
z #PollToday 

For more, catch us 
online at: 
www.newsofbahrain.com

/nobonline
/newsofbahrain

Thursday, September 14, 2017 21

Washington

The US Justice 
Department has asked 

Russian broadcaster RT 
to register its American 
operations as a “foreign 
agent,” putting fresh pressure 
on a major media group 
that Washington regards as 
Moscow’s propaganda arm.

RT said late Monday that 
the company that supplies all 
the services for its RT America 
channel was told by the DOJ 
in a letter that it is obligated 

to register under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act, an 
act aimed at lobbyists and 
lawyers representing foreign 
political interests.

RT is “consulting with our 
lawyers and are reviewing the 
request,” the broadcaster’s 
spokeswoman Anna Belkina 
said on Tuesday.

On its website, RT editor-
in-chief Margarita Simonyan 
condemned the move as part 
of a US “war” on Russian 
media.

Seoul

North Korea’s latest 
nuclear test probably 

had a yield of 250 kilotons, 
a US monitoring group said 
yesterday -- much higher 
than official estimates.

Pyongyang conducted 
its sixth and largest nuclear 
test last week -- saying 
it was a hydrogen bomb 
that could be fitted into 
a missile -- prompting 
global condemnation 
and heightening tensions 
over its weapons  
ambitions.

The US Geological Service 
put the magnitude of the 

resulting earthquake at 6.3, 
and the Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
Organisation (CTBTO) and 
Norwegian agency NORSAR 
had raised their initial figures 
to 6.1.

As a result, the respected 
US website 38 North, which 
is linked to Johns Hopkins 
University, said it was raising 
its estimate for the yield of 
the blast to “roughly 250 
kilotons”.

The figure is more than 
16 times the size of the 
15-kiloton US bomb that 
destroyed Hiroshima in 
1945.

“In the case of Iran, it’s not only 
merely terror, it’s also the quest for 
nuclear weapons that concerns us 
and should concern the entire inter-
national community. This is a bad 
deal -- either fix it or cancel it. “

12 terror attacks foiled 
in France this year

Authorities searching for a 
nine-year-old girl who went 
missing from a wedding in 
the French Alps plan to scale 
back their efforts, having 
found no sign of her.

Twelve terror plots have 
been thwarted in France 
since the start of the year, 
Interior Minister Gerard 
Collomb said, warning that 
the threat remains “strong”.

Three astronauts reach 
ISS for five-month mission
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Baikonur

Two US astronauts and 
a Russian cosmonaut 

docked at the International 
Space Station for a five 
month mission yesterday 
following a night-time 
launch from the Baikonur 
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.

Russia’s Roscosmos 
space agency said that the 
Soyuz MS-06 spacecraft 
“successfully docked” at 
the ISS at 0255 GMT in a 
statement on its website.

The Soyuz rocket carrying 
Alexander Misurkin of 

Roscosmos, NASA first-time 
flyer Mark Vande Hei and 
his veteran colleague Joe 
Acaba launched as scheduled 
from Baikonur at 3:17 am 
(2117 GMT).

The trio will now join 
Paolo Nespoli of Italy, 
Sergey Riazanski of Russia 
and Randy Bresnik of the US 
aboard the orbital lab.

The launch marked the 
first time two US astronauts 
have blasted off together on 
a mission to the ISS from 
Russia’s Baikonur since June 
2010.

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi 
scraps UN trip 
Myanmar leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi scrapped plans to 
attend the United Nations 
General Assembly later this 
month, as she faces scrutiny 
over Rohingya crisis.

The number of Venezuelans 
seeking asylum in Panama, 
Costa Rica and Mexico has 
jumped dramatically because 
of the crisis in their country

Asylum applications 
by Venezuelans soar

Members of the ISS expedition 53/54, US astronauts Joseph 
Akaba (L) ,Mark Vande Hei (R) and Russia’s cosmonaut 
Alexander Misurkin (C) attend a sending-off ceremonySingapore

Singapore got its first 
female president 

yesterday, but the milestone 
was overshadowed by 
criticism that her selection 
was undemocratic after she 
was handed the job without 
a vote.

Halimah Yacob, a former 
speaker of parliament 
from the Muslim Malay 
minority, did not have 
to face an election for the 
largely ceremonial post 
after authorities decided her 
rivals did not meet eligibility 
criteria.

It was not the first time 
in the affluent city-state -- 
which is tightly controlled 
and has been ruled by the 
same party for decades -- 
that the government has 
disqualified presidential 
candidates, making an 
election unnecessary.

But there was already 
unease about the process as 
it was the first time that the 
presidency had been reserved 
for a particular race, in this 
case the Malay community. 
The decision to hand her 
the job without an election 
added to the anger.

Social media was abuzz 
with criticism as Halimah, 
a bespectacled 63-year-
old who wears a headscarf, 
was formally announced 
as president-elect, with 
Facebook user Pat Eng 
writing: “Elected without an 
election. What a joke.”

“I will call her President 
Select from now on,” said Joel 
Kong on the site, while some 
posts were marked with the 
hashtag #NotMyPresident 
-- echoing the message used 
by upset Americans after the 
election of President Donald 
Trump. (AFP)

Singapore 
gets first 
female 
president 

Tokyo

A Japanese funeral parlour 
is set to offer relatives 

the chance to pay their final 
respects to deceased loved ones 
without leaving the comfort of 
their cars.

The firm claims that the 
“drive-thru” service is a first in 
Japan, where a rapidly ageing 
population means funerals are 
anything but a dying trade.

Elderly mourners can 
register their names on a 
touchscreen tablet device and 

make a traditional offering of 
incense just by rolling down a 
car window -- a process relayed 
to screens inside the venue for 

the grieving funeral host to 
watch.

The initiative aims to speed 
up funeral services and also to 
give infirm relatives the chance 
to participate, said the firm’s 
president Masao Ogiwara.

“Older people may hesitate 
to attend a funeral because they 
have to ask for help to get out 
of the car,” Ogiwara said.

“But we want as many people 
as possible to be able to come to 
say farewell to their friends or 
neighbours,” he said.

Japanese firm to offer 
drive-thru funeral service

People demonstrate a drive-
thru funeral service.

Singapore’s new president-elect 
Halimah Yacob (R) greets her sup-
porters at the nomination centre in 
Singapore


