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Geneva  

The Iraqi city of Mosul 
will remain strewn with 

unexploded bombs for a 
decade, endangering a million 
or more civilians who want 
to return home following 
the end of three years of 
Islamic State occupation, a 
U.N. demining expert said on 
Wednesday.

Pehr Lodhammar, a 
senior programme manager 
at the U.N. Mine Action 
Service (UNMAS) said the 
destruction of Mosul had 
left an estimated 11 million 
tonnes of debris and two-
thirds of the explosive 
hazards were thought to be 
buried under the rubble.

“We estimate that it’s 

going to be over a decade 
until western Mosul has 
been cleared. The density 
and the complexity will not 
allow this clearance to be 
completed within months 
or even within years,” he 
told a news conference in  
Geneva.

“We see air-dropped 
ammunition, 500-pound 

bombs that were dropped, 
that go 15 metres into the 
ground or even further. Just 
getting one of those pieces 
out is a matter of days and 
sometimes weeks.”

Last year, UNMAS 
removed 45,000 explosive 
hazards and 750 improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) 
across Iraq, including over 

25,000 in western Mosul 
alone. Other areas such as 
Falluja and Sinjar also need 
more de-mining help.

Last week de-miners 
discovered an IS factory for 
manufacturing improvised 
explosive devices littered 
with mortar rounds, artillery 
ammunition, hand grenades, 
rockets and 250,000 

electronic components.
“It basically looked as if 

there had been a tornado 
going through an electronic 
store,” Lodhammar said.

Clearing buildings such 
as the main western Mosul 
hospital, formerly an IS 
headquarters site, was vital 
for restoring services for 
citizens. (Reuters)

‘Bombs will litter 
Mosul for more 
than a decade’

Southwest sued by Arabic 
speaker removed from plane
Los Angeles

Southwest Airlines Co was sued on 
Tuesday by an American citizen 

who came to the United States as 
an Iraqi refugee, and said he was 
removed from a California flight after 
another passenger became unnerved 
upon hearing him speak in Arabic. 
Khairuldeen Makhzoomi said he is 
seeking compensatory and punitive 
damages for civil rights violations, 
discrimination and emotional distress 
stemming from the “Islamophobia” 
underlying the April 6, 2016 incident, 
which began as he awaited takeoff to 
Oakland from Los Angeles.

Southwest had no immediate 
comment. The complaint was filed with 

the U.S. District Court in San Francisco.
Makhzoomi said he had been seated 

and talking with his uncle by phone, 
after attending a dinner featuring 
United Nations Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon, when two police officers and 
Southwest employee Shoaib Ahmed 
removed him from the plane.

The plaintiff, then a 26-year-old 
public policy student at the University 
of California at Berkeley, said he was 
“singled out” by the Dallas-based 
carrier for speaking in Arabic, though 
he was doing nothing wrong and was 
not a security threat.

He also said Ahmed, who is also a 
defendant, admonished him by saying, 
“Why are you talking in Arabic? 

You know the environment is very 
dangerous.”

Makhzoomi said he was released by 
local law enforcement and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation after hours 
of questioning and being “invasively 
searched,” but that Southwest refused 
to rebook him, and instead refunded 
his ticket. He later flew home on Delta 
Air Lines.

“Southwest was and is well 
aware of the prevalent stereotypes 
and sentiments associated with 
Islamophobia,” the complaint said, 
“and knew or should have known that 
they cannot simply remove Arabic 
speaking passengers without having a 
valid reason or concern.” (Reuters)

Funding for Nasa’s 
quiet supersonic 
craft approved

Washington

A new generation of quiet 
supersonic aircraft has moved 

a step closer to reality after Donald 
Trump gave the go-ahead to plans 
for a quiet ‘Son of Concorde’.

The plane, proposed by Nasa, 
is dubbed the Quiet Supersonic 
Transport (QueSST) low-boom 
flight demonstrator.

It aims to cut out the noisy sonic 
booms that echoed above cities in 
the era of Concorde, while travelling 
at speeds of 1,100mph (Mach 1.4 / 
1,700 km/h).

QueSST will make its first flight 
in 2021 if production goes according 
to plan and could one day halve 
travel times from London to New 
York to just three hours.

Nasa’s vision has been 
approved In the latest proposed 
US budget released by the Office 
Of Management And Budget In 
Washington, DC.

The space agency was awarded 
$19.9 billion (£14.3bn) for the next 
year, $500 million (£360m) more 
than the previous year.

It is not known what proportion 
of this will be spent on the 
supersonic aircraft project. 

