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Prime Minister HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman 

Al Khalifa has expressed full 
confidence in the ability of 
the leaders of the countries 
of the region to safeguard its 
security and stability, and to 
address the challenges it is 
facing, as well as terrorism 
which is aimed at subverting 
the security and stability of its 
peoples.

HRH Premier warned that 
terrorism is development’s 
first enemy and major 
challenge facing it, stressing 
that Bahrain enhances its 

development process and 
counters terrorism.

The Prime Minister 
emphasised that all countries 
should rally together in 
combating terrorism, calling 
for taking firm stances against 
terrorism and its funding, 
as the best means to protect 
countries’ capabilities and 
achievements.

HRH Premier lauded the 
patriotic stances expressed 
by the Bahraini people, 
praising the role played by the 
national press in enlightening 
the public opinion, voicing 
pride in its commendable 
responsible stances aiming 

to ensure the kingdom’s 
interests.

The Prime Minister was 
speaking as he received, at the 
Gudaibiya Palace yesterday, 
Royal Family members, and 
senior state officials, as well 
as intellectual and cultural 
figures, businessmen and 
citizens, with whom he 
tackled a number of domestic 
and international issues.

HRH the Prime Minister 
asserted that the government 
will continue following up 
on development projects, 
stressing that challenges will 
never affect the government’s 
resolve to honour its 

commitment to providing the 
best services for the citizens 
and ensuring decent living for 
them.

Prince Khalifa affirmed 
that the urban boom and the 
advanced real estate projects 
witnessed by the kingdom 
reflect the determination 
of the government and 
the people to overcome all 
challenges in order to ensure 
that Bahrain always remains 
prosperous and a progress 
role model.

HRH Premier expressed 
pride in the Bahraini citizens’ 
keenness on protecting their 
country’s security and stability 

in the midst of the events 
and developments currently 
shaking the region, stressing 
the importance of adhering to 
national unity and cohesion 
among members of society, 
as the best means to maintain 
the nation’s gains.

HRH the Prime Minister 
lauded the role played by 
journalist and columnists 
to foster patriotic feelings 
through their in-depth and 
rational ideas and articles, 
as well as their enlightened 
visions that are aware of 
various challenges.

The Bahraini Press has been 
and will remain a platform to 

enlighten the public opinion 
and encourage it to contribute 
more to efforts to maintain the 
nation’s security and stability, 
in addition to its “vital” role 
in highlighting the citizens’ 
concerns, HRH Premier said.

Those present lauded HRH 
Premier’s Majlis, noting that 
it reflects the outstanding 
leadership-people cohesion 
and interaction.

They also praised the Prime 
Minister’s directives, and 
keenness to interact with the 
citizens and respond to the 
remarks they make, which, 
they said, proves his interest 
in Bahrainis’ daily life issues.
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Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Regulatory Authority 

(TRA) has issued a new 
regulation on critical 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
infrastructure (CTI) risk 
management.

The new regulation follows 
a preliminary study conducted 
in 2015 where it assessed the 
security risks posed on CTI, 
highlighting the extent of the 
potential negative effect these 
security risks could possibly 
have on the prosperity and 
economic well-being of the 
Kingdom, TRA said. 

CTI is essential to the 
maintenance of vital societal 
functions related to health, 
safety, national security, 
economic or social well-being 
of people, and the disruption 
or destruction of which would 
have a significant impact. 

The study also highlighted 
the importance of conducting 

security risk assessments on 
such infrastructures to ensure 
the continued operation of 
telecommunication services.

“This is a major step 
forward for Bahrain as no such 
legislation existed previously 
in the Kingdom, or even the 
region,” said TRA’s Director of 
Cyber Security, Dr. Khalid bin 
Duaij Al Khalifa. 

“With this regulatory 
measure, we can evaluate and 
determine how key telecoms 
infrastructure measures up 

against international cyber 
security best practices and 
address any gaps, in addition to 
ensuring that service providers 
of public telecommunications 
networks take reasonable steps 
to mitigate the rising cyber-
risks associated with the 
use of telecommunications 
devices and services. It’s vital 
to Bahrain’s continuity that 
all participants in the sector 
remain prepared to detect and 
respond to cyber incidents and 
breaches swiftly and effectively, 
and this regulation will enable 
us to facilitate cooperation 
between and amongst licensees 
with all relevant authorities,” 
he added.

The TRA intends to work 
with licensees to make sure 
telecom infrastructure 
is safeguarded and that 
business continuity and 
disaster recovery plans are 
put into place. TRA also aims 
to maintain the essential 
telecommunications services in 

the face of threats, by imposing 
a minimum set of obligations 
on key telecommunications 
infrastructure owners and 
service providers. These 
obligations will introduce 
the necessary resilience and 
emergency planning measures 
required to mitigate the risks 
posed by the rising cyber threats 
critical telecommunications 
networks face on a daily basis.

In addition, TRA will 
establish procedures for the 
reporting of data breaches to 
the Authority. This regulation 
and the work involved will 
assist in the implementation 
of the Fourth National 
Telecommunications Plan 
(NTP4) as part of the TRA’s 
preparedness to manage 
the Security of National 
Electronic Communications 
Networks and Services in 
Bahrain to insure that its 
critical telecommunication 
infrastructures are as secure 
and resilient as possible.
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HRH Premier was also 
given details about 

the Health Ministry’s long-
term care centre for chronic 
diseases in Muharraq, which 
is part of a medical centres’ 
complex, built on the land 
of the Muharraq Maternity 
Hospital. The complex also 
contains a maternity hospital 
and a centre for patients with 
multiple sclerosis, in addition 
to the existing elderly care 
centre.

Funded by the Saudi 
Fund for Development, the 
BD13.87 million facility will 
be put to tender by the end of 
August, and the construction 
will commence in March 
2018. HRH Premier stressed 
the need to expedite the 
implementation of the projects 
as per highest quality levels to 
meet the citizens’ needs.

HRH Premier highlighted 
the government’s keenness on 
implementing development 
projects across the Kingdom to 

upgrade the infrastructure in 
the health, education, housing 
and traffic sectors to ensure 
comfort for the citizens and 
facilitate their life affairs.

HRH Prime Minister 
commended the efforts exerted 
by the Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
Ministry to implement various 
government and service 
projects, in light of its highly 
qualified and distinguished 
national competencies.

Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
Minister extended deepest 
thanks and appreciation to 
HRH the Prime Minister for 
his sound directives aiming at 
achieving good for the nation 
and the citizens.

He asserted the Ministry’s 
keenness on implementing 
development and service 
projects that meet the citizens’ 
aspirations for a robust 
infrastructure that is capable 
of coping with the population 
and urban growth.

PM orders to implement 
infrastructure projects


