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Spain’s Roberto Bautista Agut beat 
former champion Juan Martin 

del Potro 6-1, 4-6, 7-5 
yesterday to win the 
ATP Tour’s ASB C l a s s i c 

for the second time in 
three years.

Fifth-seed Bautista Agut, who won the 
title in 2016, outlasted second-seed del 
Potro, the 2009 champion, in a match of 
remarkable highs and lows.

The Spanish player swept through the 
first set in only 31 minutes as del Potro 
seemed to struggle in warm conditions on 
a packed centre court. But del Potro took 
advantage of the only break point of the 
second set to level the match.

The advantage in the third set went one 
way then the other until Bautista Agut 
broke del Potro to lead 6-5, then saved a 
break point to win the match in 2 hours, 7 
minutes.

Later, an emotional Bautista Agut 
dedicated his victory to his family in Spain.

“It feels wonderful,” he said. “It was an 
unbelievable match today. I’ve been fighting 
a lot on the court, and I couldn’t believe I 
was playing my best tennis.

“Today I felt really good on the court, 
and I played very good tennis throughout 
the match. Juan Martin is a great champion, 
he’s very tough to beat, and I played two 
amazing games in the last two games of the 
match.”

Del Potro said he found it difficult to 
play in humid conditions in the daytime 
yesterday after playing his previous matches 
at night. (AP)

Bautista lifts  
Auckland title

Mertens defends 
Hobart title

Hobart

Belgian Elise Mertens 
defeated Mihaela 

Buzarnescu of Romania 6-1 4-6 
6-3 in a rain-interrupted final to 
defend her Hobart International 
title yesterday.

The second-seeded Mertens, 
who won her maiden singles 
title in Hobart last year as a 
qualifier, became the first player 
to win the tournament twice.

The match took more than 
seven hours to complete due 
to a delayed start and three 
suspensions of play for rain, the 
last coming after Buzarnescu 
had saved two match points 
with the 22-year-old world 

number 36 leading 5-2 in the 
third set.

“It rained like three of four 
times so I am really thankful 
everybody stayed actually,” 
Mertens told reporters.

“It’s been a wonderful week 
and to come back to Hobart is 
such a great feeling. My level 
was there during the whole 
week, so I’m really happy with 
the trophy.”

The Romanian saved more 
championship points and held 
her serve when play resumed 
before the defending champion 
served out the match that lasted 
two hours and 29 minutes in 
total. (Reuters)

Melbourne

Former world number one 
Novak Djokovic admits his 

elbow is not yet 100 per cent 
as the Serb prepares to return 
from six months out at the 
Australian Open.

The six-times Australian 
Open champion, who last 
played competitively at 
Wimbledon in July, says he 
is still managing the injury, 
which has caused him to alter 
his service action.

“It hasn’t been 100 per 
cent yet healed,” Djokovic told 

reporters at Melbourne Park on 
Saturday. “But right now it’s at 

the level where I can compete, and 
every day is getting better.”

Djokovic said he had been 
convinced by doctors that he would not 

be doing the injury any more damage by playing 
in Melbourne.

“I’m hoping that it can be 100 per cent at the 
start of the tournament. I don’t know how it’s 
going to behave. Even if it’s 100 per cent healed, 
after six months of no competition, you never know 
how you’re going to react,” the 30-year-old added.

“So let’s see. There’s not much more I can do. I’ve 
done really everything in my power, with a team of 
people around me, to enable me to be right here in 
front of you guys, and to compete in Australian Open.” 
(Reuters)

Melbourne

Simona Halep is focusing all her energy 
on trying to break her grand slam 

duck at the Australian Open.
The Romanian was beaten in the 

French Open final for the second time 
last year but her consistency saw her 
finish the season at the top of the 
rankings. It became something of an 
odyssey for Halep, who having been 
one match away from number 
one three times clinched it at the 
fourth attempt.

“It’s special for me,” she said.
“It’s nice to be in this position. I 

don’t feel pressure. I feel okay. I feel 
fit. I feel ready to start. “Of course I want 

to stay here at the top as long as possible. 
But I’m not doing everything for this reason. 
I have one more goal: to win a grand slam.”

Winning the title in Shenzhen last week 
secured Halep top seeding at a grand slam 
for the first time but she is one of six women 
who could finish the tournament ranked 

number one. (PA Sport)
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