
7Monday, July 17, 2017

Israeli bill 
seeks to 
safeguard 
control of 
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Israel reopened an ultra-
sensitive holy site Sunday 

closed after an attack that killed 
two policemen, but Muslim 
worshippers were refusing 
to enter due to new security 
measures including metal 
detectors and cameras.

Crowds chanted “Allahu 
Akbar” (God is Greatest) as 
a number of initial visitors 
entered Jerusalem’s Haram 
al-Sharif compound, known 
to Jews as the Temple  
Mount.

The flashpoint holy site 

includes the Al-Aqsa mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock.

Calls to prayer rang out 
from Al-Aqsa, but dozens 
of Muslim worshippers held 
midday prayers outside the site 
in protest at the new security 
measures.

Around 150 people gathered 
outside for prayers later in the 
afternoon. Police said some 200 
people entered the compound.

“We reject the changes 
imposed by the Israeli 
government,” Sheikh Omar 
Kiswani, Al-Aqsa director, told 
reporters outside.

“We will not enter through 
these metal detectors.”

Some women wailed and 
cried while telling people not 
to enter.

Waheeb Liftawi, 52, prayed 
inside Al-Aqsa at midday 
without knowing of the calls 
to remain outside. During 
prayers later in the afternoon, 
he prayed outside.

“These things should not 
be put in front of a place of 
worship, a mosque,” he said.

“This is why we refuse this 
or this will become the status 
quo.” (AFP)

Israel reopens holy site, but Muslims refuse to enter

Erdogan threatens to 
‘chop off traitors’ heads’ Jerusalem

Israeli ministers gave initial 
approval Sunday to a bill 

aimed at making it more 
difficult for the government 
to hand the Palestinians 
parts of Jerusalem as part of 
a future peace deal.

The bill, proposed by 
Shuli Moalem-Refaeli of 
the far-right Jewish Home, 
determines that any ceding 
of lands considered by Israel 
to be part of Jerusalem would 
necessitate a two-thirds 
majority vote in parliament.

Members of the ministerial 
committee for legislation 
approved the bill ahead of 
a series of discussions and 
votes in parliament.

Tehran

The younger brother 
of Iranian President 

Hassan Rouhani, Hossein 
Fereydoun, has been arrested 
on financial crime charges, 
the judiciary said yesterday.

“Multiple investigations 
have been conducted 
regarding this person, also 
other people have been 
investigated, some of whom 
are in jail,” deputy judiciary 
chief Gholamhossein 
Mohseni Ejeie said in a 
televised press conference.

“Yesterday, bail was issued 
for him but because he failed 
to secure it he was referred 
to prison,” Ejeie said, adding 
that he would be released if 
he secures bail, pending trial.

Palestinian Muslim worshippers, who refuse to enter Al-Aqsa mosque compound due to 
new security measures by Israeli authorities which include metal detectors and cameras, 
pray near a main entrance to the religious site
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Istanbul

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on 

Saturday threatened to “chop 
off the heads” of traitors, in 
a speech marking the first 
anniversary of the failed coup 
bid that aimed to oust him 
from power.

“First of all we will chop 
off the heads of those 
traitors,” Erdogan told a 
rally in Istanbul, prompting 
cries from the crowds that 
capital punishment should be 
restored in Turkey. 

Reaffirming previous 
comments, he vowed to sign 
any bill passed by parliament 
to restore capital punishment 
in Turkey, a move that would 
effectively end Ankara’s 
European Union membership 
ambitions.

“We are a state governed by 
rule of law. If it comes to me 
after parliament, I will sign 

it,” he said.
Erdogan also said the 

suspects being tried on 
suspicion of involvement in 
the failed coup should wear 
uniform clothing like the 

notorious orange jumpsuits 
used at US military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay.

“I spoke to the prime 
minister and... when they 
appear in court, let’s make 

them appear in uniform suits 
like in Guantanamo,” Erdogan 
said.

A controversy erupted last 
week when one suspect was 
seen going into court with the 

word “hero” in large letters in 
English on a T-shirt.

Erdogan was speaking to 
hundreds of thousands of 
supporters gathered at the 
bridge over the Bosphorus 
that saw some of the fiercest 
fighting on the night of the 
July 15, 2016 attempted coup.

“We paid a price ... but 
there is no price for the 
independence and future we 
obtained in return for that 
sacrifice,” he said, referring to 
the deaths of 249 people at the 
hands of the plotters.

He meanwhile lashed out 
at claims from the opposition 
that the government had 
foreknowledge of the coup 
and let it play out to its own 
advantage in a so-called 
“controlled” putsch. “This is a 
shame, this is an immorality,” 
Erdogan said. “This is a 
disrespect, an insult to our 
people,” he added. (AFP)

Mr President? Erdogan voice message 
surprises Turkey’s mobile users
Istanbul

When making a social 
phone call, you don’t 

expect to hear the voice of the 
head of state.

But mobile phone users in 
Turkey were surprised to hear 
a voice message by President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan when 
placing a call around midnight 
on the anniversary of the 
failed July 15 coup.

After dialling a number, 
instead of hearing a dialtone 
users heard a voice message 
from Erdogan congratulating 
them on the national holiday 
of “democracy and unity” that 
marks the coup’s defeat.

Only after Erdogan’s 
message did the dialtone 
begin.

“As president, I send 
congratulations on the July 15 
National Day of Democracy 
and Unity and wish the 
martyrs mercy and the heroes 
(of the defeat of the coup) 
health and wellbeing,” said the 
message read by Erdogan.

The message could be heard 
on Turkey’s largest network 
Turkcell. The Hurriyet daily 
said it was also heard on the 
Vodafone network.

“People who wanted to 
chat on the telephone got 
an Erdogan surprise...” said 

Hurriyet.
Turkcell had already sent 

text messages to clients 

promising them a free extra 
gigabyte of data from July 15 
in celebration of the coup’s 

defeat.
Users had in the wake of 

the coup bid received text 
messages from Erdogan. But 
this is believed to be the first 
time a voice message has been 
employed. 

“Enough now... you even 
get it on the phone... how can 
there be such an insult, it’s 
like a nightmare,” opposition 
lawmaker Aykut Erdogdu 
wrote on Twitter.

Also just after midnight 
salah prayers from victims of 
the coup bid rang out from 
minarets of 90,000 mosques 
across Turkey, state media 
said. (AFP)

Crowds waving as Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayipp Erdogan speaks a ceremony site on “July 
15 Martyrs Bridge” (Bosphorus Bridge) in Istanbul

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan speaking 
at sunrise during the open-
ing ceremony of the ‘July 
15 Martyrs’ Monument’ at 
the Presidential Complex 
in Ankara


