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Electricity and Water 
Affairs Minister Dr. 

Abdulhussein bin Ali Mirza 
attended the eighth annual 
assembly of the International 
Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA) began in Abu Dhabi 
yesterday. The two-day event 
is being attended by 1,100 
delegates from 150 countries, 
the private sector and civil 
society to discuss issues in 
global energy transition.
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Call to boycott Iran P 03

supplied
arms to 
Houthis, 
says UN 
report

United Nations

Iran has violated a 
UN arms embargo by 

failing to block supplies 
to Yemen’s Huthi militia 
of ballistic missiles that 
were fired at Saudi 
Arabia, a UN panel of 
experts says, bolstering 
US and Saudi claims 
of Tehran’s military 
involvement in Yemen.

The report makes 
it clear that the missile 
debris inspected by the 
experts were of Iranian 
origin.

“The panel has 
identified missile 
remnants, related 
military equipment and 
military unmanned 
aerial vehicles that are of 
Iranian origin and were 
introduced into Yemen 
after the imposition 
of the targeted arms 
embargo” in 2015, said 
the report to the Security 
Council. 

“As a result, the 
panel finds that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
is in non-compliance 

with paragraph 14 of 
resolution 2216” that 
imposed the ban on arms 
sales to Yemen, said the 
79-page report presented 
on Tuesday.

US Ambassador Nikki  
Heley told the Security 
Council in December 
that the United States will 
push for action against 
Iran over the missile 
attacks targeting its 
ally, but Russia quickly 
signalled that it would 
not endorse such plans.

(Continued on Page 3)

Missile debris 
from “Qiam” 
ballistic missiles 
manufactured in 
Iran and fired by 
Houthi militia to 
IranIran
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Trump gives Iran

Last chance
They are risking their lives to bring freedom to Iran, and vow 

to continue their protests.
“These uprisings have just begun. People are not at all willing 

to give up,” one activist told Fox News from the streets of Iran.
“Their patience has come to an end and they have nothing to 

lose. Iran will surely not fall down and people will not retreat 
from their demands.”

The defiance comes as President Trump announced Friday 
that he is waving sanctions against Iran under the controversial 
2015 nuclear deal one last time, and gave the European allies 
four months to change the terms of the agreement or he may 
seek to scrap it.

The protesters we talked to demand even harsher sanctions.
“They should impose major sanctions on the regime,” one 

protester demanded. Another added there “should be sanctions 
for human rights violations.”

The protesters are members of the long banned opposition 
group, the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI, also 
known as the MEK). The group’s leader, Maryam Rajavi, has 
been directly blamed by the Iranian government for fomenting 
the unrest.

Social media videos show supporters unveiling large banners 
with Rajavi’s photo over highway overpasses, and continuing 
their opposition.
Punitive measures sought

The group is calling for Iran’s oil exports to also be subject 
to sanctions, the ability of the Tehran regime to access the 
international banking system to be cut off, as well as other 
punitive measures.

The activists predict stronger methods will work, and are 
thanking the president and the American public for keeping 
up the pressure. “We thank you President Trump. We call on 
all of the supporters of the people who press this regime from 
different fronts, to put pressure with you and overthrow with 
us,” the activist told Fox News in broken English.

The demonstrators deny the protests are largely over. Videos 
posted on social media show activists attacking government 
outposts, such as firebombing police stations, destroying 
government property, and chanting anti-regime slogans. (Fox 
News)

Protesters thank 
Trump, call for 
more sanctions

U.S. ultimatum on nuclear deal, new sanctions draw Iran threat

Moscow

Iran said yesterday it would retaliate 
against new sanctions imposed by the 

United States after President Donald 
Trump set an ultimatum to fix “disastrous 
flaws” in a deal curbing Tehran’s nuclear 
programme.

Trump said on Friday he would waive 
nuclear sanctions on Iran for the last time 
to give the United States and European 
allies a final chance to amend the pact. 
Washington also imposed sanctions on 
the head of Iran’s judiciary and others.

The ultimatum puts pressure on 
Europeans, key backers of the 2015 
nuclear deal, to satisfy Trump, who wants 
the pact strengthened with a separate 
agreement within 120 days.

While approving the waiver on U.S. 
sanctions related to the nuclear deal, 
Washington announced other sanctions 
against 14 Iranian entities and people, 
including judiciary head Ayatollah Sadeq 
Larijani, a close ally of Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Iran says its nuclear programme has 
only peaceful aims and says it will stick 
to the accord as long as others respect it. 
But it has said it would “shred” the deal 

if Washington quit.

‘Threat in Middle East’
Trump, who has sharply criticized 

the deal reached in Barack Obama’s 
presidency, had chafed at having to once 
again waive sanctions on a country he 
sees as a threat in the Middle East.

“Despite my strong inclination, I have 
not yet withdrawn the United States 
from the Iran nuclear deal,” Trump said 
in a statement, saying the options were 
to fix “the deal’s disastrous flaws, or the 
United States will withdraw.”

“This is a last chance,” Trump said, 
pushing for a separate agreement and 
saying the United States would not waive 
sanctions again to keep Iran in the pact 
without such an agreement.

The EU said in a statement it had taken 
note of Trump’s decision and would 
assess its implications. “It’s going to be 
complicated to save the deal after this,” 
said one European diplomat, speaking 
on condition of anonymity.

Conditions 
Trump laid out conditions to keep 

Washington in the deal. Iran must 

allow “immediate inspections at all sites 
requested by international inspectors,” 
he said, and “sunset” provisions imposing 
limits on Iran’s nuclear program must 
not expire.

Trump said U.S. law must tie long-
range missile and nuclear weapons 
programmes together, making any 
missile testing by Iran subject to “severe 
sanctions.”

The president wants U.S. Congress 
to modify a law that reviews U.S. 
participation in the nuclear deal to 
include “trigger points” that, if violated, 
would lead to the United States 
reimposing its sanctions, the official said.

This would not entail negotiations 
with Iran but would be the result of talks 
with European allies, the official said.

A decision to withhold a waiver 
would have effectively ended the deal 
between Iran and the other international 
signatories. The other parties to the 
agreement would have been unlikely to 
join the United States in reimposing 
sanctions. Two EU diplomats said EU 
foreign ministers would discuss next 
steps at their next regular meeting on 
Jan. 22 in Brussels. (Reuters)
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The missile attack on Riyadh 
airport “changed the tenor of 

the conflict, and has the potential to 
turn a local conflict into a broader 
regional one,” the experts warned.

The panel also said it was 
investigating whether Iran had sent 
“advisers” to help the Huthis in their 
war against the Saudi-led coalition.

 Missile debris -
The UN experts traveled to Saudi 

Arabia in November and again last 
month to inspect the remnants of 
missiles fired by the Huthis in May, 
July, November and December.

They found that design features of 
the missile debris were “consistent 
with those of the Iranian-designed 

and manufactured Qiam-1 missile” 
and “almost certainly produced by 
the same manufacturer.”

The drones were “virtually 
identical in design” to that of an 
Iranian-made UAV manufactured 
by the Iranian Aircraft 

Manufacturing Industries (Hesa), 
said the report.

Iran “failed to take the necessary 
measures to prevent the direct or 
indirect supply, sale or transfer” to 
the Huthis of the missiles, storage 
tanks for propellant and drones, it 
concluded.

A separate report last month 
said UN officials had examined the 
missile fragments and found that 
they were of “common origin” but 
they were unable to reach any firm 
conclusions about whether Iran was 
the source.

More than 8,750 people have died 
in the Yemen war and the country 
is facing what the United Nations 
has described as the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. - AFP
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The design features 
of the missile debris 

were “consistent 
with those of the 
Iranian-designed 

and manufactured 
Qiam-1 missile” 

‘Design features 
of missile debris, 
Qiam-1 identical’

Mohammed Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

Manama

The Iranian regime has blood 
on its hands and the UK 

and the European Union should 
boycott the regime, Bahraini 
activist Faisal Fulad has said, 
in response to UK Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs Boris 
Johnson’s recent meeting with 
Iran’s Foreign Minister Javad 
Zarif in Brussels, where Bahrain 
and Yemen were the topics of 
discussion.

Johnson should boycott 
any further meetings with the 
Iranian regime and should 
enforce an economic boycott of 
Iran, he said.

Fulad said that Johnson had 
spoken in support of Iran after 

the meeting which did not go 
well with the coalition of NGOs 
which is spearheading the ‘Global 
Campaign to Advocate the non-
Persian Peoples Revolution’, 
of which Fulad is the General 
Coordinator of. “The coalition 
has 13 NGOs from around the 
world including as part of it. It 
was started in support of the 
struggle of the people of Iran 
against the regime. We believe 
that Johnson should not be 
engaging conversations about 
Bahrain with Iran as the Iranian 
regime only has the intention 
to harm us and cause more 
conflict,” he said.

“Do not forget that British 
national Nazanin Zaghari-
Ratcliffe was jailed by Iran. 
Johnson needs to focus on 
that,” he added. He said that 

the coalition supports Trump’s 
demand for changing the nuclear 
deal with Iran. He had stated 
that the deal had numerous flaws 
and threatened to pull out of the 
accord. “We are with Trump on 
this, Iran having nuclear power 
is a dangerous proposition. It 
will further destabilize the whole 
region. The nuclear project is 
not a peaceful one as they say. 
Iran is using its resources for 
this purpose instead of doing 
something to benefit the people 
of Iran,” he said. 

He said the coalition will 
continue to campaign against 
the Iranian regime. ‘Global 
campaign to advocate the non-
Persian peoples revolution’ 
was launched three weeks ago 
and it includes the following 
organizations: Ahwaz Center 

for Human Rights, Baloch 
Observatory for Human Rights, 
The Gulf European Center 
for Human Rights, Bahrain 
Human Rights Watch Society, 
Organization of the Global 
Message for Human Rights,  
World Association of Rights and 
Freedoms in Europe, Karama 
Association for Human Rights in 
Bahrain, Lebanese Foundation 
for Democracy and Human 
Rights (LIFE), Yemeni Coalition 
for Human Rights, International 
Network to support the right 
to self-determination and 
independence from the Persian 
occupation, Syrian Observatory 
for Documentation of War 
Crimes The Arabic Gateway to 
Human Rights Information and 
The Arab Observatory for Trade 
Union Rights.

Call to 
boycott 
Iran

The Qiam-1 missile manufactured by Iran

A magnifying-glass shows a 
part of the guidance system of 
an Iranian Qiam-1 ballistic mis-
sile that the US presented as evi-
dence that Iran violated a UN 
arms embargo in Yemen

Faisal Fulad
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North Town 
project 
on schedule: 
Minister 

Manama

Minister of Works, 
Municipalities Affairs 

and Urban Planning Essam 
Khalaf yesterday reviewed 
the progress achieved by the 
project to connect North Town 
to the roads network. 

The project, considered 
as one of the main arteries 

within the infrastructure and 
road projects, is being realised 
jointly by the Housing Ministry 
and the Works Ministry. 

Internal roads of the project, 
the Minister said, is being 
implemented by the Housing 
Ministry, while the main roads 
surrounding North Town, all 
entrances and exits will be 

implemented by the Works 
Ministry. 

“It is one of the main arteries 
within the infrastructure and 
roads projects, which will 
contribute to supporting 
investment and urbanisation 
in the Kingdom,” the Minister 
said while touring the site 
of the Southern Entrance to 

North Town. 
The Minister was 

accompanied by Works Affairs 
Undersecretary Ahmed Al 
Khayyat, Roads Planning 
& Design Director Kadhim 
Abdul Latif, Roads Projects 
& Maintenance Director 
Sayyed Bader Alawi, Acting 
Communications Director 

Hafedh Andulghaffar, Special 
Projects Chief Mohammed 
Hassan, Traffic Engineering 
Chief Mohammed Abdul 
Hussain, and Traffic Safety 
Head Mamdouh Mubarak.

“The construction of the 
Highway will take place parallel 
to the revamp and expansion 
of a number of roads/

highways to ensure connecting 
those main highways to 
North Highway,” stated the  
Minister. 

He extended thanks to the 
Ministry of Housing, the Traffic 
General Directorate and the 
Kuwaiti Development Fund for 
the collaboration extended to 
the Works Ministry.

Shaikh Isa Award 
categories named
Manama 

Categories for the next 
edition of Shaikh Isa bin 

Rashid Al Khalifa Award for 
Voluntary Work, due to launch 
in April 2018, was discussed 
by a purpose-formed advisory 
committee in Seef, yesterday.

Abdulrahman Askar, 
General Secretary of the award 
ceremony organisers – the 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
– chaired the Advisory 
Committee meeting.

The committee includes 
representatives of sports desks 
from local Arabic Newspapers 
– Majed Al Aradi, Mohammed 

Lori, Abbas Al A’ali, Majed 
Sultan, Salman Al Haiki, Aqeel 
Al Sayed and Ahmed Kareem.

They also discussed the 
criteria for selection of 
candidate judges, participants 
and media representatives, 
who have never been honoured 
in the last three editions of the 
award.