QueSST is the latest addition 
to the X-series of experimental 
aircraft and rockets, used to test 
and evaluate new technologies and 

aerodynamic concepts.
Their X designation indicates 

their research mission status within 
the US system of aircraft naming.

This all dates back to Chuck 
Yeager’s sound-barrier-breaking 
craft, the X-1, a rocket engine–
powered aircraft, designed and built 
in 1945, that achieved a speed of 
nearly 1,000 miles per hour (1,600 
kmh) in 1948.

QueSST will be used as a test bed 
for technologies that could make 
their way into commercial planes.

Writing in the budget, its authors 
said: ‘The Budget fully funds the 
Low-Boom Flight Demonstrator, an 
experimental supersonic airplane 
that would make its first flight in 
2021. 

‘This “X-plane” would open a 
new market for US companies to 
build faster commercial airliners, 
creating jobs and cutting cross-
country flight times in half. ‘

In June 2017, Nasa announced 
that it planned to begin work on the 
supersonic X-plane as early as 2018.

Lockheed Martin has been 
working on the preliminary 
design, with hopes to move on 
to build the demonstrator, but 
NASA also opened the door for 
other companies to submit 
their own designs as well.  
(MailOnline)

Southwest Boeing 737 at Los Angeles International Airport

A NASA rendering shows an early vision of what the quiet supersonic 
X-plane might look like.

Destroyed building from previous clashes are seen in Mosul
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Netanyahu rejects 
calls to resign 
Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 

rejected calls to step down 
yesterday after police 
recommended his indictment 
for corruption, the biggest 
challenge yet to the right-wing 
premier’s long tenure in power.

Netanyahu again came out 
swinging yesterday morning, 
harshly criticising the police 
investigation against him 
while making clear he has no 
intention of resigning.

His governing coalition, 
seen as the most right-wing 
in Israeli history, appears firm 

for now, but reactions from 
key members in the coming 
days will be watched closely for 
signs of fissures.

“I can reassure you that the 
coalition is stable,” Netanyahu 
said at an event in Tel Aviv.

“Neither me nor anyone else 
has plans for elections. We’re 
going to continue to work 
together for the good of Israeli 
citizens until the end of the 
term.”

Netanyahu, prime minister 
for a total of nearly 12 years, 
also harshly denounced the 
police recommendations 
against him as “full of holes, 
like Swiss cheese.”

He said the police report 
“misleads” and is “contrary to 
the truth and logic.”

Police recommended on 
Tuesday that he be indicted 
for bribery, fraud and breach 
of public trust after a long-
running investigation.

The attorney general must 
now decide how to move 

forward with the case, a process 
that could take months.

A prime minister facing such 
police recommendations or 
who has been formally charged 
is not obliged to resign.

As it became clear police were 
to issue the recommendations 
on Tuesday night, Netanyahu 
gave a televised address to 
the nation, proclaiming his 
innocence and criticising the 
police. 

Avi Gabbay, leader of the 
opposition Labour party, said 
the “Netanyahu era is over” 
and called on him to step down.

“He is unworthy to continue 
to be minister of Israel. It’s 
very simple,” Gabbay said in a 
video interview with the Ynet 
news site.

Tzipi Livni, part of the 
main opposition Zionist 
Union alliance that also 
includes Labour, criticised 
what she called a campaign 
to undermine the police.  
(AFP) 

First aid convoy 
enters Syria’s 
rebel enclave: UN

Beirut  

The first aid convoy since 
November entered the 

Syrian rebel enclave of Eastern 
Ghouta Monday, the UN said, 
after intensive bombardment 
by the army killed more than 
250 civilians last week.

“First UN and Syrian Red 
Crescent inter-agency convoy 
this year crossed conflict 
lines to Nashabieh in Eastern 
Ghouta to deliver food, health 
and nutrition supplies for 7,200 
people in the besieged enclave,” 
the UN humanitarian affairs 
office said.

Some 400,000 people live in 
the enclave outside Damascus 

where they have been under 
siege by the army since 
2013, facing severe food and 
medicine shortages.

The UN Security Council is 
considering a draft resolution 
demanding a 30-day ceasefire 
in Syria to allow for urgent 
deliveries of humanitarian  
aid.

Sweden and Kuwait 
presented the draft, which 
would also demands an 
immediate end to sieges, 
including on Eastern Ghouta, 
after regime ally Russia last 
week rejected as “not realistic” 
a similar appeal by UN aid 
officials. (AFP) 

A first aid convoy this year has entered the besieged Syrian 
rebel enclave of Eastern Ghouta, which last week came under 
an intense five-day bombardment by the army that killed 
more than 250 civilians

Israelis take part in a demonstration titled the “March of 
Shame”, as they protest against alleged corruption in Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government in Tel Aviv


