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Manama 

The Ministry of Housing, 
the United Nations 

Development Programme 
(UNDP) and UN-HABITAT 
signed a project  yesterday to 
revise Bahrain’s housing policy 
to develop an effective, efficient 
and sustainable housing and 
land sector in line with new 
economic realities. 

The agreement, “Bahrain 
Housing Policy Revision”, is 
the first of its kind in Bahrain 
between two UN agencies 
and works effectively towards 
achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by Basim Alhamer, 
Minister of Housing, Amin 
El Sharkawi, UN Resident 
Coordinator and UNDP 

Resident Representative, and 
Dr. Tarek ElSheikh, Regional 
Representative for Gulf States, 
UN-HABITAT, in the presence 
of top officials and other guests. 
The project document, which 
implies new roles for the public 
sector, the private sector and 

civil society to move towards 
an enabling efficient housing 
system, is in line with Bahrain’s 
Government Action Plan 
(2015-2018).

Building on the Royal Order 
of His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa to provide 40,000 
housing units for citizens, the 
Ministry of Housing has been 
working to provide at least 

25,000 new housing units by 
2018. Another 15,000 units are 
planned for subsequent years, 
amounting to a total of 40,000 
units. 

The Ministry is also working 
on preparing a new housing 
policy to ensure continuity of the 
smooth implementation of the 
housing projects and to discuss 
the proposed cooperation 
with the private sector and the 
relevant authorities in order 

to implement the government 
work programme. 

Putting housing at the centre 
of development is a key element 
that member states including 
Bahrain stressed in their 
statements at the HABITAT III 
conference last year in Quito, 
Ecuador.

Two phases
 The project will be conducted 
in two phases. The first phase 
will focus on developing a 
housing profile which analyses 
in detail the housing sector and 
provides recommendations 
for revised housing policy and 
strategies. The second includes 
producing a Revised Housing 
Policy Framework while also 
integrating the UN-HABITAT 
Global Housing Strategy (GHS) 

framework. 

Private sector participation 
The new policy strategy 
will seek to support the 
development of the housing 
sector, while enhancing the 
government’s enabling role, in 
parallel with increased housing 
production in direct and 
indirect cooperation with the 
private sector. 

The strategy will also focus 
on improving the availability 
of land and improving real 
estate market monitoring 
mechanisms; Housing and 
diversification of financial 
options and guidance for the 
benefit of low-income families, 
while fully adhering to the 
importance of preserving the 
environment.

Modernising 
housing 
policies
UN agencies join hands with Bahrain to review and update housing policy

King Hamad global centre launch today
Los Angeles

“This is Bahrain” society will 
organise today in Los Angeles, 

an exhibition and a press conference 
to officially launch ‘The Kingdom of 
Bahrain Declaration’ and The King 
Hamad Global Centre for Inter-Faith 
Dialogue and Peaceful Co-Existence.

The mega event will be held under 
the patronage of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and will be 
inaugurated on behalf of HM the King 
by Representative of HM the King for 
Charity Work and Youth Affairs and 
Board of Trustees Chairman of the 
Royal Charity Organisation Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, in the 
presence of representatives from the 
White House and the United Nations, 
religious leaders and senior guests.

Before launching the declaration, 
Shaikh Nasser will meet a number of 
American students at the Museum of 
Tolerance at an invitation by Dean of 
the Simon Wiesenthal Centre Rabbi 
Marvin Hier. Discussions will explore 
the youth’s common aspirations to 
achieve intellectual rapprochement 
and contribute to working out 
innovative visions to lay bridges of 
peace and tolerance. Then, Shaikh 
Nasser will tour the museum’s 

sections and get informed about the 
international documents it has on 
religious tolerance.

The inauguration ceremony of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain Declaration’ and 
the King Hamad Global Centre for 
Inter-Faith Dialogue and Peaceful 
Co-Existence will be presented by 
American television personality 
Mary Hart. The celebration will also 
include speeches by Shaikh Nasser, 
Rabbi Marvin Hier, Rev. Johnnie 
Moore, Bahraini Ambassador to 
Kuwait Shaikh Khalifa bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa and Secretary General 
of the Bahrain Federation of 
Expatriate Associations (BFEA) Betsy  
Mathieson.

The BFEA Secretary General hailed 
the function, pointing out that the 
centre will further boost Bahrain’s 
standing as a hub for religious peace 
and co-existence. 

It is worthy to note that the King 
Hamad Global Centre for Inter-Faith 
Dialogue and Peaceful Co-Existence 
will be set up on a land plot donated 
by HM the King and will comprise 
an exhibition showcasing historical 
and modern models on religious 
freedom and peaceful co-existence in  
Bahrain.

Top experts for eGov Excellence Award 2017
Manama 

Bahrain’s eGovernment Excellence 
Award 2017 has announced its 

jury members who will be in-charge 
to evaluate the nominations for the 
9th edition of the Award. 

The award is organised under the 
patronage of HH Shaikh Mohammed 
bin Mubarak AlKhalifa, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Chairman of the 
Supreme Committee for Information 
& Communication Technology. 

This year, the jury committee 
is chaired by Louise Thomasen, 
a global consultant and expert in 
eGovernment and ICT with over 30 
years’ experience working cross the 
field of technology and society. 

The awarding categories 
encompass seven distributed into 
three sectors – the Government, 
Multi Sectors and the Citizen. The 
Government category comprise 
the ‘Best eGovernment Website’, 
‘Best Government-to-Government 
eService (G2G)’, ‘Best Practice in 
Community eParticipation’ and ‘Best 
eGovernment Integrated Services 
for Individuals or Businesses’. The 
Multi-Sectors category include ‘Best 

Application for Smart Devices’. As for 
the Citizen category, the two awards 
‘Best eConcept’ and the ‘eCitizen’ 
which will be awarded based on 
the largest number of transactions 
accomplished and biggest value of 
financial transactions completed via 
the eGovernment portal (bahrain.bh) 

during one year. 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak 

AlKhalifa will award winners during 
a ceremony specifically organized 
which will be announced at a later 
stage. 

For more information visit www.
egovaward.bh.

Jury members of the eGovernment Excellence Award.

8 Louise Thomasen, a global consultant and expert in eGovernment and ICT 
(Chairman),
8 Mohamed Tayeb Mahmood, independent consultant in the areas of ICT, excellence 
and strategic planning, 
8 Dr. Mazen Ali, independent consultant in the areas of ICT, 
8 Information Systems Department Chairperson of the IT College in the University 
of Bahrain, Amani Shajera-  (Head of Studies & Research Department at the Supreme 
Council for Women/ Business Administration College lecturer at the UOB),
8 Dr. Mohamed Baqer, Director of Strategy & Performance Unit at UOB, 
8 Ahmed AlMahri, Business Development Assistant Manager at Benefit Company.

Jury members

This project 
d o c u m e n t 
is a testa-
ment to the 
Government of 

Bahrain and the United Nations 
strong partnership,”  

-Amin El Sharkawi 

UN Habitat 
is pleased to 
initiate its col-
laboration with 
Bahrain and 

UNDP as the first initiative in a 
Gulf country that translates the 
New Urban agenda endorsed at 
HABITAT III into action.” 

-Dr Tarek ElSheikh

Bahrain is one 
of the lead-
ing countries 
in the region 
in terms of 

providing adequate housing 
for its citizens, even before it 
was stipulated in most inter-
national development plans 
and programmes, including 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals.” 

-Bassim Alhamer

Bassim Alhamer, Minister of Housing, Amin El Sharkawi, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative, and Dr. Tarek ElSheikh, Regional Representative for Gulf States, UN-HABITAT during the signing 