Launched in 2012, the 
award is named after Shaikh 
Isa bin Rashid Al Khalifa, 
second vice-chairman of 
the Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports, and BOC 
honorary president, who is 
known as one of the founders 

of the sports movement 
nationally, regionally and  
continentally. 

Last year’s edition of 
the award was staged at the 
Sofitel Hotel in Zallaq, where 
76 sports personnel were 
honoured in appreciation for 
their contributions to sports in 
their respective posts.

The award is patronized by 
Representative of His Majesty 
for Charity Work and Youth 
Affairs, Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports chairman and 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
president HH Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa

Abdulrahman Askar chairs the Advisory Committee meeting in Seef
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Bahrain to 
start tight gas 
development: 

Oil Minister  
Manama 

Bahrain’s oil minister 
yesterday revealed that the 

Kingdom, this year, will start 
the development of its tight gas 
reserves.  

Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, in an 
interview to The National, 
said that Bahrain has already 
started its pre-development 
works. 

“We’re in talks with service 
companies, Schlumberger, 
Haliburton, etc but 
eventually we will also look 
at IOCs [international oil 
companies],” the Minister 
was quoted as saying in the  
report. 

Bahrain, the Minister said, 
has ‘large’ deposits of tight 
gas within the ‘onshore Khuff 
reservoirs. He, however, 
didn’t reveal details regarding 
its size. 

Tight gas, which 
is considered as an 
unconventional source of 

natural gas, is produced 
from reservoir rocks and is 
different from Shale gas which 
is contained most commonly 
in sandstone, but sometimes 
in limestone.  The Khuff 
gas reservoir in Bahrain, 
according to Onepetro, was 
discovered in 1948 and is 
being used for municipal 
power generation and local 
refinery requirements. 

The move to develop own 
gas resources, according to the 
Minister, also complements 
the ongoing construction of 
an LNG import facility in the 
Kingdom. 

The 4.1 billion cubic 
meters per year import 
facility, which also includes 
a floating storage unit, offers 
the Kingdom the flexibility 
to cater to seasonal demand 
and the option to re-export 
to regional demand centres. 
Located at Muharraq 
Island, the permanent LNG 
import terminal is due for 

commissioning in 2019.
Once completed, the 

Minister said, the plant, 
which will be managed by 
state-owned Nogaholding, 
could be used to extend 
supply to neighbouring 
countries.

In this regard, the Minister 
also told the newspaper: “We 
are thinking of having a gas 
grid as well” just like the 
GCC Interconnection Grid, 
which connects the power 
networks of six member  
states.

The effort would be more 
for “security of supply rather 
than cost-competitiveness 
with other LNG supply,” 
the minister was quoted as 
saying.  

Bahrain, according to the 
report, is also pushing ahead 
with the expansion of its 
refinery at Sitra, with plans to 
develop an aromatics facility 
in a joint venture between 
Bahrain Petroleum Company 

and Kuwait’s Petrochemical 
Industries Corporation.

Work is already underway 
on the aromatics project. 
“We’ll have to focus on 
getting resources. It’s world-

scale aromatics, it’s a good 
time to build, the capital 
costs are competitive, the 
economics are good,” the 
minister revealed. 

The Minster, in the report, 

also said that the Kingdom is 
looking for more partners to 
develop the historic Bahrain 
oilfield, which was exited by 
a Mubadala and Occidental 
Petroleum in 2016.

Bahrain has ‘large’ deposits of tight gas 
within the ‘onshore Khuff reservoirs.

Bahrain LNG Offshore site. Courtesy Teekay
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(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Meredith Ann O’Connell

Women and 
the World 

The Golden Globes, the first major entertainment 
awards show of the season, stole the spotlight last 

week. Watching the ceremony, the unsuspecting viewer 
might have thought that the women of Hollywood were in 
mourning, with most attendees choosing black dresses over 
colorful looks. In some ways, the women were marking a 
death, but they certainly weren’t mourning it: the women 
planned the “blackout” in solidarity with their compatriots 
who have been sexually assaulted. It was the death of the 
toxic, sexist, misogynistic Hollywood and, by extent, greater 
entertainment industry. But is it truly the end of harassment 
in Hollywood?

Ever since October, the movie industry has been in a 
tailspin as famous media moguls and actors alike have been 
accused of sexual harassment and assault. In response to 
the accusations, a group of actresses banded together to 
create Times Up, an organization bent on dismantling the 
system of sexual assault not only in Hollywood but across 
the United States. They were the driving force behind the 
Golden Globes “blackout,” where the founders walked the 
red carpet with feminist activists.  

Despite the creation of Times Up (which includes a legal 
defense fund for women) and the grand show of solidarity 
at the Golden Globes, where Oprah Winfrey gave a rousing 
speech on the #MeToo movement, Hollywood has thus 
far taken an uneven approach. At the Globes not one man 
spoke up about #MeToo, although several wore Times 
Up pins on the red carpet. Perhaps they felt it better to let 
women speak—but a better gesture from Hollywood’s men 
(how about they create their own organization or fund to 
help women?) would have been appreciated.

Furthermore, the response to allegations against various 
men has been varied. In some cases, the accused men 
have been outright punished and condemned—look at 
Harvey Weinstein, Matt Lauer and Kevin Spacey. Yet 
in other cases the men, and their careers, have been left 
unscathed. Hollywood needs to take a firm stance with all 
those accused. Legal prosecution has rarely been taken up 
against any of these men, so it is odd that some cases are 
ignored while others are swiftly tried in the court of public 
opinion. Indeed, the public seems almost bored by the new 
revelations, or otherwise defensive of beloved actors whose 
transgressions should not be allowed to quietly disappear.

Will Hollywood succeed in stamping out the culture of 
sexual harassment that permeates the mechanics of the 
industry? Unlike the predictable Hollywood blockbuster, 
this ending is not so clear: only time will tell. 

Times Up in 
Hollywood

Riyadh

Saudi Arabia’s public 
prosecutor has said he 

will pursue extradition for 
corruption suspects living 
abroad as part of a two-
month-old crackdown that 
has already netted princes and 
tycoons.

Evidence is being collected 
against “fugitives” in order 
to issue indictments against 

them and request that foreign 
governments return them to 
the kingdom, Saud al-Muajab 
told Arrajol magazine in 
an interview published on 
Thursday.

It was not clear how 
many people are being 
targeted, or in which  
countries.

Saudi security forces 
have rounded up dozens of 

members of the political and 
business elite, holding them 
in Riyadh’s opulent Ritz 
Carlton hotel on the orders 
of Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman.

Saudi officials are 
negotiating settlements with 
detainees, saying they aim to 
claw back some $100 billion 
of funds that rightfully belong 
to the state.

Muajab said last month that 
most detainees had agreed to 
settlements in order to avoid 
prosecution while the rest 
could be held for several more 
months.

He told Arrajol that 
those who end up in court 
will be permitted to hire 
lawyers to defend them 
during the investigation and  
trial phases. (Reuters)

Seoul

The rival Koreas have agreed 
yesterday that their talks 

next week will address a North 
Korean art troupe’s visit to the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
in the South, rather than the 
participation of the nation’s 
athletes.

Pyongyang wanted talks on 
sending its athletes and other 
officials to the February Olympics 
to be held at a later date so that 
next Monday’s talks can focus 
primarily on the North Korean 
art troupe’s participation in 
the Games, Seoul’s Unification 
Ministry said. The South agreed 
to the North’s proposal, the 
ministry said.

Officials from the rival Koreas 
met earlier this week in the border 
village of Panmunjom, their first 
talks in more than two years. At 
that meeting they agreed to hold 
military talks and send a North 
Korean delegation of officials, 
athletes, cheerleaders, journalists 
and others to the Olympics.

Seoul’s delegation to next 
Monday’s meeting at the border 
village of Panmunjom will be an 
official from its culture ministry, 
the head of the Korean Symphony 
Orchestra and its art director 
and an official from Unification 
Ministry, the ministry said.

They will meet a delegation 
from Pyongyang headed by 
the director of the arts and 

performance bureau of the 
North’s culture ministry. A 
conductor and two other 
officials from a North Korean 
orchestra will also be part of the  
delegation.

Seoul’s Unification Ministry 
said it asked Pyongyang to 
promptly respond on when 
further talks can be held to discuss 
details of sending North Korean 
athletes and other officials to 
Games.

Separately, the International 
Olympic Committee has proposed 
a meeting on Jan. 20 at the 
IOC headquarters in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, involving the rival 
Koreas to discuss North Korea’s 
participation in Pyeongchang.

Saudi says 
to pursue 
extradition
of corruption
suspects 

Evidence is being collected against fugitives: Public Prosecutor

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
speaks during the meeting of Islamic 

Military Counter Terrorism Coalition defence 
ministers in Riyadh. Courtesy of Saudi Royal 

Court/Handout via Reuters

Koreas agree to talk on art troupe’s visit to Olympics

South Korean Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyon, right, shakes hands with the head of North 
Korean delegation Ri Son Gwon during their meeting at the Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone

Tunisia will increase aid for poor
Tunis

Tunisia plans to increase 
support for poor families 

and needy people by some $70 
million, a government minister 
said on Saturday, after protests 
broke out in the North African 
country.

Protests, some of them 
violent, were held on Monday 

against austerity measures such 
as increases of tax and prices 
imposed by the government to 
cut a budget deficit.

The government will increase 
aid for poor families and needy 
people such as pensioners 
by 170 million dinars ($70.3 
million), Mohamed Trabelsi, 
minister of social affairs, told 

reporters. “This will concern 
about 250,000 families,” he 
said. “It will help the poor and 
middle class.”

Activists and the opposition 
have called for fresh protests 
on Sunday, the seventh 
anniversary of the toppling of 
Zine El-Abidine Ben Ali, the 
first leader to fall in the 2011 

“Arab Spring” protests that 
swept the region.

President Beji Caid Essebsi 
will on Sunday visit the poor 
district of Ettadhamen in the 
capital Tunis hit by protests 
to give a speech and open a 
cultural center, an official said. 
He has never visited the district 
before.
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Jenny Braconnier sits at a hulking 
grey machine, amid the fumes 

of molten lead, swiftly typing out 
the news from northeast France 
on a strange-looking keyboard that 
produces lines of metal type.

Beside her is a smartphone, one 
of the few nods to modernity in the 
deliberately retro newsroom of Le 
Democrate de l’Aisne.

Braconnier, 21, and four young 
colleagues have mastered a 1970s 
Linotype machine for the weekly 
newspaper which covers an area 
near Belgium that proudly sticks 
with a technology most papers 
abandoned decades ago.

The four-page broadsheet, which 
bills itself “100 percent lead, zero 
percent web”, covers the local 
farming scene along with more 
timely concerns like trends in New 
Year’s greeting cards or the tally of 
anti-fraud operations carried out in 
the area last year.

“It’s a place where we do 
whatever it takes,” said Braconnier, 
who started three years ago at what 
she readily admits is “an unusual 
job”.

Each strike of the Linotype’s 
keyboard sends a “matrix”, part of 
a mould for forming each character 
of type, into a cartridge that sets a 
single line of text.

Once it’s ready, the molten 
lead -- in fact an alloy of lead, tin 
and antimony -- is poured into 
the moulds, which are then set for 
printing.

It’s an exacting process, and not 
easy to pick up.

“There are no more schools, no 
more courses. I learned it all in a 
couple months” before two fellow 
typesetters retired, Braconnier said.

And it isn’t not easy to keep 
a Linotype up and running -- in 
September the rotary press from 
1927 broke down, forcing the paper 
to resort to digital printing for three 
months.

“The clutch gave up, and so did 
the drive belt,” said Kevin Germain, 
26, who originally trained as a car 
mechanic.

The newspaper had to find a 
foundry to make replacement parts 
out of steel.
- ‘Young people can adapt’ -

The Aisne 
Democrat was founded in 1906 by 
Pascal Ceccaldi, a recently arrived 
Corsican who was elected to 
parliament representing the town 
of Vervins.

At one point the paper was 
publishing 20,000 copies a day, 
employing 20 typesetters who could 
put out up to six pages.

These days circulation stands at 
some 1,500 copies a week that sell 
for 60 euro cents ($0.70) each, with 
the young team backed by former 
employees as well as the paper’s 
director, Jacques Piraux, 76.

“I’ve got my succession plans 
in place,” says Piraux, who is also 
president of the Friends of the 
Democrat, the association which 
took over the paper in 1987 as it was 
facing insolvency.

He is convinced that “young 
people can adapt” and keep up the 
hot-metal-type tradition, which has 
earned the paper subscribers from 
as far away as Sydney and Hong 
Kong.

His most recent recruit is Nicolas 
Laplace, 29, who recently was 
fishing around for matrices to slot 
into the cartridges -- in reverse 
order, as required for the printing 
process.

“It wasn’t easy at the beginning,” 
he acknowledged.

“It’s part of what sets us apart,” 
said Eleonore Dufrenois, a reporter 
and assistant director.

“The other part is the layout 
itself, the columns, made with the 
lead -- it’s the last in Europe,” she 
said.

The Democrat even won a 
special mention at the “Future of 
the Press” trade show outside Paris 
last November.

