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The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs yesterday rejected 

the allegations of an Amnesty 
International report on 
human rights situation in the 
Kingdom, saying what it called 
“suppression of opposition”  as 
false. 

“The country exerts 
utmost efforts to promote 
and protect human rights in 
spite of external interference 
in its affairs and sovereignty, 
sectarian and extremist 
dangers, regional conflicts 
and intolerance,” the Ministry 
said in a report entitled “The 
Legal protection of Human 
Rights - Achievements and 
Challenges”. Amnesty’s 
accusation of “suppression of 

the opposition” contained false 
allegations and interpretations, 
the Ministry said in the 
report, harshly criticising 
the erroneous methodology 
adopted by Amnesty to 
prepare their report.

The Ministry said that 
Amnesty did not even mention 
its method of verifying the 
credibility of its sources, and 
the objective indicators it had 
set for itself in reading media 
reports or other references.  
“Amnesty as a human rights 

organization should review 
with the authorities concerned 
the information rather than 
level false allegations based on 
false information from vague 
sources,” the Ministry said.

“It would be detrimental to 
the Organization to adopt its 
report as a method that deviates 
from a careful human rights 
concern,” said the Ministry, 
harshly criticising the Amnesty 
report. The Ministry said that 
the Kingdom recognizes the 
process of promoting respect 

for and protection of human 
rights, a process that is free of 
challenges and difficulties. 

“Bahrain seeks, in 
accordance with the law, to 
confront and deal with these 
acts while safeguarding human 
rights by providing national 
protection mechanisms that 
monitor the respect of national 
laws and institutions without 
prejudice to individual rights 
in social, political and civil 
rights,” the Ministry said.

     (Continued on Page3)
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Celebrate National Day with 
a National Treasure!

NATIONAL DAY
EVENTS LINEUP!  

A BEAUTIFUL & TANTALIZING 
ADIEU TO 2017 
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Numerous Celebrations - 
One Destination 

SHERATON’S CELEBRATORY
TUNES STAND OUT !
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W. Congratulations on the screening of the film. 
How is Grain of Sand important to Bahrain’s 
cultural stance?
Jason: It is a unique documentary centred around the music of 
the Bahraini and Emirati pearl divers and the collaborative journey 
of a group of folk musicians from Muharraq. Grain of Sand is not 
only a film detailing the largely undocumented music of the pearl 
divers but is also a window into the world of warmth, openness and 
generosity of the Khaleeji people.  

W.How did you decide to enter your film for the 
DIFF?
Jason: DIFF have actually been following the programme since 
inception. Every year they have asked me if the film is ready, and 
still, this year, it was touch and go as to whether the film would 
be ready or not.  I was too late to enter Grain of Sand for the DIFF 
competition but still, it was great to have the world premiere at DIFF. 

W.How was the feeling when you reached the 
festival?
Jason: It was a bit surreal as this is my first film.  Usually, as 
a performer, I would be performing live, so it was odd to have 
something I had worked on for many months, to be shown publicly 
like this. But it all made sense when the film was shown, and all the 
stories and ideas suddenly became relevant. 

How often do we hear the phrase- good things come to 
those who wait? Probably a lot, and while it doesn’t always 
give a motivational boost, when we actually see success 
stories of those who worked hard and eventually got the 

results, we know things take time, but they do happen!

Bahrain-based filmmaker Jason Carter saw his hard work finally 
paying off when his documentary ‘Grain of Sand’ was finally 
screened in front of a massive audience at the Dubai International 
Film Festival (DIFF) recently. Mesmerised by the music of a group 
of pearl divers at Dar Al Muharraq, during his trip to Bahrain in 
1999, the British guitarist found the vocals and tunes beautiful and 
this experience stayed with him since then, and led to something 
amazing.  

Saying in the beginning of his film that he went looking for the last 
pearl divers of Bahrain but was too late, Jason says his project 
became personal along the way. In a world that seems increasingly, 
‘Grain of Sand’ comes forth as an antidote to the current sense of 
unbalance. As Jason puts ‘the film shows quite simply, if you wish 
to reach out to another person, another culture, then you can.’

Speaking to Weekender after the premiere the film, Jason shared 
interesting insights on the search, the birth and what will the film’s 
recognition lead to next.  

W. How was the response to the screening?
Jason: The response was fantastic. The setting was awesome as it 
was outside at the Beach. So it was great to sit outside with about 
300 people and watch the film. The musicians from Bahrain came to 
Dubai with me to give a live performance after the film, which gave 
the audience a real taste of this rare music.  

W. How will the film’s recognition give a major 
boost to Bahrain’s heritage significance?
Jason: This music is a sub culture in Bahrain, so to take this abroad 
and to perform these Fijeri songs to a totally new audience is only 
good for Bahrain. Bahrain is so different than other countries in 
the region as it’s cultural and heritage is more tangible and I love 
living here. Also, there is so much negative press coming from the 
Middle East, it is time for an alternative story, a story of hope and 
connection.  

W. What are your future plans after the response 
your movie got? 
Jason: I would like to travel the world with this film and be present 
for discussions based upon the themes of cultural identity and 
intercultural dialogue. I have ideas for a new film involving the same 
musicians but will start thinking about this sometime in spring 
2018. First - a well needed rest!  
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His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al-Khalifa 

has issued a decree (77 of 
2017) establishing the 
High Committee for the 
Development of Hawar 
Islands. Supreme Council for 
the Environment President 
His Highness Shaikh Abdulla 
bin Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa 
will chair the panel with  
members from ministries, 
business  community and the 
EDB.

allegations
No arbitrary 
detention in 
Kingdom
With regards to Amnesty 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l ’ s 
recommendations on freedom 
of expression and arbitrary 
detention, the Ministry said 
that the Public Prosecution 
of the Kingdom performs its 
duties with full objectivity 
and in full compliance with 
the provisions of the law. No 
one is accused for exercising 
political activity established 
by the Constitution and 
the law, unless an offense is 
expressly committed by law. 

The Ministry confirmed 
that after examining the legal 
status of the prisoners referred 
to in the report, it was found 
that they had been convicted 
under final judicial rulings 
in criminal cases unrelated 
to human rights and after a 
trial that met all standards of 
justice and transparency. 

O n  A m n e s t y ’ s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n , 
“Immediately stop 
harassment and targeting of 
human rights defenders,” the 
report contained general and 
ambiguous terms that were 
not specific to the Ministry 
so that the Ministry could 
respond. The Ministry 
explained that legal means 
have been provided to ensure 
criminal and disciplinary 
accountability for those 
charged with committing 
acts of torture or cruel or 
degrading treatment. The 
Public Prosecution of Bahrain 
has affirmed its keenness 
to confront these facts as 
provided by the law and to 
conduct them in criminal 
liability, extending to the 
determination of disciplinary 
responsibility.

‘Suppression of opposition’ not true

Kingdom respects human rights

false: Govt
Amnesty’s


