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 The ABC/Washington 
Post Poll, even though 
almost 40% is not bad at 
this time, was just about 
the most inaccurate poll 
around election time!
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Bunia, DR Congo 

A US journalist 
kidnapped last week 

by a militia group in DR 
Congo was found safe 
early yesterday, officials 
said, as another source 
said five people had been 
killed in clashes.Lisa 
Dupuy and 11 wardens 
working for the Okapi 
Wildlife Reserve (RFO) -- 
a vast conservation park in 
northeastern DR Congo -- 
were abducted on Friday by 
the Mai-Mai Simba militia 
group,  officials said.

Kidnapped US journalist 
in DR Congo found safe

PM orders to 
implement
infra projects
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Manama

Prime Minister HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin 

Salman Al Khalifa has 
ordered to implement a series 
of infrastructure projects 
including construction of 
a new flyover between the 
two main highways in the 
country. The directives came 
while the Premier received 
Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
Minister Essam Khalaf at the 
Gudaibiya Palace yesterday.

The Premier gave 
instructions to begin the 
implementation of several 
projects, including the 
second phase of the Jasra 
Interchange Project, which 
will ease traffic from Manama 
to Janabiya, Budaiya and 
other towns and villages. 

HRH Prime Minister 
also gave directives to put 
the long-term care centre 
for chronic diseases in 

Muharraq to tender, and 
to revamp the old market 
in Muharraq by building a 
number of traditionally-
designed commercial shops 
with integrated services at 
the site of burnt souq.

Minister Khalaf updated 
HRH Prime Minister on the 
progress of roads and infra 
projects being implemented 
in the Kingdom. 

HRH Premier was 
informed about the second 
phase of the Jasra Interchange 
Development Project 
aiming to ensure smooth 
traffic towards all directions 
through the removal of the 
existing traffic lights.  

HRH Premier was briefed 
about the Old Muharraq 
Souq’s revamp project, 
including a traditionally-
designed building covering 
3255 square metres. 
Containing 31 commercial 
outlets, the project work will 
commence on August 1, and 
last until December 16, 2018.

      (Continued on Page 2 )

A new flyover will soon 
be built between the 

two main highways in the 
Kingdom as instructed 
by the Premier HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa. The Premier 
ordered the construction of 
a direct bridge connecting 
the intersection of Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Salman Highway 
to Shaikh Isa bin Salman 
Highway to facilitate traffic 
for those heading from 
Manama to Isa Town and 
other region, instead of the 
current exit to Isa Town 

from the Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Salman Highway.

The Premier was briefed 
by Works, Municipalities 
Affairs Minister Essam Khalaf 
about the development of 
the intersection between the 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman 
Highway and the Shaikh Isa 
Highway, which includes 
a two-lane bridge that leads 
the traffic coming from the 
north of the Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Salman Highway 
directly to the east of the 
Shaikh Isa bin Salman  
Highway.

Flyover to come up 
on main highway
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Manama

Shura Council members 
yesterday passed the 

draft-law, attached to Decree 
36/2017, on the general state 
budget for the two fiscal years 

2017 and 2018.
The majority of council 

members voted for a report 
issued by the Economic and 
Financial Affairs Committee.

In consistence with the 
decision of the House of 
Representatives, the report 
included 9 matters agreed 

upon between the Legislative 
Authority and the Government.

This includes pumping BD20 
million into the State Treasury by 
Mumtalakat Holding Company, 
increasing pensioners’ bonuses 
to BD250 million, increasing 
the living cost allowances to 
BD233 million, increasing 

the social security amount to 
BD40.4 million, increasing the 
social fund to BD36.8 million, 
increasing the rent allowance 
to BD114 million.

It also includes increasing 
the amount allocated to the 
House of Representatives 
and Shura Council to BD21 

million and BD19.1 million, 
respectively, in addition to 
reducing financial support to 
Gulf Air to BD60 million.

The council’s decision came 
a week after a similar decision 
was taken by the House of 
Representatives to pass the 
draft-law. 

Shura Council passes State Budget bill 

HRH Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa with 
Minister Essam Khalaf at Gudaibiya Palace yesterday