“People buy us because we’re 
different in both content and form,” 
Dufrenois said. “We’re unusual”.
- Safeguarding the future -

But maintaining its financial 
balance is a constant battle, even 
with a solid base of some 1,100 
subscribers who pay 26 euros a year.

The paper accepts no advertising 
beyond legal notices -- its main 
source of revenue -- and refuses 
the subsidies offered by the French 
government to newspapers, as a 
gauge of its independence.

Annual revenue stands at around 
150,000 euros, and the paper is 
thinking of setting up a foundation 
or a museum dedicated to the 
history of the press.

There are no plans, however, 
to expand onto the internet: the 
Aisne Democrat appears destined 
to continue emerging from a 
workshop heavy with the smell of 
lead and the clacking of metal on 
metal.

But as it pushes ahead after 112 
years, the paper is in the market for 
a new Linotype. (AFP)

A man works on a linotype 
machine in the printing compa-
ny’s workshop of the Democrate 
de l’Aisne in Vervins

Eleonore Dufrenois, journal-
ist and assistant director at the 
Democrate de l’Aisne, a weekly 
published in northern France

A worker composes an edition of Le 
Democrate de l’Aisne newspaper on a 
Linotype machine, a technology aban-
doned by newspapers decades ago

The composing room at the 
Democrate de l’Aisne, where a 
handful of young people have 
learned how to use Linotype 
machines
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products from 
CES 201855

Las Vegas
What happens in Vegas doesn’t always stay in Vegas — at least hopefully not 
for a bunch of the products showcased here last week.

Some of the technology that debuts at CES, the annual consumer electronics 
show, turns out to be “vaporware,” that is, it will never make a commercial 
debut for one reason or another. But the following five products should have a 
chance vying for space in your home or driveway.

Virtual reality hasn’t take off as fast as many predicted, but 
perhaps it’s because of the annoying cables coming out of 
the back. Or with some models, you need to shove your phone 
inside the headset. Instead, Lenovo’s Mirage Solo is the first “self-contained” 
VR headset. It doesn’t need a phone, PC, or video game console. Based on Google’s 
Daydream platform, you’ll download games over Wi-Fi to the local 64GB of internal 
storage (or snap in a microSD card), or you can sideload games using USB. It ships with a 
remote and will be priced under $400 when it debuts by the summer.

Toyota chose CES to unveil e-Palette, a concept 
for the future of autonomous (“self-driving”) 
vehicles. Perhaps one day in the not-too-distant 
future, your vehicle will not  only drive you 
around from point A to point B, but  deliver  you 
food on-demand, and even serve as a mobile 
storefront that brings products to you instead of 
the other way around. Toyota is teaming up with 
Uber, Pizza Hut and Amazon, to start, but the first 
live demonstration of Toyota e-Palette won’t be 
until the Tokyo Olympics in 2020.

There was no shortage of voice-
enabled Amazon Alexa and Google 
Assistant-powered devices at CES this 
year – from TVs and cars to Wi-Fi 
routers and even shower heads – 
and there were no fewer than four 
different “smart displays” powered 
by Google Assistant. Rivaling the 
Amazon Echo Show, the JBL LINK 
View is an 8-inch touch display and 
speaker that lets you ask Google a 
question or give a command, and 
along with getting a human-like voice 
responding to you, you’ll also see info 
on the screen, such as a multi-day 
weather forecast, recipe, photos, a 
YouTube video, and album art for 
your streaming music. Make free 
Google Duo video calls through its 
5-megapixel camera, too. No price 
announced, but should be out by 
summer.

LG is no stranger to smart appliances, 
and CES 2018 showcased a few 
of them – including stovetops, 
dishwashers, washers and dryers – 
but it was the new InstaView ThinQ 
refrigerator that caught my eye, 
featuring a 29-inch touchscreen that 
becomes transparent if users knock 
on it twice. You can draw notes 
to the family on the screen, place 
virtual stickers, pull up recipes, and 
be notified of expiration dates on 

food. Or you can talk to it 
using Amazon Alexa. 

There’s also a wide-
angle camera on 

the inside of 
the fridge that 
will let you 
remotely view 
your fridge to 
see if you’re out 
of milk or eggs. 

(USA Today)

Sony is back with its aibo robotic dog, and as 
you might expect, it’s light years ahead of the 
first aibo that debuted almost 20 years ago. 
With advanced engineering for fluid 
movement, more sensors on its body, 
and artificial intelligence (including 
more personality), it was a huge hit 
at CES this year. Look closely and 
you can see two cameras — in 
its nose and near its tail – to help 
identify family members and 
map your home environment. 
It’s certainly not cheap at $1,800 
and it’s only available in Japan, but 
play with aibo for just a few minutes 
and you’ll immediately see its charm. 

Game on

Google with a view

Fresh take on fridges

A store on wheels?

Pet project

8 in 1 expo 
concludes

DT News Network
news@dt.bh

The ‘8 in 1 expo’ which 
opened on Thursday came to 

a close yesterday after welcoming 
thousands of shoppers

Around 30,000 visitors 
attended the first edition of the ‘8 
in 1 expo’ which took place over 
the past three days. The first of its 
kind expo included six exhibitions 
namely Bahrain International 
Expo, Bahrain International 
Modern House, Bahrain 
International Technology 

Expo, Bahrain International 
Health and Beauty, Fashion 
Time Exhibition, and Perfume 
expo. The event was organized 
by the First target at  Bahrain 
International  Exhibition  & 
Convention Centre.

Organizers said that the event 
is named ‘8 in 1’ expo as it 
intends to include 8 exhibitions 
under one roof. “Although this 
year’s edition included only 6 
expos, next year’s will include 
8,” said  First target CEO Yousif 
Dawood.

No need to review oil 
output cuts, says UAE

Suspects in 
Ritz jewel 
heist jailed

The oil market fundamentals are 
strong and there is no need to panic 

as prices touched $70 per barrel last 
week, UAE Minister of Energy and 
Industry Suhail bin Mohammed Faraj 
Faris Al Mazrouei said on Saturday.

He was speaking at the Atlantic 
Council Global Energy Forum that 
opened in the UAE capital on January 
12. The forum brings together global 
energy leaders to throw light on the 
challenges and opportunities for 
cooperation in the energy sector and 
formulate responses to the changing 

geopolitics of energy transition.
Speaking at a session on ‘The future 

of Opec and oil markets’, Al Mazrouei 
said he does not see the need to review 
output cuts as the surging price is due to 
peak demand this month.

“It is premature. The market is not 
far from where we are today. There is an 
increase in price. But we need to wait for 
the first or second quarter and are still 
worried about 100 million barrels of five 
years average. The market fundamentals 
have not given us any signals that we 
need to do something [about cutting 
output].

“I don’t believe if we see the prices go 
up to $69 or $70 per barrel, we should 
meet and panic. I think we stay on 
course.”

Al Mazrouei said at the oil ministers’ 
meeting in Oman next week, they will 
take stock of the situation. “I am not 
expecting any huge changes or review.”

According to him, high compliance 
by oil-producing countries to the 
agreed output cut has also resulted in 
the market regulating itself. “Countries 
were committed and transparent. They 
delivered what they promised.” (Khaleej 
Times)

Paris 

Three suspects in the bold 
jewellery robbery that took 

place on the ground floor of 
Paris’ Ritz Hotel have been 
handed preliminary charges.

A judicial official said 
on Saturday that the three 
were jailed and put under 
investigation for organized 
armed robbery with threats and 
voluntary violence with arms in 
a group, among other charges.

The official wasn’t authorised 
to speak publicly and couldn’t 
be named.

Two alleged accomplices 
escaped after the Wednesday 
evening heist. Authorities have 
said they recovered all the 
stolen merchandise, which had 
an estimated value of about 4.5 
million euros ($5.4 million).

According to police 
accounts, the three entered a 
service door, smashed jewelry 
stands with axes and threw 
bags of items out a window to 
accomplices who fled in a car 
and on a scooter.

Yousif Dawood

Suhail bin Mohammed 
Faraj Faris Al Mazrouei
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Shanghai

A Chinese salvage team recovered two bodies on Saturday 
from a stricken Iranian oil tanker, that was still blazing a 

week after it caught fire and was left 
adrift following a collision in the 
East China Sea, state news agency 
Xinhua reported. The four members 
of the salvage team wore respirators 
to board the “Sanchi”, where 
they found the two bodies on the  
deck.

Washington 

U.S. Ambassador to Panama John Feeley, a career diplomat 
and former Marine Corps helicopter pilot, has resigned, 

saying he no longer felt able to serve 
President Donald Trump. Feeley, 
one of the department’s Latin 
America specialists and among its 
senior most officers, made clear that 
he had come to a place where he 
no longer felt able to serve under 
Trump.

Steve Goldstein,

Two bodies recovered from tanker US ambassador to Panama resigns Everyone has a line that they will not 
cross. If the ambassador feels that he 
can no longer serve ... then he has made 
the right decision for himself and we 
respect that.”

US Under Secretary of State on U.S. 
Deputy Chief of Mission John Feeley’s 

resignation from the post.

The Information & eGovernment Authority (iGA) has launched the Government 
Directory mobile app, on the eGovernment Apps Store at bahrain.bh/apps. 

Available on Android and iOS 
platforms, the application can 
be easily downloaded by vis-
iting the eGovernment Apps 
Store on Bahrain.bh/apps. 

Android/iOS

Features
Provides contact details 
of nearly 700 employees 
from 55 entities

Allows calling, emailing as 
well as adding a contact to 
the directory or marking it 
as a favourite 

Enables users to search for 
a particular government 
entity and its employees

Includes locations of gov-
ernment entities 

Provides details of Social 
media accounts. 

Regular 
updation
Contact details 
will be updated 

regularly by 
government 

entities 

The app is part of the direct government communication series 
with citizens and residents, as it provides contact details of 

senior public officials – ministers, deputy ministers, undersecretaries, 
chief executive officers, advisors, directors and acting directors,”

- Mohammed Abdulaziz,
Acting Director of eServices & Channel Enhancement at iGA

DT News Network
Manama 

Bahrain’s Oil Minister 
yesterday said it is 

imperative for all countries 
including Bahrain to make 
commitments and initiatives 
to reduce emissions of 
greenhouse gases by the year 
2020.

“The Paris agreement 
needs to be adjusted to bring 
down the rate of warming 
earth to not exceed 1.5°C,” 
Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa said 
stressing that the National 
Oil and Gas Authority is keen 
on reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions in various sectors.

The 2015 Paris agreement 

was signed by 176 countries, 
including Bahrain.  

The authority, the Minister 
said, exerts great importance 
on the subject of climate 
change, especially in view 
of the fact that oil is one of 
the sectors most affected by 
climate change. 

MERTC conference 
The Minister was speaking 
on the occasion of the 
World Refining Association 
selecting Bahrain to 
introduce a series of Middle 
East Refining Technology 
Conference (MERTC) for the 
second time. 

MERTC will take place 
under the Patronage of Shaikh 

Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa, Minister of Oil, from 
23 to 24 January 2018. 

Organised in collaboration 
with the National Oil and Gas 
Authority, the event will see 
the participation of experts, 
specialists, and managers from 
the field of oil refining, as well 
as those interested in the field 
of refining technology from 
the technical and research and 
academic institutions.

More than 40 global 
experts and specialists are 
expected to speak on topics 
including refining, carbon 
emission, plans for growth, 
investment strategies as well 
as opportunities in refining 
and petrochemicals. 

Reduce 
emission 
of green 
house 
gases:
Oil Minister
Oil Minister to patronize 2nd Edition of Middle East Refining Technology Conference 

Jakarta

Indonesia’s central bank has 
issued a fresh warning about 

trading in cryptocurrencies like 
bitcoin because of the risk of 
losses to the public and even a 
potential threat to the stability 
of the financial system.

Bank Indonesia (BI) 
has previously said that 
cryptocurrencies were not 
recognized as a legal medium 
of exchange, so that they could 
not be used as a means of 
payment in Indonesia.

“The ownership of virtual 

currencies is high risk and 
prone to speculation because 
there is no authority who 
takes responsibility, there is 
no official administrator and 
there is no underlying asset to 
be the basis for the price,” BI 
spokesman Agusman said. 

Central bank of Indonesia 
warns over cryptocurrencies
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.3799 0.3354

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.0873 0.2877 0.2540

OMAN 0.3849 0.3820 0.3878 0.3425

QATAR 3.6420 3.6143 3.6699 3.2405

UAE 3.6730 3.6451 3.7011 3.2681

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7215 3.7787 3.3366

AUSTRALIA 0.2920 0.2896
BANGLADESH 0.00483 0.00458
CANADA 0.3018 0.2985
DENMARK 0.0627 
EGYPT 0.0241 0.0218
EURO 0.4501 0.4476
HONGKONG 0.04970 0.04930
INDIA  0.00582 0.00585
INDONESIA 0.00003017 0.00002855
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010964 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000300 
JAPAN 0.00352 0.003450
JORDAN 0.5362 0.5354
KOREA 0.00039646 
KUWAIT 1.254 1.254
MALAYSIA 0.0938 0.0936
NEW ZEALAND 0.2616 0.2616
NORWAY 0.0481 
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00365
OMAN 0.98220 0.98340
PAKISTAN 0.00366 0.00358
PHILIPPINES 0.00758 0.00747
QATAR 0.10386 0.10381
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10065 0.10071
SINGAPORE 0.2834 0.2814
SOUTH AFRICA 0.02850 0.02840
SRI LANKA 0.00283 0.00246
SWEDISH 0.0479 
SWITZERLAND 0.3891 0.3861
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0018
TAIWAN 0.013100 
THAILAND 0.011730 0.011710
TURKEY 0.1024 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5076 0.5047
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102850 0.102870
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800 Manama 

Ithmaar Bank, a Bahrain-
based Islamic retail bank, 

re-launched its Thimaar 
savings account for a new year, 
offering its Thimaar account 
holders 4,015 prizes - the 
highest by any bank in Bahrain. 

