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San Francisco

Ten students at a San 
Francisco middle school 

were taken by ambulance to 
area hospitals on Tuesday for 
treatment of exposure to an 
unknown substance, possibly 
an illicit drug, that some 
appeared to have ingested, 
emergency and school 
officials said.

Details of the incident at 
James Lick Middle School 
in the city’s Noe Valley 
neighbourhood remained 
sketchy, but fire department 
spokesman Lieutenant 
Jonathan Baxter said none 

of the students’ illnesses were 
life-threatening.

Baxter said in an email 
message to Reuters that 10 
students were treated on 
the scene by emergency 
personnel and “put onto 
ambulances and taken to 
area hospitals.” He offered 
no further details, referring 
queries to school officials.

Ethan Baker, a 
representative for the city 
Emergency Management 
Department, said the 
substance in question was 
possibly an illicit drug. 
(Reuters)

Bangkok

The once-pristine Thai bay 
which became a tourist 

magnet after the 2000 movie 
“The Beach” will be closed 
to boats for several months 
to prevent further damage 
to its coral, an official said 
yesterday.

Hordes of tourists flock 
daily to Maya Bay on Koh 
Phi Phi Ley for selfies in front 
of the famed limestone cliffs 
and blue waters, leading to 
complaints of environmental 
damage to the water and 
sand.

But the picture-postcard 
beach of the Leonardo 
DiCaprio film will be 

closed to boats from June 
to September this year, 
Worapoj Lomlim of the Phi 
Phi islands National Parks 
told AFP.

“For around 20 years the 
bay has welcomed boats to 
moor in front of the beach... 
but their engines have 
damaged coral reefs and 
caused problems with the 
sand,” he said.

“Overcrowded tourist 
boats have also blocked 
the view,” he added, 
saying tourists will still be 
able to reach the beach by 
foot from an adjacent bay 
where boats can park.  
(AFP)

Johannesburg 

The ANC yesterday 
unveiled plans to sack 

South African President Jacob 
Zuma via a parliamentary 
no-confidence vote, hours 
after armed police raided the 
luxury home of his friends the 
Gupta brothers, investigating 
corruption allegations.

The raid marked a dramatic 
escalation in the pressure 
on Zuma and the political 
faction around him accused 
of milking state resources for 
their own ends. Zuma, 75, 
denies any wrongdoing and 
it remains unclear whether 
he will throw in the towel or 
dig in deeper.

However, with the 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) backing 
an opposit ion-led 
no-confidence motion likely 
to be heard on Thursday, 
Zuma appears to have run 
out of road after nine years in 
office dogged by scandal and 
economic stagnation.

ANC chief whip Jackson 
Mthembu said Deputy 
President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
whose election as head 
of the ANC in December 
marked the beginning of 
the end of Zuma’s tenure, 
could be sworn in as head 
of state as early as Friday.  
(Reuters)

Do you think South African 
President Jacob Zuma 
would resign before being 
sacked by his own party?

San Francisco school students 
sickened by mystery substance

Once-pristine Thai bay from 
‘The Beach’ to close to boats

40 dead in Bolivian 
carnival festivities 
At least 40 people died and 
over 100 were injured in 
Bolivia during the carnival 
weekend due to car accidents, 
homicides and flooding.

Denmark’s Prince Henrik, 
the husband of Queen 
Margrethe II, has died, the 
palace has announced. 
Henrik was 83.

At least 21 illegal immi-
grants of different African 
nationalities were killed 
when a truck carrying them 
crashed in northern Libya on 
Wednesday.

The Taliban said it will wel-
come talks with the US 
and urged people to pres-
surize Washington to bring 
an end to the invasion of 
Afghanistan.

Denmark’s Prince 
Henrik dead

21 immigrants 
killed in Libya 

Taliban reaches out 
with offer of talks

“It will be up to the president 
to decide when he feels it’s 
time and he’s ready to put 
the Middle East peace plan 
forward. I will say it’s fairly 
well advanced.” 

-Rex Tillerson
US Secretary of State 

Yes               No              Cant Say

S.African MPs set to finally 
oust Zuma Thursday: ANC

Washington

A shooting erupted 
yesterday outside the 

suburban Washington 
headquarters of the National 
Security Agency, a secretive 
intelligence organization 
responsible for global US 
electronic eavesdropping, 
leaving at least one person 
injured, officials said.

NBC News aired aerial 
images of what appeared to 
be police surrounding a man 
on the ground in handcuffs 
outside the NSA facility in 
Fort Meade, Maryland.

A black SUV appeared to 
have crashed into a concrete 
barrier surrounding the 
site, and bullet holes were 
visible in the vehicle’s front 
windows.

“We can confirm there 
has been one person injured 
and we don’t know how the 
injuries occurred,” an NSA 
spokesman told AFP.

The local ABC affiliate 
put the number of injured at 
three and said a suspect was 
arrested.

The NSA said the situation 
was under control, advising 
motorists that a highway 
leading to the complex was 
closed in both direction “due 
to a police investigation.”

“The president has been 
briefed on the shooting at 
Ft. Meade,” the White House 
said in a statement. “Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with everyone that has been 
affected.”

A law enforcement source 

said the FBI’s Baltimore 
office was handling the 
investigation but it was “too 
soon to tell” whether it was 
an attack.

They are “still trying to 
ascertain the facts,” the 
source said.

Known as the “Puzzle 
Palace,” the NSA is the 
nerve center for US 
electronic espionage as 
well as the main protector 
of US communications and 
information systems from 
cyber attack.

The agency was thrust into 
the spotlight in 2013 when 
former contractor Edward 
Snowden leaked details of its 
global surveillance programs, 
including its collection of 
data on Americans. (AFP)

Gunfire 
reported 
outside NSA 
headquarters

Leaping elk brings down 
low-flying helicopter
Salt Lake City

An elk leapt into a research 
helicopter that was trying 

to capture it and brought down 
the helicopter in a collision that 
also killed the elk, authorities 
said Tuesday.

The elk jumped into the 
chopper’s tail rotor as the 
aircraft flew about three 
metres above ground in a 
mountainous part of eastern 
Utah, with its crew trying to 
drop a net on the elk, said Jared 
Rigby of the Wasatch County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The two people on board 
weren’t seriously hurt, but the 
elk died of its injuries Monday 
afternoon. The state-contracted 
Texas-based crew was trying 

to capture and sedate the elk 
and give it a tracking collar to 
research its movements in the 
area about 145km east of Salt 
Lake City. (AP)

The National Security Agency (NSA) headquarters is 
located outside Washington in Fort Meade, Maryland 

A research helicop-
ter is seen after it 
was brought down 
by a leaping elk in 
the mountains of 
eastern Utah

A longboat docked on the beach in Thailand


