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Fear gripped millions of pilgrims 
visiting Karbala City when the 

powerful 7.3 magnitude earthquake 
hit the northern parts of Iraq on 
Sunday night.

Among the pilgrims in the city 
were Bahraini visitors who came to 
perform the annual religious rites.

A Bahraini visitor shared with DT 
News the horrifying moments when 
the earth shook beneath their feet.

Dr. Mohammed Al Showaikh, a 
Bahraini dentist, was walking into 
the elevator inside one of Baghdad’s 
hotels when “the entire building 
began shaking aggressively”.

“I didn’t realise what was happening 
as I have never experienced an 
earthquake before my life. There were 
no alerts by the authorities. I couldn’t 
stand properly but I maintained my 
composure for a couple of seconds. 
I only panicked when I saw everyone 
in the building rushing to the exit 
and that’s when I ran out with them 
without any senses,” Dr. Al Showaikh 

told DT News.
He continued, “Everyone gathered 

in the middle of the road, frightfully 
wondering what was happening. It 
was chaotic. Children were crying, 
women were screaming and elderly 

people couldn’t stand still. We feared 
that the buildings may tumble down 
on us.”

Dr. Al Showaikh said he personally 
thought that the tremor was caused by 
an explosion, as he survived a terrorist 

bombing in Iraq during a previous 
visit.

“I’m keen on annually attending 
the rituals here in Karbala. Last year 
me and my friends survived a deadly 
terrorist attack as we were close to a 
petrol station where a booby-trapped 
tanker truck was detonated. The way 
the buildings were shaking on Sunday 
reminded me of last year’s incident,” 
Dr. Al Showaikh recalled, adding that 
they later knew from online news sites 
about the earthquake in the northern 
parts of the country.

He also said that “people stayed in 
the middle of the road for at least half 
an hour fearing that the earthquake 
may repeat”.

Dr. Al Sowaikh confirmed that he 
and the accompanying 60 Bahraini 
pilgrims were not affected by the 
tremor.

He added, “We were all physically 
safe. Some were panicking for a while, 
but we were eventually reassured. 
The power and telecommunication 
networks were working fine, and 
the buildings remained in one piece 
without collapsing, unlike other less 
fortunate areas in the country.”   
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A Bahraini citizen was 
killed and six others were 

injured in a horrific traffic 
accident in Khafji area near the 
Saudi-Kuwaiti border in Iraq 
yesterday.

DT News has learnt that 
the deceased was identified as 
Mohammed Ali Matrook, 45, 
from Al Musalla village. He 
is survived by wife and two 
children. Matrook’s father 
and younger brother walked 
out of the accident with minor 
injuries.  The accident took 
place when the seven men were 
returning from a pilgrimage 
trip to Karbala. Sources 
confirmed that “they hired an 
Iraqi driver to transport them 
to the Iraqi-Kuwaiti borders”.

“The driver snoozed while 
driving on the freeway in 
Samawa City, 280 kilometres 
southeast of Baghdad, en-route 
to Safwan exit on the Kuwaiti 
borders. The car overturned 
multiple times at high speed,” 
the source added.

The Bahraini Consulate 
General in Najaf confirmed 
that the six injured men were 
taken to a local hospital and 
their condition is stable, as they 
sustained minor injuries.

The consulate also said 
that the Iraqi driver survived 
the accident and that it’s (the 
consulate) is following up on 
the formalities with the Iraqi 
authorities. Hundreds of 
Bahrainis visit Iraq to perform 
a pilgrimage known as the 
“Arbaeen visit” during this 

time of the year, as part of the 
Ashoora commemorations.

Matrook is the third Bahraini 
citizen to die in this year’s 
pilgrimage. DT News reported 
last week that Ahmed Al 

Shabbaq, 14, died in a traffic 
accident last Tuesday while on 
the way to Iraq to perform the 
religious visit. Dr. Ali Hilal also 
died in Karbala on Thursday 
due to a heart attack.  
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All Bahraini citizens in Iraq 
are safe and no one were 

reported injured in the earthquake 
that hit Iraq, Bahrain Embassy 
in Iraq said in a statement 
yesterday. The embassy tweeted 
that it’s communicating with all 
Bahraini citizens in Iraq and that 
“no one were reported injured” 
in the incident.  The embassy’s 
building and staff members were 
not affected by the earthquake, it 
said.The embassy has called upon 
citizens to call 07801970008 and 
07814256980 for assistance in 
case of emergencies.

“The embassy is continuously 
communicating with Bahraini 
citizens in Iraq to be assured 
about their conditions,” the 
statement read.

A screen grab  of the video taken by Dr. Al Showaikh, depicting the chaotic scene
 in the streets when the quake hit Bagdad on Sunday