The Bank also said it has 
increased the total prize 
purse to US$3,170,000, 
including three grand prizes 
of US$250,000 each, making it 
one of the largest to be won in 
the Kingdom - all for a BD30 
deposit.

“Ithmaar Bank is committed 
to becoming the Islamic 
retail bank of choice,” said 
Ithmaar Bank  Deputy Chief 

Executive Officer – Banking 
Group,  Abdulhakeem Al 
Mutawa. 

“To do so, we work to 
continuously improve our 
products and services while 
growing closer to customers 
and, as result, our Thimaar 
offering is revised and 
improved every year,” said  Al 
Mutawa. 

“We noticed increased 
customer interest in Thimaar 
savings with a corresponding 
increase in business and 
decided the best way of 
rewarding these loyal 
customers is by increasing 
the number of prizes thereby 
increasing their chances to win 
– and we structured Thimaar 
accordingly, then worked to 
further enhance our offerings 

every year,” he said.
In 2018, Thimaar account 

will offer a total of US$3,170,000 
in prizes- including 
US$1,320,000 monthly prizes, 
US$750,000 grand prizes that 
include US$250,000 for each 
winner, US$600,000 Eid prizes, 
US$300,000 Thimaar junior 
and US$200,000 national 
day prizes- to a total of 4,015 
winners.

Every BD30 maintained 
as an average monthly 
balance qualifies a customer 
to enter the draws. The more 
customers save, and the longer 
they maintain balances in 
multiples of BD30, the more 
opportunities they have to win.

Ithmaar offers over 4,000
Thimaar account prizes

Abu Dhabi

Iraqi Oil Minister Jabar 
al-Luaibi said yesterday 

that the OPEC member’s oil 
output capacity is nearing 5 
million barrels per day, but 
the country will remain in full 
compliance with its output 
target under a global pact to 
cut supplies.

Luaibi said the supply cut 
agreement between OPEC 
and non-OPEC producers 
should continue despite a rise 
in oil prices.

“The market now is not 
100pc stable,” he said at an 
industry conference in Abu 
Dhabi, adding that current 
oil prices could be sustained, 

but there might be some 
fluctuations.

For the week, Brent crude 
rose 3.3pc, while U.S. West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude jumped 4.7pc, having 
hit its hit its strongest since 
late 2014 at $64.77 on 
Thursday.

The deal between the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and 
Russia to cut 1.8 million barrels 
per day of crude, which started 
in January 2017, is due to last 
until the end of 2018.

Luaibi said current Iraq’s 
oil production is about 4.3 
million barrels per day.

Despite the increase in oil 

production from the United 
States, “so far there is a 
balance” in the oil market, 
Luaibi said.

“We are watching the 
market and the market is 
okay in terms of supply and 
demand balance. There’s still 
a gap, inventories are still 
high. The inventory level will 
decrease gradually and we will 
see how things will go,” he told  
reporters.

Luaibi also said that his 
ministry plans to conclude 
three contracts with 
international gas companies 
by mid-2018 to utilize gas from 
Basra, Maysan and Nassiriyah 
southern provinces.

He said that by 2021, the 
country plans to “reach zero 
gas flaring”.

Iraq is forced to flare some 
of the gas produced alongside 
crude oil as it lacks the 
facilities needed to capture 
and process it into usable fuel.

The country has just one 
gas processing company, the 
Basrah Gas Company, a joint 
venture between Iraq’s state-
run South Gas Co., Shell and 
Mitsubishi. OPEC’s second-
largest crude producer after 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq is seeking 
to increase its oil and gas 
income, which account for 
nearly all its public budget. 
(Reuters)

Iraq nears 
oil output 
capacity of 
5 million bpd

A view shows the al-Shuaiba oil 
refinery in southwest Basra

Abdulhakeem Al Mutawa
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Campus@dt.bh
“When education the mind 
of our youth, we must not 

forget to educate their hearts.”  
-Dalai Lama 

Al Noor  
Kindergarten
celebrates 
annual 
sports day
The 13th Annual Kindergarten 

Sports Day was held at Al Noor 
International School where about 500 
Kindergarten students from Nursery 
and Reception classes competed with 
each other in a number of colourful 
sports events for gold, silver, and bronze 
medals.  

In attendance were the School 
Director Dr. Muhammad Mashood, 
Principal   Ameen   Mohammed 
Hulaiwah as well as other school offi-
cials and staff.

The Kindergarten students enthusi-
astically cheered their team mates with 
their band performance, viewed by more 
than 800 spectators. The programme 
commenced with the verse from the 
Holy Quran recited by Ahmed Kadhem 
of Reception 34. Talal Ali of Reception 
6 and Aroosh Mudassar of Reception 
16, delivered the welcome speech. The 
oath was taken by AdbulRahman Naser 
of Reception 15 and Zahraa Mohamed 
Ebrahim of Reception 17. 

  All participants received gifts for tak-
ing part in the events and the day ended 
with the lowering of the school flag.

Quality Education School conducted an Investiture Ceremony at both the campuses on Thursday where all the Student Council Members were felicitated in the presence of Parents, 
Staff & the Students.
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The Bahrain 
K e r a l e e y a 
S a m a j a m 
d o n a t e d 
INR1,00,000 
to CM’s Okhi 
Relief Fund. 
BKS Presi-
dent P. V. Rad-
hakrishna Pil-
lai presented 
the cheque 
to Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, CM of 
Kerala,  in the 
presence of  
Dr Ravi Pillai, 
Soman Baby, 
Subair Kan-
nur and C.V. 
Narayanan

LMRA CEO Ausamah Al Absi received US Ambassador Justin Hicks Siberell. He briefed the newly-appointed diplomat on 
the establishment of the regulatory authority as one of the economic reform projects, stressing its role in organizing tripar-
tite production relations and providing high-quality services

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr. Abdulhussain Mirza attended the eighth annual assembly of 
the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), which started today in Abu Dhabi, the United Arab 
Emirates.  The two-day global event is being attended by around 1,100 delegates from more than 150 
governments, the private sector and civil society to discuss key issues in the global energy transition

Minister of  Works , Municipalities  Affairs &  Urban Planning Essam Khalaf received at his office civil engineer from the Ministry’s Roads Planning and Design 
Directorate Ahmed Bu Asli, who presented a copy of his Master’s thesis in Transport Engineering from Lincoln College. The thesis is titled ‘Roundabouts Op-
erational Analysis and Improvement Techniques.’ The minister commended the efforts of Al Asli, praised the content of his studies and researches that are 
directly related to the work environment

Health Minister Faeqa Saeed Al Saleh received MP Mohamed Al Jowder, to discuss the health services 
provided to the citizens. The minister praised the directives of HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
the Prime Minister to continuously maintain the provision of quality health services and medicines for 
all patients through the provision of financial support to the ministry and the allocation of the necessary 
budgets for medical inventories
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The Area 11 Toastmasters of Di-
vision K, District 20 organised its 
annual speech contest at Ahlia 
university Hall, Hoora. The Toast-
masters from Krypton Advanced 
Toastmasters, Indian Academy 
Toastmasters and Krypton Inno-
vative Toastmasters took part in 
Table Topics, Evaluation, Humor-
ous  and International speech 
contest. The winners are Biljana 
Davaceva, Neenu Mary, Hamza 
Ali, MB Reddy, Srinivas T K , 
and Meenakshi Sundaram. The 
event was attended by Division 
K Director-Sanjib Mohapatra, 
Division A Director-Anil Menon, 
Area 11 Director-Suresh Subra-
manian and Contest chairper-
son Elamurugu S . In the  Picture, 
winners with event officials

LMRA CEO Ausamah Al Absi received US Ambassador Justin Hicks Siberell. He briefed the newly-appointed diplomat on 
the establishment of the regulatory authority as one of the economic reform projects, stressing its role in organizing tripar-
tite production relations and providing high-quality services

Bharathi Association, a registered body functioning under the guidelines of the Ministry of Social Affairs,  celebrated Pongal – the Harvest Festival in co-ordination with the 
Indian club on Friday at Indian club premises in the presence of Indian Ambassador Alok Kumar Sinha and other dignitaries

Minister of  Works , Municipalities  Affairs &  Urban  Planning Essam Khalaf toured the site of the Southern Entrance to North Town, where 
he inspected progress achieved in the project. The minister said that the project aims to connect North Town to the roads network, where 
the internal roads are to be implemented by the Housing Ministry, while the main roads surrounding North Town, all entrances and exits 
will be implemented by the Works Ministry

Minister of  Works , Municipalities  Affairs &  Urban Planning Essam Khalaf received at his office civil engineer from the Ministry’s Roads Planning and Design 
Directorate Ahmed Bu Asli, who presented a copy of his Master’s thesis in Transport Engineering from Lincoln College. The thesis is titled ‘Roundabouts Op-
erational Analysis and Improvement Techniques.’ The minister commended the efforts of Al Asli, praised the content of his studies and researches that are 
directly related to the work environment



Dubai

Hollywood actress Lindsay 
Lohan says that she is 

designing her own island, 
here and it will be called 

“Lohan Island”.
During her 
appearance on “The 

Wendy Williams 
Show” on January 
12, the “Mean Girls” 
actress said that 
her plans to design 
one of the islands 

within The World Islands, an artificial 
archipelago of small islands off the coast 
of her adopted home Dubai, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

“I’m discussing designing an island in 
Dubai, with The World Islands. I have 
a lot of little projects there because I 
like to keep busy,” she told host Wendy 
Williams.

She added: “So, when I’m finished 
filming (British sitcom) ‘Sick Note’ I can 
go back to Dubai, start the lipstick, discuss 
that and then design this island, Lohan 
Island.” (IANS)

The ‘Molly’s Game’ 
star Jessica Chastian 

is proud that, in an era 
where politics is becoming 
more “conservative and 
intolerant”, the movie 
industry is trying to be more 
diverse and pushing for 
gender equality.

She said: “The industry 
is changing. In a world 
where politics is becoming 
so conservative and so 
intolerant, the industry 
wants diversity and tolerance 
and gender equality. So I do 

feel that there’s a change 
now.”

But the 40-year-old 
actress finds it frustrating 
that women are asked 
about their age and future 
opportunities once they 
hit their forties because 
she thinks the questions 
“devalue” females.

She said: “I don’t even 
like talking about age.

“I feel like by answering 
it I’m doing a disservice 
to women everywhere.” 
(femalefirst.co.uk)

Los Angeles

“Harry Potter” star 

Daniel Radcliffe 

has broken his silence 

on the controversy 

surrounding the casting 

of actor Johnny Depp in 

“Fantastic Beasts” movies.

Radcliffe opened up 

about his thought on the 

casting backlash, which was 

first sparked after Depp was 

accused of abusing his ex-wife 

Amber Heard during their 

marriage, reports ew.com.

Addressing the criticism that 

writer J.
K. Rowling, director David 

Yates and studio Warner 

Bros. have faced in keeping 

Depp as the titular villain in 

“Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 

of Grindelwald”, Radcliffe said: 

“It’s very hard thing for me.”

The Harry Potter depicter 

went on saying that the 

producers were the ones who 

“gave me a great start in life and 

an amazing job.” (IANS)

Ellen DeGeneres @TheEllenShow

I’m so grateful for every comment, every message, 
every heart. Thank you.
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Los Angeles

Academy Award-
winning actor 

Leonardo DiCaprio’s 
is in talks to star in the 

currently untitled project 
about American 

criminal Charles 
Manson and 

the Manson 
F a m i l y 

murders directed by 
Quentin Tarantino.

The untitled project is 
based on the 1969 murder 
spree conducted by four 
members of the Manson 
Family, a cult led by Charles 
Manson.

The murders took place in 
the home of actress Sharon 
Tate, the wife of director 

Roman Polanski, 
who was killed when 
she was eight months 
pregnant, alongside 
four others.

Charles and 
other members of 
his “family” were 
sentenced to life 
imprisonment in 
1971. (IANS)

Brisbane

Singer-actress Miley Cyrus, who is engaged to Liam Hemsworth, 

has wished “Happiest birthday” to the actor -- her “very best 

friend”.
The “Malibu” singer took time out from her vacation in 

Hemsworth’s native Australia to post a birthday message on 

Instagram on Friday, reports people.com.

