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Bahrain’s Birhanu Balew (13 
minutes 43.25 seconds) 

finished 12th of the 15 runners in 
the 5,000 metres final at the 6th 
IAAF World Championships last 
night in London on its penultimate 

day.
Balew was never really in 

contention for a medal, which was 
dominated by double gold medal 

winner in both the 10,000 metres 
and 5,000 metres at the Rio 

de Janeiro Olympics 
M o h a m m e d 

Farah last year 
and three 
E t h i o p i a n 
runners.

Balew at 
one point was 
eighth after 
2,000 metres, 
but fell 
behind the 
pace in the 
closing laps of 
the race.

B a h r a i n 
has one last 

chance of a 
medal on today’s 
c o n c l u d i n g 
day of the 
championships, 
when Kalkidan 
G e z a h e g n e 

with a personal 
and season best 

time of 15 minutes 
7.19 seconds runs in the 

women’s 5,000 metres 
finals at 10.30pm 
Bahrain time.
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Jamaica’s Usain Bolt (C) crosses the finish line on the anchor leg ahead of Canada’s Mobolade 
Ajomale (R) and Cuba’s Jose Luis Gaspar (L) to win their heat in the men’s 4x100m relay athletics 
event at the 2017 IAAF World Championships at the London Stadium in London yesterday (AFP)

1 United States 9 10 8 27

2 Kenya 3 1 4 8

3 Poland 2 2 3 7

4 Ethiopia  2 2 0 4

4     Great Britain & N.I.     2 2 0 4 

6     South Africa                               2           1            2         5

7 France 2 0 1 3

8    Neutral Athlete 1 3 0 4

12 Bahrain 1 1 0 2

R Country     Total 

Lasitskene wins high jump
London

Russian Maria Lasitskene, 
competing as a neutral, defended 

the women’s high jump title at 
the IAAF World Championship 
yesterday.

Lasitskene took her win record 

to 34 from her 36 most recent 
competitions indoors and outdoors, 
and her 2.03-metre best extended her 
winning streak to 25.

Ukraine’s Yulia Levchenko claimed 
silver with 2.01m, with Poland’s 
Kamila Licwinko taking bronze (1.99).

Russia’s athletics federation 
remains barred by the IAAF over 
widespread state-sponsored doping, 
but 19 athletes have been cleared to 
compete at the world championships 
after having proved they were clean. 
(AFP)

London

Poland’s Pawel Fajdek defended his world hammer 
throw gold in a thrilling competition in London on 

Friday.
Fajdek threw a best of 79.81 metres while Russian 

Valeriy Pronkin, competing as a neutral as his country’s 
athletics federation remain banned by the IAAF, 
claimed silver with 78.16m on his final throw.

Another Pole, Wojciech Nowicki, took 
bronze (78.03) to add to previous bronzes in 
the 2015 worlds and 2016 Olympics. (AFP)

Bahrain’s Balew 
finishes 12th

Poland’s Fajdek 
defends hammer throw

Authorised Neutral Athlete Maria Lasitskene competes


