you work from home, you likely spend most 
of your time on your own. This can lead to negative 
emotional and psychological consequences, especially 
for entrepreneurs who thrive on being out and around 
others.  (personalbrandingblog)

DT News Network
Manama

Khaleeji Commercial 
Bank (KHCB), one 

of the leading Islamic 
banks in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, has announced the 
signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
with Takaful International 
Insurance Company. 

The bank’s employees and 
their first degree relatives will 

benefit from special offers 
and preferential rates on a 
number of insurance services 
offered by the company.

The agreement coincides 
with the bank’s keenness to 
provide its employees and 
their families with benefits, 
creating an ideal working 
environment which reflects 
positively on the level and 
quality of the products 
and services provided 

by the Bank to its valued  
customers. 

Among the services 
covered by the MoU are 
motor Comprehensive 
Policies, Baitek Home Cover, 
Flat Takaful Cover, Domestic 
Servant Cover, Travel 
Takaful and Haj/Omra 
Cover. Bank employees will 
also benefit from the priority 
service in completing their 
transactions.

KHCB signs MoU 
with Takaful

Signing of the agreement

CBB Governer with the BIBF students
DT News Network
Manama

The Central Bank of 
Bahrain Governor Rasheed 

Mohammed Al Maraj met 
eight students of the Bahrain 
Institute of Banking and 
Finance (BIBF) who achieved 
top honours in the BIBF’s 
Bangor University Bachelor 
examinations.

The three awards for 
the top performance in the 

examinations went to Bahraini 
students who studied for the 
first part of their degree at the 
BIBF and spent the final year at 
Bangor University’s campus in 
the United Kingdom. 

A total of eight students 
from the BIBF graduated 
from Bangor University with 
First Class honours and they 
are: Noor Altajer; Reem Al 
Mandeel; Fareema Hasan; 
Maryam Abdulla; Meriam 

AlMohsen; Abdulla Al 
Shamlan; Fatema Haider; and 
Abdulla Mohammed.

Commenting on this 
success, the Governor, said, 
“The students of the BIBF 
have always made us proud 
in achieving academic 
excellence on international 
level. Achieving this great 
success reflects the capability 
and quality of our young 
generation. 

BIBF students achieve top honours in UK exam