“Happiest birthday to my very best friend on the 

entire planet!” Cyrus captioned the post, which 

featured three candid photographs of the couple 

cuddled up together.
Hemsworth turned 28 on Saturday and is 

celebrating his birthday on the Gold Coast, 

Queensland, where he and Cyrus are 

holidaying along with his parents.

The couple, who first began dating 

after meeting on the set of their 2009 

movie “The Last Song”, were seen 

soaking in the sun on Thursday, 

walking around hand-in-hand. 

(IANS)
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Frankie Sandford

British singer and member of the pop girl group The 
Saturdays alongside Vanessa White, Mollie King, 
Rochelle Wiseman, and Una Healy. She was also a 
member of S Club Juniors and has pursued a solo 

career.

Terence Marsh 
passes away

Two-time Oscar-
winning production 

designer and art 
director Terence Marsh 
has passed away at the 
age of 86.

According to the 
reporter, Marsh 

passed away Tuesday 
at his Pacific Palisades 
home after a four-year 
battle with cancer, his 
wife, former talent 
agent Sandra Marsh, 
announced.

The London native 

won two Oscars for his 
work as an art director on 
David Lean’s romantic 
epic ‘Doctor Zhivago’ 
and Carol Reed’s 1968 
musical ‘Oliver!’, and 
was nominated for three 
BAFTAs. (ANI)



MAC BOOK PRO
2.9 Corei7, 2 GB 
Graphics, 512 GBSSD, 
16 GB Memory Contact 
: 33666773

CASIO TONE 
BANK , 
KEY BOARD
MT T50 with Stand , 
Black Color , Contact 
:33335690

MULTI GYM
Rarely Used- in Good 
condition ,
Contact  : 38950916

FOR SALE
Various used 
Household/Kids items 
for sale in Isa town , 
Contact  : 33458800

TOYOTA YARIS
2012 Model , 55000 
KM , In mint condition ,
Contact  : 32317671

TOYOTA COROLLA
2009 model , White 
Color, 138000 KMS , 
Passing until 2019,In 
good condition for BHD  
1850
Contact : 33830591

TOYOTA YARIS
-Green Color. 148000k 
KM, Passing until 2019 
in good condition. 2nd 
Owner-  
BHD 1550.
Contact : 38185155

TOYOTA YARIS
Manual Shift ,  White 
Color,  120000 KM, 
Passing until 31-05-
2018.Good condition 
BHD 1150.
Contact : 36294798

HONDA CIVIC
Blue Color, 200000KM, 
Passing until 31-08-
2018.Good condition, 
BHD 750.
Contact: 38185155

TOYOTA ECHO
Manual Gear, White 
Color, 200000 KM, 
Passing until 31-08-
2018 in good condition 
BHD 700.
Contact :33830591

TOYOTA YARIS. 
White color, 142000 
KM, Passing: 
31-10-2018,Good 
condition BHD 1300, 
Contact:-36294798

SHONEEZ 
MOTORS LEXUS 
LX570 (2018) = 
BHD39,999.000 , 
GAC- GS8 (2018) 
= BHD9,500.000 , 
SUZUKI VITARA 
= BHD8,150.000, 
TOYOTA TRD 86 
= BHD11,500.000, 
CHEVROLET SPARK 
= BHD4,499.000 , And 
much more favorable 
offers at the showroom!
Contact us on 
:39668636 -17556862, 
Address: Al Burhama 
, Rakan Center, 
Kingdom of Bahrain.
Block 354, Road 5447, 
Bldg 1974, Shop 18

SPECIAL 
COACHING FOR 
MATHEMATICS, 
STATISTICS, 
PHYSICS & 
CHEMISTRY 
for All Bachelors & 
Masters Programs 
including Engineering & 
Poly Technic for More 
details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L ,Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971, Website: 
www.ieecbahrain.com
Email: info@
ieecbahrain.com

ART GURU
THE ART OF 
EXCELLENCE
ART CLASSES
Classes in
DRAWING
PAINTING
ENGINEERING 
DRAWING
CARTOON
CARICATURE
CRAFTS
For more detais
Call : 33765757
Log on : www.artguru.in
Let us grow together in 
the artistic way

SAT, JEE &NEET 
PREPARATION IN 
BAHRAIN 
Regular NEET & IIT-
JEE Coaching for XI 
& XII, Medical and 
Engineering Entrance 

Program Crash Course 
March-April18, NEET/
JEE Intensive Training. 
Starts immediately 
after 12th Board 
Exam SAT-I & SAT-II 
Preparations .For more 
details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L .Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971Website: 
www.ieecbahrain.
com Email: info@
ieecbahrain.com

INDIAN INSTITUTE 
FOR PERFORMING 
ARTS(IIPA)
the pioneering and 
legally acclaimed 
Institution of its kind 
in Bahrain offers 
systematic classes in 
Carnatic/Hindustani,
vocal , 
Bharathanatyam,
Mohiniyattam, 
Kuchipudi,Kathak, 
Violin, Keyboard, 
Guitar, Piano, Drawing/
Painting. Transportaion 
available.
For Details call: 
17231717,
Email:iipa@batelco.
com.bh

WE DO OUTDOOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND 
VIDEOGRAPHY 
@ REASONABLE 
PRICE WITH 
HIGH QUALITY 
HD CAMERA BY 
PROFESSIONAL 
TEAM.
For more Information 
Contact us: 
Lensmagic Digital 
Studio
Shop 10 Block 326
Ozama Bin Zaid 
Avenue
Adliya
Tel: 17179172 / 
17621070 / 17745983
Mob: 39943116 

WHITE DRAGON 
PEST CONTROL
for eliminating Bed 
Bugs , Cockroaches, 
Contact  : 39404821 , 
17246181

HIGH BUILDING 
GATE 
CONSTRUCTION 
S.P.C (HBGC) 
Interior Design 
and Construction 
Company – Interior 
Decoration,Gypsum 
Plasterboard & 
Gypsum Decorative 
ceilings,Metal 
and ineral Fiber 
Ceilings,GRG 
Ceilings , Aluminum 
Ceilings Gypsum 
Partitions,Thermal 
Insulations , Wall 
Claddings and Parquet 
Flooring ,Building 
Maintenance, Civil, 
Painting and Electrical 
works.Contact : 
17540231 ,33477793 
,Email:hbgcspc@gmail.
com.

SHONEEZ 
MOTORS
We offer you the 
strongest offers for the 
New Year 2018 with 
the latest models of 
new and old cars. Visit 
us and get your cars 
at the best prices and 
offers from BCFC. Visit 
us and get the chance 
to be one of the lucky 
winners with our latest 
promotions! Contact 
us on: 39668636 
-17556862,Address: 
Al Burhama , Rakan 
Center, Kingdom of 
Bahrain. Block 354, 
Road 5447, Bldg 1974, 
Shop 18

COZMO TRAVEL
One stop shop 
renowned for an 
extensive range of 
travel products and 
services including flight 
tickets, hotel bookings, 
visa services, travel 
insurance,holiday 
packages and group 
tours.Special promotion 
packages available to 
Georgia starting from 
BHD 120 per person              
( Flight+Hotel)  The 
current portfolio boasts 
100 + branches 
covering UAE, KSA, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
India & China. For 
more information visit  
www.cozmotravel.com  
or call+973 13350111 &  
973 17491950

ROSE PETALS
designer ladies 
boutique with unique 
collection for women 
such as Kurtis , 
ethnic wears, western 
designer gowns, 
branded leggings , 
patiala, palazzo pants 
also has a  wide 
range of fabrics and 
custom made stitching 

for ladies and kids 
available. for more info 
contact 77334499

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICE
Car washing, lubricants 
change, all kinds of 
repairs, computer 
diagnostic, BG 
services. Al hajjiyath, 
Riffa :17760042

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICES
Car detailing, window 
tinting, seat upholstery, 
paint protection film, 
A/C works, Al hajjiyath, 
Riffa 17009275

ROHITH CAR 
SERVICES 
Car washing, all kinds 
of lubricants, flushing 
service . Mameer, Sitra 
road
17700566

AL TAHALIF 
CONTRACTING
All kinds of Civil works 
includes Electrical 
, Mechanical and 
Plumbing. Contact : 
39656092

MAGNUM IMPRINT 
W.L.L. 
Large format digital 
printing. All kind of 
sign boards, graphic 
designs, exhibition 
works, branding, 
screen printing, and 
vinyl graphics .Contact 
33856330, 39887088
Blue Sea International 
Company W.L.L.  Our 
Services: Air / Sea / 
Land Freight. Contact : 
35907141

FILTER AQUAPRO 
BAHRAIN 
TRADING W.L.L 
Direct wholesale of 
factory tools and 
commodities for the 
first time in Bahrain, 
Authorized Factory 
outlet in Bahrain 
.Branch office of 
Aquapro Taiwan . For 
more info contact - 
38852025 , 17326744

CONVEX 
CORPORATE 
EVENTS 
COMPANY. Light, 
Sound , LED , Event 
Permissions .  Mob. 
39887068

NEW OPTICAL 
HOUSE
EYE TESTING 
AVAILABLE, QUALITY 
EYE WEARS, SUN 
GLASSES AND 
PRESCRIPTION EYE 
GLASSES
 AT UNBEATABLE 
PRICE..!!!WORKING 

HOURS 9 AM -12.30 
PM 4PM -8.00 PM
Contact : 
39870066,17210977,
Email: 
newopticalhouse@
yahoo.com

LOOKING FOR 
2BHK
 Fully Furnished 
flat with a range of 
BHD 300.000 at zinj 
/ Mahooz, Contact : 
33364706

LOOKING FOR 
2BHK
Fully Furnished flat 
with a range of BHD 
350.000 at Adliya 
or Juffair, Contact : 
33364706

URGENTLY 
LOOKING
Fully furnished flat with 
2 BHK and private 
car parking in Adliya , 
Contact  : 36104315

LOOKING FOR 
2BHK
Fully Furnished flat 
with a range of BHD 
350.000 at Adliya 
or Juffair, Contact : 
33364706

LOOKING FOR 
corporate office 
space for Group of 
Companies with 8 
CR, 100sq-mtr each.
Contact : 17579918

URGENTLY 
LOOKING – Fully 
furnished flat with 2 
BHK and private car 
parking in Adliya , 
Contact  : 36104315

FOR RENT
Warehouses, Stores, 
Workshops, Factories, 
Restaurants, Office 
Flats, Villas, Labour & 
Staff accommodation, 
Family flats, 
apartments and Villas 
- for inquiries call or 
Whatsapp 39802442

FAMILY 
APARTMENTS
Flats, Villas, Staff 
accommodations and 
all type of commercial 
and residential 
properties   for rent 
- Call or Whatsapp 
39802442

AVAILABLE FOR 
RENT
Semi, Full and un 
furnished flats, villas, 
apartments and 
commercial properties 
in um Al Hassam, 
Adliya, Mahooz, 
Segaya, Gufool, 
Juffair, Hoora - call or 
Whatsapp 39802442

LOOKING FOR 
LABOR
staff accommodation. 
Housing for executive 
staff. Semi and Fully 
furnished flats and 
villas for families. 
Contact 38251219.

ELECTRICAL 
SUPERVISOR
with GCC experience 
required. For further 
details call 39462527.

HIAB DRIVER 
Required With 3-5 
years’ experience for 
a leading Building 
Materials company 
in Bahrain with 
attractive salary + 
accommodation. 
Contact : 36560055

ADMIN ASSISTANT 
REQUIRED
 for a Leading company 
in Bahrain. Female 
candidate’s preferred.
Minimum3 years’ 
experience & good 
communication skills 
mandatory. Send CV to 
classifieds@dt.bh

EXPERIENCED 
ACCOUNTANT 
with experience in 
Administration and 
as cashier looking 
for part time vacancy 
from 6 pm pm to 10 
pm.Contact: 34676489

CIVIL DRAFTS 
MAN
Looking for drafts man 
or junior engineer who 
has eligibility CAD 
related design and 
QS jobs. Contact No 
33477793

SOCIAL MEDIA 
MANAGER
Required for a leading 
media agency in 
Bahrain. 
Relevant Experience 
Mandatory.
Send CV to 
Classifieds@dt.bh

Classifieds 
Reaching the right audience

Bahrain best classifieds
classifieds@dt.bh

www.newsofbahrain.com

38444687
17879914
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LINEAGE
300 fils per word
per day (Minimum 10 words)

DISPLAY COLOUR
BD 12/- per single
column centimetre
(minimum 4cm)

DISPLAY B & W
BD 6/- per single
column centimetre
(Minimum 4cm)

DEADLINE
Lineage 11am
Display 9am
Cancellation 12pm

WORKING HOURS
Saturday to Thursday
8 am - 6 pm

SERIES DISCOUNT
 4 for the Price of 3



HOW TO REACH US 
“Out & About’, a ready reckoner  for the events 

taking place on the island,  is published from Friday to 
Tuesday. To be included, please

send the matter to the following email ID
: news@dt.bh

Mohamed Ahmadi Co. W.L.L

“Miles covered with a smile...”

