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Trump losing public support: poll

German fighter jets help Korean 
plane make emergency landing

One dead as blackouts grip 
Chilean capital after rare snowfall

Washington

Public support for 
President Donald Trump 

is dropping, a poll showed 
yesterday, as he faces multiple 
setbacks over his stalled 
agenda and efforts to repeal 
and replace Obamacare.

Nearly six months since he 
took office, Trump is facing a 
declining approval rating that 
has dropped from 42 per cent 
in April to 36pc, according 
to a Washington Post-ABC 
News poll of 1,001 adults. 
Similarly, his disapproval 
rating has jumped five points 

to 58pc.
A total of 48pc of 

respondents said they 
“disapprove strongly” of the 
president’s performance in 
office -- a low threshold never 
reached by ex-presidents Bill 
Clinton and Barack Obama, 
both Democrats, and only 
reached once by George W. 
Bush, during his second term.

And 48 percent also see 
American global leadership 
weakening since Trump 
entered the White House, 
while 27 percent said it is 
stronger.

Berlin

Two German air force 
jets were deployed late 

Saturday to escort and help 
a Korean plane land in 
Stuttgart after it lost contact 
with air traffic controllers.

The Korean Air plane 
with around 200 people was 
flying from Seoul to Zurich 
when communication with 
controllers in southwest 
Germany broke down.

The fighters were sent and 

escorted the plane to Stuttgart 
without incident.

Passengers had to spend 
the night on camp beds in the 
terminal before being driven 
to Zurich in buses yesterday.

Saturday’s interception was 
the second in two days for the 
German air force. On Friday, 
two pilots were sent to help 
an Egyptian plane but the 
communications problems 
were fixed before the fighters 
arrived.

Santiago

One person died and tens 
of thousands were left in 

the dark and shivering in the 
southern hemisphere winter 
following a rare snowfall in 
the Chilean capital Santiago 
on Saturday.

A worker died trying to 
clear ice, while two people 
were injured when they were 
electrocuted by a fallen power 
line, city officials told local 

media.
Children however were 

delighted by the weather, 
and many headed outdoors 
to hurl snowballs and build 
snowmen.

The Office of National 
Emergency (ONEMI) said 
in the morning that some 
250,000 customers were left 
without power in Santiago 
following the heaviest 
snowstorm since 2007.

Kuwait City

French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian held 

talks with top officials in 
Kuwait yesterday in a bid to 
bolster the emirate’s attempts 
to mediate in the Gulf crisis. 

Le Drian met with Kuwaiti 
emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah and Kuwait’s 
foreign minister, state news 
agency KUNA said, for talks 
on the regional rift. 

He said on Saturday that 
Paris wants to assist Kuwait-
led mediation on the crisis 
between Qatar and four other 

Arab states after holding talks 
in Doha and Jeddah.

Le Drian stopped in Qatar 
at the start of a Gulf tour 
aimed at helping defuse the 
crisis.

He later flew to Jeddah for 
talks with Saudi officials.

“France should be a 
facilitator in the mediation” 
led by Kuwait, Le Drian 
told reporters after talks 
with his Qatari counterpart 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani.

Le Drian reiterated the 
same statement in Jeddah.

“France is very concerned 
by the sudden deterioration 
in relations between Qatar 
and many of its neighbours,” 
he said in Doha where he also 
met the emir, Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani.

“France is talking to all 
these countries to help in 
the search for a solution,” 
he said, calling for “dialogue 
and calm” between the Arab 
states concerned.

Le Drian arrived in 
the region after a four-
day mediation mission by 
US Secretary of State Rex 

Tillerson ended on Thursday 
with no announcement of 
progress towards defusing 
mounting tensions in the 
Gulf.

Qatar’s foreign minister 
welcomed France’s support 
for mediation aimed at 
finding a solution “based on 
constructive dialogue... and 
respect of state sovereignty 
and international law”.

“We look forward to 
France’s support of the 
Kuwaiti mediation and 
American efforts,” he  
said. (AFP)

French FM in Kuwait 
for Gulf crisis talks

Tehran

Iranian media have hailed trailblazing Iran-born 
mathematician Maryam Mirzakhani following 

her death from cancer, with her image blazoned 
across newspaper front pages yesterday. 

In some cases newspapers even broke with 
tradition and portrayed Mirzakhani without 
her hair covered by a hijab -- mandatory for 
women in public since the Islamic republic’s 1979 
revolution.

Mirzakhani, the first woman to win the coveted 
Fields Medal, died aged 40 on Saturday in a US 
hospital after the breast cancer she had been 
battling for four years spread to her bone marrow. 

Mirzakhani was born and studied in Iran before 
leaving to pursue her career in the United States. 

When she won the Fields Medal --  the 
equivalent of the Nobel Prize for mathematics -- 
in 2014, newspapers used every means possible to 
avoid showing her hair, including publishing old 
images of her in Iran with covered hair or drawing 
her picture with an improvised head scarf.

Some criticised the move then and yesterday 
many chose to publish Mirzakhani’s picture 
without a hijab -- perhaps easier to justify for 
authorities after her death.

Iran mourns trail-blazing 
female mathematician

A youngster runs at a park after a snowfall in Santiago

The front pages of Iranian newspapers bearing portraits of the top female sci-
entist Maryam Mirzakhani
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