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New Delhi

A helicopter carrying 
employees of an Indian 

oil company to an off-
shore rig in the Arabian Sea 
crashed Saturday, killing four 
people and leaving another 
three missing, the navy said.

The helicopter was 
carrying two pilots and 
five employees of the state-
owned Oil and Natural Gas 
Commission from a Mumbai 
airfield to the oil rig when 
it disappeared, prompting 

a search operation, navy 
spokesman Capt. D. Sharma 
said. The four bodies were 
spotted along with debris 
from the helicopter, Sharma 
said.

Rescuers on ships found 
some life jackets and 
continued to look for the 
three missing people, he said.

The Press Trust of India 
said the pilot lost contact with 
the air traffic control soon 
after take-off on Saturday 
from Mumbai’s Juhu airport.

A federal appeals court on 
Friday rejected efforts 

by animal rights advocates to 
force the Miami Seaquarium 
in Florida to release Lolita, 
a killer whale it has held 
in captivity for nearly half 

a century. Lolita, captured 
in 1970, is roughly 20 feet 
(6 meters) long and weighs 
about 8,000 pounds (3.6 
tonnes), and has long been 
one the Seaquarium’s top 
attractions.

Montecito

Rescue crews expanded 
their search on Friday 

for five missing people 
as the death toll rose to 18 
from mudslides in Southern 
California that damaged 
hundreds of buildings and 
caked highways with sludge.

About 1,250 emergency 
workers raced against the 
clock to find survivors with 
drones, heavy equipment 
and sniffer dogs in the rescue 
and clean-up efforts, the 
California Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services said.

The latest victim, 87-year-
old Joseph Bleckel, was found 
in his Montecito home on 
Friday, Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff Bill Brown said, adding 
that the remaining missing 
were between the ages of 2 
and 30.

“We’ve got a window 
that’s closing. There’s been 
plenty of cases where they’ve 
found people a week after,” 
Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department spokesman Mike 
Eliason said earlier on a muddy 
Montecito street especially 
hard-hit by the mudslide.

Trump said that he was 
only expressing what many 
people think but won’t say 
about immigrants from 
economically depressed 
countries. Do you agree? 
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Helicopter crashes on way
to Indian oil rig, killing four

Lolita can stay

California mudslide toll hits 18

3 dead, 48 injured in 
bus crash near Prague
Authorities say three peo-
ple have died after a bus 
collided with a car near the 
Czech capital.

Russia deployed a new 
division of S-400 surface-
to-air missiles in Crimea 
on Saturday, Russian news 
agencies reported, in an 
escalation of military ten-
sions on the Crimean pen-
insula.

Indian police say a ferry car-
rying schoolchildren sank in 
the Arabian Sea, killing two 
students and leaving six miss-
ing.

The father of a 3-year-old 
girl adopted from an Indian 
orphanage was indicted on 
a capital murder charge yes-
terday. 

Russia deploys more 
missiles in Crimea

Ferry carrying 
schoolchildren sinks in 
India, killing 2

Texas father charged 
with murder in death of 
Indian orphan

The US is the biggest single inves-
tor in the UK -- yet Khan & Corbyn 
seem determined to put this crucial 
relationship at risk. We will not allow 
US-UK relations to be endangered 
by some puffed up pompous popin-
jay in City Hall,”

-Boris Johnson, 
British Foreign Secretary 

Paris 

President Emmanuel 
Macron on Friday joined 

calls by bakers for France’s 
traditional baguette to be 
recognised as one of the 
world’s cultural treasures on 
UNESCO’s list of “intangible 
heritage”.

The call came after the art 
of Naples’ dough-twirling 
pizza makers was given the 
nod by the UN cultural body’s 
World Heritage Committee in 
December.

“The baguette is envied 
around the world. We must 
preserve its excellence and our 
expertise, and it is for this reason 
that it should be heritage-listed,” 
Macron told a group of master 
bakers at the Elysee presidential 

palace in Paris.
Dominique Anract, the head 

of the national confederation 
of baking and pastry, earlier 
said the “marvellous” baguette, 
made of flour, water, salt and 

yeast, should “have its rightful 
place” in world heritage.

Along with the Eiffel tower, 
the baguette is one of the main 
symbols of France, Anract told 
a local radio station.

Macron wants baguette 
to get heritage status

Washington 

President Donald Trump 
offered a partial denial in 

public but privately defended 
his extraordinary remarks 
disparaging Haitians and 
African countries.

Trump said he was only 
expressing what many 
people think but won’t say 
about immigrants from 
economically depressed 
countries, according to 
a person who spoke to the 
president as criticism of his 
comments ricocheted around 
the globe.

Trump spent Thursday 
evening making a flurry of 
calls to friends and outside 
advisers to judge their 
reaction to the tempest, 
said the confidant, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he wasn’t 
authorised to disclose a 
private conversation. Trump 
wasn’t apologetic about his 
inflammatory remarks and 
denied he was racist, instead, 
blaming the media for 
distorting his meaning, the 
confidant said.

Critics of the president, 
including some in his own 
Republican Party, took time 
Friday blasting the vulgar 
comments he made behind 
closed doors. In his meeting 
with a group of senators, 
he had questioned why the 
U.S. would accept more 
immigrants from Haiti 
and “shithole countries” 
in Africa as he rejected a 
bipartisan immigration deal, 
according to one participant 
and people briefed on the 
remarkable Oval Office  
conversation.

“The language used by 
me at the DACA meeting 
was tough, but this was not 
the language used,” Trump 
insisted in a series of Friday 
morning tweets, pushing 
back on some depictions of 
the meeting.

But Trump and his advisers 
notably did not dispute 
the most controversial 
of his remarks: using the 
word “shithole” to describe 
African nations and saying 
he would prefer immigrants 
from countries like Norway 

instead.
Sen. Dick Durbin of 

Illinois, the only Democrat 
in the room, said Trump 
had indeed said what he was 
reported to have said. The 
remarks, Durbin said, were 
“vile, hate-filled and clearly 
racial in their content.”

He said Trump used the 
most vulgar term “more than 
once.”

Trump’s insults — along 
with his rejection of the 
bipartisan immigration deal 
that six senators had drafted 
— also threatened to further 
complicate efforts to extend 
protections for hundreds 
of thousands of young 
immigrants, many of whom 
were brought to this country 
as children and now are here 
illegally.

Trump last year ended 
the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, 
which provided protection 
from deportation along with 
the ability to work legally in 
the U.S. He gave Congress 
until March to come up with 
a legislative fix. (AP)

Trump 
denies 
‘vulgar’ 
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