“Best Fare at your Door Step”                    

MAC 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

General & Contract Cleaning Services
Manned Security Services
Travel & Tourism
Civil works-Block, Plastering & Tile Fixing
Trading of Garbage Bags/Hand Towels & Cleaning Detergents

Air ticket to all global airlines
Fabulous tour package around the globe
Hotels and service apartment
Tailor made packages
Travel Insurance

HOTLINE 
8000 1088

Tel: 17268 111 | Fax: 17268 222 | Mob: 39462097
Manama | Kingdom of Bahrain | info@macbh.com | www.macbh.com

an ISO Certified Company

17532210 / 39516721

Cockroach
Bed Bugs
Rodent 
Anti Termite 
& All Other Pests

For

Morrells Business Services
• CR Formation for single 

establishment
• CR Formation for Partnership
• CR Formation for all company 

types
• CR Amendment
• Opening New branches
• Visa applications
• Document clearance with all 

ministries
• Document clearance with 

immigration
Contact: 39660750,
tel: 17280049 fax: 17280420,
email:  tahirhameed57@hotmail.com

Sunday, January 14, 2018 17Classifieds

Luxury Villa in Bangalore, Hennur Main Road -
Luxury Row-Villas by the renowned International Architect Andy 

Fisher Workshop 

“Most Affordable Luxury Row-Villa in North Bangalore”

4 Bed Homes - 2957 sq.ft 
Cost: Rs.2.24 Cr (negotiable)

Expected Completion – June 2018

Choice of Row-Villas:
Villas with a Private Garden

• Full fledged Independent Clubhouse with an attached
         infinity pool.
• Beautiful Outdoor landscaping amenities consists of 

extensive gardens, party lawn, Bio- pond, Jogging Track & 
Children’s Play area.

• Project approved by BDA (Bangalore Development 
Authority) & leading financial institutions – SBI,LIC HFC, 
HDFC, Citi Bank & Axis Bank.

For Details Call/whatsapp:
+973 38444684

START THE NEW YEAR WITH A 
FAMILY GETAWAY 

Date: January 14-25
Venue:  The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
 Make the most of family #RCMemories 
together and enjoy signature experienc-
es, Ritz-Kids activities, exquisite din-
ing options or simply soaking up the 
Bahrain sun. 
Families can enjoy our Reconnect 
package this upcoming holiday week-
end starting from SAR 1200++. The 
package offers a daily per night resort 

credit of SAR 250 to use on dining and 
resort experiences, a morning break-
fast buffet at La Med, as well as a 20% 
savings on treatments at the signature 
Ritz-Carlton Spa.
With new outdoor heated pools, moms 
and dads can truly relax and enjoy the 
cool-breezy Bahrain winter, while the 
little ones partake in Ritz Kids activi-
ties all weekend long, like feeding our 
famous pink flamingos.
Prefer not to drive? KSA residents 
residing in the Eastern Province of 
Saudi Arabia (Dammam, Al Khobar 
and Dhahran) can opt for an exclusive 
experience with a chauffeured Rolls-
Royce Ghost to transport them from 
the comfort of their own home to our 
luxury beachfront resort. Arriving in 
style, the unique journey across the 
border continues with overnight Club 
Level or Villa accommodations, includ-
ing unlimited access to food and bever-
age offerings at the resort’s elite Club 
Level Lounge. Package begins at SAR 
2350++. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain is locat-
ed in the Al Seef district in Manama, 
Bahrain. For additional information 
about the resort or for reservations, 
guests can call the hotel directly at 
(+973) 1758 0000 or visit The Ritz-
Carlton, Bahrain website at ritzcarlton.
com/bahrain.

6TH BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL 
SCULPTURE SYMPOSIUM

Date:1 - 16 January 2018
Venue: Bahrain National Museum

 Throughout the ages, human soci-
eties have always included the crea-
tion and appreciation of art. Each type 
of art evokes different emotions and 
thoughts within its receiver. Sculpture, 
an ancient art form can be consid-
ered a bold and noticeable art form. 
Its importance throughout time has 
not diminished and we at the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture & Antiquities 
(“BACA”) would like to continue in 
commemorating this art form.
The 6th Bahrain International 
Sculpture Symposium will be held at 
the Bahrain National Museum from 
the 1st of January to 15th of January. 
This year, the Symposium will be led 
by the honorary head, the renowned 
sculptor Adam Henein.
Since its inception, the symposium 
has attracted sculptors from around 
the region and the world in a unique 
environment of cultural exchange and 
creative collaboration. In this edition of 
the symposium, celebrating Muharraq 
the Capital of Islamic Culture 2018. 

Upon completion, the final sculptures 
will be located in the historic old capital 
of Bahrain, Muharraq.  

ULTIMATE SKIN TREATMENT BY 
MCCM
Date:  January1-31
Venue: Four Seasons 
Experience an exclusive selection of 
innovative face and body treatments 
connected with high technology and 
complemented with cosmetic prod-
ucts penetrating deeply that produces 
faster and visible results with MCCM. 
MCCM Portugal holds a long record 
and experience in the field of aesthet-
ic medicine and medical cosmetics. 
Combining technology, entrepreneur-
ship and experience, these 4 exclu-
sive ultimate effective skin treatments 
focuses on using precise and essential 
active principles and ingredients that 
can be tailored for each need of dif-
ferent body and different skin whilst 
giving the right care and attention that 
reflect visible results.

SHONEEZ MOTORS

Contact us on :  17556862- 39668636
Address: Al Burhama , Rakan Center

Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Block354, road5447, bldg1974, shop18

We offer you the strongest offers for the New Year 2018 
with the latest models of new and old cars.

Visit us and get your cars at the best prices and offers 
from BCFC.

Visit us and get the chance to be one of the lucky 
winners with our latest promotions!
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Your mind always tends to be quick and 
agile, but today you might find it going a 
thousand miles an hour as a result of 
intriguing new information received through 
books, newspapers, television, or the Internet. 
Discussions with others could also contribute.

Some new equipment made available for your 
use might prove fascinating, and you’re apt to 
want to learn as much as you can about how it 
works. Therefore, this is a great day to increase 
your computer skills. You might also want to 
try your hand at sound or video recording. Art 
combined with modern technology could well 
be a primary focus for today.

Today you could find yourself searching for a 
particular piece of knowledge that you need 
in order to move on with something you’re 
doing. You’ll probably find it, perhaps through 
a friend or colleague. Or else it might show 
itself suddenly, making you want to shout, 
“Eureka!” After that, it’s smooth sailing all the 
way.

Today you might find yourself working with an 
exciting group of people. Perhaps this involves 
an opportunity to increase your skills or a new 
project or even a whole new job. Your mind 
is quick and especially innovative, so don’t be 
surprised if you’re able to contribute far more 
than you would have expected.

Social events could put you in touch with 
some exciting new people. They may either 
share a current interest of yours or bring you 
opportunities to expand your interests. A lot 
of stimulating discussions could well result. If 
you’re currently romantically involved, expect 
these developments to bring you closer 
together.

Contacts made through friends or colleagues, 
perhaps younger people, might bring new 
ideas for bettering your home life. Perhaps a 
new housemate wants to move in, you could 
install some new equipment, or you might 
even have the chance to move to a roomier 
place. These are only ideas to be considered, 
however. Final decisions should wait for a 
later day.

Discussions with close friends, children, and 
romantic partners take on an especially exciting 
aura today. New information is likely to be 
circulated that might make a big difference both 
in your household and in your community. It also 
could make a difference to your mind. A new field 
of interest as well as improved communication 
with those close to you could enrich your life.

Visitors to your home today might engage you in 
discussions of innovative ways to increase your 
income. This may either be through the use of 
computers or through other forms of modern 
technology. You might find that you have a 
talent for such activity that you never realized 
before. You also might be enticed into going to a 
meeting or lecture on the subject.

Paperwork involving money could be a real 
drag today, but someone close to you might 
just show you a way to get it done quickly 
and efficiently on computers or via another 
technological innovation. You might actually 
find that you like doing it this way. Your mind is 
especially sharp, so this is just the day to try to 
expand your intellectual horizons.

Your mind is sharp, quick, and full of 
ideas. Discussions with others bring useful 
information that could well open new doors for 
you if you make the most of it. Group activities 
should prove especially stimulating for you 
at this time. By the end of the day, your brain 
should be buzzing. Take a walk and clear your 
head before you go to bed or else you’ll never 
be able to get to sleep.

Newspapers, books, and TV are apt to bring a 
lot of new, exciting, and useful information your 
way. This might set your mind going in such a 
direction as to bring new ideas for projects or 
business opportunities your way. Discussions 
with others who share your interests could 
contribute even more. Expect an exciting and 
stimulating day, and by day’s end you’re likely 
to have opened up new doors for yourself.
The opportunity to make a change in your life, 
which you may have been contemplating for 
a long time, could finally manifest itself today. 
This could be a move to a new neighbourhood, 
a return to school for an advanced degree, 
an entirely new profession. Whichever it is, 
expect to spend a lot of time throughout the 
day discussing it with friends and family.

1- Emulates Eminem; 5- Steps down to an Indian river; 9- Speeder 
spotter; 14- Wild; 15- “That smarts!”; 16- Author Zola; 17- Basic unit of
heredity; 18- Mex. miss; 19- Tending to a definite end; 
20-Comprehensible; 23- Hard work; 24- River inlet; 25- A Kennedy; 
28- Distinctive; 31- Country bordered by Canada and Mexico; 
34-  Cream-filled cookies; 36- PIN requester; 37- ___ instant; 38- In 
spite of; 42- Shangri-la; 43- Bemoan; 44- Smidgens; 45- Sun. talk; 
46- Exterior; 49- Grab a bite; 50- Student’sconveyance; 51- Pleasing; 
53- Curtailment in spending; 60- Cartoon part; 61- Ayatollah’s pre-
decessor; 62- Dagger; 63- Rice-___; 64- River to the Ubangi; 65- Pearl
Buck heroine; 66- São Paulo feature; 67- Juror; 68- ___ avis; 

1- Sauce brand; 2- Prayer ending; 3- Fishing hole; 4- Shooting sport; 
5- Idle talk; 6- Move withgreat speed; 7- Proceedings; 8- Comparison 
word; 9- Sell directly to the consumer; 10- Low life?; 11- Pickle flavor-
ing; 12- I cannot tell ___; 13- ___ room; 21- Big name in vermouth; 22-
Pulitzer category; 25- Musical sounds; 26- Eat away; 27- Prevent; 29- 
Lawsuits; 30- Addams Family cousin; 31- Come together; 32- Capital 
of Yemen; 33- Emo anxiety; 35- Have title to; 37- Promising words; 
39- Confidence; 40- Simple shelter; 41- Bridget Fonda, to Jane; 
46- Extend; 47- Breathe in; 48- Tizzy; 50- Mix smoothly; 52- Belgian 
painter James; 53- Adriatic port; 54- Hydroxyl compound; 55- The 
jig ___!; 56- Clarified butter; 57- To Live and Die ___; 58- Approach; 
59- Rowlands of “Gloria”; 60- Bit of butter; 

BEETLE BAILEY R
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New Delhi

A helicopter carrying 
employees of an Indian 

oil company to an off-
shore rig in the Arabian Sea 
crashed Saturday, killing four 
people and leaving another 
three missing, the navy said.

The helicopter was 
carrying two pilots and 
five employees of the state-
owned Oil and Natural Gas 
Commission from a Mumbai 
airfield to the oil rig when 
it disappeared, prompting 

a search operation, navy 
spokesman Capt. D. Sharma 
said. The four bodies were 
spotted along with debris 
from the helicopter, Sharma 
said.

Rescuers on ships found 
some life jackets and 
continued to look for the 
three missing people, he said.

The Press Trust of India 
said the pilot lost contact with 
the air traffic control soon 
after take-off on Saturday 
from Mumbai’s Juhu airport.

A federal appeals court on 
Friday rejected efforts 

by animal rights advocates to 
force the Miami Seaquarium 
in Florida to release Lolita, 
a killer whale it has held 
in captivity for nearly half 

a century. Lolita, captured 
in 1970, is roughly 20 feet 
(6 meters) long and weighs 
about 8,000 pounds (3.6 
tonnes), and has long been 
one the Seaquarium’s top 
attractions.

Montecito

Rescue crews expanded 
their search on Friday 

for five missing people 
as the death toll rose to 18 
from mudslides in Southern 
California that damaged 
hundreds of buildings and 
caked highways with sludge.

About 1,250 emergency 
workers raced against the 
clock to find survivors with 
drones, heavy equipment 
and sniffer dogs in the rescue 
and clean-up efforts, the 
California Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services said.

The latest victim, 87-year-
old Joseph Bleckel, was found 
in his Montecito home on 
Friday, Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff Bill Brown said, adding 
that the remaining missing 
were between the ages of 2 
and 30.

“We’ve got a window 
that’s closing. There’s been 
plenty of cases where they’ve 
found people a week after,” 
Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department spokesman Mike 
Eliason said earlier on a muddy 
Montecito street especially 
hard-hit by the mudslide.

Trump said that he was 
only expressing what many 
people think but won’t say 
about immigrants from 
economically depressed 
countries. Do you agree? 

