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Trump gives Iran

Last chance
They are risking their lives to bring freedom to Iran, and vow 

to continue their protests.
“These uprisings have just begun. People are not at all willing 

to give up,” one activist told Fox News from the streets of Iran.
“Their patience has come to an end and they have nothing to 

lose. Iran will surely not fall down and people will not retreat 
from their demands.”

The defiance comes as President Trump announced Friday 
that he is waving sanctions against Iran under the controversial 
2015 nuclear deal one last time, and gave the European allies 
four months to change the terms of the agreement or he may 
seek to scrap it.

The protesters we talked to demand even harsher sanctions.
“They should impose major sanctions on the regime,” one 

protester demanded. Another added there “should be sanctions 
for human rights violations.”

The protesters are members of the long banned opposition 
group, the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI, also 
known as the MEK). The group’s leader, Maryam Rajavi, has 
been directly blamed by the Iranian government for fomenting 
the unrest.

Social media videos show supporters unveiling large banners 
with Rajavi’s photo over highway overpasses, and continuing 
their opposition.
Punitive measures sought

The group is calling for Iran’s oil exports to also be subject 
to sanctions, the ability of the Tehran regime to access the 
international banking system to be cut off, as well as other 
punitive measures.

The activists predict stronger methods will work, and are 
thanking the president and the American public for keeping 
up the pressure. “We thank you President Trump. We call on 
all of the supporters of the people who press this regime from 
different fronts, to put pressure with you and overthrow with 
us,” the activist told Fox News in broken English.

The demonstrators deny the protests are largely over. Videos 
posted on social media show activists attacking government 
outposts, such as firebombing police stations, destroying 
government property, and chanting anti-regime slogans. (Fox 
News)

Protesters thank 
Trump, call for 
more sanctions

U.S. ultimatum on nuclear deal, new sanctions draw Iran threat

Moscow

Iran said yesterday it would retaliate 
against new sanctions imposed by the 

United States after President Donald 
Trump set an ultimatum to fix “disastrous 
flaws” in a deal curbing Tehran’s nuclear 
programme.

Trump said on Friday he would waive 
nuclear sanctions on Iran for the last time 
to give the United States and European 
allies a final chance to amend the pact. 
Washington also imposed sanctions on 
the head of Iran’s judiciary and others.

The ultimatum puts pressure on 
Europeans, key backers of the 2015 
nuclear deal, to satisfy Trump, who wants 
the pact strengthened with a separate 
agreement within 120 days.

While approving the waiver on U.S. 
sanctions related to the nuclear deal, 
Washington announced other sanctions 
against 14 Iranian entities and people, 
including judiciary head Ayatollah Sadeq 
Larijani, a close ally of Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Iran says its nuclear programme has 
only peaceful aims and says it will stick 
to the accord as long as others respect it. 
But it has said it would “shred” the deal 

if Washington quit.

‘Threat in Middle East’
Trump, who has sharply criticized 

the deal reached in Barack Obama’s 
presidency, had chafed at having to once 
again waive sanctions on a country he 
sees as a threat in the Middle East.

“Despite my strong inclination, I have 
not yet withdrawn the United States 
from the Iran nuclear deal,” Trump said 
in a statement, saying the options were 
to fix “the deal’s disastrous flaws, or the 
United States will withdraw.”

“This is a last chance,” Trump said, 
pushing for a separate agreement and 
saying the United States would not waive 
sanctions again to keep Iran in the pact 
without such an agreement.

The EU said in a statement it had taken 
note of Trump’s decision and would 
assess its implications. “It’s going to be 
complicated to save the deal after this,” 
said one European diplomat, speaking 
on condition of anonymity.

Conditions 
Trump laid out conditions to keep 

Washington in the deal. Iran must 

allow “immediate inspections at all sites 
requested by international inspectors,” 
he said, and “sunset” provisions imposing 
limits on Iran’s nuclear program must 
not expire.

Trump said U.S. law must tie long-
range missile and nuclear weapons 
programmes together, making any 
missile testing by Iran subject to “severe 
sanctions.”

The president wants U.S. Congress 
to modify a law that reviews U.S. 
participation in the nuclear deal to 
include “trigger points” that, if violated, 
would lead to the United States 
reimposing its sanctions, the official said.

This would not entail negotiations 
with Iran but would be the result of talks 
with European allies, the official said.

A decision to withhold a waiver 
would have effectively ended the deal 
between Iran and the other international 
signatories. The other parties to the 
agreement would have been unlikely to 
join the United States in reimposing 
sanctions. Two EU diplomats said EU 
foreign ministers would discuss next 
steps at their next regular meeting on 
Jan. 22 in Brussels. (Reuters)


