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Barcelona

Barcelona defied an outgoing 
off-field crisis as another 

Lionel Messi-inspired display 
exacted revenge on Juventus to 
open their Champions League 
campaign with a resounding 
3-0 win yesterday.

Messi was involved in all 
three goals as he beat Gianluigi 
Buffon for the first time in his 
career to open the floodgates 
just before half-time.

Ivan Rakitic added a second 
after Messi’s run and cross 
opened up the Juventus defence 
before the Argentine rounded 
off the scoring by drilling home 
his second of the evening 19 
minutes from time.

Victory puts Barca on top 
of Group D alongside Sporting 
Lisbon, who were 3-2 winners 
at Olympiakos.

Barca’s start to the season 
has been dominated by calls 
for president Josep Maria 
Bartomeu to resign following 
Neymar’s world record move 
to Paris Saint-Germain and the 
Catalan giants’ bungled moves 
to replace the Brazilian.

However, Ousmane 
Dembele impressed on his full 
debut following a 105 million-
euro ($126 million) move from 
Borussia Dortmund, as Barca 
proved as long as they have 
Messi there is life after Neymar.

Juventus showed even more 
upheaval since the sides last 
met in last season’s quarter-
finals with six changes from 
their trip to the Camp Nou just 

five months ago.
The Italian champions 

progressed comprehensively 
3-0 on aggregate back then 
and threatened to expose Barca 
again early on with Marc-
Andre ter Stegen forced into 
three early saves to deny Mattia 
de Sciglio, Paulo Dybala and 
Miralem Pjanic.

Dembele was showing 
plenty of promise, but often 
tried to beat one man too many 
in his quest to impress as Barca 
struggled to create early on.

Their best effort before 
opening the scoring came when 
a Messi free-kick rebounded 
back into Luis Suarez’s path 

and his fierce effort was turned 
over by Buffon.

Dembele was involved in 
the move as Messi broke his 
personal duck against Buffon 
in the final minute of the first 
half.

Messi picked up the 
Frenchman’s pass before 
exchanging a one-two with 
Suarez and firing with unerring 
accuracy just inside the far 
post.

Juventus had a big chance 
to respond right at the start 
of the second half, but Dybala 
couldn’t match his international 
teammate’s finish and he lifted 
his shot over the bar. Messi was 

inches away from his second as 
another rasping left-foot drive 
came back off the inside of the 
post, rebounded off the back 
of Buffon’s head and dropped 
just wide.

Yet, Messi was also fortunate 
to escape his first ever red card 
at club level moments later as 
he was booked by Slovenian 
referee Tomaz Klancnik for 
his attempts to get a Juventus 
player cautioned.

Aided by his teammates, 
though, Messi continued his 
protests and could easily have 
been shown a second yellow 
by a more stringent official. 
(AFP)

UEFA Champions League results 
AS Roma  0 Atletico Madrid  0
Bayern Munich  3   Anderlecht   0
Benfica  1   CSKA Moscow   2
Celtic  0   Paris Saint-Germain  5
Chelsea   6   FK Qarabag   0
Man United   3   FC Basel   0
Olympiakos   2    Sporting CP   3

Scores as of closing

Football

Marc Marquez 
celebrates on 
the podium

Messi double 
lifts Barca

Physical literacy 
project launched
DT News Network
Manama

An initiative to promote 
physical literacy, 

organised by the Bahrain 
Olympic Committee’s 
Olympic Academy, was 
recently launched with 20 
government schools across 
the kingdom hosting a series 
of seminars for both male 
and female students.

The idea of this project is in 
line with the directives of HH 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, representative 
of His Majesty the King for 
Charity Works and Youth 
Affairs, Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports Chairman, 
and BOC President, in 
an attempt to spread the 
concept of physical literacy 
among youngsters at home, 
pre-school and school stages.

Several film materials are 
being used to reinforce these 
concepts and to explain the 
most appropriate methods of 
exercise at each stage of life.

Director of the Bahrain 
Olympic Academy Nabil 
Taha commended the 
positive interaction of the 
educational authorities 
at schools, “We have 
received great interest and 
appreciation from all the 
teachers and educational 
bodies at the schools we 
visited. We also found a 
strong desire to acquire many 
skills and knowledge in the 
field of physical literacy.”

The second phase will be 
measuring the impact of this 
initiative in cooperation with 
various partners, such as the 
Ministry of Education, media 
and other relevant partners.

CBA officials attended camp
Manama

Cricket  Bahrain 
Association (CBA) 

officials and selectors have 
attended a camp at the Alba 
Club Cricket Academy in 
Sanad for the International 
Cricket Council (ICC).  
Under-19 Asian Western 
Region tournament to be held 
in Kuwait from October 8 to 
21.

In attendance for the camp 
were selectors for the Bahrain 
Under-19 team, Yaser 
Sadeq, Omran Ghani, Ajith 
K, Ihtesham Khan, Tahir 
Mohammed with U19 coach 
Azeem Ul Haq and Arul 
Vasagam, the senior team 
coach and also U16 coach. CBA Officials at the camp

London

Liverpool’s Sadio Mane 
had his three-match 

suspension for a red 
card received for a high 
challenge on Manchester 
City’s Ederson upheld 
yesterday, after the 
Football Association 
rejected his claim of 
excessive punishment.

Senegal winger Mane 
was sent off after catching 
goalkeeper Ederson in the 
face during City’s 5-0 win 
in the Premier League at the 
Etihad Stadium on Saturday.

“Sadio Mane’s three-match 
suspension, which was effective 
immediately, remains in place 
after his claim of excessive 

punishment was rejected 
following an Independent 
regulatory commission 
hearing,” said a statement 
issued by the FA.

“The Liverpool forward was 
dismissed for serious foul play 

during the game against 
Manchester City on 
Saturday.”

The 25-year-old Mane 
will miss this weekend’s 
Premier League match at 
home to Burnley as well 
as next week’s League 
Cup/league double-header 
against Leicester City. 

After the Manchester 
City match, Mane 
apologised to Ederson via 
Facebook, saying: “I hope 
and wish Ederson a quick 

recovery. I am so sorry he was 
hurt during our accidental 
collision on the pitch and am 
sorry for him that he could not 
complete the match because of 
it. (AFP)

FA reject Mane appeal

Barcelona's forward Lionel Messi (L) vies with Juventus' defender Alex Sandro

Sadio Mane (file pic)

One of the schools host a seminar on physical literacy