Yes               No              Cant Say

Helicopter crashes on way
to Indian oil rig, killing four

Lolita can stay

California mudslide toll hits 18

3 dead, 48 injured in 
bus crash near Prague
Authorities say three peo-
ple have died after a bus 
collided with a car near the 
Czech capital.

Russia deployed a new 
division of S-400 surface-
to-air missiles in Crimea 
on Saturday, Russian news 
agencies reported, in an 
escalation of military ten-
sions on the Crimean pen-
insula.

Indian police say a ferry car-
rying schoolchildren sank in 
the Arabian Sea, killing two 
students and leaving six miss-
ing.

The father of a 3-year-old 
girl adopted from an Indian 
orphanage was indicted on 
a capital murder charge yes-
terday. 

Russia deploys more 
missiles in Crimea

Ferry carrying 
schoolchildren sinks in 
India, killing 2

Texas father charged 
with murder in death of 
Indian orphan

The US is the biggest single inves-
tor in the UK -- yet Khan & Corbyn 
seem determined to put this crucial 
relationship at risk. We will not allow 
US-UK relations to be endangered 
by some puffed up pompous popin-
jay in City Hall,”

-Boris Johnson, 
British Foreign Secretary 

Paris 

President Emmanuel 
Macron on Friday joined 

calls by bakers for France’s 
traditional baguette to be 
recognised as one of the 
world’s cultural treasures on 
UNESCO’s list of “intangible 
heritage”.

The call came after the art 
of Naples’ dough-twirling 
pizza makers was given the 
nod by the UN cultural body’s 
World Heritage Committee in 
December.

“The baguette is envied 
around the world. We must 
preserve its excellence and our 
expertise, and it is for this reason 
that it should be heritage-listed,” 
Macron told a group of master 
bakers at the Elysee presidential 

palace in Paris.
Dominique Anract, the head 

of the national confederation 
of baking and pastry, earlier 
said the “marvellous” baguette, 
made of flour, water, salt and 

yeast, should “have its rightful 
place” in world heritage.

Along with the Eiffel tower, 
the baguette is one of the main 
symbols of France, Anract told 
a local radio station.

Macron wants baguette 
to get heritage status

Washington 

President Donald Trump 
offered a partial denial in 

public but privately defended 
his extraordinary remarks 
disparaging Haitians and 
African countries.

Trump said he was only 
expressing what many 
people think but won’t say 
about immigrants from 
economically depressed 
countries, according to 
a person who spoke to the 
president as criticism of his 
comments ricocheted around 
the globe.

Trump spent Thursday 
evening making a flurry of 
calls to friends and outside 
advisers to judge their 
reaction to the tempest, 
said the confidant, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he wasn’t 
authorised to disclose a 
private conversation. Trump 
wasn’t apologetic about his 
inflammatory remarks and 
denied he was racist, instead, 
blaming the media for 
distorting his meaning, the 
confidant said.

Critics of the president, 
including some in his own 
Republican Party, took time 
Friday blasting the vulgar 
comments he made behind 
closed doors. In his meeting 
with a group of senators, 
he had questioned why the 
U.S. would accept more 
immigrants from Haiti 
and “shithole countries” 
in Africa as he rejected a 
bipartisan immigration deal, 
according to one participant 
and people briefed on the 
remarkable Oval Office  
conversation.

“The language used by 
me at the DACA meeting 
was tough, but this was not 
the language used,” Trump 
insisted in a series of Friday 
morning tweets, pushing 
back on some depictions of 
the meeting.

But Trump and his advisers 
notably did not dispute 
the most controversial 
of his remarks: using the 
word “shithole” to describe 
African nations and saying 
he would prefer immigrants 
from countries like Norway 

instead.
Sen. Dick Durbin of 

Illinois, the only Democrat 
in the room, said Trump 
had indeed said what he was 
reported to have said. The 
remarks, Durbin said, were 
“vile, hate-filled and clearly 
racial in their content.”

He said Trump used the 
most vulgar term “more than 
once.”

Trump’s insults — along 
with his rejection of the 
bipartisan immigration deal 
that six senators had drafted 
— also threatened to further 
complicate efforts to extend 
protections for hundreds 
of thousands of young 
immigrants, many of whom 
were brought to this country 
as children and now are here 
illegally.

Trump last year ended 
the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, 
which provided protection 
from deportation along with 
the ability to work legally in 
the U.S. He gave Congress 
until March to come up with 
a legislative fix. (AP)

Trump 
denies 
‘vulgar’ 

comments
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India fight back 
with late wickets

BRIEF SCORE
South Africa 269 for 6 

(Markram 94, Amla 82, Ashwin 
3-90) v India

Centurion 

South Africa lost their first wicket 
in the 30th over, their second in 

the 48th and their third in the 63rd 
and partnerships of 85, 63 and 
51 underlined how infrequently 
India’s bowlers struck in the first 
two sessions of play on day one of 
the second Test at Centurion. 

But then, during the last half 
hour, India removed three batsmen 
in the span of 14 deliveries, one of 
them being the mighty Hashim 
Amla for 82.

Those strikes went a long 
way in turning a day of toil into 
a position of parity for India, 
and lifted their mood after two 
sessions of largely ineffective 

bowling barring R Ashwin’s two 
wickets. 

At stumps yesterday, South 
Africa were 269/6 with skipper 
Faf du Plessis (24*) the last 
specialist batsman.

It was a stunning end for a day 
in which India underwhelmed for 
more than two sessions. 

Amla, who before this Test 
averaged 24.43 versus India at 
home, was given lives on 14 and 
30 and used those to move to 82 
before a brilliant pick-and-throw 
from Hardik Pandya ran him out. 

Two balls later, Quinton de 
Kock edged his first ball to slip, 
giving Ashwin his third wicket. 
Moments later, Parthiv Patel ran 

out Vernon Philander. 
After going wicketless in the 

morning session, and with Amla 
being dropped twice, India need 
such moments to spike their day at 
SuperSport Park. 

All told, each session got better 
for India. 

The opener Aiden Markram was 
a thorn in their side from the time 
South Africa opted to bat, as he 
and Dean Elgar played out the 
first hour and then cashed in on 
a period of wayward bowling to 
take the score to 78/1 at lunch. 
It did not take long for them to 
feel the absence of Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, who was dropped for 
Ishant Sharma. (TOI)

F1 needs more  Donington-style 
turns: Hamilton

London

Lewis Hamilton says the 
Donington Park circuit 

he raced on during his junior 
single-seater career contains 
driving challenges that are “way 
harder than all the corners in 
F1”.

Formula 1 is currently 
investigating whether grand 
prix circuits need to change 
to improve the quality of 
racing, in one of many 
exploratory projects taking 
place under the command of 
F1’s new managing director of 

motorsport Ross Brawn.
Reigning F1 world champion 

Hamilton was among those 
critical of the 2017 season finale 
in Abu Dhabi for promoting a 
lack of overtaking through its 
layout.

But he also believes F1 needs 
to consider making its tracks 
more challenging for drivers, 
arguing the proliferation of 
run-off areas on modern 
circuits has made them too 
easy to drive, which reduces 
the chances of drivers making 
mistakes.

“The FIA have done an 
amazing job, but they’ve really 
got to stop with these run-off 
areas - you shouldn’t be able 
to cut a corner like you see 
[drivers doing],” Hamilton 
said.

“What I love about the olden 
days - of course you don’t want 
to crash, but if you go wide 
you’ve got to lose time.

“Now you can approach a 
corner knowing that if you go 
in 5 per cent too much you can 
go wide and come back on. I 
don’t love that.

“I used to love Oulton Park 
and Donington. Donington, 
Old Hairpin was a nightmare 
- you have to come off the 
brakes and run the speed in, 
use the downforce. “Then up 
the hill and the second right 
before the back straight - you 
can’t even see the white line. 
There is white line and then 
gravel and the gravel sucks you 
off.

“Oh man! Finding the limit 
there, that corner is way harder 
than all the corners in F1.” 
(Autosport)

Kubica in talks with Williams
London

Robert Kubica is in talks with 
Williams about taking a supporting 

role with the Formula 1 team in 2018.
Sergey Sirotkin is the favourite to get 

the race drive alongside Lance Stroll, 
having fended off competition from 
Kubica, Daniil Kvyat, Paul di Resta and 
Pascal Wehrlein.

Williams has insisted throughout the 
process that its decision on the driver to 
partner Stroll would be based purely on 
performance and Sirotkin is believed to 
have come out on top.

Kubica was purely focused on getting 
a race seat in F1 this season, but when 
it became clear that was unlikely to 

happen, he and his team switched tact.
Talks regarding alternative options 

began, with Kubica keen to be involved 
with Williams in some guise during the 
coming campaign.

It is understood discussions are 
centred around a supporting role, 
helping drive car performance and 
development, with the potential for 
more time behind the wheel.

Such a move would make sense for 
both sides, with Williams gaining an 
experienced driver to support what is 
likely to be an inexperienced line-up, 
while Kubica will get more time to 
prove he can compete at the highest 
level again. (Autosport)

Aiden Markram of South Africa is hit by a delivery (Picture courtesy: BCCI)



London

Manuel Lanzini fired a second-
half double as West Ham won 

4-1 at Huddersfield for their biggest 
win of the season.

Lanzini scored twice in five 
minutes during an impressive 
second period for the Hammers, 
who climbed above Huddersfield in 
the Premier League table.

Mark Noble’s opener for the 
London side was cancelled out 
before the interval by Huddersfield 
midfielder Joe Lolley, but the 
outstanding Marko Arnautovic 
struck within 30 seconds of the 
restart and then provided assists for 
both Lanzini’s efforts.

Huddersfield started the day 

two points and four places above 
West Ham in the standings, but the 
visitors have lost only one of their 
last eight league games under David 
Moyes, who registered his 200th 
top-flight win as a manager.

The Terriers had plenty of first-
half possession, but struggled to 
create any openings against the 
visitors’ well-drilled rearguard and 
found themselves a goal down after 
their defensive mix-up in the 25th 
minute.

Home goalkeeper Jonas Lossl did 
Lolley no favours when playing a 
short pass to him out of his penalty 
area. The latter was dispossessed 
by Arnautovic and, when the ball 
broke clear into the box, Noble 

curled home a neat finish.
Huddersfield threatened 

an instant riposte when 
Tom Ince’s excellent 
whipped cross 
evaded Laurent 
Depoitre’s lunge, 
but otherwise 
David Wagner’s 
side lacked 
menace in the final 
third.

Rajiv van La Parra did 
his best to spark the 
hosts into life down the 
left and his corner was 
headed off target by 
defender Christopher 
Schindler. (PA Sport)

Big win
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Chelsea 0-0 Leicester City
London

Chelsea endured a third successive 
goalless draw in an enthralling 

encounter against excellent 10-man 
Leicester.

Antonio Conte had been wary of 
the Foxes and his concern proved well 
founded as the movement and energy 
of Riyad Mahrez, Jamie Vardy and 
Shinji Okazaki troubled Chelsea.

Leicester were relentless, playing 

like champions, with the intensity of 
their pressing forcing mistakes.

Ben Chilwell was sent off for 
two bookable offences in quick 
succession, leaving the visitors 
down to 10 men with 22 minutes 
remaining.

Yet still Chelsea could not break 
the Foxes down as the Blues followed 
stalemates with Norwich and Arsenal 
with a third in a week.

Conte tinkered with his defence for 
the visit of Chelsea’s predecessors as 
champions.

David Luiz was Conte’s first choice 
in the centre of his back three in last 
season’s title-winning campaign.

Now the Brazilian is apparently 
not even second choice as Gary Cahill 
was deployed in the central role, with 
Andreas Christensen rested on the 
bench alongside Luiz. (PA Sport)

Pablo 
Fornals 
scores 

late 
winner

Madrid

Villarreal piled the 
pressure on under-fire 

Real Madrid coach Zinedine 
Zidane as they snatched a 1-0 
win over the struggling LaLiga 
champions at the Bernabeu.

Real reached the quarter-
finals of the Copa del Rey - 
where they will face Leganes 
- in midweek, but started the 
day 16 points behind rivals 
Barcelona in the league.

And that massive gap 
remains in tact after a sublime 
finish from Pablo Fornals 
finished off an 87th-minute 
counter-attack from the 
Yellow Submarine, who had 
goalkeeper Sergio Asenjo to 
thank for a number of vital 
saves.

The visitors threatened to 
break the deadlock after 11 
minutes when Samu Castillejo 
tried to find Carlos Bacca 
with a precise pass, only for 
Raphael Varane to read the 
danger and produce a vital 
interception.

That prompted a prolonged 

spell of pressure from Real, 
who thought they had opened 
the scoring when Cristiano 
Ronaldo headed a Toni Kroos 
corner to Gareth Bale to 
nod home from close range, 
only for the Welshman to be 
correctly flagged for offside.

Marcelo’s thunderous left-
footed drive from 30 yards 
then drew a brilliant save 
from Asenjo, who was soon 
called into action again to 
tip a swerving free-kick from 
Ronaldo on to the crossbar.

Villarreal still looked 
dangerous on their rare 
forays into the opposition 
half and Nacho did well 
to deny Bacca a clean shot 
on target with a well-timed 
block.

