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Sanaa
Yemenis gathered

yesterday in the rebel-
held capital to witness the
putting to death of a man
convicted of raping and
killing a child, in the second
such public execution in
weeks.

Hussein al-Saket, 22, was
found guilty of abducting,
raping and murdering a four-
year-old girl, who he later
buried, said Rajeh Ezzedine,
a judge who attended the
execution.

Ali Ayedh, the victim’s
uncle, said Saket “took part in
the search for the girl before
being unmasked” during the
police investigation.

He said his
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‘Man executed for rape,\
murder of 4-year-old

execution would act as a
“deterrent for criminals”.

Saket was placed face
down on Tahrir square
in Sanaa, which the Shiite
Huthi rebels have controlled
since 2014.

A policeman shot him
dead through the back with
five bullets aiming for the
heart, before his body was
strung up on the end of a
crane.

On July 31, another man
was executed in the same
square after being convicted
of raping and murdering a
three-year-old girl.

Both executions have been
framed as an example of
the rebels’ efforts to combat
crime in their areas.

J

Egypt opens crossing for
Palestinian pilgrims

Gaza City
gypt reopened its border
with the Gaza Strip

yesterday for the first time
in months to allow pilgrims
from the blockaded Palestinian
enclave to travel to Mecca for
the hajj, authorities said.

“The crossing was reopened
this morning for four days
in one direction for 2,500
pilgrims,” Hisham Adwan,
director of information at
the crossings authority of the
Hamas-run interior ministry,
said.

“About 800 pilgrims will
leave the strip today,” he added,
saying they had all already
received Saudi visas.

The Rafah crossing with
Egypt has been largely closed
in recent years apart from
occasional openings.

Israel has also maintained a
crippling blockade on Gaza for
a decade that it says is necessary
to stop Islamist movement
Hamas, which rules the strip,
from obtaining weapons or
materials that could be used to
make them.

close family and friends.

The daughter of one of Malaysia’s most powerful sultans married
her Dutch fiance Monday in a tradition-filled ceremony during a day
of lavish celebrations witnessed by crowds of excited well-wishers.
Princess Tunku Tun Aminah Sultan Ibrahim, 31, the only daughter of
the Sultan of Johor, tied the knot with Dennis Muhammad Abdullah,
28, capping a romance of over three years. The Dutchman, who has
converted to Islam, and the princess wed according to Muslim Malay
custom at the Serene Hill Palace, the royal family’s residence in the
southern city of Johor Bahru. The private ceremony was attended by
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Hloods

Janakpur
t least 175 people have
died and thousands have

fled their homes as monsoon

floods swept across Nepal,

India and Bangladesh, officials

said yesterday, warning the

toll could rise as the extent of
the damage becomes clear.
Three days of relentless
downpours sparked flash
floods and landslides that
have killed at least 80 people
in Nepal, 73 across northern
and eastern India and 22 in

Bangladesh.
Around 200,000 people
are living in emergency

camps in Assam in northeast
India, which suffers frequent
flooding during the annual
monsoon rains.

Another 15,000 have had
to leave their homes in the
eastern state of Bihar, which
borders Nepal and where one
official said seven rivers were
at danger levels.

Large parts of the state were
submerged in 2008 when a
river burst its banks across the
border in Nepal, with the two
countries trading blame for
the disaster.

All trains to the northeast
have been suspended until
Wednesday, with sections
of the track completely
submerged in water, Indian
railway spokesman Anil
Saxena said.

In Nepal, ariel photos
showed  huge  swathes
of land in the southeast
still underwater Monday
afternoon.

Police said over 48,000
homes have been totally
submerged by the floods
across Nepal’s southern
planes.

As emergency workers
struggled to reach far-
flung areas, the country’s
home ministry said another
36 people were missing,
presumed dead, revising
down an earlier count after
more bodies were found.

The Nepal Red Cross
warned that shortages of
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Indian army soldlers and rescue personnel look for survivors at the side of alandslide along a hlghway roughly 200 ==
kilometres (124 mlles) from Hlmachal Pradesh state capital Shlmla L

safe drinking water and food
could create a humanitarian
crisis in the impoverished
Himalayan country.

“In many parts of the
country there is a scarcity of
safe drinking water creating
a high risk of health hazards,”
spokesman Dibya Raj Poudel
told AFP.

In India, emergency
workers were scouring the
area hit by a massive landslide
that swept two passenger
buses into a deep gorge on
Sunday, killing at least 46
people in the mountainous
northern state of Himachal

Ir;&ién army soldiers evacu‘vylllagers

Koliabor, some 186km from

Pradesh.

In the neighbouring state
of Uttarakhand -- which also
borders Nepal -- three people
were killed in a landslide late
Sunday triggered by heavy
rains, local police official Ajay
Joshi said.

Bangladesh deployed
troops to  shore up
embankments in the north of
the country, where flooding
has killed 22 people.

Local government
administrator Kazi Hasan
Ahmed said up to 700,000
people had been marooned by
flood waters after rivers burst

ahati,

their banks following days of
heavy rain.

“We've not seen such
severe floods in Dinajpur
since 1988,” he said, referring
to the worst-hit district.

“The town protection
embankment was washed
away by flood water,
submerging most of the main
town.”

The government’s Flood
Forecasting and Warning
Centre warned that water
levels in some major rivers
would continue to rise over
the next 72 hours, raising fears
the flooding could spread.




