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Las Vegas
What happens in Vegas doesn’t always stay in Vegas — at least hopefully not 
for a bunch of the products showcased here last week.

Some of the technology that debuts at CES, the annual consumer electronics 
show, turns out to be “vaporware,” that is, it will never make a commercial 
debut for one reason or another. But the following five products should have a 
chance vying for space in your home or driveway.

Virtual reality hasn’t take off as fast as many predicted, but 
perhaps it’s because of the annoying cables coming out of 
the back. Or with some models, you need to shove your phone 
inside the headset. Instead, Lenovo’s Mirage Solo is the first “self-contained” 
VR headset. It doesn’t need a phone, PC, or video game console. Based on Google’s 
Daydream platform, you’ll download games over Wi-Fi to the local 64GB of internal 
storage (or snap in a microSD card), or you can sideload games using USB. It ships with a 
remote and will be priced under $400 when it debuts by the summer.

Toyota chose CES to unveil e-Palette, a concept 
for the future of autonomous (“self-driving”) 
vehicles. Perhaps one day in the not-too-distant 
future, your vehicle will not  only drive you 
around from point A to point B, but  deliver  you 
food on-demand, and even serve as a mobile 
storefront that brings products to you instead of 
the other way around. Toyota is teaming up with 
Uber, Pizza Hut and Amazon, to start, but the first 
live demonstration of Toyota e-Palette won’t be 
until the Tokyo Olympics in 2020.

There was no shortage of voice-
enabled Amazon Alexa and Google 
Assistant-powered devices at CES this 
year – from TVs and cars to Wi-Fi 
routers and even shower heads – 
and there were no fewer than four 
different “smart displays” powered 
by Google Assistant. Rivaling the 
Amazon Echo Show, the JBL LINK 
View is an 8-inch touch display and 
speaker that lets you ask Google a 
question or give a command, and 
along with getting a human-like voice 
responding to you, you’ll also see info 
on the screen, such as a multi-day 
weather forecast, recipe, photos, a 
YouTube video, and album art for 
your streaming music. Make free 
Google Duo video calls through its 
5-megapixel camera, too. No price 
announced, but should be out by 
summer.

LG is no stranger to smart appliances, 
and CES 2018 showcased a few 
of them – including stovetops, 
dishwashers, washers and dryers – 
but it was the new InstaView ThinQ 
refrigerator that caught my eye, 
featuring a 29-inch touchscreen that 
becomes transparent if users knock 
on it twice. You can draw notes 
to the family on the screen, place 
virtual stickers, pull up recipes, and 
be notified of expiration dates on 

food. Or you can talk to it 
using Amazon Alexa. 

There’s also a wide-
angle camera on 

the inside of 
the fridge that 
will let you 
remotely view 
your fridge to 
see if you’re out 
of milk or eggs. 

(USA Today)

Sony is back with its aibo robotic dog, and as 
you might expect, it’s light years ahead of the 
first aibo that debuted almost 20 years ago. 
With advanced engineering for fluid 
movement, more sensors on its body, 
and artificial intelligence (including 
more personality), it was a huge hit 
at CES this year. Look closely and 
you can see two cameras — in 
its nose and near its tail – to help 
identify family members and 
map your home environment. 
It’s certainly not cheap at $1,800 
and it’s only available in Japan, but 
play with aibo for just a few minutes 
and you’ll immediately see its charm. 
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The ‘8 in 1 expo’ which 
opened on Thursday came to 

a close yesterday after welcoming 
thousands of shoppers

Around 30,000 visitors 
attended the first edition of the ‘8 
in 1 expo’ which took place over 
the past three days. The first of its 
kind expo included six exhibitions 
namely Bahrain International 
Expo, Bahrain International 
Modern House, Bahrain 
International Technology 

Expo, Bahrain International 
Health and Beauty, Fashion 
Time Exhibition, and Perfume 
expo. The event was organized 
by the First target at  Bahrain 
International  Exhibition  & 
Convention Centre.

Organizers said that the event 
is named ‘8 in 1’ expo as it 
intends to include 8 exhibitions 
under one roof. “Although this 
year’s edition included only 6 
expos, next year’s will include 
8,” said  First target CEO Yousif 
Dawood.

No need to review oil 
output cuts, says UAE

Suspects in 
Ritz jewel 
heist jailed

The oil market fundamentals are 
strong and there is no need to panic 

as prices touched $70 per barrel last 
week, UAE Minister of Energy and 
Industry Suhail bin Mohammed Faraj 
Faris Al Mazrouei said on Saturday.

He was speaking at the Atlantic 
Council Global Energy Forum that 
opened in the UAE capital on January 
12. The forum brings together global 
energy leaders to throw light on the 
challenges and opportunities for 
cooperation in the energy sector and 
formulate responses to the changing 

geopolitics of energy transition.
Speaking at a session on ‘The future 

of Opec and oil markets’, Al Mazrouei 
said he does not see the need to review 
output cuts as the surging price is due to 
peak demand this month.

“It is premature. The market is not 
far from where we are today. There is an 
increase in price. But we need to wait for 
the first or second quarter and are still 
worried about 100 million barrels of five 
years average. The market fundamentals 
have not given us any signals that we 
need to do something [about cutting 
output].

“I don’t believe if we see the prices go 
up to $69 or $70 per barrel, we should 
meet and panic. I think we stay on 
course.”

Al Mazrouei said at the oil ministers’ 
meeting in Oman next week, they will 
take stock of the situation. “I am not 
expecting any huge changes or review.”

According to him, high compliance 
by oil-producing countries to the 
agreed output cut has also resulted in 
the market regulating itself. “Countries 
were committed and transparent. They 
delivered what they promised.” (Khaleej 
Times)

Paris 

Three suspects in the bold 
jewellery robbery that took 

place on the ground floor of 
Paris’ Ritz Hotel have been 
handed preliminary charges.

A judicial official said 
on Saturday that the three 
were jailed and put under 
investigation for organized 
armed robbery with threats and 
voluntary violence with arms in 
a group, among other charges.

The official wasn’t authorised 
to speak publicly and couldn’t 
be named.

Two alleged accomplices 
escaped after the Wednesday 
evening heist. Authorities have 
said they recovered all the 
stolen merchandise, which had 
an estimated value of about 4.5 
million euros ($5.4 million).

According to police 
accounts, the three entered a 
service door, smashed jewelry 
stands with axes and threw 
bags of items out a window to 
accomplices who fled in a car 
and on a scooter.
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