But Real were quick to 
respond in an entertaining 
contest and Luka Modric set 
Ronaldo clear on the right-
hand side of the area, only 
for the Portuguese star to lift 
the ball over the onrushing 
Asenjo and wide of the far 
post. (thesun.co.uk)

Barcelona’s Turan 
returns to Turkey
London

Barcelona have loaned 
former Turkey 

international Arda Turan to 
Istanbul Basaksehir for the 
rest of this season and two 
more, the Liga leaders said in 
a statement yesterday.

Turan joined the club 
from Atletico Madrid for 
34 million euros ($41.46 
million) plus add ons in 
July 2015, winning six 
trophies but only making 55 
appearances and scoring 15 
goals.

Spanish newspaper Sport 

last week estimated it cost 
Barca one million euros for 
each appearance made by 
Turan, taking into account an 
annual salary reported to be 8 
million euros a year.

“During this period Barca 
reserve the right to transfer 
the player to a club belonging 
to UEFA, and will receive a 
variable fee according to his 
performances,” said the Barca 
statement.

“Meanwhile, Istanbul 
Basaksehir will reserve the 
right to buy the player from 
Barcelona.” (Reuters)

Arda Turan (file pic)

Pablo Fornals scores late winner 
(Picture courtesy: AFP)

Chelsea’s Álvaro Morata tries to beat Kasper Schmeichel but 
to no avail (Picture courtesy: theguardian)

West Ham’s Marko Arnautovic celebrates with Mark Noble 
(Picture courtesy: theguardian)
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Auckland

Spain’s Roberto Bautista Agut beat 
former champion Juan Martin 

del Potro 6-1, 4-6, 7-5 
yesterday to win the 
ATP Tour’s ASB C l a s s i c 

for the second time in 
three years.

Fifth-seed Bautista Agut, who won the 
title in 2016, outlasted second-seed del 
Potro, the 2009 champion, in a match of 
remarkable highs and lows.

The Spanish player swept through the 
first set in only 31 minutes as del Potro 
seemed to struggle in warm conditions on 
a packed centre court. But del Potro took 
advantage of the only break point of the 
second set to level the match.

The advantage in the third set went one 
way then the other until Bautista Agut 
broke del Potro to lead 6-5, then saved a 
break point to win the match in 2 hours, 7 
minutes.

Later, an emotional Bautista Agut 
dedicated his victory to his family in Spain.

“It feels wonderful,” he said. “It was an 
unbelievable match today. I’ve been fighting 
a lot on the court, and I couldn’t believe I 
was playing my best tennis.

“Today I felt really good on the court, 
and I played very good tennis throughout 
the match. Juan Martin is a great champion, 
he’s very tough to beat, and I played two 
amazing games in the last two games of the 
match.”

Del Potro said he found it difficult to 
play in humid conditions in the daytime 
yesterday after playing his previous matches 
at night. (AP)

Bautista lifts  
Auckland title

Mertens defends 
Hobart title

Hobart

Belgian Elise Mertens 
defeated Mihaela 

Buzarnescu of Romania 6-1 4-6 
6-3 in a rain-interrupted final to 
defend her Hobart International 
title yesterday.

The second-seeded Mertens, 
who won her maiden singles 
title in Hobart last year as a 
qualifier, became the first player 
to win the tournament twice.

The match took more than 
seven hours to complete due 
to a delayed start and three 
suspensions of play for rain, the 
last coming after Buzarnescu 
had saved two match points 
with the 22-year-old world 

number 36 leading 5-2 in the 
third set.

“It rained like three of four 
times so I am really thankful 
everybody stayed actually,” 
Mertens told reporters.

“It’s been a wonderful week 
and to come back to Hobart is 
such a great feeling. My level 
was there during the whole 
week, so I’m really happy with 
the trophy.”

The Romanian saved more 
championship points and held 
her serve when play resumed 
before the defending champion 
served out the match that lasted 
two hours and 29 minutes in 
total. (Reuters)

Melbourne

Former world number one 
Novak Djokovic admits his 

elbow is not yet 100 per cent 
as the Serb prepares to return 
from six months out at the 
Australian Open.

The six-times Australian 
Open champion, who last 
played competitively at 
Wimbledon in July, says he 
is still managing the injury, 
which has caused him to alter 
his service action.

“It hasn’t been 100 per 
cent yet healed,” Djokovic told 

reporters at Melbourne Park on 
Saturday. “But right now it’s at 

the level where I can compete, and 
every day is getting better.”

Djokovic said he had been 
convinced by doctors that he would not 

be doing the injury any more damage by playing 
in Melbourne.

“I’m hoping that it can be 100 per cent at the 
start of the tournament. I don’t know how it’s 
going to behave. Even if it’s 100 per cent healed, 
after six months of no competition, you never know 
how you’re going to react,” the 30-year-old added.

“So let’s see. There’s not much more I can do. I’ve 
done really everything in my power, with a team of 
people around me, to enable me to be right here in 
front of you guys, and to compete in Australian Open.” 
(Reuters)

Melbourne

Simona Halep is focusing all her energy 
on trying to break her grand slam 

duck at the Australian Open.
The Romanian was beaten in the 

French Open final for the second time 
last year but her consistency saw her 
finish the season at the top of the 
rankings. It became something of an 
odyssey for Halep, who having been 
one match away from number 
one three times clinched it at the 
fourth attempt.

“It’s special for me,” she said.
“It’s nice to be in this position. I 

don’t feel pressure. I feel okay. I feel 
fit. I feel ready to start. “Of course I want 

to stay here at the top as long as possible. 
But I’m not doing everything for this reason. 
I have one more goal: to win a grand slam.”

Winning the title in Shenzhen last week 
secured Halep top seeding at a grand slam 
for the first time but she is one of six women 
who could finish the tournament ranked 

number one. (PA Sport)

Djoker 
admits

 ‘I’m not 
100 per 

cent’

Halep focuses 
energy on 

breaking grand 
slam duck

Simona Halep (file pic) 

Novak Djokovic talks during 
the press conference 

Elise Mertens returns the ball 

Roberto Bautista Agut 
lifts the trophy 
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DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain Indians CC 
(BICC) beat Muharraq 

Eagles by 8 runs in the latest 
matches of the CBA Cricket 
C Division tournament.

BICC won the toss and 
elected to bat first, they scored 
173 at the end of 20 overs 
for 8 wickets. Shaheen the 
top scorer with 60 runs and 
well supported by Jamsheed 
with 31 runs. Waseem took 3 
wickets for Muharraq Eagles. 

In second innings Eagles 

winup for 165 runs, Noman 
scored 55 but other failed 
to contribute. Jaseer took 2 
wickets for BICC.

Other scores:
NDC Bahrain 126/8 

(Karthik 26, Raja 4/14) beat 
Fateh Curtain 92/10 (Raja 30, 
Mathew 3/10, Mahesh 3/17) 
by 34 runs.

Falcon CC 87/4 in 13.1 
overs (Renil 50) beat Central 
Café 84/10 (Sachin 33, Renil 
2/9) by 6 wickets.

Shahzad Zafar 167/6 
(Majid 42, Asad 33) beat 

Karnataka Royals 148/7 
(Vasanth 57, Charan 37, 
Faran 3/22) by 19 runs.

SNCS Transfast 133/8 
(Vipin 38, Hamza 3/18) 
beat Young Star 132/9 
(Atif 58, Shyju 2/25) by 2  
wickets.

Sultan Palace 147/7 
(Shyam 53, Remy 21, Naveen 
3/12) beat Tornado A 132/10 
(Gigin 45, Asif 4/19) by 15 
runs.

ACL 185/5 (Saeed 75, 
Jaan 33, Harpreeth 2/28) 
beat RKCT 98/10 (Guru 35, 

Waqas 4/19) by 87 runs.
Division D: 
Karnataka Strikers 88/2 in 

11.5 overs (Ullas 39, Sandeep 
25) beat Bharath Legends 
87/10 (Sam 22, Mir 2/7) by 
8 wickets.

Azeem CC 93/0 in 11.1 
overs (Zain 52, Nafees 36) 
beat ALGhad Cargo 92/10 
(Shujy 18, Faisan 3/15, Jabbar 
2/7) by 10 wickets.

Bassali Tigers 129/9 (Omer 
50, Shoaib 3/22) beat Sprite 
65/10 (Zeeshan 20, Farhan 
4/11, Omar 4/12) by 64 runs. 

Bahrain Indians 
win over Eagles

Omer - Bassali Tiger Renil - Falcon Shaheen - BICC Zain - Azeem

London

For the last two seasons 
running, Richie Porte’s 

year was ended early due 
to injury. In 2017, Porte 
recovered from a broken 
shoulder blade to dominate 
the Tour Down Under 
with two stage wins and a 
48-second overall winning 
margin.

In 2018, Porte returns to 
Adelaide with BMC Racing 
Team, and is aiming to 
become the first rider to 
defend the ochre jersey, but 
he remains unsure of his 
exact form with the Tour de 
France his last stage race. 

Porte crashed out of the 
Tour on stage 9, his injuries 
including a broken pelvis and 
collarbone, but was able to 
line out at the end of season 
Japan Cup in October.

Third place in the time 
trial at the Australian 
Championships and an 

aggressive showing in the 
road race a few days later 
suggested Porte to be on 
form ahead of his ochre 
jersey defence. 

At the traditional Tour 
Down Under pre-race press 
conference at the Hilton race 
hotel, Porte felt the prospect 
of a fifth straight stage win 
on Willunga Hill to be more 
likely than overall victory, 
though his ambition remains 
undimmed.

“If it is not expectation to 
win, it is maybe expectation 
on Willunga,” Porte said. “I 
would love to win another 
Willunga. For me personally, 
it would be a great way to 
start the season, and try to 
win this race again.”

Porte noted that his 
preparation for the 2018 
Tour Down Under has 
not been dissimilar to his 
build-up to last year’s race. 
(cyclingnews)

Richie Porte 
downplays 
formLondon

Anthony Joshua wants to fight Deontay 
Wilder after brushing aside Joseph Parker.

The undefeated Brit’s fight with Kiwi Parker 
is expected to be announced this weekend with 
Joshua set to defend his IBF and WBA belts in 
March.

And presuming he beats the WBO holder, 
Joshua plans to put all four belts on the line and 
take on “big mouth” Wilder in a huge Las Vegas 
showdown.

The 28-year-old claims the bout with WBC 
holder Wilder is set to rock the boxing world 
and create history.

Speaking on the Graham Norton show, 
Joshua said of his next opponent after Parker: 
“Deontay Wilder, he’s got a big mouth.

“This is the plan next, this is when the guys 
where I grew up can get to Vegas and have a 
good time and watch a bit of boxing as well.

“This will be the fight that makes history.
“But it’s interesting, let’s just say I’ve done the 

hard work, I’ve managed to keep the four belts 
and I’ve got to put everything on the line to 
bring them back home so it’s a real tough one.”

Wilder is facing a mouthwatering prospect 
of giving drug cheat Luis Ortiz another chance 
on March 3rd.

The Bronze Bomber was due to fight Ortiz on 
November 4, but the bout was shelved for a year 
after the flabby heavyweight tested positive for a 
banned substance. (thesun.co.uk)

Joshua reveals he will fight Wilder

Anthony Joshua (file pic)

Richie Porte (file pic)
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Sydney

Angelique Kerber won her first title since the 2016 
US Open and extended her winning streak to nine 

matches with a 6-4, 6-4 win over Ashleigh Barty in the 
Sydney International final yesterday.

The 2016 Australian Open champion and former No. 
1-ranked Kerber won four singles matches at the Hopman 
Cup in Perth, Western Australia, last week, helping Germany 
reach the final against Switzerland, and followed up with five 
wins in Sydney.

In a momentum-boosting buildup to the Australian Open, 
which starts Monday, Kerber had wins over Lucie Safarova, 
No. 2-seeded Venus Williams, former Australian Open finalist 
Dominika Cibulkova and Camila Giorgi before beating Barty to 
claim her 11th career title.

“I am playing amazing tennis again and feeling just great,” Kerber 
said. “It feels very good to win my first title in my first tournament this 
year.

Kerber had a breakout season in 2016, beating Serena Williams in the 
final to claim her first major title at the Australian Open and going on to 
reach the Wimbledon final and win the US Open. She reached the No. 1 
ranking in September that year and was seeded No. 1 for last year’s Australian 
Open, but was upset in the first round and her year-end ranking dropped to 21.

After failing to win a title in 2017, the German left-hander is now feeling 
confident again ahead of the first Grand Slam tournament of the year.

“I have had a great week and the final was not easy against Ash but I was able 
to play my game in important moments. I feel like I am getting closer to my 2016 
level.”

In the men’s final, Russian qualifier Daniil Medvedev beat 18-year-old Australian 
Alex de Minaur 1-6, 6-4, 7-5.

De Minaur has a wild-card entry to the Australian Open, where he’ll open 
against 19th-seeded Tomas Berdych, the 2010 Wimbledon finalist and a two-time 
semifinalist at Melbourne Park. (AP)

Kerber 
clinches 
Sydney 
title

Angelique Kerber kisses her trophy


