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Women and 
the World 

The Golden Globes, the first major entertainment 
awards show of the season, stole the spotlight last 

week. Watching the ceremony, the unsuspecting viewer 
might have thought that the women of Hollywood were in 
mourning, with most attendees choosing black dresses over 
colorful looks. In some ways, the women were marking a 
death, but they certainly weren’t mourning it: the women 
planned the “blackout” in solidarity with their compatriots 
who have been sexually assaulted. It was the death of the 
toxic, sexist, misogynistic Hollywood and, by extent, greater 
entertainment industry. But is it truly the end of harassment 
in Hollywood?

Ever since October, the movie industry has been in a 
tailspin as famous media moguls and actors alike have been 
accused of sexual harassment and assault. In response to 
the accusations, a group of actresses banded together to 
create Times Up, an organization bent on dismantling the 
system of sexual assault not only in Hollywood but across 
the United States. They were the driving force behind the 
Golden Globes “blackout,” where the founders walked the 
red carpet with feminist activists.  

Despite the creation of Times Up (which includes a legal 
defense fund for women) and the grand show of solidarity 
at the Golden Globes, where Oprah Winfrey gave a rousing 
speech on the #MeToo movement, Hollywood has thus 
far taken an uneven approach. At the Globes not one man 
spoke up about #MeToo, although several wore Times 
Up pins on the red carpet. Perhaps they felt it better to let 
women speak—but a better gesture from Hollywood’s men 
(how about they create their own organization or fund to 
help women?) would have been appreciated.

Furthermore, the response to allegations against various 
men has been varied. In some cases, the accused men 
have been outright punished and condemned—look at 
Harvey Weinstein, Matt Lauer and Kevin Spacey. Yet 
in other cases the men, and their careers, have been left 
unscathed. Hollywood needs to take a firm stance with all 
those accused. Legal prosecution has rarely been taken up 
against any of these men, so it is odd that some cases are 
ignored while others are swiftly tried in the court of public 
opinion. Indeed, the public seems almost bored by the new 
revelations, or otherwise defensive of beloved actors whose 
transgressions should not be allowed to quietly disappear.

Will Hollywood succeed in stamping out the culture of 
sexual harassment that permeates the mechanics of the 
industry? Unlike the predictable Hollywood blockbuster, 
this ending is not so clear: only time will tell. 

Times Up in 
Hollywood

Riyadh

Saudi Arabia’s public 
prosecutor has said he 

will pursue extradition for 
corruption suspects living 
abroad as part of a two-
month-old crackdown that 
has already netted princes and 
tycoons.

Evidence is being collected 
against “fugitives” in order 
to issue indictments against 

them and request that foreign 
governments return them to 
the kingdom, Saud al-Muajab 
told Arrajol magazine in 
an interview published on 
Thursday.

It was not clear how 
many people are being 
targeted, or in which  
countries.

Saudi security forces 
have rounded up dozens of 

members of the political and 
business elite, holding them 
in Riyadh’s opulent Ritz 
Carlton hotel on the orders 
of Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman.

Saudi officials are 
negotiating settlements with 
detainees, saying they aim to 
claw back some $100 billion 
of funds that rightfully belong 
to the state.

Muajab said last month that 
most detainees had agreed to 
settlements in order to avoid 
prosecution while the rest 
could be held for several more 
months.

He told Arrajol that 
those who end up in court 
will be permitted to hire 
lawyers to defend them 
during the investigation and  
trial phases. (Reuters)

Seoul

The rival Koreas have agreed 
yesterday that their talks 

next week will address a North 
Korean art troupe’s visit to the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
in the South, rather than the 
participation of the nation’s 
athletes.

Pyongyang wanted talks on 
sending its athletes and other 
officials to the February Olympics 
to be held at a later date so that 
next Monday’s talks can focus 
primarily on the North Korean 
art troupe’s participation in 
the Games, Seoul’s Unification 
Ministry said. The South agreed 
to the North’s proposal, the 
ministry said.

Officials from the rival Koreas 
met earlier this week in the border 
village of Panmunjom, their first 
talks in more than two years. At 
that meeting they agreed to hold 
military talks and send a North 
Korean delegation of officials, 
athletes, cheerleaders, journalists 
and others to the Olympics.

Seoul’s delegation to next 
Monday’s meeting at the border 
village of Panmunjom will be an 
official from its culture ministry, 
the head of the Korean Symphony 
Orchestra and its art director 
and an official from Unification 
Ministry, the ministry said.

They will meet a delegation 
from Pyongyang headed by 
the director of the arts and 

performance bureau of the 
North’s culture ministry. A 
conductor and two other 
officials from a North Korean 
orchestra will also be part of the  
delegation.

Seoul’s Unification Ministry 
said it asked Pyongyang to 
promptly respond on when 
further talks can be held to discuss 
details of sending North Korean 
athletes and other officials to 
Games.

Separately, the International 
Olympic Committee has proposed 
a meeting on Jan. 20 at the 
IOC headquarters in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, involving the rival 
Koreas to discuss North Korea’s 
participation in Pyeongchang.
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Evidence is being collected against fugitives: Public Prosecutor

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
speaks during the meeting of Islamic 

Military Counter Terrorism Coalition defence 
ministers in Riyadh. Courtesy of Saudi Royal 

Court/Handout via Reuters

Koreas agree to talk on art troupe’s visit to Olympics

South Korean Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyon, right, shakes hands with the head of North 
Korean delegation Ri Son Gwon during their meeting at the Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone

Tunisia will increase aid for poor
Tunis

Tunisia plans to increase 
support for poor families 

and needy people by some $70 
million, a government minister 
said on Saturday, after protests 
broke out in the North African 
country.

Protests, some of them 
violent, were held on Monday 

against austerity measures such 
as increases of tax and prices 
imposed by the government to 
cut a budget deficit.

The government will increase 
aid for poor families and needy 
people such as pensioners 
by 170 million dinars ($70.3 
million), Mohamed Trabelsi, 
minister of social affairs, told 

reporters. “This will concern 
about 250,000 families,” he 
said. “It will help the poor and 
middle class.”

Activists and the opposition 
have called for fresh protests 
on Sunday, the seventh 
anniversary of the toppling of 
Zine El-Abidine Ben Ali, the 
first leader to fall in the 2011 

“Arab Spring” protests that 
swept the region.

President Beji Caid Essebsi 
will on Sunday visit the poor 
district of Ettadhamen in the 
capital Tunis hit by protests 
to give a speech and open a 
cultural center, an official said. 
He has never visited the district 
before.


