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Lima

Th e  T h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Olympic Committee 
named Paris and Los 
Angeles as hosts for 
the 2024 and 2028 
Olympics yesterday, 
crowning two cities 
at the same time in 
a historic first for 
the embattled sports 
body.

Loud applause 
rang out at the Lima 
Convention Centre 
shortly after the IOC membership 
voted to approve a deal hashed out 
in July which arranged for Paris to be 

given 2024 and Los 
Angeles 2028.

Paris and Los 
Angeles bid leaders 
joined International 
Olympic Committee 
President Thomas 
Bach on stage 
as the award 
was confirmed, 
embracing after an 
outcome hailed as 
a “win-win-win” by 
the IOC.

Both Paris and 
Los Angeles made 

final presentations to IOC delegates 
before the formality of the rubber-
stamp vote was taken.

Olympics: Paris and Los 
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Manama

Bahrain Olympic 
Committee (BOC) 

board member and 
Women’s Sport Committee 
chairwoman Shaikha 
Hayat bint Abdulaziz Al 
Khalifa will chair the GCC 
Women’s Committee of 
the Union of Arab National 
Olympic Committees in 
Sharjah on Saturday.

Shaikha Hayat will 
be joined by BOC Arab 
Relations head Mohammed 
Al Zayed and will first travel to Sharjah today for the 
preparatory meeting for the Arab Women’s Clubs 
Tournament organised by Sharjah Ladies Club in 
February, 2018.

Shaikha Hayat 

Shaikha Hayat to chair 
sport panel meeting
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The main themes of 
discussions at the qualifying 

course in sport professionalism 
system, to be held in Bahrain 
from September 16, have 
been approved. Organised by 
the Union of Arab National 
Olympic Committees’ Arab 
Sport Pioneers Association and 
supported by the BOC, this 
week-long course will be held at 
the S Hotel in the Seef area. 

General coordinator Ali 
Radi said a group of elite Arab 
instructors will be present to 
hold discussions related to sport 
professionalism.

London

Arsenal striker Olivier 
Giroud admitted on 

Wednesday that he came 
close to leaving the club in the 
close season before deciding 
to stay because his “story is 
not over”.

The France international 
has fallen behind club-record 
signing and compatriot 
Alexandre Lacazette in the 
pecking order this season but 
has come off the bench in all 
of the Gunners’ games so far 
this season.

Danny Welbeck also 
appears to be ahead of Giroud 
in the manager’s thoughts, 
but the 30-year-old is likely to 
get a rare chance to impress 

from the start in Thursday’s 
Europa League clash with 
Cologne.

Manager Arsene Wenger 
will make a number of 
changes as Arsenal play in 
the competition for the first 
time in 17 years, with Giroud 
expected to be one of several 
alterations.

The forward, who scored 
a late winner in the opening-
day Premier League victory 
against Leicester City, has 
struggled to hold down a 
regular first-team place at 
the Emirates Stadium and 
admitted he nearly quit 
over the summer having 
been linked with the likes 
of Everton and West Ham 

United. Asked how close 
he came to leaving Arsenal, 
Giroud told reporters at the 
club’s training base north of 
London: “Actually that’s a 
very private decision because 
it’s true that I was close to 
leaving the club because I said 
that I wanted to play.

“But after a big reflection 
with everybody around me, 
like my family and my close 
friends, I (decided I) wanted to 
stay at Arsenal and I thought 
the story was not over, (not) 
finished at Arsenal.

“The club bring me a lot 
and I think I give it back. I 
still want to improve again 
and again and win some more 
trophies for the club, so as 

I said to the boss our story 
is not finished, so everybody 
was pleased with that.”

Wenger has always 
maintained his desire to keep 
Giroud -- who has 99 goals for 
the club -- at Arsenal and was 
full of praise for the striker 
on the eve of the Cologne  
clash.

“I have said many times 
that his contribution has been 
huge,” he said.

“He has had a great 
evolution here and overall 
(his) contribution has been 
tremendous, and I think he 
has shown a very loyal spirit 
and has a high respect from 
everybody inside the club, as 
well as (from) our fans.”

‘I nearly 
quit 

Arsenal’, 
admits 
Giroud

Lahore

Sri Lanka all-rounder 
Thisara Perera hit 

a towering six off the 
penultimate ball to steer the 
World XI to a thrilling seven-
wicket win over Pakistan 
in the second Twenty20 
Wednesday.

Perera made a whirlwind 
19-ball 47 not out with five 
sixes, while Hashim Amla 
finished not out 72 off 55 
balls to help the World XI 
overhaul a 175-run target 
and level the three-match 
series 1-1 before a packed 
Gaddafi stadium in Lahore.

That left the series 
intriguingly placed with the 
final match on Friday, also 
in Lahore.

Pakistan had registered 
a 20-run win in 
Tuesday’s first match, 
which marked the return 
of international cricket to 
Pakistan.

Left-hander Perera went 
on a rampage as the visitors 
needed 33 off the last two overs, 
s m a s h i n g two 
sixes off the 
19th over 
bowled by 

Sohail Khan before sealing 
the match in the last over.

Amla, who scored his 
seventh international 
Twenty20 half-century, was 
the steadier of the two, with 
two sixes and five fours as 
he helped Perera add 69 runs 
for the fourth wicket off just 
35 balls.

That partnership lifted 
the World XI after they 
lost Tamim Iqbal (23), Tim 
Paine (10) and skipper Faf du 
Plessis (20).

“It was a very happy day,” 
said Perera. “Hash (Amla) 
told me to stay till the last 
moment because we can 
catch up. I listened to him 
and we did really well. 

“It’s a habit for me to be 
in the situation like this. This 
is a dream come true for me 

playing in this World XI. 
Thanks to Pakistan’s fans 

for coming out in good 
numbers.”

Pakistan captain 
Sarfraz Ahmed 

gave credit to 
the visitors. 
(AFP)

Amla, Perera lead 
World XI T20 win 

over Pakistan

Los Angeles

Maria Sharapova muses 
on her long, lopsided 

rivalry with Serena Williams 
in a new autobiography 
released on Tuesday and 
how she believes a locker 
room moment fueled the 
American’s drive to dominate 
her. In her new book, 
“Unstoppable: My Life So 
Far,” Sharapova says it was not 
only her victory, but the fact 
that she overheard Williams 
weeping afterwards in the 
locker room that ensured the 
American would always find 
a way to elevate her game in 
their future contests.

Sharapova’s 
new book

World XI batsman Hashim Amla plays a shot


